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The New
Pa rty Turn

The new turn, or half-turn, of the
Party in the unemployment  movement
openg up the possibility for a broad de-
velopment of the unemployment struggle
which hitherte has owed its stagnation
and inefectivencas, in no small degree,
to the absurdly narow and sectarian pol-
fey of the Stalinists, To the extent
that It creates the copditions for [ho
free participation of all workers organi-
gations, whose mombers have 1 oo
cause and a genuine will to react against
ihe fearful peessare of  unemployment,
the new polley of the parly creates the
primary conditlons for the transforma-
fion of the imolated vanguard actions of
the Communist militants into o united
movement embracing masses of workers,
Such a movement, driven forward by the
appalling mass misery and dizcontent,
and putting a1l parties and leaders to the
tegt of action, can lead to o stormy
development of waorking closa strugele
and u rapid expanaion of Communist in-
fluence. From this point of view [T
Left Opposition is bound to greet the
new turn, to sapport it with full
strength and to penetrate into the very
heart of the unfolding movement.

At the same time the new turn puts
thie Left Opposition before new oppor-
tunities and tasks. By releasing their
monopolistic strangle-hold on the emnaci-
ated movement, and inviting all work-
erg’ organizations, “lrrespective of poll-
tical opinions or affiliations™, the Stalin-
lats are perforce required to leave a
erack open for the fearsd and hated
wieotskylsts”. We must and we will
make our way throngh that crack, spread
it wider, and establish direct contact
with the workers, Ilocluding the Com-
munists, who are assembling for atrog-
gla under the banner of the united
front. Up to now ihe strength of the
Marxist wing of the movement has been
revealed chlefly dn its criticism. Thie
opportunity to participate in a move-
mont of struggle against the plagoe of
unemployment places us also before Lthe
test of aectlon. The Left Opposition will
grow in numbers and influence to the
extent that it makes good in this test—
to the extent that it demonstrates its
qualities as a fAghting political organi-
zation—not a mere propaganda circle

Buat this direct particlpation in actions
can be really effective for the nnempploey-
ment movement and for Communlsm ouly
if it snpplements and reloforees the crit-
felsm of all harmful and retarding cur-
rents and tendepcies, loeluding the tend-
ency of bureancratic Centrizsm. In nd coge
and under no clreumstances can  this
ariticlam be submerged ln a genceral sen-
timent of “onity”. First of all, we
have to see things as they really ore
and to talk ount loud about them. Not
a few party members discouraged
and demorallzed by the devastation of
the “Third Perled”, will hall the “new
turn” uneritically, as & way of =alva-
tion, Is 1t possible that a Left Opposi-
tlonist here and there, chafing for action
and wearled of the drawn-ouot stroggle
of our small faction for the principle
foundations, can fall into the same er-
ror? Hardly. But soch things have
happened before. Every zig-zag of Stal-
inism, the whole course of which is a
gerles of zig-zags to the Left and to the
Right, has clalmed lbs creduloons vichims,
For this reason also a eritical appraisal
of the new unlted front policy at the
baginning, and at every born, must  go
along with and condition our support.

In inltiating the new tactic the Stalin-
lasts have been true to themselves—io the
vacillating, cowardly, half-medasare ¢har-
acter of Centrism, In the frst place
the turn from the “soedal Fascist” (heory
is not & complete one: the bramches of
the Bocialist party and the local A, F. of
L. uniong are invited to the onited front
=it what of the central hodles of these
organlizations? What of the leaders?
Can you convinece any Soclallst worker
or A. F. of L. unlonpist that these lead-
era are unwilling and unable to particl-

(Continued uwnder Editorlal Notea on
Page Four)
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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 1933

“ WHO WILL PREVAIL! u

They are watching the flnancial appeal
column every week now 68 interested
people watch the fever chart of a sick
man. Our MILITANT is sick. Of this
its enemies are, by now, guite convineed ;
and its ereators, those whoe have made B
and those for whom iis word has been
a lUght, have no peason lo deoy it. In-
deed, they connot, for the appeals that
appear hdre overy wesk now are all too
patently the desparate ery of distress.
And more than that, the two lssues that
were akipped amd the twoe issoes  that
came out in half size deseribed too graph-
jeally the mad vpwand eourse of tha
temperatures markings on the fever chari
of the sick paper.

Ves, the MILITANT Is in desperate
trouble. The financial erlsls bumnms ke a
high fever from week to week and from
day to day. The slekness is & financlal

Iis eadres prow frmer, harder, more
confident of vietory and mord debérmin.
ed to achleve It. We have the right to
victory and we have no right to tum
hack from the path of resolute struggle
that leads toward if.

In this struggle the MILITANT is our
voice and our bamner. The voles shall
not be silenced. The bhanner shall not
pome down, The means will be found,
the sacrifices will be made, the paper
will be saved. We say this beeauss we
kve esnfldence ihat tlgse whoe have
made the paper and kept it alive in all
adversity will do their duty when they
#now how matters stand. Thers Is no
doubt now how madters stand. The need
is for money—noot (omorrow, bub today.

let aoyihing fake precedence over .
Send in your eontribution now,

L. Tran‘ky I/}

An Associated Press dispateh from
Istanbul on January 9 reports that
eomrade Leon Trotsky Is serbously ill
in his homs on the sland of Prinkipe.
The report states further that com-
rade Jan Frankel, who has worked as
Troiaky's secrelary for almost three
yoaars of his exile, is on his way o
Europe for the purpose of secuning
the serviees of a fordign specialist.

it appesrs that the exertions atlend-
ant upsn his recont (rip through Eor-
:i!m:mumrﬂmudlne Thr f ﬂﬂﬂﬂll.';“m l.'l'rﬂ‘hl-l: Lered wonl. Pear [or
mre seute the ailments from which
e has been suffering for many years
now. The secrél agreoment bslween
Stalin and Hemal Pasha has keplt
Trotsky virtually a prisoner in Tur-

siekness—the prosasie bills, past dus,

this 48 the mortal Hiness that assails the

pEper.

Whoe will provail®>—that is the gqoes-

prevail,

ing vimdlicaled, s prediciions wverifisd.

Aly dear listeners,

TPermit me (o begin by expressing my sincers
regrels over my inabllity to speak before a Copen-
hagen audience in the Danlsh tongue. Let us not
usk whether the listemers lose by it. As to the
speaker, his ignorange of the Danish language de-
prives him of the possibility of famillarizing himself
with Seandipavian life and Beandinavian literatore
jmmediately, at firet hand and in the original. And
that is o great loss,

Phe German language, to which I have had to
tuke reconrse, is rich and powerful. My German,
however, {8 fairly limited. To discuss complicated
questiong with the necessary freedom, moreover, 1s
possible only In one's own language. 1 must there-
fure beg the indulgence of the andience in advance.

The first time that I was lo Copenhagen was
gt the international Socialist Congress, and 1 took
away with me the kindest recollectlons of your
city. But that was over a quarter of 4 century ago.
inee then, the water b the Ore-Sund apod in the
florda has changed over and over agaln, And not
ghe water alone. The war broke the backbone of
the ol Kuropean continent. The rivers and seas of
Furope have washed down not a little blood. Man-
kind, and particularly Buropean mankind, has gope
through severe trials, has become more sombre and
more brutal. Every kind of confiict bas become
more bitter. The world has eotered into the period
of the great change. Iis most cxireme expresalons
arve war and revolution,

Before I pass on to the theme of my lecture,
the Hevelution, I consider it my duty to express
my thanks to the organizers of this meetiog, the
Copenhagen organization of the social-democratic
student Body. I do this ss a political opponeat.
My lecture, it is true, pursues higtorico-aclentiffe and
not political aims. I waot to emphasize thiz right
from the beginming. Bat it is impossible to speak
of a Rewoluton, out of which the Soviet Repuablie
arose, withont taking up a politkcal position. As &
lecturer 1 stand under the same bauner as 1 did
when I participated in the events of the Revolotion.

Up to the war, the Dolshevik Party belonged
to the international soclal-democracy. Om Aungust
4, 14, the vote of the German soclal-demoeracy for
the war credits put an end to thiz connectlon once
and for all, and opened the pericd of uninterrupbed
and irreconcilable struggle of Bolsheviam agalnst so-
clal-democrney. Does thia mean that the organizers
of this assembly made a mistake in ovitlng me as
a legturer? On this peint the aodicnes will be abla
to judge only after my lecture. 'To justify my ac-
ceplance of the kind Invitation to present a report
on the Russinn Revolntion, permit me to point  to
the  foct that during the 35 years of my political
life the guestion of the Hossian Kevoluotion has bheen
the practleal amd theoretical axis of my Interests
apd of my actions. The four years of my stay in
Turkey were princlpally devoted to the historieal
claboration of the problems of the Hussian HRev-
olotton. Perhaps this fact gives me a cerftaln
right to hope that I will succeed, in  part,
at least, in helping oot only friends and sympath-
izera, but alze opponents, better to understand many
featurea of the Hevoluotlon which had escaped their
atieotion before, At all eveots, the purpose of my
lectore is: to help to uoderstand, I do oot iotend
to eonduct propaganda for the Revolutlon nor to
cill upon you to join the Revolutlon. I intend to
explain the Revolution.

I do not know If in the Scandinavian Olympus
there was a special goddess of rebellion. Searcelyl
In any case, we shall not call upon her favor to-
day. We shall place our lécture under the sign of
Snotrn, the ¢ld goddess of knowledze. Deapite the

JANUARY YOUNG SPARTACUS OUT

The Junuary oumber of the YOUNG
thon. With your help, dear freads of | SPARTACUS i off the press amd remdy
the MILITANT, we shall answer that|for sale and distribution, It is an eight
question sur way. The paper will pre-| pager devoted primarily to the anniver-
vail. Tis mwssage will prevall. The [sary of Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxen-
courage, the sacrifics, the voconguerabls | burg and the stroggle against imperialist
spirit of the Holshevil-Leninksts will | war. It contains reports of the New
York und Chicagoe Antl-War (onferences
The Left Oppositlon o America, and | and articles on the latest developaments
on an oternational seale, is on the éve | in the Young Communist League, besides
of great advances, All s ldeas ard he-|items of general working cluss interest,
Order your bundles. Hesch the yoong
Tis organdzation grows and extends to| Communists, Yipsels and working youth| of the Red Army, the closest colla-
every capitalist eountry In the warld.| with the YOUNG SPARTACUS.

Leon Trotsky Defends the October Revolution

Full Text of Speech Delivered to the Social Democratic Students at Copenhagen November 27th 1932

—JAMES P. CANNON.

tention he requires.

passionate drama of the Revolution ag @& living
ovent, we shall endeavor to treat it as dispassion-
ately as an anatemist. If the leeturer B drler
bedcauae of i, the listeners wikl, let ws hope, take i
into the bargalpo,

Leét us begin with some elementary seciological
principles, which are deubtless fomiliar to you all,
but as te which we must pefresh our memory in
approaching so complicated a phenomenon as the
Hevolufiomn,

Humen soclety is an historically-originated ool-
laboration in the struggle for existence and the as-
sirgnee of the malntesance of the geperations, ‘The
character of u soclety s determined by the charac-
ter of its economy. The charscter of its economy
is determined by its menps of productive labor.

For every great cpoch in the development of
the productive forces there is o definite correapond-
ing social reglme. Every social relme until pow has
secured ecnormous advantages to the ruling class.

Out of what has been said, it is clear that
social regimes are not eternal. They arise historie-
ally, and then become fetters om further progress.
=41l that arises deserves to be destroyed”.

But no ruling class has ever voluntarily and
peacefully abdicated. In questions of life and
depih arguments bosed on reason have Dever Te
ploced the argument of force. This may be sad,
but it §s s0. It is not we that have made this world,
We can do nothing but take it as it is.

The Meaning of Revolution

Revolotion means a change of the social order.
It transfers the power from the hands of a class
which has exhausted itself Into those of another
clpgs, which iz on the rise. The insurrection is the
sharpest and most critical moment in the struggle
of iwo classes for power. The insurpection can
tead to the real victory of the revolutlon and (o
the establishment of & pew order ooly when it is
based omn & progressive class, which is able to rally
ground it the overwhelming majority of the people.

As distinguished from the processes of nature,
& revolotion is made by human beings and throogh
human beings, But in the course of revolution, Loo,
men act onder the infgence of social conditions
which are not freely chosen by them, but are hand-
ed down from the past and lmperatively point out
the rond which they must follow. For this reason,
gand only for this reasom, a revolution follows cer-
tain laws,

Rut human constiousneéss does nol merely pas-
glvely refleet fts objective conditions. It is accus.
tomed Lo resct to them actively., At certain times
this reaction assomes a2 tense, pasalonate, mAss
charpcter. The bharrlers of right and might are
broken down, The active interventlon of the mnss-
s in historleal events i3 in fact the most indispens-
able element of & revolotion.

But ¢ven the stormlast activity can remain in
the stage of demonstration or rebellion, without ria-
ing to the height of revolution. The uprising of the
masses must lead to the overthrow of the domina-
tion of one clags and to the eqtablishment of the
domination of ancther. Only then have we a whole
revolution. A mass uprlsing s no lsolated under-
taking, which can be conjured up any time one
pleases. It représents am  objectively-condltioned
element in the development of a revolution, as a
revolution représents an objectively-conditioned pro-
veas In the development of soclety. Buat if the neces.
prry conditions for the uprising exist, ons must
not  simply  wait pasaively, with open month: as

Entertainment

to the defense of the right of asylum,
o mot extend to the leader of the
Bolsiwvic-Lenbnksts, His isolation in
Turkwy has mads H impossible for
‘him to obtain the special modieal ad-

Is it nwod high Uime I
munist workérs everywhane
upan (hils maiier, and to ralss thelr
voloes in protest against t
united front hetwesn Stalin

Creates Ten

The rattle of the sabre grows louder
i the Far Bast., As the Japaness cOn-
quest grows in scope aud as the plunder
wiid murder of these rebier bandits pro-
voisds unobated grave eveots of loter-
THLF LT MY .Lﬂjllall.qul.'l.lt_'l.: loum on the hori-
their territery aod
sumrees of exploitution hove struck fear
into the bearts of Amerlcan and Britlsh
ipperimlison.  The cyuinjmity that mark-
el the origival attitede of Amerlean im-
pevindism has glven way to an attitude of
vxtreme auxiety over Japan's poasible
purpose  jo her invesion of the Jebol
perritory. At the outset, when it seemed
thut the Japanese military expedition
might end in interveotion against the
goviet Unfon, the diplomatle cireles in
Washington were guiet as the grave
Liut mew, when it appears that Amerlean
profits and the buge Chinese colonial
market will be gwallowed up by Japan-
ese caplialism, a wvirtoal furor of pro-
test has emerged from the Washington
watehdogs of the Wall SBtreet bankers',
mumition makers' and manofaciurers’ io-
terests in every part of the globe.

Already reerimination, abuse amd con-
trudictory rumors calculated to  incite
the | the war fever Gl the air, both in Amer-
ico and in Jupan. ‘The old amd familiar
story of “atrocitics” beging to make
sereaming headlines on the front pages
of the yellow jourpals. The Toklo War
Qffice glvea out Informatlon to the Jap-

Shakespeare says, “There s a tide in the alalrs of
i which, token ot the flood, leads on to forbooe,”

To sweep away the outlived secinl order, the
progressive ciags must understand that its bhouwr bas
struck, und set before ltself the tosk of conguering
power, Here opens the feld of conscious revolu-
tiguary aetion, whers foresight and calcalation com-
bipe with will and coursge. In other words: here
opens the feld of aetion of the Party.

The revolutionary Party unites within  itself
the Hower of the progressive class. AWithout o
Purty which is able to orientate itself in its coviroo-
ment, cvaloate the progress and rhythm of events,
apd eavly win the confidence of the masses, the
victory of the proletarian revolution ls impossible.
These are the reciprocal relations of the objective
amd the subjective factors io insurrection and in
revolution,

The Causes of Qctober

What questions does the October revolotion
rafge in the mind of a thinking man?

1. Why aod how did this Revelutlon take
Mage? More concretely, why d the proletarian
revolution conguer In one of the most backward
copntrles of Europad

¥, What have been the resolta of the October
revelution? and Acally,

3. Has the O¢tober revolotion stood the teat?

The frst question, s to the couses, can Dow be
answersd more or less exhawstively. I bhave at-
tempted to do this in great detall in my “History of
the Revoluthon™. Here 1 can formulate only the|
sl important conelaslons,

The fact that the proletariat resached power [or
the first thme in such & backward country as the
former Tsarkst Bussie seems mysterlous only at first
glance; in reslity, it fis fully in accord with bis-
torical law. It could bave been predicted and it
was predicted, Still more, on the basis of the pre-
diction of this fact the revolutionary Marxlats bollf
up thelr strategy long before the declsive events,

The first and moest general explapation i8: Russia
s n backward country, but only a part of world
economy, ooly an element of the caplitalist world
aysbem. In this sense Lenin exhaosted the riddle
of the Rusalan revolutlon with the lapidary formola,
“The chain broke at dts wealest Hnk™.

A crude jluwstration: the great war, the resalt
of the contradictions of world imperlalism, drew
inte its meelstrom countries of differend stages of
development, but made the same eldims oo all the
participanta, It i3 clear that the burdens of the
war bad to be partleularly intolerable for the most
backward countrics. Huossian was the firet to be
compelied Lo leave the fleld, But to tear iteelf away
from the war, the Ruosslan people had to overthrow
the ruling classes. In this way the chaln of war
broke at lts weakest link.

Atill, war is not a eatastrophe coming from out-
side, like an earthquake, but s old Clousewitz said,
the contineation of politles by other means, In the
last war, the maln tendescies of the impecialiatic
syslem of “peace”-llme oply expressed themselves
more ¢rudely. The higher the gencral forces of pro-
duction, the tenseér the competitlon on the world
markets, the sharper the antagonisms, and the mad-
der the race for armaments, in that messore tha
more difficult it became for the weaker participants.
For precisely this reason the backward countries
asanmed the Arat places in the suecesalon of col-
lapses, The chaln of world capltalism always tends
to break ot its weakest link.
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Japanese Invasionof Jehol

PRICE § E

se Situation

World Imperialist Powers Press for Their Share of Loot

anese press  that the Unlted States 1s
making huge snles of war supplies 1o
the Chinese, The United States forelgm
office counters by saying the whole mat-
ter §8 a colossal fabrication, that the
gale of ammunition to Chine In the last
pericdl was a mere bagatelle. The truth
perlzps lies somewhere between  these
two, althongh it 18 o well known fact
nat the 1u Ponts are not wisting any
opportunity te reap profits from thelr
deadly products. And they will sell this
war paraphenalin to the Japanese just
as soon 0 to the Chinese, Buch are
the noble and principled motives that
actoated these same gentlemen in  the
last world slaughter. They have but one
criterion=—pecuniary gain. They rEserve
the sentimental phrases for consumption
by the masses,

Simultaneously a new sensation has
flashed aeross the American scandal
sheets, A group of Japanese —Workers,
gecording to these press reports stormed
the Singer Sewing Machioe plant In
Yokohoma and left a wreckage behind
them amonnting to several hundreds of
thowsands of dollars. Counter charges
and claims are made that there was ln-
sufficient pollce protection; that It Wil
a gronp of Left wing workers that com-
mitted the deed, efa, ete, ad DABStUm.
And now we hear atlll more ominous
pews that the Japanes fleet meanenverd
have been advanced from October (o

{(Continued on PAGE TWO)
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June or July In the Pacific. And the
Amerfean naval maneuvers, likewise 1o
the Pacific, are scheduled to take place
in about & month. Naval mARCOVErs Are
usually the prelude to more serlous ac-
tlom.

At the same time we notice another
gignificant fact. The attitude of the
Lengue of Nations has godergone an
abrupt and fundamental revislon. In
less thom a week the position of the
“hlack international of imperialism®™
changed from one of ylelding to all the
Japanese demands to a bard bolled at-
titude of no concesslons  whatever. At
first glance this i. somewhat astonish-
ing. But upon looking deeper into this
change it 13 gquite In sccord with the
gpirlt of recent international events

During this past week when the Lytton
report hung fire the American ecolossus
intervened to lay down the law. To the
publle 1t merely reafficmed ite polley on
the Far Bastern guestion of Januoary
1932, “Protection of the open door....
reapect for the territorial and adminis-
trative integrity of China....the Nine
Power pact....the Kellogg-Briand Peace
Treaty” and all the other shams that
gerve to caomonflage the desire of the
American capitalist class for self-ag-
grandizement in China and the opening
up of hoge markets for the profiteers.
Dut behind the scenes another and more
powerful weapon was brought into ae-
tiom, And with this weapon the Am-
erican  imperialists  bludgeoned the
League of Matlons to make Its position
conform o Amerbran interests.

Thig weapon s the war debt, which
has been suspended over the heads of
the defaulting natlons, by the 15 B, for
this purpose among others.

The wvolce of the American BShylock
has thundered forth; "“If yon want a
favorable seltlement oo the debt you
owe ng. then support oor polley against
the Japancess!™ And as the old saying
goes “money talks”. The whole Leaguoe
of Nations including Fraoece which has
previcusly given Japan her  warmest
gupport fell ioto line. And now the
papers tell we that a strong condemna-
tory resolutlon agalpst Japan will be
adopted. Great Britaln which had been
retlcent about “provokimg Japan has
now offered diplomatle representations
to the latter about the tense sltuatiom
which 1z endangerlng British [nterasts.
The American whip strikes sharply and
lmperatively. But any illusion that any
poseible getion of the Leagoe of Natlons
will permanently stop Japan's adventurs
in Jehol and elsewhere §8  not  only
absurd but dapgerous. The most any
fection of the League can gecomplish is
b cigse new aligoments and intenalfy
Imperialist rivalry to the breaking polat.
The Wall Street agents In  Washington
are using the League of Natlons a8
thely battering ram agaiost the Japan-

(Continwed on page 4)
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