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SovietEconomyinDanger

The Situation on the Eve of the Second Five Year Plan

The affivisl press now prints from [e-
pue [0 issue an uninterrupted list of
accusations against the workers, the
directors, the technicinns, manDagers, co-
operative | ruonnel, and the trade unjon-
fgte: all guilty of woot fulfiling the
plans, the instructions and “the six con-
ditions”. But where are the causes for
this? Objective couses Jo not obladp,
To blame for it all s the il will of
those entrusted wilh the fulfilling. And
that is just what Pravda writes, “Do
there obtain any ebjective causes what-
ever for this deterloration im the work?
None whatever " (Oetober 2, 1932). Pao-
ple simply do pol want to work as they
should—and that's all there I8 to It
The October plenum of the CEC has as-
cerielped that “there is onsatisfactory
management in every link down the line"™
Except, of course, that link which is
called the Central Executive Commitiee,

But are there reslly no objective
causes for the poor guallty of the work-
manship? A specified amount of time s
required not only for the ripening of
wheat but alse for the familinrization
with the complex technological process-
ea, Psychologioal processes, it is true,
are more pllable than those of vegels-
tion, but this pliability has ita limits.
One cannot skip over them. And In ad-
dition—and this I8 no less lmportant—

one caonot demand the maximom of

intensity under minimum of neurishment. !

The resolution of the October plenum
of the CEC accuses the workers and the
administrators of t(helr inability “to
clineh” their bighest schieverments, and
af thelr continuni falling below the marks
they had set. In reality, the breakdowns

were Ingrained in the character of the,

achievements themeclves. By virtue of
an exceptional effort & man can 1L &
welght that is far above his “average"
gtrength. DBut he caonot long  sustain
such a lomd over his head. It is absurd
to accuse him of his mability “to clinch”
his effort.

Boviet economy i3 in danger! It ls
not difficult to determine its anilment. I
gprings from the nature of the successes
themsaelves, From an excessive and poor-
Iy calculated strain  the eotnomy has
poffened g rupture. One must prooesd
to cure, poinstakingly and perseverlogly.
Rakovsky warned us o early as 1830,
“We are entering an entire epoch, which
will pass under the bheading of payment
in full for the entire past.™

The Second Five-Year Flao

The second Five Year Plan was fash-
foned in the scales of “glgantism”.* It
fa difficult, to he more correch it 18
impossible to judge “by sight” the ex-
tent to which the final indices of the
pocond Five Year Plan are exaggerated.
But the guestlon now touches not the
balance of the Second Five Year Plan,
but its polnts of departure, the line of
{ts jointure with the first Five Year
Plan. The fiest yoar of the second Five
Year Plan has re¢elved an onerons in-
heritanee from the last year of the frst
Five Year FPlan.

The second plan, according to the de
gign, is the epiral continnation of the
first plan, But the first plan bas not
been brought to completlon. The second

plan from the very beginning s left
suspended o mid-alr. If one leaves
things to go on as they have been,

then the seeond Five Year Plan will be-
gin by patching up the holes of the frst
under the administrative whip. This
menns that the erisis will be aggravated.
In this manner one can bring matieras
te a catastropbe,

There s only one way out: the in-
suguratin of the Second Five Year
FPlan must be pul off for ong year. 1033
must be made a buffer between the first
Five Year Plan and the second, In the
course of this perlod It s necessary on
the one hand, to verify the inheritance
left by the firat Five Year Plan, to 11l
in the most yawning gops, to mitigate
the unbearable disproportions and fto
gtraighten out the ecouoemic front; and
on the other hend, to  reconstruct  the
Second Five Year Plan, so calculating
it as to make lts polnts of depariure
about fleeh to the actual and not lmag-
inary results of the firat Five Year Plan.

Doesn’t this simply mesn thet the
period for the completion of the first
plan will be prolonged another year? No,
unfortunately that is nol the case. Tha
materin]l consequences of the four years'
of hue and ery canpot be stricken out
from reallty by one stroke of B pen.
A careful checking over is Detessary, a
regulation, avd a determination of the
coefficlents of growth actually achleved.
The present condition of edonomy ex-
cludea in general any posalbility of plan-
ned work. 1033 cannot be a supplement-
ary year of the fAirst Five Year Plan, nor
the fArst year of the second. It must
gocupy an Independent posltion between
the two, In order to assure the mitige-
tion of the consequences of adventurlam
and the preparation of the material and
moral prerequisites for planned expan-
slon.

The Left Opposition in fts own time
was the first (o demand the inaugur-
tlon of the Flve Year Plan. Now It fa
duty bound to eay: It 8 necessary to
put off the second Flve Year Plan, Away
with shriceking enthusiasm! Away with
ptock jobbing! There i3 no reconciling
them with planned activity. ‘Then, you
are for retreat? Yes, for m temporary

* The hostility, an outrlght hatred,
toward “glpantiam'” & rapldly  growlng
in Hoviet circles, e & naturml and an
dnevitable reactlon againat the adven-
turism of the last period. There I8 no
negd, howaver, to explala to what extent
this reaction, from which the peitty bour-
geols skinflint spirit derlves satlsfac-
tlon, may In the foture become dangercus

te the soclalist construction.

retreat. And what about the prestige
of the Infallible leadersbip? The fate
of the dictatorship of the proletariat is
more important than blown-up prestige.

The Year of Capital Reconstroction

Having been knocked off balance, 50-
viet economy is in need of serious recon-
gtructlon. Under capitalism the broken
equilibrium is restored by the blind
{orees of the crisis, The Hocialist re
public allows of applying consclous and
ratlonal cures,

It is impossible, of course, to halt pro-
duction in the whole country as it Is
halted during repairs in a factory or in
an enterprise. But there is alse no i
whatever for it It is encugh to lower
the tempos. The current productive la-
por for 1983 cannot be carrled oo with-
out & plan, but this plan must be one
tor o single year, worked out on the
basis of moderate quality gquotas.

Attalnments In quality must be glven
firat  place. Inopportone  constructions
ghould be liguidated; all forces and re-
gources must be conpcentrmted upon Con-
gtenctions of the first rank; the inter-
relations between the various branches
of industry must be balanced on the
bagls of experlence; factories must be
put In order; equipment must be Te-
atored.

L&t there be an end to driving, and
epurring, and establishing records, but
let the prodictivity of each enterprise
pe subjecied to its technological rythim.
Keturn to the laboratories whatever has
een taken too soon from out of the
taboratories. Finish bullding whatever
gtill remains unfinished. FPut in  order
the intercelations between the depart-

ments in factories, Straighten cut what-

ever has been bent. Hepalr that wnm]

has been damaged. Prepare the factory
for a tranaltion to the highest stage
Quality quotns must be given a charae-|
ter both supple and conditional in or-
der that they may not interfere with
achlevementz In qgquentity.

1833 must gain complete mastery oFer
the labor turn-over, by betterlng the
conditions of the workers; that's where;
the beginning must be made, for herein
is to be found the key to everything else,
Workers and thelr Tamilics must be as-
sured of food, shelter and clothing. No
matter what the price!

The mapagemnt and the proletarian
cadres of factorles should be freed of
supplementary bardensa, such as  the
Manting of potatees, breeding  rabbits,
ete. All questlons relating to sapplying
factorfes with pecessitics must be regu-
lated as independent and not supplement-
nry tasks,

Order most be brought inte the pro-
digetion of oljects for mass consumption.
Commaodities must be adapted to homan
uecds and not to the raw by-products of
the heavy Industry.

The process of inflation must be stop-
ped with an from land and the stable
monelary unit must be restored. This
difficult and palnful operation cannot be
undertaken without boldly curtalliog
capital investments, without sacriflcing
many hondred millicos that have been
inexpediently or Inopportupely sunk in
now cobstructions, in order that thus
lossea Into billlons may be forstalled io
Lhe future.

A temporary retreat is exigent both in
industry and in rural ecconomy. The
hithermost [ine of the retreat canooet
be determined beforehand. 1t will be
revealed only in the experience of capital
reconstroction,

The manpging organs musi  conlrol,
asaist, and pick out everything that ia
capable of living and functioning but
they should desist from driving enter-
prises to thelr doom, as is the case now.
The economy and the nman beings need
a breathiog epell from  administrative
violence and adventurism,

Many managers, a8 s shown by the
papers, have independently arcived at
the comclusion that 1038 must differ in
some essentin]l manner from the elapsing
yoar. Hot they do not draw their ldeas
to their conelusion, In ordeér not to ex-
rse themselves to danger.

Az touches the rofl transport, Eeon-
ombe Ldfe writes, “One of the most im-
portant tasks of 1033 must be the teak
of a full and final lquidation of each
and every Imperfectlon, non-completion,
poor the-np and disproportion in the func-
tioning of the different integral parts of
the fransport mecheanism.” Well spoken!
This formula should be sccepted In full,
and be expanded to apply to the entire
economy, a8 a whole.

As touches the tractor plant in Stal-
ingrad, Pravda writes, “We must decl-
sively dispense with defective methods
of workmanship, we must put an end
to fever along the conveyor in order
to guarantes a regulated ontput of pro-
duction.”, That {8 absolutely correct!
Planned economy, taken as a whole, re-
presents, in its typs, a conveyor on a
state gcale, The method of stulling up
holes fs incompatible with planned. pro-
doetion. 1933 must “put an end to fever
along the conveyor”, or at least we must
considerably lower the temporature

The Soviet government ftself has an-
nounced by preclamation & “turn” from
quantity to guallty In the sphere of
rural economy. ‘That {8 correct, but the
question must be approached on a much
wider acale. The matter touches not
only the quality of the cultivatlon of the
sodl, but the entire kolkhoz and sovkhos
policy and praxis. The torn from quan.
tity to quality must be carried over into
the fumctioning of the administration
Itaelt,

Firat of all, & retreat 1s Inevitable in
the sphere of eollectivisation. Here

USE THE CLUB PLAN. GET SUBS

lihe products of labar.

FOE THE MINERS.

THE MILITANT

The Death of the Father of Revisionism

more than anywhere else the administra-
tion Is the eaptive of its own mistakes. |
While superficially contiouing to auto-|
eratically command, and to specify wvn-
der the signature of Molotov and Btalin
the preclse number of acres for grain
tillage, the bureaucracy, in reality, fa
now floating with the current.

Congurrently, in the villages there has
appenred a neéw stratom of the socalled
“eotired” L e, former kolkbox members
Their number i growing. It Is out and
out insanity to keep by foree within the
colleclives peasants who pilfer the crons,
who sell the seed in bazaars and sub-)
sequently demand it from the govero-|
ment for sowing. However, it 18 no less
criminanl to leave the process of distine
tegration to its own course, The tend-
ency to place a cross, just now, over
the collectivization movement is now evi-
dently raising it head even within party
ranks. To allow thiz wonld be to throw
ont the ehild from the tub wlong with)
the soap suds,

1168 must serve to bring the collective
raral economy into alignment with the
techofenl, eeonomic and  coltural  re-
gources, This means—the selection  of
the moat viable collectives, their reor-
ganization In correspondence with  ex-
perience and the wishes of the basle
peasant mass, first of all the peasant]
poor. And, at the same (ime—the for-|-
mulation of such conditlons for leaving
the kolkhozes as would reduce to a min-
fmum the disruption of rwral economy,
to say nothing of the direct dangers of
civil war.

The policy of mechanically “lignidating
the kulak™ is pow factually discarded.
A cross should be placed over It official-
l¥. And simultaneously it is necessary
to ecatablizh the pollcy of severely re-
stricting the exploiting tendencies  of
the kulpk. With this goal in mind the
lowest strata of the villages must be
wielded together Into g unfom of the
peasant poor,

In 1833 the moujiks will till the land,
the textile workers will produce calico,
the blast furnaces will smelt metal, and
the rallroads will transport people and
But the highest
criterlon of this ¥ear will e not in
producing as much as one possibly can
and s fost as possible bot in pulting
dgeonomy In order; In checking over the
inventories, separating the  healthiul
from the diseased, and the good from
the bad; in eclearing away the rubbish
and mud, in boilding the lacking houses
and dinlng rooms, In finishing the roofs,
in natalling sonitory ventilation. Por,
in prder that they may work well, people
muat firat of all Uye like human beings,
and consequently satisfy their homan
s,

Tao sot aside o speeinl year of eapital
reconsiroction is A measure which by

iteelf solves nothing whatever of cOMrSe. | jicserion.

It ean attnin its major significance only
under a change in the very approach t|:||
economy, and, frst of all, to its living
protagonists, the workers and peasants,
The approach to ccondomy pertaiing  fo
the domain of politics. The weapon of
politles iz the party.

e tnsk of tasks iz to resgarect the
paety, Here as well we nust  take
an Inventory of the onérona inheritance
of the post-Lenln perlod, we muost separ-
ate the healthy from the ailing, the
good from the bad, we must clear away
the rnbbish and the mod, we mnst alr
angd disinfect all the offices of the bua-
reaneracy. After fhe party there fol-
low the Hoviets and the trade unions
The caplital reconstruction of all Soviet
organizations ia the most important and
the most nrgent task of 1833,

—T. TROTEKY.

Prinkipo, October 22, 1032,
THE BNI.

Opfn Letter to
Vandervelde

(Contioned from page 1)

of this logic often enough fall upon
proletarian revolutionists who took part
in the catablishment of the regime of
the dletatorship. Yes, in the develop-
ment of an lsolated workers’ state, De-
trayed by the international social dem-
oeracy, the bureaucratic apparatus has
acqaired o potency which is dangerous
for the soclalist revolution. I have no
need of this being called to my mind
But before the elasz enemy, I assume
full responsibility not only for the Oet-
ober revolution which produced the re-
gime of the dictatorship, but also for the
Soviet republic as it 18 today, with Its!
government which exlled me to a for-
olgn land and deprived me of my Soviet |
cizenship rights.

We have destroyed democracy In of-
der to master eapitallsm. You are de-
fending eapltallam allegedly in the name
of democracy, But where s it hidden, |
this democracy¥

Not in the port of Anvers, In any case.
There were dicks, cops, gendarmes oquip-
ped  with riflles. Bot not even the
shadow of the democratie right of
aaylium was to bhe found there.

And in spite of everything, I quoit the
waters of Anvers wilthout the slightest
pessimism. Durlng the midday paose,
dockers gathered on the deck, emerging
from the hold or coming from port.
There were two or three dozens of them,
of these strong and serene Flemish pro-
letarians, blackened for the most part
by ecoal dost. A cordon of detectives
spparated them feam na. The dockers
contemplabed the tablean in &ilente, tak-
ing the messure of everyone present
with thelr eyes. There {8 o solld docker
winking his eve in the directlon of the
Aatfeet. Our deck replies with amiles;
A movement surges through the workers.
Thiy have recopnized thelr own, I do
not say that the Anvers dockers are
Bolsheviks. But by a sound instinet they
took thelr place, In resuming their work,
they smiled amicably at uws and maoy
of them brought thelr goarled Sogers to

{Contioued from last issue)

It §s interesting to note that at the
outset, the party fathers and the official
theorists—Liebknecht the elder, Eautaky,
Bchoenlank  and  others included —at-
tached noe fundomental sigoificance o

Bernateln's vlews. The pariy press even
wrole st the outset that there is sOmo-
ihing healthy In the idea to submit the
party progrim to peciedic revislon on
the haziz of new developmenta. That the
spcinlist movement wonld split on this
rock which Hernsiein threw  indo  iis
midet, did ndt oeear o most of the
leaders mt the beginning,

The credit for the first shot in the
connter-ffensive, seems fo go to I*arvus
{Dr. Helpband), the brilliant HRussiao
Marxist who was then aetive in the Ger-
man  movement, He was promptly fol-
lowed by Hosa Luxemburg, whose com-
parative youlh in the German movemint
(il not diminizh the efectiveness of (he
Blows she contineed to strike for  the
Left wing througheut her life, down to
the very day when she wis assassinated
in Derlln by Bernsteln's  comrades-in-
arms, Fighting on their side were also
Klara Zetkin, Frang Alehring, Karl
Kautgky —always a little belotedly, ap-
pearing on the battleground at the very
end, as IRosa put it, like the Napoleonic
d Guoard !'—and the father of Russian
Marxizm Plechanow.

Ikefeats on Papers

With such an array  of intellectoal
ginnls massed against him, it is no won-
der that Bernstein suffered defeat after

defent,  But “these defeats were of a.l
formal nmature and left him  and hlElI
mavement unimpsded, In 1806, at  ihe

Hanover party congress, the party a.u.'E-:I
opled Hebel's reseolulion agoingt fhe re-’
vislonizty : “The party slands as  before
on the fonndation of the class siruggle

..«there la no eeason for the party to
change either its fundamental principles
and demanda, ftz tactics, or ita name,
that is, to become a democratic-socialist
reform party In place of a social dem-
ocratle party...."

In Ddresden, four yeara  later, the
radical  wing gained  another paper
trinmph when the revigionist attempts to
change the clazs struggle tactle of the
party were condemuved. Ooly 11 dele-
gates voled against this resolution ; some
were Left wingers, not wholly ealisfed
with it, the rest were a* thé extreme
Right. As for most of the revisionists,
ither mockingly voted for the resolution
amblst considerable  merriment. They
knew better than most of the radieals
that the resclution  wonld remain onf
paper, whereas the practise of the tﬁrt.'rll
wis awinging more definitely in  their
S0 prominent o party Iarherl
ng Auver, who cavefully refralned from
voling for Bernstein ot the party con-
greas, in safd te  have written  him:
“Lieber Fide, g0 was tut man, aber man
sapt o8 nichi”"—"My dear FEddie, that's
the sort of thing youw do, but you don't
talk about it"! This classic formula
contiing more than cynlelsm ; it sums up
the ldeas of the party leaders, on the
rond to their August 4, 1014 bt pro-
dent emough to conceal the fact under
the old watchwords aml banners.

The genning Marxist wing of the
movement was even then In favor of ex-
melling Bernstein from - the party. In
101, Plechanoy wrote: “In Bernsteln's |
views there are nbw left only i'eehlel
traces of aoclallsm. In reallty he stands
much closer te the petty hourgecis ad-
herentg of ‘“socinl reform” than to the
revalutionary socianl democracy. Yet he
ig sl ealled ‘party comrade’ and he
iz not requested to leave the parky™.
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Eduard Bernstein's ‘Triump
Over Militant Marxism

"

Itosa Luxemberg also presented o pro-!

posal foer his expalsien, but the very
jdea of such a ruthless messure horrified
the party lemdoers and, for (hat matier
most of the Left wingers., 1t was never
even tuken up by the party  congress,
Hautsky, at that time still engaged In
polemizing agninst DBernstein o that
dry, pedantic, lifeleaa manner which
rovisd to e no obsteele fo (heir eventunl
reconcilintion, eppos=l his cxpulsien, e
siogm] for preserving that peculine sort
of “freedom of opdnion in the party”
whirh hns always served to shicld the
Right wing from the attacks of the
Latt,

The discussion ogroend Bernstein's
views waue not, of course, confined to the
German movement, i writlogs oot
only guve a decisive impetus to a whole
seriea of revisionisr mattacks wpos  the
boaly of Marxzian dectirine by petty bour-
gonis cconomists and  aociolegists, bt
formed the line of demareation between
the two principal tendencliesz o the in-
tornatlonal socialist movoment,

In practise, amd not  infrequently  in
theary, he whole Hecond Internatlonal
was dominated by rhe pevislonist school,
it wid shown modt atrikingly ang fotal-
Iy mt the eruclal moment when the
world war broke oni. The rlse of 1m-
perialism  in the moest important coun-
trice of fhe two continents had reaeed
n lahor sristocrney that merged or al-
most merged with the lower middle «lass
which was being attracted  everywhere
to the socialist movement, Thelr inter-
cula became bound ap with the destines
of their respective  imperinlist  father-
lwnis,  Allqgiance to zocialism beeame a
“proctical ideal™ which woas reconeiled
without grest diffieulty with the fright-
ful ecxploitation of those tena of nil-
lHong of black, brown aund yellow colo-
ninl proples who never figured in the
Bernsteinian scheme, and for good canse.

The upper strata of the working class,
swelled hy an infinx of the petty bour.
geadsle from town and country, fortified
Iy a powerfol trade uniom and party
burenncracy, bolstered up by well-ostab-
labed instituwtions amd interests, recoils
= from the prospect of social revoln-
lion. With the graduval improvement of
their own conditions, and with cvery ap-
mrent prospect  of  stendily  “growing
Into” socinlism by the
progess [ the
M2 reached 4250000 elsewhore it rose
correspondingly ), the criticism  of the!
Left wing lost much of its vigor and ef-
fectiveness and the standpoint of RBern.
stein appenred to be justifed ey  the
facts of social evolution.

The Hauwtskyans and Bernstein

Added to this was the foet that the
official Marxist school, represented by
Kautsky with whom Laxemburg broke
long before the war, did not exelmde the
Bernsteinlan conception: it rather sup-
plemented it moch in the manner that
a left peg-leg assists a  still  vigorons
right foot. While the officlal program
of the German socinl democracy, adopt-
v in Erfurt towards the end of the
lnst centory, was formally Marxian, it
had wlde gaps o it through which H M
tunist practise could enter with enso,
The central criticism by Marx of the
Gotha program—the omission of the

1mr1inmp,|+“_n.; fhe ontspoken
German soclalist vote (n Whom Hernstein separated himself for a

;| Kantskyan formulation was open to in-
| wrpretations from both sides.
Plechanoy, hoewever, when the program
of (he Hussian Soclal Demoeratic Labor
[ I'mrty was being elaborated, did not fail
to dlenounce the omission of a clear re-

lelariat in the Erfurt program as theor-
alically incerrect and, In  proctise, &
cowardly congession to the opporiunisis.
Cowardly concessions of this sort, sereen-
el by formal wlherence to the termino-
logy of the claszg stroggle, proved to be
the esscnce of Kautaky's fight against
Bernstein,  PMlehanov's aphorism  in his
“Upen Lefter to Korl Kaulsky™ that
“Either the soeinl democcacy will  be
buried by Berpsteln or Berostein by the
a0cial democracy'™, was  verlfled with
eroel exactitude ot the decisive hour.
T'hie world war was the catalythe agent
which precipitnted the “theoretical dis-
pute” fnle two clearly deflnegd sides of
the class steuggle, Whot started out as an
“abatract diseusslon” ended by splitting
the soclnlist movement wide open, with
the representotives of  the proletarlan
revolution on one side of the barricades
amel the gocial-patricts, agents of im-
porializm, on the ofber, By and large,
these twe oluss camps were made up of
the =zume elements who divided on the

questions ralssl by Bernstein.  The antl-
Bernstelulans took thelr stand against
the imperinlist  war; the revisionlsts

supported the imperialist fatherland,

There: were cxceptions, it s troe.
Mechansy  tuened pateiot ; Leoasch, who
had played the radiesl before the war,
velunteereidl for the feont: Hyndman,
with his wrcid pre-war orthodozy, becrme
a jimgo. Hernstein on the oiber hand,
turwed Centrist and paclfist for the mo-
ment, amd effected a touching reconcili-
alion with 4is old friendly-enemy, Kaut-
kk¥. Lmt as a role, the old pre-war
divizions remained and became more
rigiil.

Berustein had sowed the seed which
Yielded the froits of soclal patriotism,
e of his most insistent argoments had
leen directed nagainst the Marzian ides
that the workers have mnae  fatherland.
This may have been justified in an agl-
tational sense, he nrgned, in 1547 when
the workers had ne rights and anlimits
il absolutism relgned throughout Euor-
ope. Now that the workers had won
undver=al sullrage, had partaken of the
cilltural achievements of  soclety, had
invaded  the  legialative bodies — the
workers did bhave a  fatherland This
ilea beeame the theoretical basis for all
gocinl-chauvinista from

short tie duriug the war.
A Shorl-Lived Centrisi

It goes withont saying that he foand
ne place al the side of Lenin and the
Bolsheviks duriog the war, any more
than they were at his side in the two
ibivades before the war, He did  not
stamd with Tdebknecht and hls revoly-
tionary oppositlon: nor did he ever re-
conclle himself with the other Spartac-
istg-—Lnxemburg, Mehring, Zetkin— who
conlinued (heir struggle agninet him with
even greater vigor doriog the war. His
anti-war position imd almost everything
In commen with pacifism and, aa o the
1wst, nething in common with soclalism,
He belonged to that group of 29 Relch-
slug deputies, led by Haase and Ledes
bour, who finally summoned up encugh
small cowrage to break the declslon of
the socinl democratic fraction and, on
Angust 20, 15, to leave the seaslon dur-
ing the vole on war credits. Seven

dictatorship of the proletariat—was

"ignored at Erfurt too. At all events, the

e —

thelr caps in slgn of greetings. There
it wag, onr democracy.

When the ot deseended the Scheldt,
in the misty fog, all aleng the quals,
with thelr cranes paralyeed by the,
erigis, cries of farewell reaounded [rom!

the port from unknown but  faithfal
fricnds,

In finlshing these linea between An-
vers and Viissingen, I send the workers
of Belgium a fraternal grecting.
December b, 10652,

Piﬂneer Pu[::,ishers Nmtes

The following letter ia a response (o
last week's announcement of onr plans
and diffienities by one of our friends
and sympathizers who has himself ralsed
twenty-five dollars for the publicaton of
our pamphlets. We hope that it will
be the signal for our friends to follow
hig example.

“The idens of the Left Opposition are
gradually penctrating Into the ranks af
the party membérs. The more honest
pirty members and  sympathizers are
turning to the Left Opposition for troe
information on amnd & Merxian inter-
pretation of the burning problems of the
Chinese, German, Russlan sltuations, the
world econemic crisis, unemployment and
ihe trode union movement.

“The Stalinist leadershlp of the Com-
intern and the American party have dope
everything fo confuse the proletarian

vanguard, The Left Opposition is the
only Communist corrent that has 8 Marx-
iat position on revolutionary ‘problems.
The Ideas of the Left Opposition are ex-
poanded in lta press. But this s nntl
aufliclent. Pamphleis and books have to
e published oo, During the year 18932
books of extraordinary imporiance on
the Chinese and German guestlons were
published by the League. Events, how-!
ever, move with great rapldity in {!Iia.-r-l
mitny, the Hoviet Unlon and . ofher
cotniries, New questlons arise and new
golutions are needed,

“ha anmounced in the last issue of
the Militant the League has on hand a
few timely pamphlets by comrade Trot-
sky and other comrades dealing with the
crisls in Boviet economy, the situation
in Germany, unemployment In thia coun-
iry, the role of the Left Opposition, ete.
Theae pamphlets, a great need of the
bour are, unfortunately, still In manu-

seript. Thele publication 1s delayed be-

cause of lack of [unds. Soch a sitan-
tion cannot be tolerated. These pam-
phiets shonld come out lmmedintoely.
“How enn it be done? Very emsily,
Through the establishment of a Poblish-
ing Lean Fund. Cowrades ond  sym-
pathlzera who are anxious to see the
ideas of the Left Opposition propagetsd
without undue delay should lend the

monthe later, 18 of the deputles formed
a fraction of their own which later be-
came the Independent Soclal Demoeratic
Party of Germony. In  the Centrist
USL'D, he shared leadership jolntly with
Kantsky, as a symbol of thelr esseatlal
reconciliability.

He dld not walt for the aplit at the
Halle Congress of the party where the
majority of the membership joined the
ranks of the Communist International,
Just as he had pioneered the revisionist
ovement, he ploneercd the most bitter
anti-Holshevik current in the soclal dem-
O} P2Uanysd a1 'gIgl Be L% &Y Lowisn
the bosom of Scheidemann, Noske and
Ebert, who were realizing In sangulnary
rractise the class collaboration theories
of Dernstein. Here too he had not long
o wuit for Kaulsky : both of them were
melive agents in re-cementing the ranks
of the Majority socialists with the pro-
digal sons who had left it for a while
nnder the pressure of discontented work-
ers. Except for the very last years of
his life, when old age would no longer

leagne a5 much a8 thoy ean afford for a
defintte period of time.
be uzed for the pablication of beoks and
pemphlets. The “debi” will be paid back

as rapldly as the pampbleta sell. There; \he siier factions:

iz noe risk in making thege loavs nod
they don't require great sacrifiees (and
no sacrifices are too great for revolu-
tionlats),

“Comrades and sympathizers! Ilelp
realize thie plan! Take out a few dal-
lars from the bank and “invest® them ino
the ideas of revelutionary international-
Ism! If you have no savings of  your
own persusde vour friends to mmke o
loan to the Leagne, We must get thess
pamphlets ont. Tet ua try nnd snceess
will be on our shle.

“Comradely,
"I, MARCUS"

Work is already under way on Unem-
oloyment -“od the Amerlean Working
Class by arne Swabeck. We will keep
our movement informed of the progress
we are making, But this does not mean
that the Idea put forith by comrade
Mareus {8 not as absolutely necessary
as he puts 1€ It is. There are many
obatacles to overcome before we  ean
finally =say that this pamphlet, wot to
apeak of the others, ia off the preass.

And those are the magle words we
are anxlously awaiting the opportunity
o announce. Ho let us have action on
comrade Marcus' suggestion. Who will

This mouey willi g

pervimit it, he was drawn ioto all the Apa-
conferences of that particular fae-
tion which rules the party and rogulates
the antagonisms and ambitions of all
the group of Wels-
Hevering - Breftschled Stampler- Loabe-

Hellmanmn.
Last
At the Heldelberg party congress in
125, his signal services to reformism
were generously acknowledged by the
whole party in the formal programmatic
reprddintion of the class struggle. His
coronatlon was also his vindication; but
evin more was it g vindieation of Plech-
auwov's prodiction. Bernsteln had burled
the socinl democracy. But by that thme
it r_-:m]d ne longer be relncaroated into
the democraticsocinlist reform party of
his carly dreams. It already functioned
nat only as a bulwark against revolu-
thom, but also as an obstacle to socisl
reform, It had betrayed the present of
the movement as well ag its Toture,
Bernstein triumphed not only over the
Left wing in the social democricy (and
that only formally, becauso

the Left
wing i teday restored on a  grander
seale In the  revolutlonary Communist

movement ), but over the Centrist morass,
His life’'s work is a lesson and a warn-
ing which the Communist movemit,
split into three wings as was the soclal
democracy a generation ago, will prodt
by heeding.

mettch hie loam of 256 dollars?

—MAX SHACHTMAN.

ference to e dictatorsbhip of the pro-,

S ———




