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Perspectives F arxism

Open Letter by Leon Trotsky to V. F. Calverton on the Revolutionary Intellectuals

Dwear Comrade Calverion :-—

I have received your pamphlet, “For
Revolution”, amd read it with  intevest,
as well us advantage to mysclf.  Your
arguments against (K1Y American
“knights of pure reform” are very con
vineing, certain of them are really splon-
did. But, so far os I anderstand your
inguiry, what you wanked foom me wWas,
not lterary compliments, but o poli-
tieml evaloation. I shall be all the more
willing to grant your request since tha
problems of Amerfcan Marxism huve ae.
guired at the present flue an extraordin-
ary Importance

By its charpcter angd structure. your
pamphlet was most approprinte for the
thinking representatives of the academie
youth, To iguere this group would, o
any case, be out of the guestion: on the
contrary, it 18 necéssary to know it and
talk to it in ita language. Llowever, ¥ou
yourself have froquently cmphasized in
thiz study those thoughts which nre cle-
mentary to a Marxist that the overthrow
of capitalism can be affccted only by the
proletariat. The revolutlonary cducntion
of is vanguard, you rightly proclain pE
the chief task. Dut in your pamphlet,
I do not find the brldge to that tusk, Dor
any indication of the direction in which it
must be sought.

CALYERTON OMITS

REVOLUTIONARY REALITIES

la this a reproach on my part? Both
yes and no. lo its essence your litle
book represents an answer to that kind of
petty bourgeols radical (in America they
goem to be wenring out the threadbare
pame of liberals) whe i veady fo ae
cept the boldest soclal eonclusion on con-
dition that they involve ne political wh-
ligation. wocialism? Compmunism?Y An-
arehlsm? All very good bat o oo other
way than that of reform. To transform
from top to boliom society, morality, the
family? Splendid! but by  all means
with the permision of the White House
and of Tammany. Apguinst these prelen-
tlous and froitless tendencics you dove-
lop as eald before, a victorlows arguoen-
tatlon. But this dispute thereby iuaevii-
ably tokes on the character of a domestic
debate in an intellectun]  elub  where
there s o reformist aml a Marxist wing.
So thirty and forty years ugo in 1etuers-
purg and Moscow the academic Marzist
dispufed with ocademic Popullst: musl
Hussia pass through the stage of capi-
talism or not? How much water has
flowed over the dam sinee that thoe!
Tho very necessity of toking the goestion
mag you do in youwr pamphlet fhrows a
glaring light on the political backwird-
negs of the United States, techinological-
ly the most advanced country in  the
world, Inosefar as you n#ither oan nor
bhave the right to tear yourseil ovut of
the American backgrouiul, therve s woe Pe-|
proach in my words |

vot at the same time there iz a re-
proach, since. bealde pamphlets ond clubs
where peademiec diseussions (o ond
agalnet revolutlon are carvied on, in the
ranks of the American proletarviat, with
all the backwardoess of s movement,
there nve diffecent politicsl, and amoong

Yemy's ocamp. I they still

e —

cussion olub iote the steeel. Buotb to dis-
prete about @ revolutionary party with
such suobs is o woste of lime. What we
are talking aboot ave the other, more seri-
s Marxists, who are n no way inelined
pn Lr meared by revolutlonary action, bat
whom the prescol Cousounist party dis-
puicts by b low theerctieal level, ba-
reaucratizm and Jock of gengine revol
tionary inltlative, At the same  time,
they say to themselves, that is the party
which stamils furthest to the Left, which
i Bound wp with the Soviel Usien and
wiich represents B in o cerlain sense,
[= it vight to atbeek ir, i it pernkasibla
fo eritlobese 2

STALINISM DRIVES
INTELLECTUALS TO QUANDARY

The opportunist and sdventarist viecs
of the preseil leadership of Lhe Com-
paeenist Dmberinntionsl and of i3 American
goction ure Log evidesl (o rsuire em-
phasls. 1o uny case, it is impossible and
nacless to repeat within the  fraomework
of this letter what is said on this theme
in o serles of lmlependent works.*  All
guestions of theory, strotegy, tactics and
oreunizution end by becoming the object
of deep divergences within Communism.
Uhree fundamental foctions have Becn
formed, which have suceeded in demon-
strating thelr character in the course of
the great events und problems of recent
years. The struggles among them huve
tukenn on all the sharper character since
g the Hoviet Union every differcuce wilh
the current ruling group leads to imme-
ilate expulsion from the party oand to
sState repressions,  The Marxist irilalli-
goitsia in the United SHtotes gs well as
in otler countrics 13 placed before an
plrernative; eltbher tacitly and obediently
Lo support the Comnmunist ITuternationanl
as 1t I, or to Le lneluded in the camp of
the counter revelution and the “soclal-
Fascisis™, A part of the inteliigentsin
clhsoses the Hest way , with closed or
half-closed cyes, it follows the oficial
Parvty. Anciher part wanders witheut a
purty howme, defonds where it can the
soviet Unien from slander, aod oceuples
ilmell with sbstract sevmong in favor of
the revolution without lndicating through
which gate thay can go Lo meet it ‘rhe
differcnce between these two  grooaps,
buwever, s not so gremt. On both sides
it iz an abdicatlon from the creation of
an Independent opinion and  from  the
conlrageous struggse for it, which is pre-
cisely where the revelutlovary beging
U Bboth sides we bave a type of fellow-
racveler and not ap active bullder of the

proletaviaon party, Certainly, o fellow-
traveler ls Letter than an encmy. But a

Marxist cunnot be u fellow-traveler of
the vevolutlon, and besidez, the experi-
enge of history bears witness that in
the miost declaive moments the storm of
the struggle hurls the majority of the
intellectual fellpw-travelers into the en-
return, It Is

| ship™ in Spain, and the policy of the un-

only after the victory bos been Couso-
lidated. Maxim Gorky Is the most color-
ful but mot the only cxample. In the
present Soviet appacatus,  locldentally,
clear up to the top a very lmportant
porcentage of people stood fftecn yeurs

them, revolutionary grouplngs. You say| 8¢ openly on the other side of the
pothing about them Your ].ramllhleta'l'“l'”lf“d'zm

does not mention g word about the 0| yypYISM KO DOGMA—

called Soclalist party, nor the Comooamne

fsts, por the transitional forpntions, not| GUIDE TO ACTION

to speak of the struggling foctions with- ik i weoMMsAEy (0 Fememiber hit

in Communlzm. This meana that yon
are talking to nobedy in particalar aod
calllng them to nowhere in particular.
YTou exploln the inevitabillty of the roey.
alution, but the iotellectunl who is con-
vinced by you can gquietly smoke his cigar-
ette to the end aml go on bto the order
of the day., Ipsofer there is n omy words

an element of reproach.

I would not put this clreunstance o
the first place if It did noet seem Wb me
ithat your politleal positlon as 1 coneeive
it from your articles 13 typieal of a
quite numerouns and theoretlcally very
valuable stratum of left fntelligentain in
the United States.

INTELLECTUALS FEAR
CONSEQUENCES OF CLARITY

To talk of the Hillguit-Thomas purty
a8 a tool of the proletarian cevolution
is evidently oot of the gquestion. With-
out having achieved in the slightest de-
grea the power of Buropean reformism,
American Sectal-Democracy has  appre-
priated all its viees, and barely passed
childhood, has already falién inte what
the Hussians eall “dog-zenility™. I hops
that you will agree with this evaluation
and perhaps explain these considerntions
on many future cvcasions, But in  the
pamphlet “For Hevolution” you did net
gpeak a word about  Social-Denrocracy.
Why? If seems to me hecause, after
gpeaking of Socisl-Demecracy, you world
have bad to give an evalunatlon of the
Communist party too and this is not only
2 dellcate bot also an exceedingly re-
sponsible question, which imposes obliga-

tlona and leada to comsequences. Por-
haps I may be mistaken in thinking so
with respect to you personally but many
American Marxists aobviously and
ostentatiously avoid flxing thelr posi-’
tion with respect to the DParty. They!
consider themselves fricnds of the Soviet
Unlon, sympathize with  Commaonism,
write articles about Hegel avd the fn-
evitabllity of the revolution and that is
mtl, Htill that §a not enough, slnee the
instrnment of the revoution is the party,
i3 it not?

I would not like to be misunderstood
Under the tendency to avold the peae
tical consequences of a clear position, I
am far from onderstending the concern
for persomal well-belng, Admittedly,
thers are many quest-Marxists whom the
Communlst party repels by its aim  of
bringing the revolutlen out of the dis-

Marxism beth interprets the world and
teachis bow to change it. The will is the
moving element jn the domain of knowl-
edge, too, If Aarxism loses ks will to
trunsform  political realily, it loses the
abiiity to woderstand it The Alarxist
whao, for oue secomlary consideration or
guother, dees not carcy his conclusion (o
the end, betrays Marxism, To overlook
fhe differcnt Commuonist factions, =0 w8
not engage and compromise opeself, slg-
wifies to igeore the activity which
through all its contradictions, forms the
vanguard of the closs; it signifies to
cover onesolf with the abstraction of the
revolution, as with o shield, from the
‘blows and bruises of the res! revolution-
Ary process.

When the Left boargesdis  Journalista
summarily defod the Seviet Roepublic as
it is, they acomplish a progressive and
proiseworthy work. For a Muarcist oey-
olutionary, it is absolutely insufficient.
The tosk of the Oclober revolution, do
uot forget, has not yet been accomplish-
eed, Ouly o parrot can find satisfaction
in the repetition of the words, “the vie-
tory ia assured”. No, it is not nssured!
The victory is o problem of strategy.
There iz no Look which indieates in ad-
vanee the eorrect orbit for the first work-
cra' Stute. The hend docs not and can-
wot exist which can contain the com-
plete formula for Soecialist soclety. ‘The
roads of ceonomy and politics must still
be determined through experience and
created collectively, that iz, In permanent
conflicts of ideas. A Marxist who limits
himsclf to a summary eympathy, without
taking part in the struggle on Questons
af eollectivizatlion, Industrlalization, the
regima of the Party, cbe, stamdls no
higher than the progressive bourgeois of
the type of Duranty, Louis Fischer, ete,
It on the contrary, lower because he
misuses the name of revoluifonary.

To avold direct angwers, to play Glind
man's buff with great problems, to re-
muoin diplomatically sllent and walt, or
still worse, to guict oveself with the
thonght that the present stroggle within
Bolshevism is o guestion of personsl am-

* [ permil miyself to refer you to A
New York weekly paper, The Militant,
amnd a gerics of bhooks and leaflets isawed
Ly the Ploneer Publishers. ‘Tha paper
a3 well as the publishing house belongs
to the Communist League of Ameriea

(126 E. 16th Street, New York Clty).

bitiens, means Lo protect meotal laziness,
to yield to the worst Philistive prejodice,
and to be deomed to demorallzation. Oa
this subject, I bhope we shall not bave
auy differcoces with you,

The policy of the proletariat has a
great theoreticnl tradition and that s
one of the sources of its power. A traln.
el Marxist studies ibe diferences be-
tween BEogels and Loassalle with regard
to the Buropesn war of 18300 It Is oee-
cEaary fo do 89, DBut if he I8 Dot a
pedant of Marxist historiegraphy, not a
bopokworm but a proletarinn  revolution-
ary, 1t Is o thousand times more lmpor-
funt @nd urgent for him to salabarate for
him=ell an londependent oplnlon about the
sevolationary strategy In China from 1925
e 1%i2, It was precisely on that ques-
thonn that the strogele within Boelsheviam
first reached the state of an explosion.
Impoziible to be g Marxist without tak-
ing a position in a qoestlon on which
depends the fate of the Chinesé revolu-
tivn and of the Indian, too, that Is, the
future of almost hall of homoanity !

AMERICAN MARXISM
AT CROSS ROADS

It a8 very useful to study, let us E&¥,
the old differences among Kussian Marx-
ists on the charpcier of the future Hus-
slun revolution; naturally, aceording to
first hand authorities, and oot the IEWOT-
aot aud disloyal compilations of (bhe epl-
gones. ULut ipcommensurably more im-
portant is it to elaborate for oneself a
elenr ynderstandiog of the theory and
practice of the Anglo-Hussiun commit-
tee, of the “third peried”, of “social-
Foscizm™, of the “democratic dietntor-

fied front. ‘The study of the past [s in
the last aualyels justified by the fact
that it helps ope to orientate himself in
the pregent.

Impermissible for Marxist theoreticinm
to pass by the congreases of the First
international, But o thossand  times
more urgent is the study of the living
differences concerning the Amsterdam
anti-war congress of 1032 What ia the
value, In effect, of the elncerest and
warmest sympathy for the Soviet Unloo
it it is accompapied by indifference to
the meiheds of its defonse?

Is there wow a theme more important
for a revolutionary, more gripping, more
burping, than the struggle and the Cate
of the German proletariat? Is it possi-
Lle, on the other hand, to fix one's rela-
tiony to the problems of the German rev-
olution while passing 1.'43 the diferences
in the camp of German and international
Commupism? A revelutiooary who has:
ne opinion on the policies of Stalin-
Thaelmann s not o Marxist. A Marzist
who liag an opinion but remalns silent
i= wot o revolulionary.

It iz not enopgh to preach the utility of
technology ; it ia necessary  to bulld
bridges. What wonld be thought of a
young doctor who, instead of working In
the operating room, would satisfy him-
self with reading the blographles of great
surgeons of the past? What would Marz
have said about o theory which, instead
of decpening revolutlonary practlce,
woulld serve to separate one from t?
Moat probably he would repenat his sar-
castle sentence, “No, I am not a Marx-
ist".

Al the evidence Is that the present
erizis will be a great milestone in tho

THE MILITANT

politics]l rond of the United States. The
gelf-aufficlent American provinelalism s
in any case nearlng its end, Those com-
monplaces which Invarlably nourished
Americon political theught in all {ts ram-
ificationa are completely worn out. All
classes necd a new orfentation. A radi-
cal renewal, not only of the clrenlating
tut alze of the Axed capital of political
ideology, Is imminent. If the Americains

=

persist in their Hackwardness in the dom-
aln of Hoecialist theory, it dees not mean
that they will remain backward always.
It is possible to veoture without much
risk a contrary phophecy: the looger
the Yuukees are satlsfed with the ideol-
ogieal old clothes of the past, the mora
powerful wili be (he impetus of thelr
revolutionary thought when its bour
will strike. And it is opear. The
eclevation of revolutionary theory (0 Dow
bhelghts cun be looked for im the mnext
few decades from two sources: the Asis-
tic East and Americs.

The proletarian movemwent has displaced
in the course of the last hundred-odd
years itz natlonal center of gravity sov-
cral times, England, Fraoce, Germany,
Hussia—this was the historical sequence
of the home of Socallam and Marxzism.
The present revolutionary hegemony of
Russin ean least of all claim o durable
character. The fact itself of the exlat-
cuce of o Soviet Unlon, especially befors
ihe proletarian victory o one of the ad-
vanced Htates, has naturaly an lmmeas-
urable mportance for the workers' move-
ment of 2l coantrles, But the immediate
influeiee of the Moscow reling faction
upon the Communist International has al-
ready become a brake on the development
of the world proletariat. The fertilizing
ideology of Bolasheviem has been res
placed by the stifling pressure of the
appargtus. It I8 not neccssary Lo prove
the disastrous consequences of this re-
gime: It euffices to point to the leader-
ship of the American Communlst Party.
The liberation from the witless bureag-
eratle command bas become n guestion
of life and Jeath for the revolution and
for Marxism.

Yoy are totally right; the vanguard of

the American proletariat must come to'

base itself on the revolutionary traditions
of its own country too. In & certaln
sense we can admit the slogan, “Amerl-
conize Marxism!" It does not mean,
certainly, to submit ite foundations and
methods to revision. The attempt of Max
Eastman to throw overboard the mater-
inlistle Qialectic in the Interests of the
“gpgoeering art of revolution" repre-
gents an obviously hopeless and in its
posslble  coniedd e retrograde adven-
ture, The system of Morxzism has com-
pletely passed the test of history. Es-
pecially now, in the epoch of capitallst
decling—of wars and revolutions, storms
and shocks—the materlalistic dialectie
fully revenls its indestructible force, Ta
Americanize Marxiem sigpifles to root it
in American acll, to verify It agalnst the
events of American history, to explore
by itz methods the problems of Amerlcan
economy and politics, to assimilate the
wirld revolutionary experience under the
viewpoint of the tasks of the Amerlean
revolution. A great work! It Is time to
approsch it with the shirtsleeves rollad
.

NEW VISTAS BEFORE

U. 8. COMMUNISTS

Omn the ocenslon of strikes In the Unl-
ted States, where the decomposing cens
ter of the Flrst Internationnl wes frans-
ferred, Marx wrobte, on July 206, 1877 to
Kngels: “The porridge is beginning  to
boil, and the transfer of the center of
the International to the United States
will yet be justified Anally”™.  Beveral
days later, Engels answersd him: “Only
twelve yvears after the abalition of bond
glavery, and the movement hna already
nehieved such acoteness! They both,
Marx and Engels, wers wrong. But as
in the other cases, they were wrong as
to tempo, but not as to directlon. The
great porrldge from the otber side of
the oeemn beginsg to boll; the turn in the
development of Amerfcan capitalizm will
inevitably provoke a blomsoming of crit-
ical and generalizing thought, and per-
hapa In Bot &0 loag & tlme as from the
transfer of the theoretical center of the
Internationnl to New York.

Refore the American Marxist open
virtually grandiose, breath-taking per-
spectives |

With sincere greetings,
Prinkipo, Nov, 4, 1082 1. TROTSEY.

Piu:rne;ar Puuishars Not-zs

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

Volumes two and thres of the History
of the Rossian Revolution by comrade
Trotaky will be out in Jannary. The
price of a boxed set of all three is
£10.00. They may be bought singly or
i sots or two at a time.

We know that a great many of our
comeadea and readers are anxzious  fo
rend avd study these books but are un-
able to pay for them at obe blow. For
them we offer the following arrange-
ment: they may begin now to pay for
them on an installment plan; when they
have paid up we will ship them coples
of the volumes they want. We would
like to ship the books on eradif but
we are unable to do so. Our very bad
finaneial situation makes it impossible
ko invest any money in this. We will
keep acenrnte records and lssue receipts)
as we go along, There will be Do er-
rors from this end.

THE UNEMPLOYMENT PAMPHLET

The raging fAnancial crigis has made
it peeessary to postpoue for a while the
publication of the two popular Marxist
pamphletsa we annopnced a short  time
ago. From the enthusinsm which greet-
ed our announcement we  know  that
mlany will be keenly disappointdd by
ihis delay. But it eould not be helpel

Wea are getting around to the first one.
Unemployment and the American Work-
ing Class by comrade Swabeck. If wel
are able to ketp anywhere near oor
schedule it should be out toward the
end of January. It will be aboat twenty-
four pages, printed on newsprint, and
will =ell for five cents. We will =sell
them from Mew York Ino lots of pot leds

than five. Postage will be extra. In
lotg of ten amd more we will give a
reduction of Ltwo cents on a pamphlet.
A lot of tem will sell for thivty cents
plus postage 1f ordered from us at one
time. Comrades who order a lot  of
five or more can gell them one at a
time, of conrse. The idea behind the lot
requirement s to ent down the exos-
sive cost of postage which i terclfic.

THE PUBLISHING FUND

Comrades may order now. It will help
conslderably. The funds raised for this
purpose will be used exclusively for
getting out the pamphlet. It iz too
early to speak of a publishing fund. But
that fs the directlon in which we are
hended. This can very well be the be-
glnning of 1t. The ldea iz to ralse &
fund to be nsed only for the publicm-
tion of 1llteratore.

OUR SCHEDULE

This fund will he devoted in the next
period to getting out  the followlng
works: after the unemployment pam-
phlct will come What the Left Opposl
tion Stands For by comrade Shachiman ;
Sovlet Feonomy by comrade Trotsky!
The Dnly Road by comrade Trotsky ; and
a reprint of the Draft Program and the
Strategy ns one work, which they really
Are.

We are unable to assign dates now
for these, The fApanclal crisls plays
dneks and drakes with our plans, But
the publishing fund is the key to the
problem. We will retorn to this theme
again.

USE THE CLUEB PLAN. GET SUBS
FOR THE MINERS.

The A. F.L. and Un
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ion Unity

The Stalinist Policies Fail to Meet the Test of the Situation

{Continued from page 1)
boratlon uolons instead of company un-
fons, That marks an advaoce. More-
over, they will consider the advisabilicy
of the six-bour day slogan and even
state that 1t s necessary to pay atben-
tion to the queation of teade union wo-
ity.

Will There Be a Change of Folley

In general the whole gquestion of trade
union policy, uod o particular, the
gquestion of independent uniops by split-
ting off minorities versns the issue of
trade uplon unity is due for some seri-
ous attentlon by the Comiptern and the
various portles. That fz not only u-
dicated iu the compelling foroe of devel-
opmeuts of the class struggle but also
in the shifting winds withio the Comin-
tern,

In siermuny, fur czample, the oilicial
purty has attalped g moss basis. But
it has, of cowrae, pursued ihe Comin-
tern polley of splitting the trade unions,
The independent, “revelutionary™ un-
ions falled to aiiract the masses. Cod-
gequently the Germon delegation went
to the fifth RILU congresa  with  the
slogan to “congquer Lozovsky but not (o
annihilate him". They counted on the
support of Piateitzky. But  that was
before Stalin iotervened, After that thae
idea of splitting and creating indepen-
dent gnions all along the line won out
completely. Onpe of the Uerman dele-
gates reproached Piatnitzky : “Bot  com-
rode Piatnitzky voo spoke yesterday bn
an entirely different  vein”  Wheroopon
ihe latter answered loconically: “Yes
that was yesterday,”

But within the Comintern the turn
toward the Right has since become more
nnmistukalde, Many of the lesser bu-
reancrats, who want ao end to the pol-
jey of trade uynion splita, are therefore
agaln turning open lozovsky, not mere-
¥ to conquer him, but alse to annihil-
ate him. The formule, by which he won
them over in the past; that just as the

revolutionary unions are schools for
Communism so are the reformist unlons
sehools for capitalism; that formula s
now used 85 the noose with which £o
hang him and his pollcy. But  such
methods of change, of colurse, can uot
serve at all to educate the revoluton-
ary cadres,

Should these shifting winds not fully
suceeed Iu affecting o change at  this
moment we may expect that the actoal
forees of clozs relations will soon exert
a sofficiently strong pressure  in that
direction. We will oot conteod that
the guestion of these ludependent, “rev
olutionary” unions and the liguidation

as acutely here as, for example, in Ger-
many. Not at all. XNor do we attempt
to draw a direct analogy. But we do
contend that the lnereased speed of the
eluss relations in motion compels much
piore @erious consideration of thls ques-
tlon than herclofore.

The Unorganized and the A. F. of L.

such cousideration lnvelves primarily
the guestion of attitude toward the bwo
muin problems: the organization of the
unorganized and activity within the A
F of L. Essentinlly the policy of organi-
gation of the unorganized adopted by the
party in 1928, in the shaping of whh:_ll
we, who are today in the Lolt Oppost
tion, had & coosiderable part, still re-
muing correct. The potentinlithes in this
fleld have not grown less today but have
rather inereased That will be even mére
theé case in the future period of rising
atruggles and therefore becomes declsive
for our orientatlon. But this question
cannot entirely awalt a futare settle-
ment; it demands a correct preparation
today.

Todany the only trade union buse re-
sembling o moes character is the A F
of L, and the kindred unions of the rail-
rouid brotherhoods. It would be foollsh
to contend that things will always pe-
main so0. As a matter of fact, as the
A Y of Li has constantly become narrow-
ed down toward ecmbraciog skllled trades
exclusively, it ls well to pay attention
to the possibilities of organization with-
in the baslc and unorganized industries
arising entrely as & new movement. That
should also mean possibilities for a new
militant base. But even that gives no
reasch whatever to assume that the A
F of L will pass out of existemce. Nor
should the revolutionary policy be pre-
dicated upon that. On  the contrary,
even the most favorably vaclant of fu-
ture possibilities would still not elimin-
ate the question of ifrade uwnlon wnity.
If the revolutionats are able to baild
up seme stréngth within the unlons they
will also be able to partlcipate in deter-
mining conditions for unity.

These, In general, were our views
when we participated in  shaping the
correct party policy. But, subsequently,
following our expulsion;, the pollcy be-
came completely emasculated.  Instead
of organization of the unorganized we
had the withdrawal of the militant min-
orlty sectlons from the A. F. of L. wn-
ions. The TUEL was token of  §ts
path as the center of the Laft wing
within the mass unbons, 1L was (rans-
formed into a revolutionary center to
organize “revolutionacy” unions  from
the top down which all remained mam-
crically small, scctarian and kept in
leading strings. ‘This conld serve only

the A F of L bureaucraey lenving i
in wndisputed control. Genevally speak-
Ing the reactionaries galned at the ax-
penst of the revolutionigts. In the
Houth, whatever unloniam 13 left lg im
the hands of the A ¥ of To In the neadls
trades the A F of L has gnined. In the
miine fields new independent uolons have
replaced the TUUL. And to  completa
the pleture practically the same condi-
tiona obtaln throughout the union feld.

The Question of Trade Unlon Unity

This 18 the pleture of devastation

wronght hy o fulse trade unlon policy.
Anid B i3 from this that the Left Op-
A IRETET j_h'l.'lli.'t"'l.‘liﬂ withh the &slagnn of
trade univn wuity fully cognizant of the
fuet thutt thee forces  of class  relations
ipe i conatant motlon.  Hence the pro-
coesg of unlly cannot remain the same
at every stage or in every sphere. While
revolnitonisrs have the general rond (o
thelr goml  definitely  marked  out, the
method of making the curves encounter-
ol alepends entively upon the nature of
the cwrves and terrvitory taversed,  We
are not bonnd in advanees, nor con o wWe
Iny down in advance, any specitle focm
or forimili which will 8t the varlous
situation which arize. Onr slegans, our
tactics and onr methods while  ftting
fnte o general =teategy most alse be
s gnoldel and applied that they bar-
aalze with cach specilie stage of de-
velupient,

Two years ago the Left Opposition od-
vanessl the unity slogan Tor the needle
irades uplons in the form of proposing
n umited front lewding to 8 merger lee-
tween Bhe party directel industrinl on-
fonn and the 1LGWIL Today we propose,
a4 a step townrd unity, that the indus-
trinl unlon =honld declare its readiness
to ra-emter in o body inte the TLGWT
on  the oonditlen of trade union dem-

that ki af aplitting policy s posed
e o : . I !::m:ltr: trades it i3 =atill cssentially the

ogeratic rights being guarnptesd, In this
there s no chovge of genernl palicy
anly the formula for realizstion of un-
iy has changed awl, of necessity, so0
ax to cortespoml (o the relation  of
forces which have become more [AVOT-
able to the Right wing. The proposal
of twa yvears aps diil net attempt o
define in n direet sense (he relations
to the A F of I, while the present die-
votly  implies inelnsion within it. Sach
et fons, of conese, must alse be deter-
mined primarily upon the basis of the
rolation of forecs In ench specifie io-
atanoe,

In the mineflelds teday, on the other
lamd, we have o situntion of o differ-
ent charneter. In the soft conl  flelds
the UMW of A broke down, the rebel
forces within became the majority nnd
Foueed 1o alteroafive bot the formatlion of
1 'lle-w. indepenilent union. Nevertheless
flic unity issue iy posed there and has
bewn advaneed correctly by the Left Op-
position. But it Is an issue of unity not
with the UMW of A but of the varlons
new miners unfons agolnst 1f, amd  In
this sense also ngninst the A T of L
In thia Held, as elsewhere, the formula
for the realizsalion of unll.j' sl eOr-
respond 1o the existing conditions, be-
cau=g it iz primarvily determipned by the
relation of foreca. DBut while the for-
miedn s aquite different from that of the

anme g@eoeral policy.

Tt party  leadership these goes-
thons pre st anathema, Can they e
main =0 very long? Obviously not. It
will also be compelled to inke cognie-
wmr of The development of the relation
af forees within the trade anion field. In
the fature, the guestion of trade union
palicy will have more far-reaching im-
pieations,

If the revolutiomary party I8 to have
any influence upen the foture course of
the trmgde union movement 1t must, first
of all, return to the policy of active
work within this movement. It shounld
now be In g position te draw o Balance
from it period of creation  of  new,
“revolutionanry unlons™. The resalt wlil,
of  conrgs, appenr  aqoite negntivel  bat
it ean aml should become a0 stacting
podint for o new erlentatlon, an orlenta-
tlon toward trade wvuilon unlty., Within
that gencral orientation should e po-
ordinated the ccoris of @ eorrect policy
of organization of the unorganized to-
gether with active work In boilding a
Taeft wing within the  existing masa
nmions,

—ARNE BWARECK,

PARTY MILITANT SPEAKS FROM
PLATFORM OF OPTOSITION
IN NEWARK, N. J

A very interesting lecture was arrang-
el by our Newark branch on Suanday,
December 4, ot the Hungarlan Workers'
Home. The leclure was delivered by
comrade BHasky on the aubject of the
world crisis and the immediste tasks of
the Communist partles. An  unusually
large crowd turned out, among them
many party members and sympathlzers,
Before the Hoor was turned over to the
apeaker, o party comraide, representing
the Unemployed Councll of Newark re-
quested the floor to apeak on outragéous
brutalities the Hunger Marchers recelved
at the hands of the anthorities, He call-
ed upon the meeting (o reglster its pro-
teat. Comrade Basky supported his call
and suggested the adoption of a resolu-
tlon of protest, to be sont by the meeting
to president Hoover, demanding the right
of the Hunger Marchers to present their
petitlon to Congress. A reesalution to
thiz effect was drown up, adopted by
the meetlng and sent by wire
The lecture of comrade Basky, pre-
genting the positlon of the Left Opposi-
tlon on the world crisis and connterpos-
Ing the Marxian-Leninlst policies of tha
Laft Opposition to those of the Stalinlst
leadershlp of the party, was followed by
the audlenee with the greatest attentlon,

After the lecture comrade Nagy, ¢hale-
man, called wpon ecomrade Leltoer, a
well Enown functionary of the party. to
present the position of the party on the
game subject, offering him the feor for
whatever time he deemed necessary for
an adequate discassion of the qtestion.
Comrade Leltner spoke for forty min-
nteg, quite ohjectively, He made a very
slneeere, but unsuccesaful attempt to de-
fend the Ztalinist pollcles of the party.
After his gpeech the floor was thrown
apen for goestlons which were answered
by comrade Basky.

—L B




