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Million to Be Expelled!

The New Stalinist Plan for «Purgings the Russian Party Ranks

The New York Times of December 27 pevent It from stuffing the party in a0

fmforme uws in Moseow  dispatch  from
Wolter  Dwrnnty, the  correspondent
whose services ib commands o pOartner-
ghip with the Stalinist apparatus, of a
wewt event fmpending s the Soviet Un-
ion.

“Mearly o omillion members of  the
Communist party may be deprived of
leele pensler=lip rights s the coning
it hs, when Joseph Stalin follows the
examiple el by Lenin and  porges  the
asrerneiEml ion of wnde=irnble elements.
The pacty lself has w little move thuan
o e 2, ) meers, oL Uhe iy lLins
grown too [ust, amnd many of its mem-
bers, tlhwengh loyval, @ve idiacipined.
Many, twough loval momd disciplined, are
ignornnt wiul unfit for the leadersblip to
which Lanin destined them. Some are
nobt aven leyal and lmve broken discip-
Mo Ondy foday the wewspaper Fravda
reports The expalsion and nevest of nine
Uommniista,  Ulkeaindan di=trict leaders,
who ol mmele commdaen canse with the
Enlmk #=neany, and (leere aee sindlar cnzes
frome the Coaneasns to Siberin.  In 19021,
when Tasnin p|||'!.1'-:':] il pariy, wolves in
shecp's clothing, the bliml leading the
Blind, @ called them, wed Stelin will

follow bis bavd exomple,”
The gratuitous referenee o Lenin was
nndoubiiedy  furoished  Doranty by the

ilegmiciment.  For in peality, there i5 no
nntwrnl eonneciion botween fhe porging
af Ll porly eacrid throwgh i Tanin's
diay and the one being planned toeday, in
which oo esthmated third of the parly
pembership is o ke cxpellsd.

An Involuntary Admission

The mere olbwervalion that in the six-
teenth yegie of the Bolshevik vovoluibomn,
oneg thivil of the vty membership muosd
b turned ont, Is itsell o crashing ine
dictment of the whole system Introdgeed
inta the party by the Stalinlst appoer-
@i,

How «id Loenin carey theongh Che
cleansing of 1he party durlong his peciod
of lemdershipy The key to the situntion
at that lime as well as to Lenin's ap-
prodeely to the problem §s jodicated by
his famons propossl that oine-lenthe of
the Mensheviks and Soelal Revolotion-
ists who Jjoined the Dolshevik parly nfs
ter the revolutlon, should be expelled
forthwith! “Flhe difference noww i85 that
Stalin has been carrying through  the
purgings at the other end.

Urmder the Centrist veglme, the barean-
eracy has been swelled to enormons pro-
prortians.
jected all the Menshervik elements who
cliscovered” the Bolzhevik  vevolution
after it was already firmly establisled
and  eonsequently "r\'l!".-ij_'ﬂ;"il_",ﬂllll.r“. whereas
the organleers and leaders of the revolu-
tion and the Comintern bave been sim-
ultancously cjected from the parly, For
thie Trodskys, lRakovskys, Muralevs and
sosuovakys who were expelled from the
party, the Stalin maching  sobatifated
anch organic anti-Bolsbeviks ag Chubar,
Martinev, Saslavsky, Rafes—to say noth-
ing of the boorgeois sabotagers ke
ionzin, Groman, Kondratlbey and Co.

Colncldental with this process aongd in-
separable feom 1f, the paviy has  been
aystemmtically disselved inte the clozs
ns o whole, reduced to an saumporhoos,
fuert muass. When the Opposition  de-
mapiaded from 1024 onwards that the pro-
lsturian compesition of the paly be de-
alsively stréngthencd, the bureaneracy
rajzed a hue and cry agaiost it on the
grounds that the party would be swelled
fnte a huge mewmbership. This did not

Canadian Organ Issued

Lekt Opposition Launches “Vanguard’ as Monthly in Toronto

A pew  achlevement for e luterio-
pional Left Opposition ks vepréeseuted by
this Iaswchbig of its own organ in Can-
ada, ‘The Vaoguord, For soversl years
the Cponsdinn Commupist movement wis
more or less isolaped from the world-
wide purty  aml ihe stroggle  begun
sround Lhe problems ralsed by the Left
Opposition did mot find bomediate eche
in Canada, It was only after the public
decinration in fovor of e Opposition
issned by the chairman and co-founder
of the party, comreade Blauries Spector,
that the Left wing received lis fArst or-
ganbized formw. In vecent tiwss, the pre-
Hminnry grouod work done  with  the
aid furnished by the Mlitant and he
distribution of eomrnde Trotsky's works
Lag borne  feoalt in the forward spuct
that the Conadian Opposition has cx-
perlenced. Several months agoe, the move
ment was strengthensd by the addition
of comricle Jock MacDonahl who wos
for yenrs secretary of the party and
sl prominenl spokesman for Commuon-
s in the country. Sinee then, the Op-
position In Teronto has gained consider-
ably in wmembership aml prestige, aod
extemded the sphere of its activities in
e Lrocle anion movement and — among
the wnemployed  workers who o have
crhited a fairly claborate mopvement in

TrTTTYYTY

Into its ranks have beco in-

I
A - , votsinaed, and  without the direct and
limison oflieer in the Htalinist Agit-T'rop
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promiseiois anid indisceiminate a man-
ner as Lo burst its Hrmoess, its mobility,
its vamguard character. Pariienlarly in
recent years, this plebiscitary decomposi-
tlon of the party hna taken on the most
disastrous forms. The working foree of
whole factories——composed in large ]’H'Irtl
of backward woarkers whom 17-18 years
of worlkl war and twoe revolutions did not
frupel to Join the party !—was obliged to
enter fhe party by porely adiministeative
means,  In this whole job of eliminaling
the voanguard chavacter of the party,
i. e, of elimipating that feature which
putkes it the party of the proletoriat,
thie ®inlinist apparontus has been corefnl
tir gteengtlicn s own bureaueratic posi-
tion. For to the same degree fhat the
party was heing dizsgolved into the class,
thee wppeer stratum of the party dissoelved
the omla which conoectel it with the
vty ranks, and rised itself above and
by oaeed  eleem.

Idissolving the Party

For all of this the proeletarian dicta-
forahip ks puying a beavy price today.
e jdea conecived o the distoried mind
of the bureaperat thut g soclalistically
plumed cconony  could be carricd out
apdminiztrative means, by

Iy puaiedy

gennine  participalion, the real controld,
ihe real indliatlve of the masses—which
e e assured only under a regime of,
workera” democracy—has proved o htl
fulse Lo the roota and permnicious in its
colEeguences,  ‘This  neeessary workers'|
democracy wmust start In the party, which
leads the cluss. But that Iy precisely’
where ihe tronble lies. The party, a:hﬂtl
theongh with alicn elements, i3 hacked
for hits, Its restoration as o pArty,
pulsing, bresthing, thinking, acting and

controlling  its executives, Is the burn-
fng need of the moment.
A letter from Moscow, written to-)

wards the end of November, will HEI"FL‘I
to wive an insight into the real ul.l.uutw:u'-l
“Yes, mouy things have changed in re-|
cent weeks, The dominant  feature of
the sitimntion remains the shoking of the
personal position of Stalin. The "gen-
crul secretary” has lost  all  standing
among his own sdpporters. On the other
hapd, we are hoappy to observe bow the
standing of L. L. Trotsky is K.I"'J'Pr'hlii
in the politienl cireles and among the
advamesd proletarlan strata. Those who
weare onee bhis most embittered critles are
becoming, §n many Instances, hls woarm-
egt partisans. We could cite many ex-
amples in the capitals. Many of those
wihio fonght him, whoe approved of his
exile, admwit foday fhat a great future
bz oponing up to him, his ideas and his
comnpanfens,  Others arve disturbed with-
ont end over his new works, his view-
pointa, efe. ... Believe us, this tells more
tham all  the offivinl panegyrica for
HAtabin,”

The “purging” propogsed by Stalin is
aimed at consolidativg his own badly|
sinken position. ‘Which does not mean!
that the pariy does oot require o cleans-
ing. 1t dees, and it mest be a drastic
ot IE must ran from lop to botbom.
It must commence with the fuliillment
of Lenin's lnst advice to the party, the
advice Lthat it should find ways of re-
moving [rom the post of party secretary-
ship the mun whom he qualified ns rude
and disloyal: Stallm,

The party must be  purged indeed.
Anmid the perging muast commence with
the pewmoval of Stalin and the buaread-
cratic crust which has strangled the
patrey !

thiat region, In addition, the Left Ope
positlon Is engnged in work among the
revolulionary stiedents who have slready
pibligshed the second nomber of their
mngnzine, The Spark,

To all Members of the Leagoe,
To all Friends and Comersades of the
MILITANT!
ur weekly organ THE MILITANT,
is now in the greatest danger it has
exjperienced for more than a  year.
Unless dreastic measuids  are  talen
Foed it ely, the sgecess we have had
thus far in maintaining the weekly
will end with its eollapse, Through-
oul the country our friends have
continusd to makd brave amd gener-
ous offorts to sustain us o the work
of publishing our paper regularly.
Bui ihe norelieved erclsis has  haad
telling effects. The regular incoms
of THE MILITANT is today too low
to make possible ils unbampered ap-
pearance, What is required for this
purpose is a number of special cone
tributions which we can obtain only
feom our comrades and sympathizers.
The seriousness of  our position
shonld be obvious to all, For the
first time this year we have héen
compelled to omit two of the regular
isspey of THE MILITANT, as well
66 o print & half-sipe edition of two
other numbers. THE MILITANT is
the principal weapon in our fght snd
wheirbver it 15 wenhensd, the dfee-
tiveness of the whole Opposition in
the Unided States I3 weakensd. This
blow lhas already been felt through-
out the eountry aml we are confdent
that all energies will now ba bent Lo
mahe Dnpossibla a repetitlon of the
retreéat.
THE MILITANT has fixed a distinet
place for iltself In the revolutionary
labor movement. 16 s teday the
only paper In the United Stales which
fights wnremdtiingly for thoss funda-
niital principles of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Troisky which enabled
the Kussinn HBelsheviks to lesd the
proletarial to power, which wers sm-
bodled in the foundation and budld
Ing wp of the Communizst Interna-
tional, in restoring the goal of ibe
indernational soclsl revelution to its
rightiul place of pre-eminence in the
working  class  movement. THE
MILITANT alone is io a positlon to
spiak out what lg in reality, to tell
the fruth to the workers so  that

THE MILITANT MUST
BE SAVED!

An Appeal of the National Committee of the League

selves from (he bourgeolsle, fo teil
the truth to the Communist so that
they may be able to Bberaie (hem-
selves from the physical and iuntel-
bevtunl strangulation of Stalindst
Centrism, If the voice of THE MILI-
TANT, which Dever cupromlses
with unprincipledmness, frowd and
révisionism, with the buresuersey,
and adventurispr—is  silenced even
for a woblk, o wide gap is left o
ihe continully of the revolutlonary
struggle we are carrying on for in-
ternaticnal Bolsheviem,

That is why no stone must be Left
untorned in the campalgn we have
fuunched to save the MILITANT!
The Natlonal Comumittes of the Com-
munisl Leagwe of Amrelea {(Opposi-
tion) has zel aside the Dozt {fwe
moiiths for & concenirated natlopal
campaign to collect & special fund of
£1,000.00, apart from the regular in-
come of (he organizatlon, to guamn-
tee the regular weelily appearance of
the MILITANT. For the whole pers
il of the ampalpn, this guestion
must romain Point One at the top
of the agemdda of every unit of the
orgamdzation. It must be kept in
mimdl fas the matter of paramount
Importaes by every friend of the
Leit Opposition. And above all, ae-
tion fnken now, with speed, is doubly
important! Our need at the present
mement I8 most acole, aod every
owfasure niust be talen with this io
nabnd.

We look forward to fwo months
of systematic, orgunkied activity to
put the campaign over the top, to
ralse the thousand dellar fund, aod
therehy to make the MILITANT In-
dependent of the crieis whick has
girieck it with speh violince,

We express the common oplndon of
every Opposltionist when we declare:
The MILITANT Is In daoger! The
MILITANT must e saved! Shoul-
ters to the wheel, Left Oppositionists !

—=Ditional Commiltes,
<Communist League of
America (Opposition).

All Tuwnds should be seni immedi-

ately to the Milltant, 126 East 18th

they may be able (o emancipate them-

Unite to Smash the Trade Union Racketeers!

The shots ficed by a member of the
Walters' Unlow, Local 1 of New York,

which sent to the hospital two of its!
business agents, briongs sensationally 1u|

labor I

ithe forefront owne of these TULRNINE sSO0Ues
which has made the American

Sirest, New York, N. Y.

The Meaning of the Shooting in
Waiters Local, No. 1

movement unique in the entive world, | beyoud the dreams of many present-day
The publicity attendant upon the ﬂhm:lt-: klnge.

ing brought toe public view the follow-

ing facts:

It has been the custom in this uoion
for the business agenta to charge workers
anywhere from $100.00 up to be “placed”
on & job, in agreement with the petly
bosses who received from  the labor
rocketecrs a porfion of the tax lmposded
illigitly wpon the worker desperate for
a job. A short time after the worker
Lind paried with his money, @aod ob-
tained the job, he found bimself dis-
charged by the boss, In cghoots with the
labor offleials, who promptly proceeded

to start the game all over again with'
While the jobs were

wome other worker,
“rotated” in this Ingenolops mapner, the
workers were beiog separated from vast
gums of mopey which found thelr way
ints the bank accounts of the unlon
skafes,

The sufferings of the unlon membera
wpder this atroclous aystem may be
judged from the fact that one of them
felt impelled to veut bis desperation by
shooting at the two moest notorions pro-

The fivat issoe of the Vanguard (which
can b obtained at & cents a copy Lrom |
1. () Hoex 63, Torontoe, Ont, Cannda), 1s
devoted iavgely to the KHusslan revelo-
tien anwiversary. HBesldes some tloely )
articles from fhe regent writlongs Dl’l
comrinde Trotsky, there are contributions’
and cditerisls on the most Jnmpﬂrtantf
questlons of the Canadian labor and rév-|
alutionnry movement. Of bheartening
signlficance s the article by comeado
Bill Matheson, former head of the Am-|
erican Unemployed movement and ucl:l.w:l
Communist party militant in the mine
ficlds of two eountries. In b he submits!
the party trade union policy to ami.rth-l
fng criticlsie and shows how telling has
been the view of the Left Opposition.|
We bhave every reason to belleve that!
onr Canadian comrades have only oeade
& beginning which augurs well for the
futire, We ook forward swith confid-
auce: to encouraging progress that will!
iarry our rovelutionary banner to every
working class militant in Capada.

e heartlest wishes go to onr
adinn comrades-in-arms !

Can-

ew Year’s Fve

fileera.

The class conacions worker fs not the

The #am Kaplans, the Frank Commér-
| Fords, the Big Tim Murphys, the Mike
- DBoyles and all the rest of the under-
"world gangster crew who have bullied
i thelr way to the top of whole sections
{of the lobor movemont with the aid of
Catrong-arm men, blackjacks and plstols,
Cenm be thrown buck into the gutters

whence they came only if the masses
of the workers affected are orgaolzed to
put them out, While the struggle 18 no
cagy oue, as has been demonstrated o
more than one occaslon, It is the only

pr=— e e cmam L.
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?egroroppers

Resist White Terror

Pitched Battle Between Posse & Negroes

The attempt to seize the mule aod
cow of 0 Negro sbhare-cropper in Nota-
sulgn, Tallapoosa County, Alabama, and
the armed conflict between the harrass-
el eroppers aod the legully armed mob
that attocked then, brings to the fore-
front all the herrors and misery of (he
Negro throughout the potorlous “Black
Pelt™ in the South, At lemst thres of
{he band of Kegro croppers who gathered
in the pome of Cliford Jomes to defend
him from the mob of armed depaties, arve
known to be dead; several gre wounded.
Ag was the cage in the Camp Hill, Ala-
bama, affair o yenr and o holf ago, the
attack was eourpgeously resisted by the
gazembled Negrocs, who were finally
compelled o submit In the presence of
an overwhelming hostile foree recrabted
from the entire country for miles around
and even ouwtshide the county limits.

As a sequel to the Notpsplga baitle,
ther International Labor Defense ofice!
in Birminghom was ralded and ita ﬁllﬁtilr—{'
ment peactically desteoyved; while Alieo
Furke, the wife of (e 1. L. IL's Sonth-
ern orgunlzer, was arrested s short time
afterward in the howe of a white work-
er of East Lake, Alabuma, where a pro-
test meeting wns being held.

The Bourbon Systém

The fact that the Negroes involved
did not meckly submit to the arrogant
demands of the white landlords awod
fhelr armed posee, 8 of tremendouns Blg-
nificance. Ever slnee the end of the
Civil War, the bourgeoisie of the Soubl
has put at the very spearhead of its
policy the determioostion to keep the
Negro submerged os far as possible, to
inculeulate in him (he spirit of subscr-
vigmey and nou-resistance, (0 Impress
blm with the absurd, unfounded, reme-
tionary theory of “Negro Inferlority™.
The whole soeinl aod politieal system
eritbed aronnd these fdeas has been bol-
stered up by “Jim Crowing,' the Negro,
disfranchizing him o every eoncelvable
manner, keeplng bhim on the lowest rung
of the economic ludder, amd, to impress

bim with the advisabllity of not resist-

unien democracy and the converslon of
the unions into class struggle organlza-
tlong Instend of cliss collaborationlsm
which invives racketeering—these are the
sticks of dvoomite which will Blow ithe
underworld leeches out of the labor
movement. A quintessential prerequisite
for this j8 the restoration of the Left
wing In the unisns, where it was onee
a growing forct, commanding reapect and
making for progress.

The fact ia that the socalled socialist
nolons are not very greatly distinguish-
od in this respect for many others. To
rid them all of the polsonous hydea
which s devourgng tholr vitals 1z a
task which every worker can joln in
carrying out.

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTORS TO

way out, The establishment of trade

A.F.L. and

In viewing the relationship of the
revolutlonary party Lo the itrade wunion
movement in the light of the eévents at
the recent American Federatlon of La-
or Counvention, ocne  specific  feature
atands ont strikingly. And for the think-
ing worker there should be little dJif-

partisan of methods of Individual ter-
rorism. While we do not go Iloto s
of hysterical horcor—we leave thoat 40
the “liberal™ friends of the labor move-
ment—we are aware that the incubus of
labor racketcering, like all the mani-
featatlons of ¢lass rule aund labor explod-
tation, cannot be solved by Individoal
attacks. They are at best the futile act
of desperation which lgnores (and some-
times evades) the imperative need of
gsefting fute motion the mosses of those
who -sulfer Injory and lojostice. The
assnsdinntion of this or that king of
Europe never brought about the aboli-
rtion of monarchism. It wos abolished,
however, when the masses rose In a
gocial revolutionary  movement against
that decadent system, as happened (n
1T in Ruessin, in 1918 in Germany and
in 1831 in Spain. On a smaller seale,
the same rule applics to the potty mon-
Archa of the American trade pnlon mowve-
ment, who have flxed themselves to it

ficulty in drawing =
have, for some tlme, been faced with an
unemploymént gltaation pressing B0
geutely upon the working class that the
Green bureagceracy found ltself compel-
led to exccnte & change of fromt. The
A F of L became committed, though po
far only on paper, to  the important
megaires of noemployment  Insurance
nnd the six-hour work day without re-
duction of pay. Yet the wevolutionary

The Stalinist Policies Fail to Meet the Test of the Situation

concluslon, We| third pericd dogroa, from the “revolution-

party had no direct influence in produe-
Ing this change.

The best proof of this fact Is furnigh-
e by the party’s own actions Therd
assembled in Cincionati, at  the same
time ag the A F of L gathering, 4 rank
and file convention for unemployment in-
auranee. It was aponsored by the off-
cinl party, but, of course, without any
apparent formal connéectlon. It had up
o 200 delegates in attendance, a few
of them officially elected by A F of L
union loenls. [ta purpose was, as Io-

like leeches exercizing at tlmes a power

DANCE AND
ENTERTAINMENT

SAYE THE MILITANT

Union Unity

ing, Ly torturing and wmordering bim iw
accordapee with the principles of Judge
Lyweh, The  uurelenting  persistance
which the Southers Bourbous have shown
in preserving this bavbarie system of
virtual enslavement of the Negro, is ag-
comnted for by the fnel tbhat the emoan-
clpation of the millions of colored toilers
in the Jouih s eguivalent to the end of
white enpitaiist demination.

sulferivg most acutely from the might-
mare of Southern capitalist democracy,
are the Negroes engaged o “shape-crop-
g™, The leasing of laml, and somoe-
timea also of mechanicil egquipment or
livestock, to the croppers, is paid for
by them in the form of o portion of the
crop they garoer. “The system is stroog-
Iy remiulscent of the dork feodol opes.
It paces (be cropper al the mercy of
the white landlord from whem he can
searcely ever liberate blmself, The liy-
ing conditlons of the croppera, lowest in
the seale of tennont farmers, are inde-
serlbable. They are  constantly, and
more often than oot, increasingly  io-
ilebted te the landlord, who robs them
of their already scanty loceme not only
by the “crapper’s contract” which puts
the Negre in the hands of the land-
owner, but also by the fantastic prices
charged ot the latter’s food and elothing
Commissnry.

The MNegro Stand Thelr Grousd

When there i added to this the fact
that cofton, the princlpal ¢ash  money
croy in the "DBlack Belt" has been bit
terrific blows by the crisis, the despera-
tlon of the MNegro share-croppers may e
eagily Imagined. No wonder that in
spite of the tremendoneg forces the land-
lords have at their disposal, the Negroes
in the South are beginning, for the first
timee in years, to stand  thelr  grownd
mgainst the arbitrary, tyrannoical en-
cronchments apen thelr already suffici-
ently mizerable living conditions,

Camp Hill gnd Notnsulgn of symbolic
signifdcance. No longer doed (here exlst
& progressive bourgedisie o the North
which 15 compelled to gront ac least
formal recognition to the rights of the
MNegroeg, In the Interedts of thelr own
fight for liberation from the bhampering
fetters of m  slave-ownling  arlatoeraey,
‘Th uolon of the Southern Bourbons and
the Noerthern repoblicany into a reaction-
ary fOnapcial oligarchy, has long ago
been accomplished. From thuet source,
the Negro con look for anytlung but
support or comfort. Bat not muoch more
support will the cruelly exploited Negro
get from the petty bourgeolale, his own
not excepied. The MNegro petty bGourge-
pisie s in that pecullar position where
it actually thrives on the segregation and
Jim Crowing of the black toiler! Fhat
is why s Interests are so intlmately as-
soclated with these of the ruling bour-
geolsie. That is why it continuously
counsels the Negro masses Lo wear tha
"Uncle Tom banderchief” on lta head,
the symbol of the fawning slave who
never fights back,

This leaves the Negro of towsn and
country only eme way out of the purga-
tory in which they are conflned. The
Negro tenant amd cropper of the South
cannot leRd and organize the movement
for liberation; they can, bowever, contrl-
bute {ns they have) all the pasalon of
the wronged, the strength at fhelr com-
mond, the herolsm they have already dis-
Mayed. Buat at the head of the columns
marching to victory must stand the class

ployment iosuranee, to foétos Atbention
upon thiz issue alongslde of the A P of
L convention, (o éxpose the A F of L
atand and to serve as the froe expres-
slom of the trade unions on this jsaue.

Yes, the party leadership had actually
come down from its lofty perch of the

ary upsurge of the American workers”
—to speak to the A F of L about unem-
ployment Insurance. From an  adven-
turist poaitlon which had noe foundation
In reality to dragging eatively at the
rear of events., This 13 the spm and
substance of if3 recent conrse. But be-
fore the rank and file convention had
even gafthercsd, the hidebound reaction-
arlea of the A F of L. had already
framed thelr ipsurance polley and, In
addition, made rendy for the slx-houar
day proposal. The runk and file conven-
tlen thereiore berame eatirely over-
shadowed by the A, F. of L. actlon. It
exposcd primarily fta own backward-

nesg.

There iz on the other hand, at least,
n compensnting feature in the fact that
the A F of [ conventlon actlon hoa
alveady served to influence  the party
views somewhat. Party speakers are
eginping to use the term class colla-

dicated by its pnme, to fAght for wnem-

(Continued on page 3)
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corsclous, machloe-organized, urban pra-
letariat, white and black, Eventually,
it will stand there. When it has reach-
od the consclousncss of its task, It will
not find the Southern Negroes wanting.
Camp Hill and Netasulga are signs of
the vast inflammable material in the
douth which ean be ignited to buen to
the roots the bestial role of onpression,

—Bmn,
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