g e e

e e R P S — ——_

PAGE 4

The Question of Wer Debts

W orld Bourgeiosie Upset by Sharp Conflicts Over Problem

The eslections are over and the poll-
ticlang can again talk openly about what
the bapkers have been discussing pri-
vately, The war debt question bhas push-
ad itself to the fore and hes tuken some
of the columns devoted to the beer ques-
tion. Hoover aml Eoosevelt are Jdiscuss-
ing this issoe. The democrals and repul-
licans are icying to iron out some of
the difficuliles to enable Congresa to pre
sent o working basis In order thal the
capitalists may have a suitable Christmas
prigent this year.

The guestion of the Ameriean loans
s one of the most important knots the
capltalists have to unravel. Its Import-
ance s due to the fact that the war
debis 1s one slde of the question of mar-
kets, And markets is a life and death
questlon for the capitalists of the Unl-
ted States. The cxtension of long and
ghort term credits to other capitalist
pations out of the vast accumulatlon of
the American capltalis & bas [ts mapy-
sided difficuities in this decay stage.

The history of the American loana to
the allies, Americas entrance Into the
war and the continuation of heavy bor-

rowing by Europe after the war, express
ed by the struggle over Heparations, hus
been given first attention by the Amerl-
ran capltalisis, even though the middle-
clags congressmen wonld have us Bilieve
otherwise.

Hince the Lausanne Conference, -

parations from Germany, for the allies,
i a thing of the past; so the allles want
to conslder the dobig in the same Ught
But Unecle Sam s wot so foolizh A
cording to the latest figures the Americean
capitallats and their government loaned
§7,07T.000/000 to Europs during the war,
and £3.261,000,000 after the war, making
a total of 10 billion dellars. In principle
and intercst the borowers agres to pay
22 hillion dolare and have paid #3035,
(00000 before the Hoover Moratorium,
Mow the low world price level has dou-
bled the debt when considered in the
light of payment In kind.

When the Inst world war broke out
the loang to these HEaropean  matbons
meant, considering the relationship  of
forces—FEuropean  War  plus American
loang produced rich new markets Tor
the American caplialists. The Americans
wera able to take gver mavkels In all
parts of the world, Loans to rival im-
periallsts in Europe énnbled the United
States capitalists to invade the long pro-
tected Buropean markets, Factories hums-
med and profits rolled in whbile the re-
formers and the labor lemders behind e
workers to Ameriean Imperialist planas.

The declsion of America to enter the
war on the side of the ““alliea™ lke all
other problems, for the determining
reason, sifted down to the question of
geonomle intercst, The bankers judge-
ment has proven fruitful bob the objec-
tive conditions of decay copitaliam has
reduced and contradicted the measores
for further world domination.

Ag soon ns the war was over Great
Britain and the other allics took imme-
diate ateps to get cut of the clutches of
the American doblar. The British Gov-
ernment withdrew ovders for American
commodities at war time priees, The
capeellation of these opders wonld shat-
ter the structure and hopes of the Am-
grican imperialism, Hoover who wWas
the United States Food Adminisirator at

s the time wrote President Wilson @

“Our meunufacturers have provided
the particular types of mannfacture re-
guired by ecach of these governments amnd
have epormons stocks of these material
on hand ready for delivery.” “1f there
should be no remedy to the situntion
we ghall have & debacle in the American
markets, aml with the advapce of sev-
eranl hundred million dollars now oot
standing from the banks to the pork-
products industry we shall not only be
precipitated into o financal crisls but
shall betray the American farmers who
have engnged in these ends,  The surplus
{8 so large that there can be no absorp-
tom of 1t in the United States, and it
being perishable, will go to waste"”

The Amerfcan capitalist were canght in
a structure of thelr own making. They
could not withdraw without losing their
key position. They were forced to wade
deeper into international problems.  ¥From
this flows the post wiar loan=.  To profoct
and exbend Amoercan miotkets.

As spon as the Dollar “solved” one con-
tradiction & new one, more  menacing
grew out of the “solutlon™. Additional
loans preserved her markeis and beld off
the day of reckoning. By 1923 the exten-

glon of the October revolution had :ru.l:-|

grown other dongers and a sories  of
measarea from the Dawes plan down to
the present have been taken—bo save tot-
tering capitalism, to heold in check rival
imperialism and to insure markets for
Amerlea, Expensive matkets, bot never-
theless markets.

American loans to Europe had 1ts posl-

- tive political side in the past but the

guantity of the loans has reached such
proportions, particolarly with Germany,
that a gquantity change has taken place
and further loans on the same basls
ghakes the strecture of Amerleon econ-
Omy.

The contradlctions have grown. In ths
past the allies paid what Uncle S3am ax-
tended in loans. The American loans
through the Dawes Plan and the Young
Plan kept ahead of the roparation pay-
went on the ope hand and the repay-
pient of loans by the allies on the other
hand. In addition to this between 1023
L. 1828 Amerlean exports to Europo
have lnereased by S281,0000000 Lt dnmer-
can loang in the same period Increased
in vaue by S490000,000. American ae-
wmiilatlon of capital is the concrete &x-

ewkion of Mgrx's abstraction In “'Das
Caplial®.

During the war Amerlca loaned to the
allles commodites io the form of mond-
plems, textiles, cereal and tobacce. In
retirn, the American capitalists obtained

cxpunded markets, larger profits and In-
terest. After the war, American loans
wore neressary to retaln these markets,
and prop up decay capitallsm. The Capil-
taligts desire payment of the debts but
Europe cannot pay in gold and Amerlea
does not want too many of her commo-
dities. They must find & way out, Ther
talk about capacity to pay end inabillty
to pay but under it all revolves the ques-
tion of the redivislon of the world mar-
kets, Hearst and other Jiogoe mongers
suggest the allies pay with colonfes, but
the bankers know a Beller way.

United States Is the creditor nation of
the capitalist chain. And Europe Tepre-
gants the greatest market of the Amer-
can capitallsts. Today the war debts
stands in between European markets and
Amerlcan export of commodities and cap-
ital, The task of the American capital-
istg 13 Lo turm the revision of war debts
ioto & lever to open up some American
markets. It 18 a difficolt tesk but not an
impossible one.

The reparation “settlement” has left
England and the other “allies” with oo
war indemnities. Dut Uncle Sam calls
for payment. They are at the mercy of
the United States. providing the Amerl-
can capltalisis do not make any falee
Moves.

The policy of Hoover and Heosevelt
in essemce I8 the same. Both are against
canccllation, HBoth leave the door open
for further consideration. Roosevelt does
pot want a Debt Commission, but both
are for separate dealing with the credit-
ors, and that Is the vital polot of agree-
ment. ‘The present line up, with the
allies caunght in between the Reparation
settlement and America’s demand for
“poyment” opens the deor for a possible
“Furopean United Front” against the
United States.  This is a desire, but con-
tradictions in Europe will not allow it
to hecome a fact, providing American
capitalism uses ordinary intelligence.

In dealing separately, the United States

Is taking advantage of the differences be-
tween these other nations, ns well as us-
ing it asg a blow agalost the most difi-
eilt conditions. The notes to England
and Fronge arve entively diferent, leaving
voom for “talk” with Englapd and de-
mauding payment from Frapee. It was
IFrance, with her gold supply that led
ihe attack on the American dollar and
Wall Street will not forget this, and
would like to relieve her of part of this
weapon agoainst the Dollar supremacy, It
was England which mapped out o program
at Oitnwn which when earrled fnto effect
will reduce the exports of Ameriean capl-
falism to the British Emplre by at least
H¥) million dollars. Amerien is ready to
“talk” abont war debts providing she
can use this to her advantoge agalnst
Franee and to get to the problem of mar-
kets amd fhe stone wall of the Ottawa
conference resulia.

The American capitalist press and lead-
ing organized capitailst tepdies know what
the War Dvebt talk is all about. The
Chamber of Commerce report, Bays among
many things, that, “The best interests of
the United States requires that modifica-
tion shounld be conditioncd upon definito

LEON TROTSKY

SovietEconomyinDanger

(Continned from last issiae) 1
But why are the living conditions bad?

| The papers refer in explanation to “the

contemptuous (!) sttitude to the gues-,
tions relating to the living conditions ofy
thie workers and fo providing them with
the necesalties of life” (F. L September
94y, With this single expression the
Stalinist press has said more than It
had intended. “A contemptuous atiitude™
to the needs of the workers fn a work-
era’ state is posaible only on the part
of an arrogant and uncontrolkdd hureag-
CIACY.

This risky cxplanation was made nRec-
cgsary, no doubt, in order fo hide the
basic foet: the direct lack of material
goods to supply the workers, The na-
tional income Is Ingorrectly distributed.
Economic tasks are being eet without
any aescunt belng taken of the actual
means.  An inecreasingly Inhuman load s
being dumped on the shoulders of the
workers.

References to “breaks” in the supply of
foodstuffs are now to be met with in ev-
ery number® of the Soviet press. Malnu-)
teltion plus forced cxertions. The com-
bimation of these two conditions i enough
to do away with the equipment and to
exhaust the producera  themselves. In
consolation, Pravda printz a photograph
of o working woman In the act of feed-
Ing “her own private” pig. That Is pre-|
¢laely the way out. “Private dﬂmmtlei
eepnomys™, lectures the paper (October
A%, “hitherto tied the worker to ecapltal-
fem bt now i attaches him to the Bo-

viet system.” One cannot believe one's
eves! Onee upon n tlme we learned that
private domestic economy depends upon
it enslavement of the woman, the most
sbominable element of socinl alavery inm;
general, But now it appearas that “its
own private” pig attaches the proletariat,
to spcirlizm. Thus. the hypocritieal fune-
tionaries turn cruel necessity into virtue,

Poor nourlshment and nervons fatigos
engender an apathy to the surrounding
environment. Ae a result, not only the
old factories but also the new ones that,
have been built according to the last
word in techmology, fall quickly Into a
morlbund state. Pravda itself issoes the
following challenge, “Try and find at
least one hlast fornace that i not wal-
lowing in rubbish!™ ;

Ag touches the conditlons of morale,
this aré no better than the physical con-
ditlons. “The management of the factory
bas cut ltself away from the maszes”

| on fair competitive terms.”

I pint", we wrote more than a Fear age,

| fully each time, it would not have been

THE HILIT:‘ANT

provistons for such treatment of our trade
by the debtor noatlons ae will assare
access of American goods to it markets

The New York Times in an editorial
on War Debta on November 2§th informs
Congress that, “Realization of the inter-
dependence of the world s wanted Il.'nr
Congress today.” It starts the editorial
with the above sentence and makes the
following conclusion: “If, by our attitude
toward Great Britain and France, the
hope of Germany to progress Is destroy-
ed, what barrier will remain against the
sprend of Communism.” Io the decay of
capitalism Amerlean must not only pro-
teet herself and her markets bul sne cuan-
not put this above the capitalist interest
to prevent the spread of the October rav-
olution.

1t looks as through the American cap-
italists and thely government are in an
impasse. Gold and commxdities In pay-
mont aceording to the world price level
iz out of the guestion. There is another
way which will epable the American im-
perialists to gain an advantage point in
the present world struggles.

The Morgtorinm was an imporiant pre-
lminary step for the reallzmg of the
line uwp of the imperialists for the com-
ing war, Now the American imperialists
are making baste to gain an advantage
point in the present  world  stroggle
torough further gse of the War Delds as
a club over the heads of her allles. The
alies of course are trying to turn the
lpans into a club over Amerlca’s head.

The discusslon over the war debta s
taking on the plan, no matter what form
they eloak the barter for cancellation or
reduction of loans in, of America’s stFag-
gle as the leading Imperinlist to extend
her domination aver greater sections, The
. % mim i1s: (1) for trade concesslons,
(2} for seoret agreements for the United
States in the re-alignment of world forces
in preparation for the approaching wor,
(3) and the struggle to rebuild o world
financial siructure with Dolar supréemacy,
(4} and to prop up decay capltallzm,

The question has been posed In bold
rellef by the world crisis and the Imper.
falisfs are struggling to answer it in
thelr own way, to their own Lliking, But
ithey are not the only ones concerned with
the problems or are they the only ones
swho are “sitting In the game".

The proletariat amd their poarty the
Communist party, threaten to upset the
whele stuciure, With the Marxian theoty
of the permancnt eevolutlon the revolu-
tlonlsts ean alter the whole course.

—HUGD OEHLER.
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(Pravda). Instead of o sensitive ap-
proach to the workers, there obtain
“hare-faced commanding and dominegcrs
Iog.” In every Imdividual instance the
matter touches lsolated factories, Pravda
eahnol guess that the sum of the lndivi-
dual cases constitutes the Stalinist re-
gime,

In the entire non-ferrous metal industry,
“there lg not o slngle fnctory committes
that Tunetions more or less satlsfactor
il3" (For Indusiriplization, September
13). Mowever, how and why Is it that
it a workers' state the factory commitbess
—aof the entire industey and oot only in
the braneh of non-ferrous melals-—func.
tion uneatisfactorily? Is it not, perhaps,
becanse they are sirangled by the party
bureaneracy ¥

At the Dzherjinsky locomotive plant,
during a single sesslon of the nueléus ba-
reay of the blacksmiths, there wera thken
np simultaneously 18 cases of expulsions
from the party; In the wheslwrights—
O cases: in the bollermakers—I12 cases.
The matter I8 not restricted to on i=olat-
ed factory, Commandeering relgoa every-
where, And the sole answer of the bar-
eancracy to the initiative and eriticism
from below aré—repressions.

The drafl of the Platform of the Inter-
national Left Opposition procloims, "The
living standards of the workers and thelr
role in the state are the highast criter-
long of soclalist sdccesses.” “If  the
Btalinist burénvctacy had approached the
tasks of planning and of the lUving re-
gulition of sconomy from this  view-

“it would not have missed fire fright-

compelled to put through the policles of
wasteful zlg-zags, and it wonld not have
been placed face to fnce with political
dangers.” (Buolletln 23, page §).
Rural Economy

“The rural economy of the Soviet Un-
fon”; wrote Fravda on Beptember 28, “has
become absolutely intrenched on  the
road to Hoclallsm." Such phrages, hol-
stered up as o tule by bare citatfons of
the nimber of collectivized homesteads
and hectares, represent in themselves a
hollow mocWery of the actual econdition
of the rural economy and of the Inter-
rielatlons  between the ity and the wil-
lage.

The headlong chass after breaking re-
cords In colectivization, without taking
any account of the economic and cultural

potentialitiea of the roral economy, has
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Is the A.F.ofL. Moving Leftward?

(Continued from page 1)
guestion presents itself also in the form
of a grievance. How can they lead the
organized workers within “safe” chao-
nels so long as the employers inglst apon
what they consider a too heavy price of
wage cuttlng—tooc heavy because the
workers appear to become unwilling to
peoeept? They atill remember the editor-
lal in the Sceippe-Iloward newspLper
chafn three years ago, at the time of the
Toronto oovention, That editorial gave)
them @ gentle slap: "You self-complac-
ent officers are too easy In your swivel
chairs while the job of organizing the|
workers in the Bouth i3 left to the Com-
munists, You must assert your leader-
ship.” They then emarted under the|
sting. And now, although this is Mkely
poing conslderably beyond the scope of
ihe adviee of that editorial, the swivel
chalr artlsts are alming to show leader-
ship in order te regain thelr previous
position of being able to foree Conces-
gione from capltalism sufficient to  be-
eoane again the trusted and well-reward-
od lientenmots. That this can be  folly
substantlated there nocd be no donbt and
it would be dangerous to fall inte any
illuslons whatever as to anything else
being expected from them,

Even the most sketchy analysis will
pasily bear this out. For example, the
main spongor of the unemployment insur-
ance proposal was John L. Lewls. The
very ome who has long ago solved his
own problem of aecurity—crisisa or oo
erisis, By his one-time fArst eutenant, |
Frank Farriogton he was accused—and
there would be little reason to disbelleve
the accusation—of having accepted $100,-
i) from the Kentucky coal mining in-
teresta to keep that field working during
the miners national strike of 1922, He
was gecused of having recelved l-ﬂﬁ'ﬂ.-m}l
from the Harriman bank of New York;
for services renderesd In Pennsylvanio
during that same strike when GO0 Fay-
ette and Somerset county miners fouand
themselves betrayed and thelr pew bud-
ding organization destroyed. He now
more particularly feels the sting of the
most recont revolt in [llinols where 30
to 40,00 miners have definitely parted
with his wreckiog pollcles and taken the
direction of the Progressive Miners Un-
fon, Burely he hag reason to make an
attempt at staging o comeback and he
wihll have not the slightest scruples in
making it apparently via the progres-
sive ronte, Kven Matthew  Well, the
chalrman of the copvention resolutlon
committes, to whom no red-balting meth-
od is too debasing and no ambltlon too
clovated, just as long It gives him pub-
licfty, was “won” for the proposal. Not
to forget Vietor A, Olander, the secret-
ary of the resolutions committee, often
pamed (he statesman of labor because of
hiz abllity to glve & kind of lofty theor-
etical interpretation to the base poal
tion of aerving eapltal within labors'
ranks, algo was "won' for the proposal,

All have become “convinesd™ that dras-
tle steps are regquired by the present un-
employment situation, Undoubtedly they
feel that they have been let down by
their bencefactors and are animated by the

zeal of g “Just” grlevance. The New

The Situation on the Eve

of the Second 5 ¥r. Plan
- = A Marxian Analysis

led in actuality to roinous consequences.
It has destroved the stimoll of the small
commodity producer long before it was
able to supplant them by other and much
higher cconomic stimuli. The adminis-
tratlve pressure, which exhavsts tself
quickly in industry, turns out to be ab-
solntely powerless In the sphere of roral
BCOnOmY,

“The village of Cancasus,' we Are
informed by this zsame Pravda, “was
awarded the prize for fte spring sowing
campaign.  Concurrently, the tillage
turned ot to be g0 poor that the felds
were entirely, overgrown by woeeds” The
village of Caucasus i3 a aymbol of the
administrative hue aod ecry after goan
tity in the domain of rural economy.
100 percent collectiveation has resulbed
in 100 percent overgrowth of weeds on
the fdelds,

The kolkbozea were allotted more
than 10000 tractors. A gigantie wvie-
tory. But as the Innumerable local
newspaper roports show, the effectivoness
of the tractors far from corresponds to
their number. At thae Foltava moaching
buildiog station, one of the newest, “ont
of 27 tractora recontly delivered, 18 are
already serionsly damaged™. These fig-
ured do not hold only for exceptional
cases. The statlon on the Volge TUkraine
has B2 tractors: of these, two have been
out of gperation sinee spring, 14 are be-
Ing ecompletely overhauled, and of the
remaining 306, less tham half are belng
uktiliged in sowing, “and even these re-
main alternately dle”  The coefficlent
of the useful functioning of the 100,000
tractors has ent been determined as yet!

During the dizziest moment of 100 per-
cent collectivization, Rakovsky made &
stern diagnosis, “In the sum total of
the results which have been prepared
for by the entire preceding policles and
which have been aggravated by the per-
iod of the ulira-Left adventurlism, the
chief result will be the lowering of the
productive forces of the rural economy,
indubltably evident in the sphere of atock
ralsing and In g part of the cultivizatlon
devoted to ralsing technical raw mater-
ial, and becoming increasingly evident In
the sphere of the cultivations of grains.”

Was Rakovaky mistaken? Unfortun-
ately, mo. Nothing can produce so shock-
Ing an impression as the small, qulte
imperceptible, decree iasued by the C. R
C. on September 11, 1032, which met
with no comments fn the Boviet press

TUnder the slgwature of Kallnem and

York Thoes quotes Green as  binting
“force” at the A F. of 1. conventlon to,
get the sborter week, Yes he did speak
very radically when he exclaimed:

“We say that we are golng to strike
for this great economle reform. Jhat
as the ecarpenters led the fAght for the)
elght-hour day, so the time has come for
gome militant union to lead the £ght for
the shorter work-day apd work-week.
I and my associates omn  the exzecutlve
counell Bre going to find & way out evemn
though we may be compelled to resort Lo
torcible methods to compel indostry to
vield, We will not be denied the ceali-
gation of this great reform. It will be
glven to us In response to reeion oOr
we will secure It through force of some
kind.”

Thus spoke the plous Baptist Green,
bt we are sure that we get a mach bet-
ter ploture of him from one of his typleal
sfntements appeering In the “Federation-
ist™ of June 1931. He sald:

“As depresslon has laid fts paralryzing
hand on the bosioess of the world, bring-
ing catastrophe to a guarter of a mil-
lon of people, we look to gatherings of
caplaing of finance and leaders of indus-
try to find the way out.”

The Heal (iresn

We atill remember Green o his troe
role pledglng at the Hoowver conference,|
during the early part of the crisis, that!

there would be no strikes during this
period of economie siress, We remember
him speaking at West Point, close to thit
time, giving what was tantamount to al
pledge of lmbors’ doclle readlness for the|
next wor. While there has been o change
in phraseclogy, has there been any change
in essence slnce that time? Hardly,

The old heads, If such & distingtion
can be made in the convention coreidors,
deplored the actions taken by the dele-
gates. They were more intransigeantly
standpat and copld not see the reason
for indulging in the luzury of such n
medern mancuver.  Listen to the arga-
ment of Furnseth, who by his own pow-
ers, guarded as the rock of ages, has sue-
reeded In redocing the International Ben-
mens” Union to a mere shell. He ex-
claimed : “The insurance proposal — will
mnke out of a free man a pledging beg-
gar who muat go for his food to others™
Well, iz thot not slready the position
which bhe has helped the members of
his own unfon so excellently to arrive|
at? Howard of the Imternotionnl Typo-|
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Molotov, the individual peasapt propriet-
ors are duty-bound to relinguish, for the
needs of the kolkhozes and at thelr re-
quest, all horses for a stipulated price
The kolkhozes are o turn obliged to re-
turn the horses to thelr owners in “good
condition®™.

Buch ls the inter-relation between the
Soclallst and petty bourgeois sectlons of
rural ceonomy ! The kolkhores which eul-
tivate E0-80 percent of the arable lands
and which should, in theory, atiract the
individunlists by thelr achlevements, are
compelled In actuality to resort to the
legal aid of the state in order to obtaln
through compulsion horses from individ-
ual proprictors for their own needs. Ev-
erything here Iz topsy-turvy. This sin-
gle decres of Beptember 11 represents &
deadly sentence to the policies of Btalin-
Molotoy,

The Problem of Establishing the Link

Counld the inter-relations between the
elty and the village become improved on
ths moteriol productive basis?

Let us recall once again: The economic
foundation of the dictatorship of the
proletariac can be considered fually aa-
gured only from that moment when the|
SBtate 1s not forced to resort to administen-
tive measures of compulsion as touches
the majority of the peasantry In order
to obtan the products of rural economy;
i. &, when In return for machines, tools
and objects for personal use, the peasants
voluntarily supply the state with the
necsaznry quantity of food-stuffs and raw
materinl. Only on  thls  basis—along
with other necessary conditions, internal-
Iy as well as Interontionally—can collee-
tivization obtaln a troe soclalist char-
neler.

The correlation between the prices for
the products of Industry and the pro-
ducts of rural economy has changed in-
dubitably in faver of the peasant. In
truth, it §s an unfeasible task, to per-
form an accounting in this sphere that
carreaponds in some manner to reality.
For instance, Pravda writea that “the
cost of & guintal of milk ranges In the
kolkhozes from 43 to 208 roubles,” The
wariatlon 18 even greater between the
Biate prices and the price on the legalized
markets, No less hetérgeneois are the
pricea for the Industrial products, all

depending upon the channel through
which they reach the peasant. But,
without in any way pretonding to be ex-
act, it ls possible to assert that the
price-scissors, in the narow meaning of
the term, have been closed by the peas-
ants. For lis own prodects, the village
has hegan to obtaln such a goantlty of
monetary equivalents as would assure It
Industrial goods, at fized atate prices...
it such goodd obtained.
(Ta be continued)

graphical Union—the oue time “progres-
sive"—and Frey of the Molders® unlon
were others opposing the uoemployment
insurance proposzal, If these two latter
are pot amongst the older heads it would
pevertheless be lncorrect to aceuse them
of being more reactlonary tbhan any of
the others.

A3 0 matter of fact we do pot at all
elaim a distinction or o division withio
thig present coterle of unvarnlshed pur-
veyors of deception. And yet, ag 1t 18
false to lump al the A F of L unlons 1nto
a category of one reactionary mass so it
could Le wrong even to concelve of the
officialdom as a8 homogensous reaction-
ary whole which ls never subjected to the
pressure of conditions of the mAasses.
But this sort of confuslon, and worse,
iz what aprings from the Stalinlst theor-
izings of “soclal-Fascist" unioms and
sgocinl Foscist” leaders. In this connec-
tion it s well to remember first of all
that the historical conditions flor Fagclsm
have not as yet arisen in Ameriea. Capl-
talism here can yet manage its  affairs
more cffectively by the bourgeols dem-
acratic methods. Secondly to lump even
the general A F of L officialdom, the
higher bureawcrats and the lesser ones,
who are of necessity closer to the rank
and file, into the catcgory of Fascism
or “social Fasclam™, does not at all serve
to make clear its essentlal role. On the

!contrary this object becomes obscured.

Workers will not become convioeed by
that method. It 18 therefore now more
fhan ever necessary to remain stralght-
forward and to endeaver to educate the
working ¢lnss to an wnderstanding that
the rale of the trade union officialdom i8
eguentinlly the one of serving as lieuten-
ants of capitalism within the ranks of
labor, These officlals have accordingly,
fn the past, while striving to galn ¢ol-
lective bargrin  measures suficlent to
justify their positon, o every fonda-
meptal respect unsed the best of thelr

| endeavors to obstract the working clasa

advamnee on & ¢lasg basls, They have
v=ed az their method cunning, decedt,
violenes and outright betrayal, Just now
they feol it necessary o step In A pro-
pressive directlon sufficiently to justify
their officin]l positlons within the unlons
whose members they fear {o be moving
Leftward., They feel it necessary to pro-
pose reform mensures in the sense of be-
ing o safety valve for the capitalist ays-
tem. They feel it necessary alse to cap-
ftoliz¢ wpon the mass pressufe to  ask
gome coneesaions from capltalism in order
to maintain thelr positions. The- future
may see the A F of L officlaldom In gen-
eral becoming more closely Integrated
with g =ocia: reformist moveméent, for
which there are still possibilities of
growth in a lmited sense in the United
Htates, But in essence, even on the path
of reformlizm, these reactionaries of to-
day will serve in the same role as In
ihe past—a barrier to working class ad-

| vames,

There can, of course, from sach con-
gliderations ms these be no expectancy of
the A F of L hierarchy undertaking any
fight whatseever actually to obtain the
mweasures adopted at  the convention.
Nevertheless the adoptlon offers an addl-
tional opportunity for serious Leit wing
petivities within the trade unlons. The
economie pressure upon the masses will
jimevitubly delve them ln a Leftward dir-
cetion. It will throst forward serlons
and genulne progressive elements. It
will belng new life, new spirit and nDew
obligations to the present declining an-
lons, But with that alzo new and addi-
tional opportunities for a Left wing.

—ARNE BWABECE.
ther the A. F. of L. convention will fol-

Note—another article taking up for-
low in the next issue.

MONEY FOR SUBS

Elsewhere in this issue we outline the
second phase of the Qlub Plan. If con-
eerns the Pald Sub Cards. We explain
there how this scheme cap be made to
bon t the circulatlon of the Milltant.
Here we want to put these Pald Bub
Cards to an additonal uwse. We need
money : not just for the usual routine of
running an office and getting out mail.
The siteation {8 really serious. We are
in a desperate financlal sitpation. The
two two-page issues were nob tricks to
hijack a few extra dollars ocut of our
comrades and friends,

We were forced to retreat to two pages.
It was elther that orf no lssue, To us
the continulty of the weekly Militant ls
n vital question. And we are sure It ia
that to all sur readers, That 1s what ls
t stake—a weekly four pager or—what?
We must, at once, make reasonably sare
that we ean get out a weekly four pager.
For this purpose we npeed money.

Bat we don't want to climb out of this
hole to plunge inte another one at a
later date. We want, if possible, to em-
erge from this crals, with your help, in
such o way that we can take & step to-
ward avolding sueh a crlsls, In the very
neat future, at any rate. That iz why
we appeal here to you to support the
werkly Militant by buying these FPald
Bub Cards. Buy them In bloca of at
east four. That is the minimum wuolt
This gives us two dollars. Then get busy
elther selling them to workers or dlas-
tributing theni free according to your
clreumstances.

If you resell them buy another bloe
of four or more. If you do this you will
be glving invaluable ald to the MHlisnt.
You will be helping it financially and at
the same time extending its base. At the
pame time you will have created & amall
revolving fund of your own which yom
wil be ueing excloslvely for helping the
Militant. And all that this involves fin-
anclally on yonr part 1s sen ontlay of a
minimum of two dollars, The turnover
dota the trick. Everytlme you buy a
bloc of carda for two dollars it starts
four suba on thelr way In additlon te
glving us financial help. Can you 4o 1E7
If you can, do it at once,



