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AGE 2

Letters from Militants

Party and Oppaosition
in Pittsburgh

PITISBURGH.—

The Left Oppositiou is on the go lo
old Smokeytown. Our literature and
our propagands are beginuing to dig decy
inte the sentiments of the Lot wisg
workers. "1.00cavism” i becomiung @
by-word om the HIlL, in the downtown
section, out in Uakland ncar the Lt
campus and on Squirel Bl The reason
is not hard to guess. After  years  of
erisls apd after so muony experienge of
Stalinist Lungling with the great possibi-
lities for Communist work among the
guffering and discontented  prowetariut,
Comprunist amd nop-Ueminuoist workers
are beginning to retlect upon cuuses.

They want o know wihy so little pro-
gress and so much backsliding bus TR
the fate of ibe Inbor movement under
conditions favorable for its growth, They
want to koow whiat the way oul is.  Awd
they are inevitably turning- to the hicas
that correctly analyze the pust mistukes
and point the way to the vight road for
the present and the future—to the ideas
of the Left Oppostion led by Leon Trot-
sky. Workers want to kuow what the
Bolashevik-Leninist Opposition stauds o,
they are enger to become acquainted with
{ts Mafxist program, Here arc o few
examples :

Oppositisn Holds Classys

Recently, two closses, one in the lis-
tory of the Three Internstionalsi—with

comrade Gordon ns lnstrgetor and ome o

the Fundomeptals of  Uonpouvism  (io
the Greek lavguage)—with comrade Bif-
akls as instructor, have Leen orgnnlzed
by the local commitiee of the Commmnist
League. Three sessions have aleeady
been held of the first aml two of the
latter. Every session brings with it oew
faces. All the workers who attead them
ghow & deeply grotifying luterest. Com-
radely discussions take place, In which
gupporters of the offical party pollcy take
the Hoor for argument sud vebutial, All
the comrades are anxious o equip thew-
golves with a Marxian education. Need-
lea to say, the Stalinisis have up to now
not even thought of condacting  suwch
edneatione] activities,

In addition, & Greek Workers Clvele
haz been orgundesd which iz golug alead
with panned activities.

Gordon Speaks Before Young Workers

On sunday, October 106, comrmde Snm
Gordon spoke before the [Progressive
Youth Club, o young workers' organlzn-
tion up in the HIN secetfon. A few words
are necessary for & description of this
club,

The Progressive Youth Club of Pitls-
purgh was orgonized some seven or cight
months age te carcy on social, sport  and
citural activities among the loeal work-
ing class youth. Itz membership is of
a Uwvely and spivited composition thor-
oughly proletarign in character and alert
in mind, Within the ¢lob, members and
supporters of the offlicial pariy, sapport-
ers of the Left Opposition and a few
non-descript respctionary elements are me-
tive, The lotier have been campalgning
to “keep politics out of the orgnoizotion”
and have been getting n measure of aup-
port from some of the nmembers whoe are
Sl Inexperienced amd to whom the fn-
evitable connection between the activitics
of the club and the forces of the class
struggle within capitalist society under
whigh it e¢xisfs—Dhas not yvet begome spf-
ficiently apparent, The party members,
equipped with the misleading and abor-
tive policies of Btalinizm, have been con-
ducting a8 hard—but hopelessly moddled
—fght for an enlightenment of the elub
members and against the reactlonary idea
of making the club “pon-golitjeal”,

Oppesitionist Gels Floor In Spite of

Maehine Tacties

But, a8 In so muny other Ions{apees,
the Stalinist lne impoaed upon the pavty
membership shows its real,  back-sliding
and opportunist character, In fact—Its
meaninglessness, whenever It bucks  up
againat the Left Opposition. And &0,
on the Sunday in guestion, when comeade
Gordon was invited to take the floor by
geveral members of the orgnnlzation amd
by Itz secretary, & young party comcade
jumps up and objects,  And here is the
etrange point: He objects—ao doubt un-
der Instructions from the borégperats—
of the gronnds that Gordon is a “Troteky-
ist™ and that a motion was passed ot
pome thme or other not te have political
ppeakers take the foor o meelings
{This waa a comrade who had, as o mat-
tar of fact, led the flzht ngainst the “na-
politles™ tendency ). Harping, thereby, on
backward sentiments In the clob, e s
ctded In pushing throngh & moetion not
to glve the representailve of the Left
Opposition the Aocor,

A short verhal skirmish took place
among the members only, in the courss
of which, the workers sapporting the de-
mand that Gordon be given the Hoor eall
ed for adjournment and invited all theaa
who wanted to listen, te stay. DBob the
party comrades bhad recelved their  dn-
astructions. They were determined L
prevent the Left Opposition from being
bheard, no magter for what lengih of
tlme, no matter on what sibject.  They
wary ready to flght In thelr determing.
tion, Im order to avoid o fist fight, the
srmpathizers of the L. . called wopon
all these whoe wanted to hear Gordoen
to adjourn to a nearby room.

The great majority of the club members
remained and took thele places Inm the
next room. Even the party comrades de-
clded to stay. Comrade Gordon, referr-
ing to the incldent of the evening, gove
A short half hour's talk on the history of
the struggle for workera” feee specch and
proletarian demoersey and on the signi-
fleance of the latter In  preparing  (he
working class for the overthrow of ite
mpitallet masters. He critlelzed the
party members In a direct but commdely

manner and explained to them how their

pose, Al these present listened atten-
tively uutil he was through. None of
the party members took the floor in re-
buglal. Oue of their group even CAIE
over to the speaker to shoke hands with
Bine  ‘The mecling then came to 4 eace-
il conclusion.

The “Freiheit' Lies aml Slandérs
As Usual
Ii the Freibeit of Tuesday, October 25,

there appears an agcouunt of this same
wecling, coupled with o venemdds, uk-
serupulows atiack upon dur  COUFDETOUS
aud fgbting Pittsburgh comrade, comrade
Jm sifakis, leading Greek worker., After
warning the Jewish workers on the Hill
to Reep away from  this  “Trotskyist”
jjend, ihe Fraibeit correspondent procesds
fo tell its renders that the “Trotskyist
speaker nearly provoked a st dght and
winted to breuk up the meecting”, This
ix, of course—the Ofgin sheet true to

provious daction served @ resctionary pur-

| should not be left in the houds of a small

color|. New  York workera have long
been aeynainted with the lying and slan-
derous ehuracter of s attacks agosinst
the Left Oppostion. By the cxample of
tihs plere of reporting, the Pittsburgh

Juilge for themselves,

The workers of Mitsburgh, coming to-
wards Commuanism, will, we fear, yet
have muny such actiouns and “reporis”
before them Lo Tw able to declde amply
between the Stalinlsts and the Left Op-
prsition, “Thay will learn that it s the
| #lalinists who by their bungling, thelr
bagrenneraey and thelr lies, are retarding
oipr Communist party amd that it is the
Left Opposicion alone that will eventu-
ally help make it the Aghting mass party
of the proletariat which it should be.

—B. J.

New Protest Against

Stalin Bureaucrats

DAVENPORT, 1OWA

To ull Young Communist League and
Copmpnndst party members, sympathizers,
aigl rrlends;

To e Section Committce of the Young
Communist Tengue and Communist Party,
aveuport, Rock Izland and Moline Boc-
Liwn;
eay Comrades:

The tHitecoth anniversary of the Ros-
wian pevolution fods the revolutlonary
provemnent in Amerien and througheut the
worlg fun perilons straits.

Lurcaneraey has Its stiiiog hold wpon
the throat of the movement, choking all
initiztive and life from the rank and file
The rights of the membership are dis-
pegnrded.  Important declsions are made
| and  chonged without the wolece of the
pank wod itle. his results in the inabdl-
iy, iguerance, awl the lack of initintive
op Lle part of (he ronk amd fAle to carcy
ot decisions mpd continne the progres-
slve work of the movement,

Discussion on theory and practlce so
necessary for the bealthy life of the
movement hns been replaced by a mill-
tary-like disciplive whose entire sub-
stanee 1s bound by the word “obey™.
There I3 no objection to discipling —a
Commupist discipline, o discipline of those
who know and understand the declsions,
thelr renson amd imporianedg.

There i3 & great need for stody, dis-
vu=sion and consideration by the rank
and file to bring out a clearer under-
stunding of the theory and practice of
onr  mdyenent,

The entire movement 13 kept in & state
of igpnorance and doubt on the latest de-
velopments of the eritlenl situation in
Germmny, Ching and the Unfen of So-
chnlst Hoviet Itepublics.

Burenncracy bloomed at the expulsion
of the lnternational Left Opposition and
has since beld sway throughout the Com-
mnnst luternational in the Communist
Party of America and in the SBeviet Un-
jon. Sinee the death of Lenin, in the
strnggle nguinst ihe Left Opposition, bu-
renuetacy beeame dominapt in the entire
apparatus of the Communist Internation-
al and continues today.

Bureaucracy 18 necessary for the Stal-
inigt regime to hold sway, When bureau-
cragy iz dove away with, the parlty canp
vettien o ita former Lenoinlst path. The
movement will revive and march o vie
tory a8 in the days of Lenlo.

Conrndes, the strugele against the Left
Opposition constapntly comes up through-
vnd il world and has bedn broaght to
iy atteution loeally, It is high tme
that the raok and file make a thoreugh
study of the Lelt Opposition, its program
tand polnt of view, and then examine the
fprogram as drawn up by the present lead-
vrslip, thelr polnt of view and desand
o disenssion and convention correctly to
seftle this guestlon by the membership,

Comradely yours,
GEORGE MILLAGE.
HE. E. THURSTON.
B H. CLAUSHEN.

Ootober 25, 1082,

Utica L.L.D. Fails
to Act

UTICA, N. Y.

I ni sending you a leaflet that speaks
for It=alf. I don't know whether or not
fhere has been anythiog In the Dally
Worlier about this,

I attended the goeeling of the local
braneh of the [, L. I the other night
il fonnd the state of afairs sbhocking.
Hix Ulien workers were arrested last
July, when the police broke up an un-
cployment demonstration. The men
were charged, with inciting to riot and
nesailt, ond are now facing a lem to
fliteen yeoar jail term,

Apparently no real effort is being made
i gsave ilhem from prison. Aws
vou can wee from the sampls o6
closed, the I. L. Ih approach to the case

Jewish workers will have a chance tol

!

THE MIL

ig very gemeral. 1f does mol even tell
the Utlea workers how to organize the
fight for the velease of the wen  Yet
here we have g real class-struggle case
that cught to be brought to the attention
of every worker. It is certainly of suf-
ficient importance to warrapt the form-
ing of a apecial defense organksation. It

[. L. 1. commitlee and lumped in with
other cases for gencral propaganda pur
[HREs,

At the tlme of the siz men's atrest,
a representative from the Lo L. D). wae
sent bere In connection with the case,
bt soon left the city, after having made
ihe local comrades understand that they
must handle the matter themsloves, ther
[ J. Ik ceniral commilte: having — too
mupy olher matters to allecd to else-
where (D).

The comrades here are all foreign-born,
with wery little expericoes in defense or-
ganization. Ten members were prescot
al the mecting 1 attended, and they ap-
preared to be very pessimistie in regurd
to organisiog o broad united frooi for
the defense. Two of these arrcstog
are sLill in juil, (he other four being out
o E5000 buil ewch, They have a law-
sor, but he has nolifled them that e
will drop the case unless he receives
more  cooperation.

The defense committes gave in their
report at the meeting, aond several mem-|

bers then spoke on  the repaort, Ei‘hair:

ITAN
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speeches conslsted largely of questions,

such ps: Why don't we get more sapport?
Why doesut the L Lo D grow? Why
o the workers descit us? Why can we
pot build & bromd usited frowt? Why
gre we so isoloted from the workers?
Why §s the I L. In, which is supposed
10 be o mass orgnnizntion, only composcid
of party members whose meelings are
mere duplications of branch meetingsy

These were all significant gquestions,
coming from sincere workers willing to
fearn and Lo do zomething for their class
—a real good proleiacian elemont, 1
thought, S0 when they were through
putting their gquestions, I got the floor
ail atteainpted to glve them wn gngwer.
I pave o Jittle history of the L L. L.
and an owlline of the parlys mistakes,
In conlrust o what would hoppen in
New York, where Lo 1. L members have
basenn  pofsoseed  mehiist the Opposition,
1 wns well peceived apd wos evem ape
pointed on the defense comanlites, 1
proposed that a lettor be drawn up aod
sent to the seorctaries of all voalons and;|
working elass organiations fo Utien, oo
fhiat wn open letter Be disteibuted (o Che
members of these organizations to ine-
gure Elenl fhe letter 1o (he ollicials slwoald
ot e “forgoften”.

1 don't kuow how long 1 will ba able
o slay In Uides 1o follow up the work,
ag I haven't gof a job yet, but I will
do all T can while 1 am here.

—GADFLY.

The Pittsburgh Hunger March Conference

(Continued from page 1)
half-hearted and lame arguments, all of
them calcalated and discredit the Opposi-
tion and all eertain to reflect more
surely om  the stupid apd servile
charncter of those who made them, as the
gvery day struggle coufivues to prove the
corvestness of the Leniulst position off
the League. Finally, the discussion WEE!
summed up by Myerseongh, who sofily
side-stepped all the political issaes, wod,!
rorced o defend himself for forgetting
ultogether about the great lessons of the
Chicnge incident resorted to pickiog
up the e¢heap slanders of Lhose who 111'1.'1:
e him, No votes on policy  wene |
tnken,  lesouotions were releguted to the
lnst point in the order of business, |
20 (o 1--An Insufficient Majorily for the

Buresucrats against the Lonindst
Dppositon

Wext, the copference proceded Lo clict
an oxecotive commitiee. Comrade Jim
Bifakis, of the Plitsburgh branch of ':].1|.=I
. L. A, was nominated among others.
Immediately another durry gturied among |
the party members. The commitiee wWas
supposed lo consist of 25 members. 25
wire nomioated ood accepled and w vote
was In point. Dut Sifakis was  among
thee 95 and it was impessible for the
pureancrats to stomach even thls lone
Lelt Oppositivnist  on  the confercnoe
body. The “leaders” immediately got

i : d hit upon thig elever
Lt & B 80 X ¥ Dwae tuken,

mancuver to keep the League oot of the
pommittes: Thers were pol enough wo-;
men  workers on (he committes! And
with this, nominations were once agnin
ppencd.  Ouce the nominations were re-
apened, représentatives of the National
Student Leagee, the AMusteite Citizens
Council and any number of other organi-
gations were asked to add their represen-
(atives to the committes, And then the
fight against the Opposition’s ot g
wegnn in earncat. The Htalinist repre-
gentatives did not shelnk from the woral
methods of slander, provecatlon and
domagozy In this fight, in which the sec-
urity of the Stalinist “line" was threat-
ened-—on o committes of 30—by a single
Communist League militant! Sigoificant
Cuongh.

Comrade Sifakis took the floor to de-
fend his candidacy, Agaln the Lenin
policy of the Left Opposition was bronght

before the confersncee, our comrade pe-

as Moies, nwa -

For the Left

DES MOINES, I0WA.—

Aunother pillar-albeit a very diminutive
one—of the rotting strocture of the
Stalinist system has just fallen, In Des
Moines n good balf of the membeérship
—11 bo 12—are in revolt agalost Jies and
bureaueraey, They refuse o be bullied
or lerrorized, insist ypon their rights, are
studying the cause of the Left UP[IID‘HJ.HI:II]I
calmly and objectively. A few others
are in the process of becoming couvinced
it all vigorously protest hurtam'rucri
and demang our reipstalement loto  the!
party. Alvendy we two, Barach oand
Gottiieh, have been exzpelled, with one
other Gay. Three whose probationary
perlods expire this week, will no doabt
be cxpelled. And with these o larger
group of about & or 7. To the party
functionaries it looks, indeed, ng if the
members are intoxicated, have gone mad,
or else are excessively “weak™ and so
have succumbed to our “wily demagogy™
(mlthough why they-—the great almighiy
I'oobahs with all the power of the appar-
ntus and their overwelming correctness
of priociple shonld not be able to more
than connteract this, is left unexplained ).
But the members thomselves fecl not in
the least intoxiealed, mad, or “weak™ but
rother ms if they were just shaking off
ihe spell of fake promises and glittering
appearances and have at last seen and
cxperienved the perfidious, disgusiing
cagence of Htalinism.

Comrade Barach and myself wera un-
animonsly admitbed into the party on
Sopt, 12 by Unit 2 even though in our
statement we stated clearly that we were

Oppositionista and would remaln so, but
still would obey party discipline, cte.
It was due to the fact that we had worked
dloog with them in the mas work, ar-

A New Battleground

ranging for amd speaking at meetings,

minding the delegates, many of whom
kuew him from the pust, of bis long re-
cotd of milltaney in the Pittsburgh rev-
olutionary workers movement, The party
gpisikers, under Hialinist infuevce, were
then foreed to grasp—os o & lash sLraw

o e word “Oppesition™ n the otficial
pame of our organlsation, to moake a dem-
agogle appeal to the septiments of the
audience, stréssing that ~Opposition”
mecans—u desire o disvopt,

Comrade Gordon again took the foor,
to tenr down the vell of demagogy and
to bring the dizcussion onee mote up Lo
a political plane, e reiterated the Left
Uipposition’'s wweniployed plotloro, stress-
il ngwln one loyel desire Lo r.-umu;.'rn_l.l} in
the work of the comerenee eoumilbed,
in any case, and culled upon the delemtes
fo put ihe Commonist League o the
test fp actual every-day  struggle,  To
jndge it apd s policies on that basis.

Myerscough once again summed up Lhe
dlisrus=ion., Forewl ak fivst 0 argue
politically, he repeated the Stalinist myth
of the “united frout from  below™ a8
against the Oppesition’s Leninist united
front policy, Heckled apd foreed o re-
treal glhere, he stogped L0 amn attack wion
our  llineis comrades. Interrupted in
his slunders there, he fioally resorted to
sterite deinngogy borrowed from the pre-
vious Stalluist speakers, revolving around
ihe smmler about the word “Opposition”,
This closed the discussion am] a vole
I spiie of all the eforts of
the Sialinists, they were able to obinin
ouly some 30 voles against Sifukis, most
of the others abstuining and 7 voling for
the Left Opposition candidate,

In spite of all these provocations, the
Left Opposition was the first to podge
a deiinite sum s financial sopport of
the Unemployed Coofercoee, The con-
ferenee thon adjourned with o hasty read-
ing of resolutions,  Others wunting o
propose resalutions wore mul:uunlmnﬂ:r
invited to bring these to (he committess
hendguarters.

The Left Oppositon’s  action at  the
econferenee will not remain without -
feet on the revolutionary workers of

"meney without getting somwething in re-

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER ll, IHII

Our Claub Plan

MILITANT BUILDERS

SECOND PHASE OF THE
CLUE FLAXN

The Milltant is still desperately In
s of fuppeial assisteoce, 1L It is Lo
appenr regularly as o oweekly we must
putld o seunder fnaocial base ender i
This is primarily o guestion of circu-
lation. That of course rests on political
fnelors. For the moment we are leaving
these aside. We are concentratlng on
the ynestlon of promotion, of bullding
n larger civculation.

It iz io thiz conneeiion that we Wwant
to Introduce here the second phase of the
cib plan, Yeu will  frequently  run
across workers and people sympathetic
to the Left Opposition who are sub-
geribors themselves, have all our liger-
ature amd who are  willing to  dooate
money to us but are unwilling to glve

bl

El s our fdea to put them to work
threugh the club plan to increasoe the cic-
enlation of the Militant, How can thls
b dlone? Yery simply.  We bove on)
Ind one thousand cards ready to ship
when orderal.  These cards scll for fifty
cenls apbece,  Across the top ruus lhis
lvgend : Exchapge this card for one h.all!-;
yoeur sub to the Millant, Bample below.

Anyone who sends in one of these cards
with hiz name and address filled out
will he entered on the Militant mailing
list os % subseriber. How does bhe get|
ihiz card? In this way., Suppose :mu|
ngprogeh o worker and ask him for &
donation of two of more dollars.  He
snys: 0, K., but I want something for
this money, 1 have a sub to the Mill-
tang, 1 bkave all of your literatore.
What are you golng to glve ma?"

To this comrade we say: “Very well.|
We understand your feelings and we bave |
Just the thing you want. I yon Bive|
us two deilars we will give you four of
these paid eards, Each one is good for
i bolf-year sub to the Militant, XNow
yvou ¢an de whatever you want with these
carids. You can sell them to workers nnd
paspile you know, one at o time; or you
b give them away to workers who can
thenn sendd them in to the oitice and be
culered as subseribers; or you ean sell
them on Blog o workers' urgu.n‘.:-utlul:m.;
It i up to yon to dispose of them as’
vou can and plense,

Kow whot nre the advantages of this
arvramgement?  First: the Milltant sells
these I'aid 5ub Carnds ONLY oo & cash
bapgia,  Thos we get mopey in advance.
Thisz is a very important point as all
can sce,  Hecond ; these Pald Seb Coards
are =old by the Militant in blocs of not
bags fhan rour at ome timo.  Thiz makes
ibhe mintmum sale §2. The purchaser can
resell them accordipg o hls opportunity
o blocs orF singly. When he soceceds in
selling them he can reorder more from
the Militant. Third: workers got o fifLy
percent sedection in the price of a hall-
year =ab Everybody  gets  something
sind Lhe Militant gets o boost on its up-
ward climb toward a bigger circoula-
Lo,

mow some points about the idea, The
cards are known as Paid Sub Cards. They
are sold Ly the Militant only on a cash
basis, They are sold by the Militaot in
Dloes, ‘The minimum vumber in a blog
is four. There is no maximom. These
cards apply only to new subs, They do
not apply to repewals. The worker who
buis one of these cards given to bhim or
sold to him has only to (1 in his nome
and address and send it in to the Militant
to be entersd ws @ subscriber. MNothiog
more s required from him. A comtade
who buys a bloe of these cards is a
Militant Builder.

Ad we gald we have LW of these
cards,  In money that means $600. How
long will it take us to convert these
potentinl ns=ets  inio cosh? Let us see.
We will keep a record in these columng.
Now who will be the frat?

THE STAFF T0 DATE

Comrade Yomies 18 no longer the af-
dispnted lesder of the stafl. The Chic-
ago Friends of the Militant Club shot in
8 zith# on Lwo club plan blanks and ghot
inte n tie for the lendership. That s
the way we like to sce it go. A cut and
dried aifair has no interest o 1. ‘This
looks like o lively race. We shall see.

Chicago Friends of
the Militant Clabh 12

1. Vaomas

B. Morgensbern

Y. If. Dunne
. Nash

W, Krchm

H. A.

11, Capelis

M. Gottlich

J. ITamilbom

W, Konikow

(. Coover

H#. Tassin

J. Zifakis

A, Jool

E. Mealllien

A, Millen

J, Wolker

J. Ikoss

. Bhechet

o
B
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The record by citier plso was changed
from what 1t was two isspes ago.  Min-
noapolis is no longer in fisst ploee,  Chies
ago has owistripped it. Buf this is not

for lomg, sny our comrades uap  here,
ipeen sabe as the Rpanish  say? We
ghall see this too.
Chicago 24
Minneapolis 20
Metsburgh 1
Toronto 10
Rastan TO
Philadelphia 2
Montreal T
St. Louls i
Iies Muoines 4

Az we foretold] New York I8 moving up.
Alowly, vou say?  ight but what counts
i who crozses the tupe first ot the end
of the race; aml things which have great
bulk and travel long distances pick up
apeed as they go along, Wateh our dast.

—

Exehange This Card For (ne

PAID SUB CARD

Hall-Year Sub to the Militant

—m m—

50«

Good for One Half-Year Sub
to the Militant

A Marxian Paper for Class Consclous Worker

21,00 u-]-mt-‘fmr_
without this card)

Fittgburgh,  An important wedge for the
Leninist regencration of the Communist
movement and for the progress of revolu-
tionnry labor movement in  Pillsburgh
has lwen driven

Opposition

distributing leaflets mnd In our speaches
aud copversations explaining Commnnnism
amd the tasks of the work, that they
could see that we wers proletarian pev-
olutionists and therefores shontd e in
the pacty.

Helping this oul was the newness of
the party in the city (6 months), so that
the burcawcrney was nob yvet doveloped !
and strong, (he members were not polson-
cd by slander agaiust us, argnments of
reason acocedingiy cxerbed some  foree.
Lastly members, still aveorropted, bad
a lively senge of workers”  democracy
and justice to which we conld successful-
Iy appeal.

However, b days Inler, 2 days belore
the mezt unlt meeting, we recelved the
following note under o personsd signa-
ture fram IHeing Schrocter, the section
orgnnizer: “Yonr application for mem-
bership ioto the party with younr state-
ment denouncing  (literally sy Troisky’s
theories and tactics in the U, 3., haas been
receivid.  Yon are refused admission in-
te the Communist partv'. Thiz noie,
which proveoked outspoken — Tegentment
among  the memberz, wos choracterized
in a resolutlon of the anit as containing
an “open brazen lie (that we denounced,
when we apheld ), an insolent atfempt o
nsurp agthority (refusing us membership
under a personal signature), a BAFeQ-
eratie overciding of the proper procedors
amd will of the unit.,”  And Schroeter.
ita anthor, on the strength of this and
some similar misdeeds was censored and
comlemped and was worned “that if his
belwvlor weren't corvfected, more drastic
slgps wonld be fnken  1le was removed
from his position as delegate of Unit 2
to the City Central. It's been a long
time since a unit hase assceried itself like
this. Just think....a loyal Stalinlst

functionary so sharply reprimanded ! The
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members, you see, hod net yet been In-
troduesd to the cullnary art as Stalin
practices it....

T'his Incident, it is troe, s In  lizelf
ecomparntively unimporiant, appecinlly
seeing that the letter condemned itsell by
its tone aml substance anyway. But
what kind of a pariy ks it many asked,
whiel has lenders who can attempt soch
little “manenvers”™?  Can functionaries
of this sort gain the confidence and re-
spect of the workers of Des Molnes, can
Jhey lead those workers through difficult
tauitles, aud stand those acld tests and
pense sieains when they are of such a
puny moral stature? Amnd this iso't the,
ecxeeption, the comrades knew, Weren't:
ihe higherups nodifed and was Schroe-
der reprimanded or recalled?

Incidents of o similar order followed in
guick suceessions.  The wnit meeting of
Sept. 10 admitted us despite the protest
of sehrocter, who disrapted the meeling
winl walked out when he was outvoted.
The following eventng a  special  wwit
mecting was enlled by the City Central,
out of which we were violently ejected,
while nnother comeade, Gay, wioa expelled
by the City Central whirh met before the
unit mecting—a City Central ip which
gl and voted Schroeter, who had  been
récalled the day before. Ten other mem-
Lers, protesting this use of violence and
burcanerney walked out after Gay and
i,

The following week, in a more or less
piacked and hoastily ealled mesting of the
eutive Des MMoines membership, Enlick,
the 1M pereenter railtd and stormed for
un onr and a half with a long sum-
mary, and her supporters granted her
another 5 minntes whilea we were just
granted a meager 40 minotes (they fivst
wianled to make it 200, We were expel-
led with Gar, & oflers put on probation
and the rest warmed, and all this, desplte
the packed meeting and lack of time, Ly
only & alim I:Iflllt_'l-l“ll‘.l'r af one—Iil to W
“Do we not have democracy In the
party T Erclleh protested, “do not  the
memlers elect the functionaries at con-

ventions and meetlogs " Hear—O0 stupld
oie—tle essenos of democracy consists
legest of mil in the bare right of elec-
tlong,  1dd pot Napoleon  secure  the
“sunietion” of the people of Fraoce (o
hisz becoming Emperor by sabmittiog it
to u refercudum or pleblseltet Do not
the workers of America boave the bare
vight of election? ls  this democracy?
Haven't we always Insisted and been
tunght that true democracy npeeded a
busis of full wohampered preliminary
aiseus=sion, submission of decuments, aod
the elght of oppesition, for it s to be
peal? Have we oot always insisted that
whtbout this you bhave g moeckery, a hol-
low sham, bul no democracy?

“Awnd look,” she said “they disrapt
Ine unity, they silenate the memboers
srom the leaders, they undermive the
copitdence of the members in the lend-
vrs”  The first §s of course ap empy
phrasc. But te the second and third
we are proud Lo plead guilty. Whenee
this convern over the trust aod coufldence
of the member? Whenee this kowiowlng
to the leaders? Learn from Lenin's aod
Luxemberg's siruggle! As If by trylog
up the destinies of the movement with
the leaders of the present DoBent——awe
are best goiding it And what a [ragile
trust bt must be that can be 50 easily
dissolved? What o crew of leaders!?

Another festure worth mentioning: the
party although bere all summer has been
woefully backward In itz educatlomal
tagks, (here not being one study, lecture
oF open forom ¢lass to its credit (just
Atreet meelings), despite the fact that
the membera are new, .., We  immedi-
ately stried a study class Ip the A B O
of Communism and a lecture class in the
Histery in the Opposition. So it wasn't
peculiar that eone of the contacts defined
us an “educabel Communist,™

What happened in Ides Moines shows
that the Opposition must reach these
umits sud distriets where at present it
la unknown, bacause hera 18 a  moat
frultful feld. We must redouble our

effort. —M. GOTTLIEE



