e e e e e e e o e ] e s s 5] . AN S e W R L B LB R el
. ' = = £ e e E

e e - e n e ——— ——
- o e —

<AGE 6

Soviet Economy in Danger

[ tions, the workers of the entire world by struggle, step by step, mot by unlls

(Continued. from page 1)
g, R., sa plaln, o8 homogeoesas nod as
comforting as possible,  Whoever  dis-
turbs this pieture Is none other than
an enemy and u counter-revolutionist.

A crude “nnd detrimental  idealization
of the transitional regime has partica-
jarly intrenched itself in the loterna-
tional Communist press duriog the last
two years, . . daoring that peried In
which the costiadictions and dispropor-
tions of Soviet cconomy bave already
found their way into the pages of the
officinl Soviet press,

There is nothing so precarious as sym-
pathies that are based on legends and
fiction. There is no dependiog on peopie
who requive fmbricatlons for thelr sym-
pathies. The Impending crisls of  Ho-
viet economy will ineyitably, and within
tien rather near future, crumple cthe sug-
ary legend, and, we have no Fengon Lo
doubt will scatter many dead, beat
frepds Into the bypaths of iodifference,
1 st of enmity.

Wlat is much worse and muach more
gerioue i8 that the Hoviet crlzls will
eutchn the European workers, and chiefy
the Cowmundsts, utterly woprepared, and
remder them receptive to social democra-
tie eriticlsm, which is abaelutely inimical
to the Soviets and to soclalism,

In this questlon, as in all others, the
proletarian revolutlon reguires the truth,
pond only the truth, Within the scope
of this brief pamphlet, I have deemed It
pecessary to preseol in all theic acuate
ness the contradictions of Soviet econ-
omy, the incompleieness aud the pre-
caripusness of many of its congoests, the
coarse errors of the leadership amd the
dangers that stand in the path of social-
Ism. Let vur peity  lbourgecis  frlends
lavishly apply their pink and baby-blus
colorations, We deem It more corfect Lo
mark with a heavy bluck line the weak
aod indefensible polnts whenes the o
amy threatens to break through. The
eclamor ubout our enmity to the Soviet
Unlon iz o0 absurd as to bear withio 1t-
gelf its own antidote. The nearest fu-
tare will bring with it & new confirma-
tion of our correctuess. The Left Op-
position teaches the workers to foresee
dangers and not (o lose (hemselves when
they impend.

He who aceepls the proletariaon revolo-
tion not otherwise than with all the
convenicnees and  life-long  goarantoes
eannol continne on the rond with us. We
anceept the workers' state as it is omd
we assert, "“This Iz our state” Iesplic
fta heritage of backwardness, desplle
atarvation and sluggishness, desplie the

bureaveratic mistakes ond even aboming-

(Continued from page 1) i
pride in  the sccomplishments, The
sililant reflects today an organization’
small in pumbers but functioning ac-
tively in the endeavor to attulp o Marz-
inn platiorm uwot oply by theoretical dis-
cussion Lul ulso in the realities of the
lifi: of the class struggle.

Some Trade Union Experlences

We have mentiomsl our orgunizational
growth, yet B b such experiences as
those recorded in the Jlinols mine Aeld
which begin (o indicate Lotk substanee
god form o our orgunization. We do
not at all boust of control of the move-
ment Lhere or any section of It—a cob-
tention which we are repeatedly accused
of by the scribes of the oficlal  Lewis-
Walker organ sud which they so hypo-
criticaily curse as 2 shicld uwoder which
tr costinue thelr pefarious schemes of
regaining contrel In (e enly sense under-
gtood by them—Iin the sense of autocratic
domingtion. We did not contest the
officlal pariy for costrol. Bol we did
contest 1t in the strogele  for  correct
policies and if anything then more de-
fnitély so do we in this sense contest
the renctivonry forces at work within
the new uonien. Ae have In the past,
we do today, sud we will continue to-
morTow, o countgrpose our views Lo
thelrs and will seek further, on the basis
of practical experiences, to copvigpee the
miners that they should follow these
wiews.

In this sense we have achlevements to
record which will multiply in the future
because they indicate already today cer-
taln substuntial proofs of the correctness|
of our views, This iz first of all meas-
ured by the nctual results. And here we
can definitely record tho fact that the
only foree tighting directly for a Left
wing unlon position at The  Gillespie
convention were (hose delegates who
supported the views of the Left Oppaol-
tlon, They hod varoed the right to do
g by thelr past vecord of struggle and
by thelr leadership given to tnpe sirike.
Numerically this foree represented only
four pctual delegates. Thus it willl be
geen that our begloning s modest from
the polot of view of numbers but signifi-
cant in political content.

The Working Clasa Orientation

Proceeding from this the important
queation ocenrs a8 to what It signifles
for the future. The Leftward orlenta-
thon within rthe working class runks
flows today in two main directlons, It
Is away from the capltalist ideology and
toward both the Commonist and the so-
the latter has so far galned the most.

It iz well to remember the definlte
contrast belween the two. Communism
1z based uwpon the praletarion revolution
and struggle to achleve this goal. HRe-

formism has no sach abjective and there.
fore lands in the positlon of avoidance
of actnal and serlons atrmggle.  Within
the Communlst movement sontradictions
from false policles come quicker {0 A
head, This 1z a0 becanse of its decl-
Blvely marked out objectives and the
Bewvier class pressure gpon it. This has
In the past, and it Inevitably will in the
futurc alzoe, cause dizappolotment within
e ranks and resaolt in members leav-

fng the party while othars are repelled
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must defend tooth and nell their future
gocialist fatherlam]l which Is within this
state.

First and forvimost we secve the Soviet
republie in that we tell the workers the
truth about it and thereby teach them to
lay the road for a better future.
Prinkips, October Z¥, 1832,

* & %
The Art of Planning

The prerequisites for socialist planning
were first lald by the October overturn
and by the fundamental laws of the So-
viet state, In the course of a number
of yvears state organs of centralized man-
agement of economy were created and
put in operation. Grest creative Work
was performed. What was destroyed by
the imperialist and the civil war  bas
been re-established. New grandiose en-
terprises were created, new  industries,
ontire branches of industry. The capac
ity of the proletariat orgonlzed Inte a
ytate to direct cconomy by new methods
and to ereate muterial values in tempos
unheard of hitherto has been demonstraf-
ed in actuality. All this was achleved
against the background of decaying

The art of socialist planning does not
drop from heaven nor is it presented full-
Mown lnto ones hands with the congoast
of power. This art may be attalned only

but Ly milllons as an integral part af
the new economy a&nd culture. There s
nothing elther astonisblag or disheart-
ening in the fact that at the 16th anol.
versary of the October revolution the
art of ecopomic management still remains
on & very low plape, The Dewspaper,
For the Industrialization deems it possible
to anoounee, “Our operative planning has
neither hands wor feet” (Seplember 12,
1952y, And jo the meantime, the cTux
of the matter is precisely in  operative
planning.

We have stressed mors than once that,
“upder iocorrect planwing or, what iz
more impertant, uoder lncorrect regola-
tion of the plan In the process of lbs
fuliillment, a crisis moy develop loward
the very end of the Five Year Plan aml
may create insurmounotable  difficulties
for the utilization and development of
its indubitable successes” (Bulletin  of
the Oppositlon, No. 23, July 15, 1861).
It is precisely for this reason that we
cousidered the hasty and purely fortuit-
ong “traoslation of the Five Year Plan
into four years was an act of lightminded

adventurism™ (idem). HRoth our fears

world capltalism, Bocialism, 88 = 8¥8- qud gur warnologs bave been unfortunate-

temm, for the first time demonstrated its
title to historie victory pot on the pages
of “Dus Kapital” but by the praxis of
Ivdroelectric plants and  blast-fornaces.
dlarx, It goes withont saying, would have
preferered this method of demonstration.

However, lght-mnded assertions to the
effect that the U. 8, 5. K, has already
entered §ote soclalsm are crimipal. The
achievements are great, Bot there still
remaing 8 very long and ardobus rodd
to the factual victory over economic an-
archy, to the surmounting of dispropor-
thous, to the guarantee of the harmonious
character of economic Mife.

Even though the first Five Year Plan
tock intoe conslderation all possible an-
gles, by the wvery natuoe of thiogs it
could oot be anything bat a frst and &
rongh hypothesls, doomed beforchand to
fundamental reconstruction In the pro-
cegs of the work. It is  impossible  ©o
ereate & priorl a complete system of eco-
nomig harmony. The plunoing hypothesis
eould not but include old disproportions
and the inevitabllity of the development
af wew ones, Centrolized maragement
implies not only great advantages but
ulso the donger of centrolizsing the mig-
takes, I ¢, of elevating them to am ex-
cessively high degree, Only  contlngons
regulation of the plan ln the procesa of
its fulfllment, s reconstruction In part
and as o whole, can guaraniee ity econ-
amie effectivenesa.

hefore becoming members. HBat, as par-
ticulurly the recent experieoces  bave
proven, this also offers additional peossi-
bilities of clorifdeation with the result
that the actual revelutionists turn  to-
wurd the Left Opposition. Withion the
aprinl reformist camp, however, the
most declsive disillesionments are still
fo come gnd at an aceelernted tempo in
future siruggles,

That thers Will be sueh struggles in
the period we are now entering g elear-
Iy Indicated by all developments to date.
Iz It to be azsumed thot Centrlsm, which
iz g baale phencementon aond not a mere
chunce one produced by o cerinin situn-
tiom, can change and avoid s contradic-
tions of false policies? On the contrary.
As the cluss struggle develops in in-
tensity I will become the more deeply
involved in these contradictions with a
cumulative effect. On the other hand,
when we pose Lhe question of the party
to extricate itgelf from Ceotrizm, that,
of course, k8 an enlirely difercot matber
which cannot be decided in advanoee.
Thiz Iz not a question merely of indivi-
duals but of a system of leadership, Thus
it hoz its important relations not only Lo
the members now withn the party ranks
but also to the workers who are coming
in the direction of Communism,

ibn Foture Contacts
It follows from this, thet is provided

ly fully conflrmed.
The Preliminary Totals of the
Fiva Year Plan

At the present moment there canngt
aven be a discussion aboot the acioal oom-
pletion of the Five Year Plan in four
years {or more exactly, four years and
three montha)., The most fraotic lash-
ing and spurring abead in the course
af the final two months will have no ef-
fect any longer on the general totale. It
is ng yet impossible to determine the ac
tunl percentage, i. e, measured In terms
of economy—of the fulfillment of the
preliminary progrom, The dats publish-
ed in the press tuke on more a formally
atatistical than an exact economical char-
acler, Should the construction of a new
plant be accomplished up to B percent
aof its completlon amd then the work be
stopped becnose of the obyvions lack of
rivw material, then Crom a Tormally
gtatistieal viewpoint one may enter the
plan a= fulfilled 90 percent. But from
the point of view of cconomy the ex-
penses acerued must simply be entered
nnder the column of Toases, The balones
gheet of the actual effectivene=ma (the
useful functioning) of plants construcied
or in the procesa of construction, from
the viewpoint of the potional economie
balance, still belongs entirely to the fu-
L
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that our foture contacts will be recraited
much more directly from the class strug-
gle, That ltself presupposes that we
become an ever mors important factor
within it, Im this respect the experi-
ences from the 1llinois coal fields abould
furnish important material  for stady.
But that also, aside from the general

from, poipts te the Importaoce of the
role that the trade unions will play in
fhe: future slroggle. Hence it 18 50
miech more gignificant that oene of the
miflestones in our most recent develop-
ment of growth is so closely connéeted
with the reallties of the trade wunlon
queston.  Buat from this the further stopa
must lead in the direction of much deep-
er penciration into the trade wnions.

At this time of the fourth anniversary
we see the romd of the Left Opposition
clearly marked out. We have attalned a
basis. A modest one but a significant
one, MWhile we do not forget the fact
that the international’ revelutionary de-
velopments work in our direction with
accalerated spesd, it ks pevertheless cor
revt to say that our future growth and
developments will & achleved at a pace
corresponding to the degree with which
we more actively engage ourselves In
the class stroggle,

—ARNE SWABECK,

Roosevelt's Victory

(Continwed from page 1)
control of the American workers. To
inflate our own suecess and to minimize
ithe relormers' p','-l'l!h-& agninst ua Is (o
lull owr party to steep to the real dan-
ger confroning us in the immediate per-
foil of the stroggle between reform and
revolition.

The 1932 apportunist clection program,
the inability to earry oul the Leninist
united front tactic ontalde the parilamen-
tary plane for a solid cless foundatlon
upan o Marxian program, created iotern-
al shortcomings within the Communist
party electlon activity, that on the one
hond played iote the hands of the accial-
Izts, becanse the program of Communlism,
of revolution, was blurred with oppor-
tunist bBlunders, making it diffeult for
the worker to see the diference between
the parties of reform and  Fevolotion,
and on the oiher hand where we won
votes on the basis of the opportunist
program and confose this vole and con-
gider the WHOLE vote as representing
i clear cut revolutlonary vote against a
roformist vote. Facts remain, that o
Communist party with an opportunist
election progrom will obtain many re-
formist votes labeled Commonist. When
Wi hove detail h:-purts of the socinlist
amnl Communist wvotes, of reform and
rovalution, we will return to (his pro-
blem.

The Democratic party of renction with
a “lberal” cloak bas full power—next
March, But the problems confronting
the Imperlalista canmot watt  untll
March., These problems are on top of
the capitalists now and must be answer-

e to thelr class intecrests. The real
rulers mre making provisions for this
now. While Hoover hangs on and Roos-
evell walils H‘IEE' have instrocied that a
working agreement be reached. Indlca-
tlons are that this agreement has been
reached. The imperializts through this
“caplition” government uobil March will

be able to move faster. The orisis with
fta problem of unemployment and reor-
gnnization and the interpational problem
of debta and markets will demand more
drostic steps, Roebdsevelt cannot answer
these problems, no more than Hoover
could. “He" ecan, however, hurry the
process of strengthenlng the explolters
position in the coming class etrugglos
and wars and revolutiaons. Our tasg Is
to oxpose this “liberal” friend of the
“forgotten man™ and ses to it that in
the lefiward shift of the workers wa aTe
nhla to defeat the reformers In their
attempt to hold the discontent and strug-
gle In safe channels.—HUGO OHBLER
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THE ONLY ROAD

From the Series of Articles in the Forthcoming Book ‘The Only Road’ : -: by Leon Trotsky

J

AN IT BE expected that the Central Commit-
C tee of the Communist party will independently
accomplish a turn to the right road? Its whole
past demonstrates that it is incapable of deing this
Hardly had it begun to rectify itself than the ap-
paratus saw itself before the perspective of “Trotsky
ism™. If Thilmann himsclf did not grasp it immed:-
ately, then he was told from Moscow that the “part”
must be sacrificed for the sake of the “whole”, that
is, the interests of the German revolution for the sake
of the interests of the Stalinist apparatus. The
abashed attempts to revise the policy were once more
withdrawn. The bureaucratic reaction again triomph-
ed all along the lne.

It is not, of course, a matter of Thilmann. Were
the present-day Comintern to give its  sections tre
possibility of living, of thinking and of developing
themselves they would long age, in the last fifteen
years, have been able to select their own leading cadies.
But the bureaucracy erected instead a system of ap-
pointed leaders and their support by m-ans of arti-
ficial ballyhoo. Thillmann is a product of this systcmn
and at the same time its vietim.

The cadres, paralyzed in their development, weak-n
the party. Their inadequacy they supplement with
rapressions. The escillations and the uncertainty of
the party are inexorably transmitted to the class as a
whole. The masses cannot be summoned to bold ac-
tions when the party itself is robbed of revolutionary
determination.

Even if Thilmann were to receive tomorrow a tele-
gram from Manuilsky on the necessity of a turn to
the path of the united front policy, the new zig-zeg
at the top would bring little good.The leadershiy is
too compromised. A correct policy demands a healthy
régime. Party democracy, at present a P]E_].l'l.lling of
the bureaveracy, must rise again as a reality. The
party must become a party, then the masses will be-
liewe 1t, I"rm:l;it:all}r, this means to put upon the order
of the day: an extraordinary party convention and an
extraordinary congress of the Comintern.

The party convention must naturally be preceded
by an all-sided discussion. All apparatus barrwers
must be razed. Every party orgamzation, every
nuelens has the right to eall to its meetings and listen
to every Communist, member of the party or one ex-
pelled from it, if it considers this necessary for the
working out of its opinion. The press must be put at
the service of the discussion; adequate space must be
wllotted daily for critical articles in every party paper.
Special press commissions, elected at mass mestings
of the party members, must supervise that the papers
serve the party and not the bureavcracy.

wi conlinue o pursad a4 Sorfect course,’

conclusions at which we will arrive there-

The discussion, it is true, will require no little time
‘and energy. The wpparatus will argue: how can the
|part}‘ permit itself the “luxury of discussion™ at such
a eritical period? The bureaueratic saviors believe
that under difficult conditions the party must shut up.
The Marxists, on the contrary, believe that the more
difficult the situation, the more important the inde-
pendent rile of the party.

The leadership of the Bolshevik party enjoyed, in
1917, a very great esteem. And notwithstanding this,
a series of deep-going party discussions took place
throughout the year 1917. On the eve of the October
overturn, the whole party debated passionately which
of the two scetions of the Central Committee was right:
the majority, which was for the uprising, or the min-
ority, which was against the uprising. Expulsions and
repessions in general, were nowhere to be seen, in spite

lof the profundity of the differences of opinion. Into

these discussions were drawn the non-party masses.
In Fetrugrad, 8 ml:d:t'mg of non-party wnr!-:ing wWOInen
dispatched a delegation to the Central Committee in
order to support the majority in it. To be sure, the
discussion .required time. But in return for that, there
grew out of the open discussion, without threats, lies
and falsifications, the general, indomitable certainty
of the correctness of the poliey, that is, that which
alone makes possible the victory.

What course will things take in Germany? Will
the small wheel of the Opposition suceeed in turning
the large party wheel in time? ‘That is how the ques-
tion stands now. DPessimistic voices are often raised.
In the various Communist groupings, in the party it-
self, as well as its periphery, there are not a few ele-
ments who say to themselves: in every important ques-
tion the Left Opposition has a corret stand. But it
is weak, Its cadres are small in number and polit-
ically inexperienced. Can such an organization, with
a small weekly paper (Die Persaxexte RevoLurion)
suceessfully counterpose itself to the mighty Comintern
machine?

e lessons of events are stronger than the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy. We want to be the mmterpreters of
these lessons to the Commumist masses, Therein lies
our historie rile as a faction. We do not demand, as
do Seydewitz and Co., that the revelutionary prole-
tariat should believe us on credit. We allot ourselves
a more modest role: we propose our assistance to the
Communist vanguard in the claboration of the correct
line. For this work we are gathering and training up
our own cadres. This stage of preparation may not
be jumped over. Every new stage of struggle will
push to our side those in the proletariat who reflect
the most and are most eritical.

The revolutionary party begins with an  idea, a
program, which is aimed at the most powerful appar-
atus of class society. It is not the cadre that ereates
the idea, but the idea that creates the cadre. Fear
of the power of the apparatus 1s one of the most con-
spicuous features of that specific opportunism which
the Stalinist bureaucracy cultivates. Marxian eritic-
iam is stronger than any and every apparatus.

The organizational forms which the further evolu-
tion of the Left Opposition will assume, depend upon
many circumstances: the momentum of the historical
blows, the degree of resistance power of the Stalin

bureaucracy, the activity of the rank and file Com-

munists, the energy of the Opposition itself. But the
principles and methods we fight for have been tested by
the greatest events in world history, by the victories
as well as by the defeats, They will make their way.

The successes of the Opposition in every country,
Germany included, are indisputable and manifest. But
they are developing slower than many of us expected.
We may regret this, but we need not be surprised at
it. Every Communist who begins to listen to the Left
Opposition is cynically given the choice by the bureau-
cracy: either go along with the baiting of “T'rotsky-
ism®” or else be kicked out of the ranks of the Comin-
tern, For the party official, it is a question of position
and wages: the Stalinist apparatus plays this key to
perfection. But immeasurably more important are the
thousands of rank and file Communists whe are torn
between their devotion to the ideas of Communism and
the threatened expulsion from the ranks of the Com-
intern. That is why there are in the ranks of the of-
ficial Communist party a great number of partial, in-
timidated or concealed Oppositionists.

This extraordinary combination of historieal condi-
tions sufficicntly explains the slow organizational
growth of the Left Opposition. At the sime time, in
spite of this slowness, the spiritual life of the Comin-
tern revolves, today more than ever before, around the
struggle against “Trotskyism”™. The theoretical per-
iodicals and theoretical newspaper articles of the C.
P. 5. U., as well as the other scctions of the Comin-
Lern, are chiefly Jdevolad to the struggle aganst the
Left ﬂpl;msil_iun, now openly, mnow maskedly. Still
more symptomatic in significance is that mad organi-
zational baiting which the apparatus pursues against
the Opposition: disruption of its meetings by blackjack
methods ; employment of all sorts of other physical
violence: behind-the-scene agreements with bourgeois
pacifists, French Radicals and Freemasons against the
“Trotskyists" ; the dissemination of envenomed calum-
nies from the Stalinist center, cte., ete.

The Stalinists perceive much more directly and
know better than the Oppositionists to  what extent
our ideas are undermining their apparatus pillars.
The self-defense methods of the Stalinist faction, how-
ever, have a double-edged character. Up to a certain
moment, they have an intimidating effect.  But at the
same time they prepare a mass reaction against the
sysbem of falsity and violence.

When, in July 1917, the government of the Men-
sheviks and the Social Revolutionists branded the Bol-
sheviks as agents of the German General Staff, this
despicable measure succeeded at first in  exercizing a
strong influence upon the soldiers, the peasants and
the backward strata of the workers. RBut when all the
further events i::l{!arI]r confirmed the truth of the Bol-
sheviks, the masses began to say to themselves: so they
deliberately slandered the Leninists, they basely incited
ngainst them, only because they were right? And the
feeling of suspicion against the Bolsheviks was con-
verted into a fEl‘:li!‘lg of warm devotion and love for
them.  Although under different conditions, this very
complex process is taking place now too. By means
of & monstrous aceumulation of calumnies and repres-
sions, the Stalinist burcaueracy has undeniably sue-
ceeded for a period of time in intimidating the rank
and file party members ; at the same time, it is prepar-
ing for the Bolshevik-Leninists an enormous rehabili-
tation in the eyes of the revolutionary masses. At the
present time, there ean no longer be the slightest doubt
on this score.

Yes, we are today still weak. The Communist party
still has masses, but already it has neither doctrine nor
strategic orientation. The Left Opposition has al-
ready worked out its Marxian orientation, but as yet
it has no masses. The remaining groups of the “Left”
camp pessess neither the one nor the other. Hope-
lessly does the Lenidbund pine away, thinking to sub-
stitute the individual fantasics and whims of Urbahns
for a serious principled policy. The Brandlerists, in
spite of their apparatus eadre, are descending step
by step; small tactical recipes eannot replace a revolu-
tionary-strategical position. The 8. A. P, has put
up its candidacy for the revolutionary leadership of
the proletariat. Bascless pretension! Even the most
serious representatives of this “party” do not over-
step, as Fritz Sternberg’s latest book shows, the bar-
riers of Left-Centrism,  The more assiduously they
seck to create an “independent” doctrine, the more
they reveal themseclves to be disciples of Thalheimer.
But this school is as hopeless as a corpse,

A new historical party cannot arise simply because
a number of old social democrats have convinced them-
selves, very belatedly, of the counter-revolutionary
character of the Ebert-Wels policy. A new party can
just as little be improvized by a group of Communists
who have as yet done nothing te warrant their claim
to proletarian leadership.  For a new party to arise,
it is on the one hand necessary to have great historical
events, which would break the backbone of the old
parties, and on the other hand, a position in principle
worked out, and cadres tested, in the experience of
events.

While we are fighting with all our strength for the
rebirth of the Comintern and the continuity of its
further developments, we are least of all inelined to
any fetishism of form. The fate of the proletarian
world revolution stands, for us, above the organization-
al fate of the Comintern. Should the worst variant
materialize; should the present official parties, despite
all our efforts, be led to a collupse by the Stalinist
bureaucracy ; should it mean in a certain sense to begin
all over again, then the new International will trace

its genealogy from the ideas and cadres of the Com-
munist Left Opposition.

And that is why the short eriteria of “pessimism® and
“optimism" are not applicable to the work which we
are earrying through. Tt stands above the separate
stages, Lhe partial defeats and victories. Our poliey
is & policy of long range.

PRINKEIPO, September 12, 1032, L. TROTSKY,




