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4 YEARS OF THE
MILITANT

At this mwoment there s o new and
pereeplibly growing wave of aympathy
wugd support to the Lefr Opposition in
Amerien, It is taking on o form distinct
from the past slow process of winning
a worker here and there who became
convineed by  individual  propaganda.
Those who have followed The Militant
attentively will also have noticed that,
in entering the fourth year of its exist-
ence, its contents begin more directly to
refleet the struggle toward revolutionary
developments in the country. That it-
golf i3 a matorindl expression of the
growing support coming In thi direction
of the Left Opposition.

The reasons, of course, lie o the very
condifions of the working cluss move
The eeonomic crisis ks producing
a new orientation, It is generally speak-
ing a Leftward one. A werking  class
fores is beginning te emerge in the
United states. 1t s  cmerging  slowly,
painfully, with much stombling and with
many bitter cxperiences in IE  COUTSE,
But for the sctonl proof of its cmerging
ope needs ouly 1o cast a glance ot the
glection cumpaign just concluded, Willy-
nilly, of the main contenders, the capl-
talist partles, the working class issues
forced themselves to the fore, The condi-
thons created are also beglnning te put
fhe various worklng class and revolu-
tionary currents move definltely to thelr
test. ‘This, however, will be far more
miarked In the coming period of mors
intense struggles. But  alrendy  now
there §s evidence (kat the Lefit Opposition
s commencing to find its place on the
golld grounds of the class struggle. And
we can suy today that an estimate of
the slgnificance of this pew wave of
support qulte decisively indleates  our
future much greater role

Some Examples of Growth

We have at this moment a series of
new contmel  established, which are bo-
coming” inpcludel within our active ranks,
A new brawch of the League is organized
in Davenport, lowa, Branches are in
formation in Ddes Moines, Iown, In Pltts-
burgh, Pa., and in New Castle, Pa.  Our
exigting branches with but few excep-
tions, are in the process of growth,

The enormous mdvantage of o correct
theoretienl foundation—a Alarxian foun-
datlon—belonga to the Left Opposition,
But we are compaelled to carry on by
the most primitive means, moade 30 by
the isolated position from which we be-,
gan and by our sadly lHmited physical
resoiprees.  HEvery step toward oonr ob-
jectives therefore of pecesslty had to be
mgdest ones,

In both respects, hoth o regard to
a correct theoretleal foundation as well
ag in regard to our lmited means the
four years history of The Militant, fur-
nishes eloguent proof to our contention.
But while the latter is apparent, it is
the former, which in terms more Gof-
vincing than we could possibly utter,
has attested to (s enormouns advaniage,
Just look at the healthy contrast be-
tween four vears ago and today.

Then we had & handful of comrades
coming forward with an unshakable con-
wviction, having from the past recelved a
cortain preparation for thelr position, but
alzo carrylng over remnants from the
past which still caused some unclarity
and lack of experience in applying the
International Left Opposition platform to
Amoerica. We made somoe mistakes; we
muat, of epurse, record shoricomings,
Yat we ave justifed in giving emphasis
to the healthy transformation which has
taken plonee. We are justified in taking

ment.

(Continued on page G)

[WHOLE NO. 142]

Hail the Anniversary of the Russian Bolsheyik Revolution!

(m

Kifteen Years

The October revolution is finishing its fifteenth year.

This simpl figure gves evidence to

of the gigantic force which exists in the proletarian
No one, not even the most optimistic among us,
And that is not surprising;
the optimism of such a prediction weuld have had to
fear within it pessimism with regard to the interna-

state,
foresaw such vitality.

tional revolution.

The leaders and the masses saw in the October up-
heaval only the first stage of the world revolution. The
thought of an independent building-up of Socialism in
isolated Russia was, in the year 1917, neither defended
nor sustained nor clearly formulated by anybody. In
the following years, too, the economic construction
was concelved by the entire party without exception as
the substructure of a material basis under the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, as the preservation of the

economic bond {smytchka) between

and finally as the ereation of points of support for the
coming Socialist socicty which could only be built wp

on an international basis,
The ways of the world revolution

selves to be immeasurably longer and more tortuous

than we Elupcd and expected fifteen

the external difficulties, of which the historie réle of

reformism showed itself to be the

came the internal ones, above all, the policies of the
cpigones of Bolshevism, false in their foundation and
The bureaucracy of the
first Workers' State does everything decisive—uncon-
sciously, but that is no excuse—to prevent the birth of
The knots tied by the
bureaucracy must be untied or broken to give a free

fatal in their consequences.

o second Workers' State,

road to the revolution,

If the delay in the development has gone beyond the
framework wheh we had sketched, still we have aceur-

9 Scottsboro Boys
Win Victory

lllusions Now Greatest Danger|

The decizsion of the Hupremo El.‘ll.lrtf
of the United States, reversing the low-]
er courts in setting aside the trial and)

appeal verdicts in the Scottsboro case,
is @ triumph for the nine prisoners and
the entire working class., It le a victory
militantly won by the party ln the face
df greaty terror, aml repression. It s
a vindleation of the fighting methods of
the Communists who placed the struggle
on @ class basis and fought it that way.

But no ilusions! The fight 15 not yet
won, The end we are dghting for s not
yet. The boys are still in prison. They
are to ba teied again in March, thus
fir, by the same judge, in the same
court in which they were raflronded o
lttle more than a venr and A half ago.
The statement has been made that at
this forthcoming that there will be
greater need than before for the militia.
All this means that the Bupreme Court
has left the door wide open forf o re-
petition of the death sentences, In fact
it has indicated how this iz to be done,
All that ita strictures mean I3 that If
itz pugust solemnity §s to be invoked (o
sanction this kind of butehery all the
fine technlealitles of the law must bo
complied with,

The meed for o fAghting movement of
the working class for the unconditional
frecdom of these vietlms of capitalist
closs justice is greater than it waa be-
fore. What we have already necom-
plished most be the stimulns to yet
grester efforts. We canunet stop  until
we have forced the bourbon tiger of the
gounth to  open ‘lt[ﬂ jaws ami let our

LEON TROTSRKY

SovietEconomyinDanger

The Situation on the Eve of

The successcs of the fArst two years
af the Five Year Plan demonsttated to
the bourgeoisie of the entice world that
the proletarian revolutlon was a mdch
mare serlous busineszs than was apparent
in the beginning. The Interest In the So-

viet “experlment” grew apaee, Con-
apicuoua groups of eminent bourpeois
publications in divers coontrles Began

printing comparatively objective
omie information,

GO

At the same time the international
Communist pressa played up  the most
optimistic estimates of the Sovhet presa,
exaggerating them ecrodely, presumably
in the Interests of propaganda, and trans.
forming them inte an economic legend.

Fetty bourgesiz democrats, who  were
nat at all in & horey to form an eplolon
about se ecomplex o fact as the October
revelition, weltemed with glee the pos-
gibility to discover support for their be-
lated sympathies in the statistics of the
Five Year Plan. Magnanimousaly, at
Inst, they “recognized” the Soviet Hepu-
Blic In reward for ita economic and cul-
tural attainments. This act of moral

=algm provided many of them with an

the Second Five Year Plan

oppariuniiy to take an interesting trip
at reduced rates.

It is Iniinitely more deserving, for-
sogth, to defend the soclalist eonstroe-
thomw of the first workers' state than te
gugtwin  the pretensions of Wall Street
or of the City. But one ¢an take &s
little stock in the lukewarm sympathies
of this gentry toward the Soviet govern-
ment as in the antipathics of the Am-
aterdam Congress toward militarlsm.

Teople, after the type of the Webbs
(nnd they are not the worat of this lot)
are, natorally, not at all ipelined to
break their bheands over the contradie-
tions of Boviet economy. Without in any
manner commliting  themselves, they
strivee ehicfly to utilize the conquests of
S2oviets In order thus fo shame or orge
ahend the roling eireles of their land.
A Toreign revolution serves them as a
auhordinate weapon for their reformlsm,
For thia purpose, ns well as for their
perronal peace of mind, “the Friepds of
the 1, 8. 8. R.”, together with the In-
ternntional Communist buoresncracy, re-
quire & pleture of the successes In U. 8.

(Continued on page @)

| Mooney defense, the muddle-headed 11b-

the entire world their laws.

ANy exorcism.

single country is

:'m.g sha rpness.
leud.urshil.r. But

city and country,

over decades and
tional basis.

ately estimated the fundamental moving forces and
This also applies completely to the pro-
blem of the economic development of the Soviet Union.
Modern productive forces will not let themselves be’
confined within national limits by any resolution or vconsiderable light upon
Autarchy is the ideal of Hitler, not
of Marx nor of Lenin,
atism are mutually exclusive.
years ago, the program of a Socialist society in a | victory of Hoosevelt and Garner bas

Socialism and national separ-
Today as well as fifteen

utopian and reactionary.

The economic successes of the Soviet Unlon are very
tradictions and its diffientlics have taken on a threaten-
tradictionsand its diffieulties have taken on a threaten-

Delays, interruptions and dispro-

portions bear witness in the first instance to a wrong

that 18 mot all. They recall

that building up of a harmonious society is possible |
only through an uninterrupted experience extending

not otherwise than on an  interna-

The technieal and cultural obstacles—

the break between city and country, the difficulties of

have shown them-

years ago. ‘To

or death.

most  important,

eles.

.

wecount,

Prinkipo, Dctober

class brothers go. Thizs we can do.
MNow ls the time (o organlze the fight.
Objectively the situntion stonds essenii-
ally as it did before. Unly a militant
cluss fight cum free the boys, The work-
ing clase must be united around this
one fssue, To do this we pocd orgamni-
gational forms broad and demoeratic
cnough to allow all conflictiog and eon-
teadictory tendencles in the labor move-
ment to meet In g common SUruggle on
this concrete issoe. We peed p united
front of the entire working closs,

The N. A. A. C. P. which stood in the
way of a militant clags defense, the So-
clalist party which spewed slander at
the 1. L. I at the helght of the fight,
the trade wnion burcaucriacy of the A,
F, of I. which is still hamstringlog the

erals of the New Hepublic stripe will
mot Imsns the call for thils united {front
movement, They have no Interest in
gwch u unity of the workers, Only the
revolutionary party of the proletariat
can unite the ranks and orgenize the
mavement.

That i3 why we =ay to the party: Call
the united front conferences! We are
with you with all our resonrces. Wo
will help.
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The Meaning ofthe GermanElections

Speaker:
MAX SHACHTMAN
Friday, November 18, 1932

13 East 16 Bireat,
near Irving Place
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with
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Internationiel Workers Sclioal
126 East 1ith Strect

ADMISSION 40c

|

International Workers School
Entertainment

Saturday, Nov. 19 - 8 p. m.

126 East 18th Strest

ADMIBSION: 20c

import and ewport trade—all prove that the October
demands an international continuation.
ulism is not a ritual convention but a question of life

Internation-

There will be no lack of jubilee speeches and arti-
The majority of them will come from those
who were, in October, the ntransigeant adversaries of !
the proletarian insurrection.
will be called “counter-revolutionists™ by these gentle- oratic hunds the blind protest vote will
It is not the first time that history permits it-| expeet immediate action aud sinee the
self such jokes and we have nothing against it on that| Democrats will earry out the lmperial-
Even if it is with confusion and slowly, his-
tory does its work.
And we too, we will do ours!

We Bolshevik-Leninists

13, 1932 -—L., TROTSKY.

Lefewerd Shift i

Parliamentary Gains Turn Heads of the Stalinist Leadership

While exact details as to the composi-
tlon of the vote cast in last Bunday’s
German electlons are not yel ot baod,
the total Agures afford uws the opportun-
ity to compile the resuits and draw con-
viustons adequate for the moment.

As compared with the elections of last
July 31, the social demoeracy lost ap-
proximately three-quarters of a million
votes; an almost identionl pamber of
vobes was galoed by the Communist
party. The Hitlerites, for the first time,
lost the substaptial number of more than
two million votes, although they remalin
by far the largest party in the country;
the Natiopallst parcty, o turn, picked
up close to a million additional vobe, The
other bonrgeols partles revealed no de-
clalve change In strength: the Centrizis
and their Bavarlan co-rellgionists lost
for hundred thonsand vobes: the old
'eople’'s party galned a few  hundred
thousnnd ; the rest of the vote, slightly
less 1n total than three mogths apo,
was seattered.

From these bare figures, the following
sitnntion may be deduced

The Nazl Setbeak

For the first time in their recent years
of unlpterrupied and sensatlonal growth,
the Nazis have saffered a distinet set-
back., As we have polnted gut previous-
Iy in thesp columns, the Hitlerites can-
not hope to artive in power by the smooth
parlinmentary  teain, The  preceding
electlon already indieated that, so far
s electlons are concerned, the  Noxi
wocinl regpervolr of voting strength was
well-nigh exbansted. Not a parliament-
ary movement in the ordinary bourgecls
sense, the Fascists must strive to fulall

STALINIST S TAKE MEASUR ES

| jte opposite, providing the Communists

PRICE 5 CENTS

————

Thi returus from the elections throws
the clasa reaction
to the crisis. The capitalist press s
Z‘ul.:ll.ug Ioosevelt as the vigtor of n
cpldal wave”, of o “landslide” that has
'wnn.-tl the Itepublicans out of office. The

carried with it complete control of the
House und Senate.  Throughout the
country their “landslide” has carcied
with it many state and local tlekets.
Not sknee the last world war has the
Democratic wing of the capitalist reae-
tlonery partles gained such a favorable
| posbtion.

The Democrats have full coutrel amd
will have no “excuse” for not careying
ot thelr progrom apd clection promiscs,
Wtovsevelt mude lots of promises, just
ug Hoover did in 1928, Hoosevelt was
foreed to glee these promiszes beécamse he
bad o =teaddle diffevent layers of class-
g amd Fally the mass discontent Crom
fhe effecis of the erizls in ovder to gain
altioe,

Teddy Ioossevelt started out by “trust
busting™ and ended with the groatest
service rendered to the monopollats. F.
Ir. Toosevelt with his “Torgoiten man"
and his “new deal” will end In the aame
way., With a clepr majority in DWemd-

fsts will the “victory vote” will turn o

wee able to take advantage of the favor
able developments,

Rogaevelt rode to power on the sup-

n German Vote

their alms Ly the violent selzure of
power and the more vielent extirpation
of all proletarian  movements and -
stitutlons. Or, if the necessity for such
i step is obviated by the collapse of
the proletarian movemeni—as happened
In October 1923—-the bourgeois saves it-
zelf the expense of the inevitably ensuing
sunguinary confliet, a perlod of “stabl-
lHzation" sets in, and the Fasclst move-
pient beging to decompose. And  with
it, the revolutionary proletariom party.

From this it dees not follew that the
Fascist danger to the German proletariat
1 mow eliminated, or even definitively
on the decline. Suech a conclusion caon
be drawn only by those for whom the
cluss stroggle begins ot the ballot box
and ends with a parliamentary mandate,

The keavy decline in the soclal dem-
oeratie vote is another repayment  mdace
by the socinlist workers for the base
treachery of their leaders which could
ool be committed with Impunity. That |
some  TOOMM socinlist workers deseeled
their treaditlonnl party, surmounted the
barriers artifieally crected ngainst them
by the Stalindsts, and voted the Commuu-
st slnte—is at one and the same time
an arralgmment of the reactionary role
of the social democratic leadership and
af that ebdurnte stupldity of the Stalin-
ists whose course, in the Arst place, pre
ventsl masses of others from rallying
te the banner of revolution, and In the
second ploes, still detdrs the vast nom-
bers of discontented soclallst  workers
from moving any closcer to the arganized
Commnulzt movement than Is necesspry
for the cnsting of o red ballot.

(Continned on page 5

The Expulsio

The Lessons of the Second Expulsion of the Capitulators

Wirelesa and telegeaph have flashed
news Lo the ontlee world of the expul-
glom of Zinoviev and Kameney from the
pariy, and along with them of more [han
a score of Bolaheviks. According to the
aificlal communleation, those who Aara
expelled were, presumably, striving  to
recgtablish capitalism in the Boviet Un-
foi. The paliticnl import of thizs new
reprosslon 18 imposing in lfself Itz
aymptomotlc: signlflcance s tremendoud.

In the course of many years, Blnovler
nnd Kameney were the closest pupils amd
collaborators of Lenln, Detter than any
one #lge, Leniln knew their weak traits;
It he wus algo able to  utilize thelr
gtrong sldes. In his  “Testoment™, 8o
cautiony in tone, whereln both praise nnd
cengure are equally modulnted in order
ot fo steengthen some too moch and
weaken others, Lenln deemed it wrgent fo
remlnd the party that the behavior of
Zinoriey and Kameney in October  was
“not accidental”. Babsequent events con-
firmed these words all too clearly, Bub
ne more accidental was also that role
which Zinoviev and Kamenev played in

nof Zinoviev

expulsion brlugs to mind thcie old and
wimechdental role.

Zinoviey and Kameney woere members
aof the Politburean, which in Jenin’s fime
was dlirectly In charge of the fate of
the party amd of the revolution. Zin-
oviev was the chairmon of the Communa
it Imternational. Together with HRykov
and Tslurupa, Knmener was Lenin's al-
terannte, during the finol period of Lenin's
HE'EI for the office of chairnmn of the
Boviet of People's Commissara.  Afterd
Lenin‘s death Kamepev presided over the
Palitbureau and the Soviet of labor anid
Defense, the highest economic ovgin of
1nm.

In 198, Zinoviev and Kameney Innneh-
od o campaien against Trotsky., At the
beginning of the straggle, they took
very poor account of lis conseguences,
which, of courae does not testify to thelre
politieal farsightedness,  Eiooviey  was
primarily an agitator, exceptionally tal-
ented, but almost exclusively an agltat-
or. Kmmenev—"g wize politiglan” in
Lenivn's estimation, but lacking  great
will power and too easily inclined to ad-

Roosevelt’

. Protest Vote of Middle Class and Labor Hits Republicans

s Victory

purt of a big section of Snanciers, lke
voung and Taylor, jlngoist and big vavy
advocates like Hearst and Daker, pro-
gressive™ republicons, confused —middle
cluss elements, “lberals”, the solid re-
actionary Jim-Urow south and  discon.
pented apd coufused workers,

The protest vote of the middle cluss
and mibsled workers will be g goosd cover
punder which Roosevelt will be able to
spegd up and carry out the imperialisc
program. Under cover of the “fght” w
repeal the Elghteenth Amendment the
Demorrats will hid their resl activity
tor Wall Street and use this at a critical
moment us crombs for the bopgry, dis-
coulented missges,

The crisis with its elfects of bankrapley
und ruin for large seetions of the middle
cluas, with deastic wage cuts,  lower
Nving staundards and  mass oeemploy-
ment for the workers, bhas piled up o
tremendouns Lilnd protest vote of diseon-
tent.  Hoeosevelt's materinl base rests o
VWull Strect Lot his votes rest o Uee
diseottented middle clusy sud the large
layers of the working cluss who ave uob
yer class conscous.  Buch was Hoemsevelt's
victury.

T tlye Laft of this Homsevelt vote Is
the peal and decisive signideance of the
vleetion for our clpss—the demand of
the reformist pariy, the socinllst party,
For o plaec ln the sun apd agaiost e
Connuunist Puacty of Hevelutico, The
complete returns of the socialist aomd
Communist vete are vot in but we bave
suthcient Information for the mafa oot-
lints of this problem,

The soclallst poarty has piled op a
lurge vote., The skeleton party of Am-
erican so0ctal refermism has taken on
furm. Contrury to the Stalivist aoalysis
of the mist——that the bose of reformism
hus Been morrowed and therefore we will
ol have a perlod of reform In America—

illmt we are heading toward n period of

revelutiouary upsurges and the struggle
uf class agninst cluss—we find reforoism
growlng, The editorial of the Daily
Worker of Nov. 10 (City Edition) dis-
mizses the zeclallst vote as unlmportant
onel, a5 stated in the last issue of the
Milltant, mechanically compures the Com-
munist vole of {oday with the previous
clections.,  The sStalinists leave uongng-
warel the guestign of the pew relatlon-
ship of elass forces,; the relationship of
the party of reform and revolutlon; and
the gquestion of what the future holds in
slore for the reformera,

Uur positlpn on fhe guestion of @
peried” of reformism for America hus
Bien dealt with at different times in the
Militant, For the moment we want to
take up Just owe phasze of the problem
and we will later return to it for further
conslderntion on the basls of develop-

| ments,

Io New York, Hillguit, seclalist candi-
date for mayor, polled 250,000 votes, the
lnrgest ever polled in New York by the
soclalists,  Thomas  obtalwed 130,000
voleés, Thomas' wvotes were  basleally
piscllist votes of small shopkeepirs and
misled workers while Hillguit's vobe had
the mdditionnl protest vote of the mid-
dle class, the “good government” and
“cheap govermment” vole agaiost Tom-
nwny  EHall,

The uatlonal vote of Thomas will ba
for above his 1928 fgure of 275,000
voleds, o fact Indications  are, from
partial refurns, that it wiil be close to
or lurger than the Debs vole of 1520
of mearly o million votes. Many of the
basie central and western states ns well
ng eastern industrinl states are glving
Thomas n fair volbe,

The New York Ameclean of Nov., 10,
In UHsting the clected members of the
Huuse presecoted the names of 8even oe
ciallst candidates where the results of
fhe glection were still in doubt. The
New York Times of the same date had
alvcady  eliminated the sociallst names,
No doubt sovialists and Compiunists wére
clected to local office here and there, ouly
te be counted out, maboly the Commun-
lats, by capitalist democracy.

& Bhift to the Left

One thing can be sald upon the Incom-
plete retros. The socialist vote, In relg.
thon to reaction, shows a shift of o lay.
e of workers to the Left. In retatlon
to the cluss struggle it shows the party
of reform bos checked Leftward shife
of the workers. The soclalist party vobe
shows that they have Jone thele Jol well
&3 a stone wall between the parties of
reaction and the Communist party of
revolution in slowing down and holding
up the process of workers jolning the
Communists ranks,

The only returns of our vote we have
are New York City. Foster amd Ford
obtalned 24,018 votes compared to 105, Ty
in ME0 when he ran for Mayor,
This I8 an  Indicatlon of an in-
credase of even greater proportions be-
cotEe 2o many of fthe workers are dis-
framchized, In splte of the favorable
mellm made by the Communists the guina
in relation to the aociallst party glvea
the reformmrs an advantage in the pre-
sent stage of the struggle of the reform.-
ists and the revolutionists for Ideologieal

the Lenlnist party. And thelr present

(Contloged on page 2)
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