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Letters from Milicants

The Militant Club
in Chicago

CHICAGD.—

In one of the recent issues of the Mili-
fant a short notlee appeared that o Dew
organization was founded wunder the
pame “Friends of the Militant Club".

The unlgh. position of the Lelt Op-
position In the revolutionary movement
and its righteous cause so eloguently es-
poused in the columns of its weckly or-
gan the Milltant, are attracting to it more
and more sympathizers and fricods but
the host of followers is still very small
to be an adequabte suppert to such an
impoeriant paper.

While the officinl press of the C. P 18
glways In dire need of financinl asalst-
ance, and we have always gladly and
generously contributed to its existence,
still it §s able to continue to function be-
cause of ihe help rendered to it by its
pumerous subsidiary organlzations. The
Militant, on the other hand, i not only
always In very precurious financlal straits
but without any ald whatsedver except
the vallant struggle and sacrifices of its
collaborutors and by the ald of its re-
gtricted number of readers, In fact the
foancial cicumstances are so bad thot
we are In continuous fear that the next
issues will have to be sospemled or the
paper discontinucd altogether.

Considering thiy sad state of affwirs,
g group of sympathizers and  friends
have been inspived with an idea to found
an independent organization which would
take into its fold men and women radi-
cally ioclined and get them pequainted
gradunlly swith the prineiple isaues in-
volved, thus efeating o new medium  of
gupport for the Militant, The purpose
of thiz organization iz therefors twofold:

{1} Cultural or educational for its
members amd visitors by orranging bl
monthly lectures on various topies such
ag of a politleal, economle, social, liker-
ary, scientific amd philosophic oature.
Alsg toe stimulate collateral reading. The
lectures and discussions (o be conducted
om @ free democratic basls, allowlog
everybedy to participate and express his
or her ldea whatever It may be;

{2) to render fnancial and moral sap-
port to the Milltant in following mannar:

(o) by obtaining subseriptions for the
paper

i) by selling the paper at all meet-
ings of the organization aod at all other
ogcaslons ;

(e} by promoting the sale of various
radieal and other kind of lterature;

(d} by arrpuging public affairg such
as fectures, concerte and other forms
of socials and enterlainneents,

Any person regardless of  sex, color,
patlionality o race 8 admissible as a
member into the organizetion, provided
he or she s in accord with the follow-
ing prerequisites get forth in the pream.
ble

(1} he or she must belleve o and

recognize the class struggle of the work-
iras of the warld ;

(2) be or she must be in sympathy
with the U, 8 8. K. the first fatherland
of the working class,

In its brief existence we were able so
far to enroll about 256 members, but the
Increasing mumber of visitora at each
meetlng glves great hopes that more and
more sypathizers will join os and thus
succesd to bulid up o substantial aid
to the Militant,

Wonld not thiy attempt Lo come Lo ald
the-Miiiant be an inspiration to the many
readers and sympathlzers in other com-
munities thronghout the country to imit-
ate s and start boltding wp similer Clubs
under the same name and aaturally with
the same purposs so that this beginoing
may devolop into a widely spread na-
fipnal organization? Tet us try.

—R.

e ——

The Murder of Andrew
Ganis

SPRINGFIELID.—

Androw Ganis is the latest victim of
the Llinois coal mine closs war. Shot
to death by o Notionel Guardsman after
being pointed ont by @ strikebrecker, as
a militant member of the Progressive
Miners of America.

A double tragcdy in the same famlly
war bot slightly averted. Mra. Ganis
wis opn Lhe picket line at Taylorville and
narrowly escaped death with a seore of
the otler pieketers, as the troek in which
the Mational Guard wore conveying them
to the connty line capsized, Injurlng a
number of them.

The funeral oration was delivered by
Gerry Allurnd, ediior of the Progressive
Miner at 'awnee, in Bangamon County,
s the authorities would not allow @er-
vicea to be held in Christian County
where the muardersd miner worked and
Hwved. Comrade Allard told the assem-
bled 15060 miners that Andrew Ganils
fell p victim of the class war; that the
miners musl atand uwnited and retain the
game militancy they have held sioce the
fight begon, and that shortly we will
avenge onr martyred dead.

In the fumneral procession there were
5,0 antomobiles with four people In
avery ont, The body was carrled to
Taylorville and Inid to rest with George
Fratklin RBilyiae, martye of the Vieden
riots of 1895,

Peabody and Lewis are attempting to
exterminate the militants In the P. M.
of A, Gunmen ambushed and wounded
Pat Ansbury as he was returning from
the fuperal of Andrew Ganls, punctur-
ing the front tirea and sbhattering the
windshield with gun flre. Ansbury man.
aged to crawl from the car and escapd

through felds with bullet wounds o t'hel

nack,
The coal barons, heartened by the un-
necessary retreat of the new miners’ un-

jon at Its first pational comvention, In
accepting the identical scale of Walker-
Lewls, are using every method to get the
Tarlorville mines operating under the
Lewls machine. They fear and koow
that the . M. of A. I8 golng to be &
rank and file union—a union based oD
the principles of the class struggle.

The P, M. of A. bas met this Dew
attempt of the bosses to open the mines
in Christias County with mass plcketing
on an unheard-of seale, In Ilinois. Thou-
ganda of miners with their wives and
children are to be found on tha picket
ling every moroing at & o'clock, hum-
dreds are arrested every day and con-
veyed by military guard to the County
line,

The women in this strike are display-
ing marvelous courage end militaney.
For the first time in the history of the
coal miners’ union thelr women folk are
orgapized In auxillaries of the P. M. of

In many strike centers they bhave
aetablished community kitchens and are
learning how to run them on the cooper.
gtive principle which will be a fcature
of sur future soclety.

Thev face tear gas, bayonets and bul-
lets with an unconguerable spirit, as too
well do they know the misery and priva-
thons they alse had to endure under the
corrupt, degenerate 17, M. W, of A which
they have declded to rid themselvea of.

1t wounld be incorrect to say that the
I’ Al of A, sold out, as the official party
kaz sald. They have made an unneces-
snry retreat, doe te pressure from Con-
servative elements in the wunion  and
principally due to the lack of an organized
Left wing. Mhe I M of A 1s still a
healthy organization with rank aod fle
vontral of leadership—and in all  pro-
babiliiy will carry dgut the traditions
which gave It birth.

A continuation of moss pickeling, bet-
ter organized than formerly, and demon-
strations at the capital in Springfield
agninst the wuse of the militda, is the
wext step Mecessnry.

=CARMODY.

Compensation Racket in

N!W anl‘

UCoder the State Compensation Law,
every factory worker s entitled to fres
medlical trea*ment if injured during the
course of work. For this purpose “Work-
men's Compensation Clinles” are located
In every industrial district of New York.
It ostepsibly seems that this law is of
the greatest benefit to the workers. But
u carcful serutiny of the other end gives
us an oltogether different view of the
affair,

Binee clinics ar supervised by private
doctors, and there are many, it 18 neces-
sury to establish a clientele. Men are
employed to canvass every factory within
o congiderable radivs, and to install first
ald kits, authorization slips and posters,
conspleuonsly bearing the doctor’s name
aud address.

A number of years back, the doctors
deemed iU unnecessary to dispense with
first ald paraphernalia, on the asswmpe
tion that injured workers would apply
gelf-treatment and so offer a serlons fac-
tor in curtailing their moach desired pro-
fits. The crisis, however, convineed the
doctors that it was cither a case of ad-
apting themselves to new conditions or
destruction was inevitable. It no longer
was a guestion of workers treating thems
gelves, but to secure thelr trade—at any
cost,

Now all factories are forced to main-
tiin first-aid kita stocked to comply with

ment, In this case wo  alacrity was
gshown by the employers in purchasing
kits and reguired supplics. No blow af-
fiects them so much as a blow at their
pocket-Liook. It then was a matter of
buying a kit or payiog a fine. Money
being Involved in either case, the bosses
found themselves betweon the devil and
the deep sea. At this peint the doctors
graciously stepped in. The conditions for
a completely supplied kit were not to
nse the contents but merely keep them to
avold fines—and  “no matter how elight
the workers' injurles may be, send them
to the ¢linic for treatment.”

Unfortumately for the doctors, the
crisls egually afected them sz in other
Aelda, Closed factorles and few workors
in the ones that remained open, promised
the doctors noe paunches from early retire-
ment amil ea=y living, Coupled with this,
new doctors who in private practics found
thelr patience exhausted for lock of pa-
tients, turped to this  secmingly qguoick
angd easy method of reaping a harvest
Angther factor, tending to aggravate
this competitive malady, fs medieal grado-
mtes with an ever rendy eye for imme-
diate and orative Incomes,

TUnduly large expenditures, in the form
of paying men to vislt factories, distri-
butlon of kits, supplies, cards and posters
aceoried them no promize In prospect to
win the raee for bread and butter. Com-
sequently doctors instructed their men,
upen visiting fuctories, that an apprecia-
ble decrease in expensed ¢ould be obtain-
ed by “eliminatiog’ the other doctors.
Thiz "elimination” measurs began guite
Innocently. It ot first reduced itself to
the tearing up of cards and posters ad-
vertleing other doctors, Medieal eom-
petitors responded to the same degree.
Later on instfuctions and ethies were ell-
minated In the process of “elimination”.
At present competition has reached the
polnt, where doectors organlze crews to
epter factorles and pull thelr competitors'
kits off the walls. Several men of the
crew engnge the boss In  eonversation o
awch & way that his back iz to the kit,
while the other half go about thelr buosi-
ness of elther demollshing or atealing
it. All stolen kits and first ald supplies
are always relabelled with the victorious
doctor's name and address.

Imasmuch g3 the doctors find it lmpos-
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glble to rely wholly upon such methods,
for a start, contracts are made with firat
aid supply firma of doubtful reputation,
The latter concect fArst ald sapplles of
the most inferior and often polsonous in-
gredients. An excellent illustration has
been furnished in the recent past. One
Sunshive, whoe seld mercurochrome and
iodine to these clinles was arrested for
gelling polsoned antiseptics, Government
chemists reported that guinmea pigs died
instantly upon injection. The purpose of
thess “antiseptica™ iz twofold. They are
cheaper than the standard product, and
chanees are greatly in favoer of having
workers who treat themselves come for
treatment, whether they like it or not,
sloee infertion usually follows the use of
gich “antizepties™.

Another aapeet of this racket is high-
Iy lllumioating and egoally interesting.
The intcroeclne struggle among doctors
i waged with the factory as the arena,
A constant sonrce of trouble and worry
g the bosses, and loss to the doctors,
impels the laitler to resort to  more
gtrategle tactics.

Arrangementz are made between doc-
tors and insurance gompanies, “Bupervis-
ara of Compensation Claims™, to lop of a
gum of money due the doctor for services
rendered the workers For such  aub-
stantinl consideralions, the sopervisor
sendla letters to employers insured by bis
company, requesting them to “conslder™
the doctors mentloned. Angling for busi-
nezs from all sides, eapecially restanrants,
v a2 much cherished praetiee. Owners
of restanprants are glven food-handlers'
cards denfed by the Board of Health, for
pending “business" to cortaln dectors. At
times the sanitary conditions in some of
these restaurants place in obseurity the
Augean stables,

It Is & matter of common Imn!rled.ﬂh
that treptment of cuts and brulses ia)
prolonged to an almost unbelievable tine,
Sinee the doctors are paid a certain spm
for every treatment, it §s te their profit
to prolong the treatment. If, for exam.
ple, a worker cuts his finger, the doctors,:
very often ordinary laymen with white
aprons, make it their business to stuf
fs mmuch cotton in the wound as possi-
ble, =0 that the fibres constantly irritate
the ecot and healing takes three to Ove
tirhes longer. On top of this, plenty of
adhesive plaster is used to prevent the
air from drylng or clotting the biood,
thus preventing the early formation of a
scab avd a guick cure. The longer the
treatment, the more money in the doctor's
pockets and the more Inconvenlence for
the workers. Sometimes the doctor 13 ad-
moniahed for “jacking” up the bills, In
thiz case the worker who is often entitled
to compensation money 1z denled It
through the efferts of the docior to save
(i INsurance company “UnDecessary ex-
pEnses”

Asaide from the foregolng, the doctors
also maintain their private practice. To
saupplement their already large earnings,
these “healers” of mankind de a little
work “on the slde.” Gangsters who haye
the poor taste to gel in the way of police
bullets patrenize these doctors who pos-
gess a facully to keep silent. Of course
there are temporary slump peciods. In
such periods abortions are yery profitable,

Buch are the reforms granted the
worker by a benevolent hourgeolsie, Hiae-
keteors of the lowest iype are only posal-
ble under caplialism: to selzo every e
form fought for by the workers and prey
upon them in o varled forfm of exploita.
thom.
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Stalinists Expel Philly
Militant

Phila., Oct. 11, 1932
To tho Central Executive Committes;
Ta the IMstrict Executive Commitiee;
To the Party Members of Philadelphio.
Comrades ;

1 am of the opinlon that It is oeees-
sury to speak out ogainst the tacit sa-
botage of the Leoninfst policy of the uni-
ted fromt. The rejection of this tactig
holds the greatest danger for the intera
pational revolutionary movement, partd
cularly In CGermany. For maintginiog
this point of wview the executive commit-
tee of Sectlon 3 hes at its latest meet-
ing recommended my expualslon from the
Communist parety.

I this to be the apswer to Bolshevist
critelam ¥ Wil this be our party's con-
tribation to our brother German party?
I take this occaslon to explain my posi-
tion on —{1}THE GERMAN SITUATION
and (2) MY "FHATERNIZATION WITH
TROTEKYITES. 1 appeal to all work-
er-Commupists and to the D, E. ¢ to
condemn the recommendation of the aec-
tion committee,

How can we win the millions of work-
tra who still sepport Soclal-Demoorpcy?
Faoninist wnited fromnt. We inust uniie
with all Hoeclallst workers aod organiza-
tlong in the fAght agoinst Paselsm and
thue make possible g successful proletar-
fan revolution.

To speak of united front from below
without approaching the organization
which the workers still support means no
united front but merely a rouline recroit-
ing campaign for the party. We must
definitely speak out to the social-dem-
oeracy and fts leadership for n united
front action agninst Faselsm. Lenin
anid that we have nothing to fear in a
united fromt with the Hendersons and
Bnowdens (Wels, Scheldemann, ete.—L.
E.). He gaid if the Hendersons do not
aecept the uoited fromt on these condi-
tions we have at once galoed the sym-
pathy of the massea and discredited the
goclal deformists. If they do  aceept
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ivize, separate cutity of orgaoization,
NOT subservicnt amalpamation, ebe—L.
It} thon we are the gainers.

We must eay to these leadera, “If you
want to fight Hitler, let os unite in a
common struggle” To say, as does the
party, that we do ool onoite with So-
clulist leaders, becanse they are “Soclala
Fasclsts™, does not convioce the Social-
st workers, We must say In the wonds
of Lenin—Tyo unite with the Eerenskys,
oot becnase we boelieve in them, bot be-
canze milllona of workers still follow the
Kercnskys (Russinn Welses, Noskes, eto,)

2. On Fraternization

To top all this the parity probibits
comrades from discussing and studying
thiza zituation. I was recommended for
expitlzion for fraterniging with members|
of the Trotsky group (Left Opposition)
aml for discussing problems vital to the
Communist movement.

For us Communists, international
fuestions are as important as natlonal
We musl realize that Germavy, the key
te the internatiopal situeation at  the
preésent moment, s the most  Importapt
ofder on the iniernational agenda, Since
very little on this question Is found in
the party press I read the vlewa of Leomn
Trotsky, After apalyzing them and dis-
cussing them I came to the conclusion
ithat Trotsky I8 correct on the gquestion
of the united front as expressed In his
books, “Germany—the Key to the Inter-
national sSituation” and “What Next—
Vitnl Questlona for the German Prole-
tariat.”

I place mysell in complete solidarity
in this respect with comrade Pappas®
statement on the German goestion.

The life of the Soviet Union is In dan-
ger. The life of the Communist Inter-
wationnl is threatened with  destruction.
Why does the Communilst International
remain silent on the German question?

DEMAND AN OPEN DISCUSEION ON
THE GERMAN SITUATION.

DEMAND THE CALLING OF THE
BEVENTH WORLD CONGRESRE OF
THE C. I

Long live our international party!
Comradely,
{Signed) Lon Roberts (Bob).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1932

Archives of

the ﬂﬂlﬁilﬂ-n

Trotsky's Letter to Olminsky

Twao letters of Trotaky, one to Cheldze|

written in April 1813, wery sharply at-
tacking Lenln and selzed at the tlme by
the police department, were discovered in
1821. The old emigrants wore well ac
guainted with the history of the faction-
al Aghts and the Uttle episodes that grew
ot of them, To them it was all a mat-
tor of the far distant past. Lenin must
have merely smiled when Stalim (in all
probability) slipped bim the letter. But
this does not east the slightest shadow, nor
eould it, upon the relstions between Lenin
and Trotsky, Detween the episodic letler
written at a moment of acute factional
strfuggle and the year 1021, when the
fetter, forgotten by the author, rose (o
the surfice, stooad the year 1917, with the
Oeiobor revolution, the following three
vears of civil war against & world of
enemies, and the first year of common
eeoromic constraction.  Olminsky, who
worked in the Imstitute of Party History,
addressed to Trotsky a request for the
prhlication of his letter to Cheidze, He-
hind this request must have been con-
cealed an attempt at intrigue in which
Mminsky was more the tool than the
instigntor. In view of the fact that later
an Stalin made wvery extensive use aof
Trotsky's letter, circolnting it without a
date. as If It bhad been written in 1623,
there §s suflicimt groand to assume that
Behind Olminsky's request stomd Stalin:
he always occupled Dbimself with these
makters with a particular relish. We con-
sider it worthh while to reprint here Trot-
shy's veply to Olminsky:

“Iardon my delay in roplying.  This
week wag 4 very busy one for me. You
wsk about the poblication of my letter
to Cheldze., [ do not think that it wonld
be o place. The time for hlamr;- has nmot
yet artived. The lettera were written
under the impression of the moment god
{ts needs, and the tone of the letters cor-
reapotded to them, The prescnt-day rend-
ier will not nwnderstand thias tone, will not
establish the necessnry historical correc.
tlong, and will ooly be confused. From
abrogd we are to receive the atchives of
the party and the foreign Marzlan pub-
licatlons, In them §s a large number of
letters of all those whe participated in
the "serap’. Are you planniog to publish
them at the present time¥ This would
create altogether unoeceszary  politienl
complicationa for there are hardly two
old emigrants In the party who did oot
sgharply abuse each other in correspond-
ence under the Influence of the ldeological
strugele, momentary  exeltement, ete
Write explanations for my letters? But
this wonld mean to relate wherein I dif-
fered at that time with the Bolsheviks.
In the Intreduction fo my brechure, ‘Re-
sults and Ferspectives', T speak  briety
about it. I see no need of returning to
the apbject becanse of the accidental dis-
covery of the letters In the archives. To

review of the factional fight might give
rise to polemics even today, because—I1
avow it fraokly—1 do not at all consider
thut in my dizsagreements with the Bol-
sheviks I was wrong oo every poiot. 1
was wrong—and faodamentally—in my
appraizal of the Menshevik faction,
overestimating its  revolotlonary possi-
bilitles and hoping that we would succeed
in isolating and wullifying itz LRight
wing., This fundamental error, howéver,
fowed from the fact fhat 1 approached
both factions—the Holshevik and the
Menshevik—from the polot of view of the
ideas of the permenent revolution aod
the dietatorship of the proleiarciat whepe-
0 the Bolshoviks and the Mensheviks in
that perlod supported the stendpoint of
the bonrgeois revolution and the dJdem-
ocratic republic, 1 considered that the
differences betweon both factlons were
not very deep in prinelple and I hoped
(thiz hope 1 expressed more than onee
In letters awd speeches) that the very
course of the fevolution and the econguest
of power by the working class would
bring logether the contending .factions,
which did occur up to a certain point
I 1905, (The preface of comrade Lenin
to Kantsky's artleles on the motive forces
of the Hussian revolution and the whole
lime of the paper, Natchalo),

“I think that my evaluation of the mo-
tive forces of the revolatlon wis indubit-
ably correct, but the conclusions which I
drew from it with regard to the two ac-
Lions wers nndoubtedly wromg.,  Bolshe-
¥ism alove assembled in Its ranks, thanks
te itz irreconcilable line, the really rey-
olutionury clemeenis of the old  intelli-
gentzin as well as the advanced stratum
of the working closs. Ooly thanks to
the fact that Bolshevism suocceeded  fn
creating this compact revolutionary or-
ganization, was it possible to make such
o speedy e from the revelutionary de-
mocratic to the revolutionary soclallst
position. Even now I could without dif.
ficulty  divide my  polemical articles
agninst the Mensheviks and Bolsheviks
intp two categorles: one, those devoted
to an analyels of the ioternal forces of
the revolution, fts perspectives (the Polish
theoretical organ of Rosa Luxemburg, the
None Felt), and the other, those devobed
to an apprafsal of the factions of the
liussian Boclal Democrats, their strog-
Eles, ¢te. The articles of the first cate-
gory 1 could present even now without
correctlons, because they fully and en.
tirely coincide with the positlon of eur
party begiuning with 1917, The articles
of the secomd category are patently ore-
oncous and it would not be worth while
republishing them. The two letters sent
me belong to the articles of the aecand
category ; thele publication iz not Oppor-
tune, Let it be done by somebody about
ten years from now, If there should be
any interest in it

“With Communist greetings,

thiz sbould be added that a retroapective

December 6, 1921 “L. TROTEKY."

Fight in lllinois Sharpens

(Continued from page 1)
and imported gunmen are free to carry
gung, knlves and black-jacks.

The law permits pleketing, permits
organizing, but law or no law the ¢coal-
operators find & way to do it hrutally and
thoreughly and even dispensing with
formalities, In the Taylorville soction
during the last few weeks several acores
of plckets and their wivea have been
wounded and one murdered, hondreds ar.
rested under all kinds of excuses and
resirictions Imposed, others clubbed and
tear-bomb gassed. Suach i3 “democracy’,
guch ia “law and order” under the capi.
talist aysbem,

Bosses Preparing for Winter

That the besses of Illinols are prepar-
ing to take care of the workers In other
citiea this winter if they should decide
to fight instesd of atarve, is made clear
by the announcement of the commander
in charge of the state militia in the Tayl.
orville atrike area when he said  that
“The change every weok In companies ia
being made in order that the wvarfous
units of the militla may galn experienco
in active duty."

Mot only are the armed forces of (he
atate govermment openly  sapporting
Lewls, but the courts as wall. Thras mi-
litant miners, Joseph Colbert, Dominic
Laurantl and Andrew Gania have been
cold-blosdedly murdered by a rain of
bulleta from the guns of the Lewis” gang.
sters and none of the gangaters that did

Lha killinga has been brought before the
“har of joatice.”

Juat tfhe other day, Circait Judge Roy
Dwve of Shelbyville, sitting in the cir-
cuit court, upheld the right of '‘the atate
militia to make arrests without warrants
and hold the men and women =20 arresiod
any length of time they may see fit,

This “representative of justice™ has
ghown by his own deed that there i3 no
neutrality, no justice between capital and
labor and places the jodiclary of his
state four square on the aide of the coal.
operators and Lowis,

| courts, the state militla, the state police

and the underworld not to maintain
unionism but to destroy it, just as he did
in Penn., Ky., West Va., Ohio, and other
Maces, It is the Peabodys and the other
coll-operators who will be masters it
Lewls wins. But that is a long, long way
Lo g,

State potice, gangsters, courtas and the
state militia will not be able to impose
again the Lewls leadership on the Ilinois
miners, and before this fight is fAinished
there will not:only be o complete defeat
for Lewis, but the miners will be miueh
nearer to a powerful Communist mov-
ement that will make it possible to uproot
wll these practises with which the labor
fakers, in cooperation with gunmen, at.
templ to crush labor's organizations.
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