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September Plenum of C.1.

Some Fleeting Marginal Observations on the 12th Plenum!|

1.—The report on revolutionary atrat.
ey was rend by Kuusinen. His role in
the Finnish revolution of 1918 shows he
i juat the right man to be the strategiat
af the international proletariat.

2—The principle theses declars again,
*The relative stabllization of capitallam
has comea to an end.” In 19327 But didn't
the Skxth World Congreas already speak
of the end of the stabilizatlon? The Tenth
Plenum of thee B, C. of the C. 1. pro-
clamed the “third perlod. that ks to say,
the perlod which leads directly to  the
proletarian  insurrection,. Now we are
told-——without any comment—that the
gtabliization of capitalism has again corme
to an and, That makes how many timea?

d—As to China, it says, “The zoviet
revolutiom has triumphed over & largo
part of its territory.” A revolution can
he hourgesis or prolelavian. Which of
the twolare we to understand im  the
present instance? Why does the 1
cover the class content of the revolution
with lis soviet form?

4.—"The new world imperialist war
has becoma an immedlate danger.” The
Bixth World Congress already had de.
clare] the danger of war to he immediale,
For over four yearsithe K. C. of the C. L.
has bean repeating the samea formula In
any case, It is closer Lo a reallly now than
in 1928, But exactly what does the word
“Immeadiate” mean in the langoage of the
C. L 7

5.~The Communizt Parties are under
the obligation |“of oppoaing real atrug-
glea againal the war preparations to the
abatract and hypocritically pactfist dec-
larationas of the soclal-demeocracy."” That
ia right. DBut in that case how aboot the

no lesg abstract and no less hypoeritieal |

declarations of the Congress of Amater-
dam? It {8 remarkable: not a word on
the Amsterdam masquerade in the reso.
lution. Are they alresdy ashamed of
thelr own child ¥

6.—The theses glve learned definitions
of the different forme of fasclam. They
gay. The soclal-fascists prefer the mo-
derate and “legal™ application of bourg-
enis violence...; they defend ita demoera-
tic facade and try to keep as much as
poaribla of it parliamentary Corms."”
Mow we underatand. A esquare (8 &
triangle whose four sides'inleraect atl
right angles,

T~—hAg to France, they say that while
the . P, and the revolutionary trado
unfons have beonweskened, to make up
for it a strong revolutionary movement
againat war has been developed. But a
movement againal war, when the prole-
tarian vanguard has been weakened, ne-
cessarily . hecomes o petty-bourgeols mo-
vement and becomes transformed to Lhe
benefit of reformist pacliiam,

E~—The German C. P. g advised to
sirengthen ibs struggle “against natio-
nalism snd chavvinism for prolaterian
internationallam.” That ia right. But
how about the program of “national B
beration”™?

9. —The duty s placed befora the Po-
lish C. P. of destroving the influence of
the Socialiat Party on the masses,” and
of “overcoming s weaknesses in the
hig works, among the railroad men, in
the army."” No advice could be simpler:
deatroy the enemy and become all-pow.
erful Kuusinen forgeis only (o show how
to do 1t

1h.—For Spain, the advice Ia to atrive
toward “the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat and the peasantry under the form of
SBoviets." How thias regime iz different
from the dictatorship of the proletariat
in not explained as waual,

11.—For Englond. aa incidentally for
all the other countries, the advice i3 to
reallze the united front from below. In
other words, the Plenum of the E C. of
the C. [, has again approved the renune.
latlon of the polley of the united front.

12 —For Manchuria. it {8 proposed to
ereate, on the basis of the guerrilla war,
“nn electod popular  government” A
democratic slogan? Why Is it glven so
vaguely? Why only for Manchuria? Why
is it not applicable to allt China?

13.—The Indian C. P. is asaigned the
task of “liberating the masses from the
influence of the MNational Congress." But
at the same time, the E. C. of the C. 1.
fraternizes with Patel through the Amat.
erdam Congress and artificially inerenses
theauthority of the Matlonal Congress.

14.—In the organizational feld, the
Plenum advises “the rosolute lguidation
of the exeessive centralism, the sysiem
of pure and aimple command,” ete. This
adviee does not sound bad from the
mouth of the E. C. of the C. 1., which for
the Afth vear now has falled to call an
Intarnational Congress and commands by
usurping the name of the International.

15.~-The E. C. of the C. 1. inslsta (!}!
that the “ Communiast Yoouth be transform-
ed inte o genuine mass. organization”
Magnificent advice. But why do the
yvouth organizations vegetate and decay
in apite of all the advice of Kuusinen 7
Juat becagse they have not heen freed
from his advice.

16—In conclusion, the theses advize
~na and all to struggle for the parity of

the doctrine on the basis of *Stalin's |
letter,” Poor purity! Poor doctrine! Poor |
. L! |

17.—Hoviets are montioned in  the
theses in passing, in connection with .
China and Spain. As to the other coun- -
tries, in apite of the revolatlonary per-
apectives set up in the theses, soviets in
general aré not mentloned; in particular
the slogan of soviets {2 notiraised before
the German proletariat. It is not dif-
ficult to fnd the explanation, In Gor.
many, as in the majority of advaneed
couniries.renl soviets can only he ereat-
ed on the basls of a bhroad and andacious
united front policy. Ultimabism and  the
slogan of soviets cannot be reconciled
with each other. By renouncing the'
united Ifront, the Stalinlata renounee the |
soviets.

L. TROTSKY
Prinkipo, Oct, 13, 1932,

Nuummber

We have found it impossible to issue the present number of the “Militant"
as the special Double--Anniversary |ssue, commemorating the 15th Anniver.
gary of the Russiam Bolshévik Revolution and the 4tb Anniversary of the
The extraprdinary difficulties encountersad by us
in the process of moving and re-arranging our headgquarters
eguipment were te great toe avercoma in time] in addition, the extrems finan.
cial hardship of the National Office added to the burdens. Howewver, in arder
rnot to break the continuity of the paper, we have made desperataes afforts to
get out the present emergency numbed with only two pages.

This does not mean that the special izsus we announced last week s noet
Even though alightly delayed, we intend to make the next number
of the Militant sufficiently enlarged to carry all the material we announced
praviously, and more, Just az this gosa to press we have recelved a number
of highly timely articles from comrade Trotsky. Including a lengthy study of
the present position of Soviet economy in the pericd of the Second Five Year
Flan, an article on the significance of the expulsion of Zinoviev, Kamenev and
athers, az well as a shorter article on the 15th anniversary of the ssizure of
power in Russia by the workers and peasants.
include in the next issue the maximum possible amount
together with various articles on the significance of four years of struggle of
the Left Opposition and the Militant Im thia country.
that the usual materizl en the develepment of the class struggle in this and

launching of our Militant.

to appear.

other lands will alse be Included,

But to make sure of the issue, we require the speediest assiatance from
This means financial ald, sent quickly, by air
mail from svery part of the country. We nted It urgently!

all gur comrades and friends.

HungerMarch in London

British Working Masses Make New Turn Towards the Left

For the first time since the general
sirike of 1928 workers of Great Hritain
hitve again tl-l.".:sl.:lr-l to slir, ‘Thers is an
upward surge of massea struggling in
earnest, thelr demands serlously meant,
and with all indleations at hand that the
compelling force of economic necesaily,
which has increased In momentom
through the shifting rule of the Conserv-
atlve government to “Labor®’ and back
aguin to the Conservative, is now pro.
pelling theae massées definitely in a Lefi.
ward direction. Unguestionably the
whole capitalist structure of the British
kingdom will soon stand beforg its most
gerfous tests, and fust as surely it can b
aftirmed that the objective factors are
heginning to mature rapidly for & serious
Communist movement within the isles,

Dramatic have been the accoonts of
thess recent struggles. Following short.
ly upon the determined fAghts of
thousands of unemployed workers in
Bolfast, other thousands [rom Scotlamd,
Wales and other points bogan convoergs
ing upen Loondon to lend emphasis to
their demands for redress [rom the grow.
ing unemployment misery and more par-
ticularly for the abolishment of the
vicions capitalist measure of the ¥ means
test”. The notual rulers of “the City”
and their lackeya al Downing Street knew
only one method how to meet this “ins
vazion™, and that they employd. Scotland
Yard waa kept busy enralling special
police forces. Thousands were put "m
duty” and at every attempt of the unem.
ployved masses Lo present their petitlon
to parliament they wore mel with savape
attacks and clubblags. Scores  upon
seores were wounded and other scores
rushed off to jail with the old and staid
machinery of justice geared up to a high.
er apesd meeting out heavy prison simn.
tencoes.

But in these ferce battles, which se-
weral times terned historie Trafalgar
Square into a bedlam. the unemployed
workera pave 4 good account of them
gelves.

The haton wielders carried off some
of the ears and recelved later a generons
extra vacation for their “hersic”™ effort
in reaciing the siikhatted theatre crowds,
Thus whils the workers are learning the
art of effective resistapce above all it
can be sald that the general lessons of
the London demonsirations will serve as
pdditional cxperlences galned which will
count in fafure developments.

Tiat these gnemployment demonsir.
tions are nol mere isolated affairs be-
comes further clear from other develop-
mante. Last sommer saw a powerfcl
waavers' strike in Lancashire. Now 200,..
000 spinners have straock in protest of an
elght percent wage-.cut, The British
rallrond workers have persistently refus-
ed to accept a wage cut. But there is
also another aspect of recent events
which deserves notice. In the municipal
electiona just concluded the votes cast
clearly show a new swing loward the
Labor parly. Bearing in mind the in-
croasing reqactionary turn of the ruling
class since the cobservatives replaced
tha labor party at the government helm,
this voling, of course, glves further avid-
ence to the present working class Left-
ward direction.

The objective results of such a awing
of wvoblng toward the labor party ia
howeaver, an entleely different matter.
The Communiat party entered o nomber
of candidates in theae elections, none of
whom recelved sufficlent voles. In thi
genge of this comparigon, which ia fun-
damental for future development, it
must be aknowledged that while the
Britiah workers are helng pressed Lefti-
ward Into opposition to the rule of the
putright capitalist party, this direction
still lacks 20 much in essentinl clarity
that it can today be utilized to advantagse
by the traitors of 1926 and of the period
of the Labor government, But this also
compela us to aknowledge the fact that
the Britiah Communist Party has nof yet
attained (o a leading role in the genaral
working ¢liss movamant.

Thera iz soffivient evidenes to judge
from & distance that the Communist party
wis & very active and a leading force

in these unemployment demonstrations,
It appears that it is making some pro-
gress toward Leninist tacticas. ‘This we
welcome, Hot such & pain, and it will
become an important gain for the parly,
in arder to be Tully and securely conso.
lidatesd.  first of all regquires & correct
catimation of the last grest struoggles of
the strike of 1926, the polley of the Anglo.
Russian committee and its contribution
te the dofeat then and the subsequent
decline of the Communist Party. CGlven
gilch an catimation, somae important ohe
stacles in the road of the Communist
Pariy much more effectively asaerting s
leadership in the coming events of the
el :sr.rug.gh-. in England, destined to be
of gigantic propositions, will have heen
remoyed.

-—A. B,

Fight in lllinois Sharpens

Armed Forces of Operators Mobilzed Against the Miners

SPRIMGFIELD.—

The class struggle in the Hlinols coal
field is 2% sharp asihe erack of the rifles
in the hands of the imported gunmen, the
siinte militla or the state police which in
the bast few woeeka sent  their deadly
missiles into the bodies of uanarmed
miners and their women folks.

Who are the herocs hailed by the ca-
pitaliat presa?

Are they the men and women of the
mining camps, led by the Progressive
Miners Unfon, who face with their bare
handa the forces of Peabody state gov-
arnment armed  with every deviee of
mmiern warfare, who gave their lives
that Lewis is e amashed and that the
labor movement be sironger?

Mo, the heroes of the capltallst press
are the wellaarmed gunmen hired by the
conl-operators, the atate militia and  the
giate police who clab and murder at the
ariders of the capitalists of linois,

Hrave men these, The capilalisi pross
iz able to report that one was hit by a
stone and.one had a finger slashed.

Qut of Society's Gutter

But ask the striking miners on the
picket lines and they will tell you that
these ~heroes” have been recraited from
the underworld, that part of the popula-
tion compozsed of gangaters thieves, murd.
Erars, ele, who ars now very aclive in
tryimg to crosh the Progressive Miners
Vinlon and wipe ont by open struggle all
unionism among the miners of Hlinods,
and the site poliee and the state militia
fits inte this'like a head into o body.

In the Militant of October 22 we wrote
about the appeal iof thirty Greek work-
ers in Wew York to the Spartacus Club
for relnstatement. Also that comrade
Brasas was not allowed top proteat the
high handed and ahamelul method of
auppressing the correspondence of the
Cluh. The Executive Commitiee Ignorad
the appeal and by this action has shown
that they are determingd (o continue the
aplitting tactics that were followed in
ihe past. Last Wedneaday, October 28
the Toemporary Unitary Committes of the
Club called the workers that signed the
appeal to 4 meeting where 4 comrade for
the Committes the resolts of it efforta
for unity. A motion was proposed that
reads as follows: Since the Stalinist

International Workers School
Entertainment

Saturday, Nov. 19 - 8 p. m,
128 East 16th Strest

Watch for further announcements

and printing

We shall make every affarte to
of thig material,

It goes without saying

Do not delay!

—_—
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Class Against Class in  the
Presidential Elections

Communist Vote Will Test

the Policy of the Stalinists

On November 8, millions of -American
workers will go to the polls to vole for
the mext president of the United States.
Milllonz of these workers will enst their
vabes for the parties of reaction. Millions
of other workers, the most exploited and
abjected will not go to the polls. These
millions who stay away from the polls
are the disfranchized American Workers
in normual pericds, the bulk of the Negro
masges of (he sonth are denied Lhis
bourgeois “liberty™ by legal and “illagal”
myeansd of brutal supression.  Milllons ot
foreign-born workers, who have not yet
obtained their papers, because of the
special  discrimination are prevented
from voting, yot these millions are num-
hered smong thoae who do the most
uselul and basie work under the capitalist
syslenm.

Workers' Vote Cut Down

The laws deasling with election right
are so0 complicated and exclusive, will
poll tax in some atates and other qualific.
ations that the unskilled and semi-skilled
millions of workera are  aotomatically
eliminated.

In addition to this. the erizis @and
wmass unemployment have hroken up the
honies of additjonal millions, who will not
b gqualified to vote, The Communist
Party will alzo be unable to get on tha
Lallot in many important states, inelud.
ing some important induestrial states. All
this this summed up. plus the ateallne
and counting out of Communist voles will
not enablaus (o have ap accurate pleture
of the mollon and direction of the work-
ing class unless these factors are taken
into consideration.

On the other hand, & more accurate
trend of the olher classes can be regist-
ered by the Movember 8§ electlon. The
batkers are putting their eggs in more
than one haskel, Hoover and Roosevell
have the backing of the imperialist who
wanl Lo play safe, knowing a shift to the
left will be reglstered in the coming
electiom,

The hig capitalists of Amerlea have
their gectional interests within their class
but this Interest e in no way menaced by
the eleetion of HRoosevelt instead of
Hoover, in ease the working class and
the middle class protest vote is soufflcient
to dislodge the latter.

biz, portly fellows with muggy faces,
gome of them former union officials, |
ghady lcharacters, sluggers. They know |
the underworld, the gangateras that wmk
for Al Capone, ete. The atate police was |
cregted during the post-war open-shop |
drive to fight the wunions and now that
the sminers aof lllinocis are putting up al
milltant fight for their new union, Lhe
atate pollce are ably fitted for the Lewis-
Peabody dirty work. They are the ones
that led the miners during the West
Frankfort march Into the neat of Lowis
gangstera, There the marching miners
were pounced upon by the Lewls' gangai-
ers, hlack-jacked right and lefl, kicker
and stabhed, while the vellow uniformed
state police atood by, ready to nae their
clubs and guns in case the striking mi-
ners shouldiget the upper hand,

And this gang is suppordiad hy the stabe
neilitia, made up largely of young anem-
ploved workers who 4o not realize to |
what use they are setually being put.
Many of them had not yet time to learn |
that they really belong on the side of the
miners, and 50, under the mask of
“law and order” amd the
“gsacrednesa of private property” they are

|M|JE1_ of the middle class have

earrying oul the flthy work of the codal.
operators.

The state police and the state militia
have a free hand against the striking
pickets. They =zee that the pickets carry
no weapons, while Lewis® strikebreakers

— T ———

N. Y. Greek Wurkers Organize New Club

{Continned on page 2)

buresucrats categorigally refose Lo ac-
cept us into the ranks of the Spartacus
Club we, as revolationary workers, can't
any longer stand with our hands folded
but wish -ardently to participate in  the
actuil work of the class struggle. To
achieve this we propose the foondation
of an Educationad Organization which
ahould be called " Protomagia™. The mo-
tion wus unanimonsly carrled. The meet-
ing lasted for five hours and drafred
its conatitution. Ewvery worker partici-
pated in the discusslon and very prod.
ently on sccount of their biltter ex.
perlence with Staliniam they were anx.-
ioua to see that every point to safeguard
against bureancratic abuses, ahould be
passed. A motion was carrled to issue
another appeal to the Spartacus memb-
ers and the Greek workers for the unifica.
tion of our revolutionary forces.

A chicken dinner will be served for
only 40 eenta. The Committes is promis.
ing a variety of entartainment. The datoe
iz fizad for November 12, next Saturday
evening, and the place will be the Head-
gquarters of the International Workera
Behool, 126 E. 16th Street. The pro-
coeds will go to the aupport of the Cluhb

and pur Greek orgin Communistes.

Pasition of Middle Class

The middle class has shown the greal-
st confusion in the pre-clection days.
shifted
“left."”
the

their support?irom Hoover to the
Many of the middle class ara of

| opinion that Roosevelt Is to the Leit of

Haoover and will vote according. This also
applies to o big layer of the working
class. The Jingo, Hearat, with his middie
elass outfit, are in the Roosevaelt band.
WAEGH,

Other layers of the middle clasa are
rallying behind the Socinlist candidate,
Morman Thomas, and a layer, led by the
fntellectuals has endorsed Foster  and
Ford. the Communist Candidates.
majority of the middle class will divide
their vote hetween Roosevelt and Norman
“Tlurmns.

The agravian division of the middi~
class—ithe reformers par axcellence of the
past—igiup In  arms  with plechiorks
neainst Hoover and the monopolists, with
thelr "holiday” movement and farmers’
gtrike. The farmer has shifted to the
Loft in the present crisis and the Ho-
asevell forcesare counting heayily oo
pelling o geodly sharve of this discontent.
Roozevelt has been busy with the stunt
of straddling as many classes as poszible,
promising evervthing in words that will

, be so many after-dinner jokes of the

hankers the day after the election
they replace Hoover with Roosevelt as
their new office boy.

As for the workers, everyone knows
that layers of the class will vote for the
parties of reform and reaction, and
mafinly the parties of reaction, The im-
portant question to conslder i3 just to
what degree those layers have shifted to
the Left? What has eaused them to stop
on theway slde? What has repelled them
from a further Leftward shift and how
can we distedge this -“resting place”
hetwesn reaction and revoelation.Reform.

The important question for us to solve
iz what theinew relationship of clagaes
aa reflected by the wote? Just how far
hiis the akift to the Left developed? How
suecessfual have the parties of reform and
reaction heen? How successfully have
our policies accelerated this process? OF,
how negatively have the wrong Stalinist
policies wnd program repelled this Lefl-
ward shift? All  these questions are
fundamental ones. Not!a Stalinist “viec.
tory" of counting the *gains" mechanical-
Iy compared to the last election without
taking Into consideration the shift in
clags forces and new relationship and
jdeological changes.

Socialist

The inability of the Stalinists to an-
derstand the tactic of the united [ront
not only Inithelr present activity bat in
all fields of activity has cut from under
us & broad base of workers who will vole
the seclallst tlcket this year instead of

Advances

The |

the Communist ticket. An ouwistanding
example of thiz is the Minels coal field
where the parly was o power in the past.
Mow (e soclalizt party s ranning  wild
through here. This Sz the reaction Lo
the Stalinist policles,

We at least know one thing., that the
clection will not solve the accumulating
contradiclions piling up opon the roling
clasas and their henchmen. The workers
must he told to vote Communisf, The
workoers must be told that our class 8.
Intion Iz through the proletarian revolo-
tion, —H. 0.

The New March on
W ashington

The National Committee of the Unem-
ployed Councils of the United States has
adopted a plan for & National Hunger
March on Washinglon io reach the ci-
pltal on December 4, whin Congress
convenas. The plan call fer 3.000 alected
delegates composed of workera from
every atate in the unfon. All working
¢lass orgahlzations are Invited to elect
delegutes,

On the moerch, demonstrationa are
planned for every cily along the route.
In Washington the Couneil will hold a
Workers Congress, draw up demands
which they will present to Congress. After
this anoiber Congress will be held to
determinine the next step.

The plan is to ~“win winter rellef from
local and federal government,””

The first march on Washington waa
organized around the campalgn for the

*Unemployed Insuranee BilL" The se-
cond mareh on Washington does not
feature Unemployment Insurance. Im-

mediate Relief iz to replace  Unemploy-
ment Insurance as the main central
slogan,

This is a change in emphasis which in
Itself can be explained by the pressing
importance of the need of immediata
rellef. What cannol be Justified s »
ghift in emphasis that means the exclu-
alon of the other immediate demands.
However, this Is what hos happoned.

Mo Automatic Connection

The resalutiona sent out by the Couneil
to be endorsed, coordinate the demand
for immediate relief with the demand for
unemployment inaurance, but the eamp-
wign itself is void of this relationship.

The fight for immediste demands in the
rerm of immediate rellef does not lead
putomatically to the fght for aocial and
unemployment insurance as some of the
parrty functionaries think.

If the class js put in motion on the
basis of the stragele for immediste rellet
and when this Aght {s well under way
we move to the next “stage™ of directing
the energy of the class toward seclal and
unemployment insurance, amd 30 on,
until we move for power, we will never
arcive, Inatead we will be somewhérs
along the wayside in the swamp." This
la the concept of the social oeformer.

If the Marxist, the Commmuonist revo-
Intioniat does not connect these different
immediate demands properly and at the
gama lme connect them with the ultim-
abe goal the other parties of reaction and
reform will beat us to our “next step”
and we will find ourselves “iwo steps
hack.”

The party has iis eye on "n.‘u"ﬂ.El:'Ll!I‘Igf.l:I-\]:lJ
even more than it has s activity rooted
in the factories. Firat we had the march
on Washington with the Unemployment
Imsiirames B, then we had the party
side-tracking everything for the Bonus
Army in Washington, and now we return
to Washington for “Winter Rellef." If
such activity is a subordinated auxiliary
Communist work in the industrial fisld,
the trade unfons, ete., it could be unders.
tood, but when this parliamentary activity
overshadows the more basic work, the
outcome will be known in advance—no
matter how excellent the demonstra-
cliong turn ol Lo e,
thedr first aleps in our direction.

The party must connect the Hunger
March on Washington for immadiate
relief with the campaign for social and
unemployment insurance, for long term
credits to the Soviet Union, for the Six-
hour day and the five-day week with no
reduction in pay, The activity as a whola
mugt redat upon solid class foundations in
the mines, mills and factorles, in the
unions, the osther workers organlzationa
and on the basia of the Leninist United
Froni.

The Commmunist Duty

Wea must make the hunger march on
Washinglon & suecess, not &8 demonsira-
Lion without a base, which will mean
& shell rwithout content, We muost fight
for the Marxian program in the unem-
ployment actlvily as presented ln  the
unemployment resolution of the Com-
munist League of Amerlca. We muat
s Lhat tha march becomes the culmina.
tion, not of demonsirations from elty to
city {a necegsary part) but of UNITED
FRRLONT UNEMPLOYED COUNCILS
actiity of employed and uwnemployed
workers, based upon a Marxien program
for unemployment. —HUGO OEHLER




