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The Miners’

Convention

Ravages of Lewisism; the Position of the Communist Groups

Oetober the third undoubtedly turoed
ithe atteniion of thowsands of miners to-
ward Giillesple, I, Hyven from far away
MNova Beotin, where the miners have
completely broken with the Lewls reglme,
taken mutters into thelr own hand and
organized the Amalgamuated Mine Work-
erd, grectings go out o the constitution.
al convention of the Progressive Miners
of Amerieca. That is understandable.
Illionis represonts almost the sole solidly
organized miners section of some real
subs=tanee L In the fAeld. Buaf whether
thiz constitutional convention can make
o aerious beginning toward the salutlon
of the all important problems, remolos
i be seen,

The mine fAelds today In an organiza-
tional sense present a pletore of fright-
ful devastation, In 1921 when Joha L.
Lewis wog solldly entremched on his
throne in Indicnapoelis the U, M. W. of
A, reached its highest polnt of growth
with & total membership of 516,243, By
Dec. 19928 the nnmber, including Canada,
hod been redudesd to 172,632, of which
#1440 were In the anthrocite and 53088
in INMineds, Neports from the 10, M. W.
of A. of nctunl membership have been vary
searee sioee; botb obyviously the drop has
gone conslderably further downward. In
other words while in 1921 about 75 per-
cont of all the =oft coal holsted was
mined by union labor there is today less
than 10 percent of the total tonnage un-
lon mined. What a frightful troll of de-
struction!

How the Miners Wers Ellminatsd

The method of its accomplishment be-
eomies somewhat clear when one recalls
how John L. Lewls In the 1022 strike be.
troyved the G0000 miners of the Fayette
and Somerset counties in Peoansylvanla,
These miners had just been organized but
wiere In the settlement left to shift for
themselves and dissppeared as an organs
iwed factor.

Frank Farrington, who was thn Presl-
dent of the Illinols distelet, charged
John I, Lewis with haviog received
bribes to tho tune of $T00,000 from Intec-
cata closely associated with the Pennsy-
Ivamian and Kentucky operatora, o bhreak
the atrike, This accusntion was made in
repayment for the Lewls' charge against
Farringlton of bavisg fecelved $27,000 to
breank the 1010 Ilincis stelke. Undoalbi-
edly both gentlomen were entlrely cor-
rect. Amd certaloly both lostances ex-
emplify, though these alone only Ih a
small measure, what the miners had to
endure during this kind of a reglme,

To the uninitiated it may appear as
if the prescof breéak in Ilinols ocowrred
purely on the question of the wage seale,
that iz, the melstainonce of the hasle
$0.10 o day scale or the sell out agree.
ment of Lewls-Wailker for the 500 a
day scale, This is only one of the manks
festations, To the mincrs, though, it be
comed & quite important diference when
one  eonsiders that an employed miner
in the soft coal Ocld is guite lucky to
avernge about two working days in a
weok, azide from the large number total-
Iy umemployed,

The fundamenta] ¢ause la naturally for
more deep-seated. It Is the very question
of union organization which I3 involwed,
uand in that sense thousamds of miners
may justifiably turn their eyes toward
thie Gilleapie constlitntlonal eonvention.
In that sense also the responsibility of
that conventien becomes a far greater
one,

The Farties and the Miners

It Is not at all strange that the Social-
Ist party officlally takes the positlon of
neuteality and non-interference fn  the
brenk the Illinols miners have made with
the Lewls-Walker cligoe. That wos to be
expectiod.  First of all, and thls may be
the smallest consideration, that position
enables them to have thelr members In
both camps to fish for votes and sup-
port in both directlons. But cssentially
thia cover of neutralilty enables the So.
clulist party to give its support in reality
to the reactlonary camp and help stem
the Lalfiward tide of the new movement.
That part of its role will become in.
creasingly clear  with  folure  develop-
menis.

Buat there should be no less concern
over the attitode of the offieln] Commun-
ist party. From a letter fssoed by Joe
Tazh, the T, M. 1. and party organlzer
in the Mincls field, dealing with the
foundation conference of the P. M, of A,
we take the following execerpts: “How-
ever, IE should be obvlons Just from a
glamee that the leadership of the con-
ferenee suceeeded in putting over another
hetrayal of the Illinola miners . . . " And
further, “This further means aplitting
the ranks of the miners and defeating
the splendid unity of the Illinols miners.
It iz the same policy that Walker and
Lewls are known for and which smash.
ed the T, M. W. A. as a fghting un-
fon . . . " if this be true, then there
could be noe distinetlon etwern the new
unfon and the old gong. In that respect
the party Iz duty bound to change Itz
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attitude. It {8 duty bound to ture IEs
attentlon toward the upitestion and for-
ther development of all the progressive
furces, malotaluing its erltielsm of the
comserviiive and  reactonary  elements
withln them, but to support the move-
ment In ity rebelllon ageinst the Tewis-
Walker eraw.

ThoseWho Condemn a “Split™

The Right wing Lovestone group chipa
in its bit with regard to the Illinols
miners aituation, It says ln sum and sub-
stance In an editorial in the Workers Age
of Sept. 24, that any ldea of uoiting the
anti-Lewis groups outside of the 17, M. W.
A, wonld be fals¢ nnd share the same
fate as the N, W. U, and that a Dew
unlon should not have bean organized,
In other words, according to this advice
the Illinols minets should be driven back
nEnin to the U, M. W. A

Is this resctionary attitude any bet-
ter than that shown by the Soclallst
party? Mot one whit. The figures cited
above, giving the present status of the
T. M. W. A, in addidtion to the well-

known long serles of betrayals by of lis
officlaldom, prove, if anything, that condi-
tions have long been  roten  ripe  for
a deflnite split away from this corrupt
cligue. But up tlll now the subjective
factor, the membership itself, was mnot
suthielently matured to carry it through,
Attempis were made, bat mostly on a
falze basls. Now, It appears to be con-
clusive, apd at least with prospects of
hegding In the elght dirfesction.

Unity of the mine workers throughout
the Aeld s the cssentinl problem. That
cap no longer be accomplished within the
hounds of the romnants of the T, AL W,
A, controlled by a resctionacy cllgue of
capltalist agenta of the Lewis-Walker
types, whose objective s exoctly the op-
poglte, The place of the revolutlonlsts is
undisputably with the rebel movement,
fightlng for ita necessary Leftward dir-
cetion and for unifleation outside of the
deadening gelp of the reactionaries.

—A. B

Miners Are Militant but Right

SPRINGFIELD, ILL—

Ower 200 delegotes, represcnting  at
lepat 22000 miners of oll sections of the
state, from the terror-rldden eonthern
countles [ Franklin, Willinmson and Sal-
ine) to the far northern Poorla-Wilming-
ton flelds, assembled In constitational
convention to declde upon the form and
alms of the organization of coal miners
to replace the ahell of an organization
left by the LewisWalker-Coal operators’
combloe.

The epening of the convention on Mon-
day, October 3 was marked by a parade
of 300 coal miners and their Wwomen
folk. The demand for clean fighting uo-
ionism has reached lnto elemoents hither-
to dormant or nearly dormant. The splrit
of the well-organized women's guxlliary
s allstinguished by its militancy.

The conventlon heard the secretary of
the West Virginia Miners’ Unlon with
great attentlon apd evinced thelr solid-
arty wth that movement there, The ap-
panse left no doukt of the positiom of
the 1llinels minera on the question of
national unity when Shearer, the secref-
pdy of the W. Va. Miners Union, raised
this point in his speech.

The conventlon was very jealous of the
righta of the membership. As a reactlon
to the mandatory fashion of the Lewls
bureaueracy, this swing to rank and file-
fzm goes to nearly ridiculons exiremes.
The spirit, however, 1s very healthy and
vary wigorous In its oxtreme care for
A Mo TRey,

Ag vet no Left wing has appeared in
the convention. The proposal to hear a
apeaker from the N, W, U. was turned

The uoemployment sitoation, which s
growlng continually more goute, presents
an enormows problem to the Amerlcan
worklng olass, With an cver aecelerated
speed this situatlon helps in the process
of separating It from [ts former bour-
peois political ideology and alleglances.
On the whole the unemployment sltua-
tior congtliutes, particuluarly by it de-
finlte aspect of permanency, an lmportant
factor In our vevolutionary perspectives.

Mhere are no cxoct fgures  avallable
ag to the alge of the unemployed army
of the country, but even the conservative
Amerlcan Federation of Labor estimate
grantd o total of 11,400,0dd. There necd
be Tittle doubt that the aectual fAgure s
much larger than this estimate. This is
quite well borne out by the Depariment
of Labor index flgnees of wnemployment
bazed upon returns from 50 manufactur-
ing Industrles. The month of July 1832
registered the lowest employment per-
centage yet on record. The index Agure
had dropped to B5.2. The full year of
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Satarday: All Out fto Unlon Square

For Scotisboro!

The Communist League of America calls uypon all Hs members and sympath.
izers to pariicipate in the demonstration in Unlon Sgquare, Saturday, Octlober §,
at * P. M. The demonsiration is to be one of the many called by the L L. Ih
for that day throughout the natlon, demanding the release of the Heoltshoro boys

The Supreme (ourt hearing begins October 10, The demonsirations on the
Sth must echo and re-echo throughout the lamd. The veiee of the workers must
penetrate the Supreme Court walls. The Scottsboro boys must not diel

Members and sympathizers of the League are requesied to assemble at the
Opposition headquarters, 584 East 10th Street, 1:30 P. M. SBaturday, se that we can
go to the Unien Square demonstration in a body... All attend!

Elephant, Donkey and “Socialists™
Compete for Election Honors

As the election campaigm wears on to-
ward its climax on electlon «day  the
antlcs of the elephant, the cavortings of
the donkey, and the farlogs of the torch
mote clenrly reveal the truoe pature of the
three parties of capilalism s they swing
into the fingl phase of their strategy. The
“jasues” they pounded so bheavily in the
curlior stuges of the campaign have gone
by the Loard as they scramble madly for
Viba,

Doly o few months ago the Republican
band-wagon was assuring (he country
that if the engloeer was not measariog
np to the publicity ballyhoo it was not
his fault. He was the victlm of clrcum.
stances over which ne man or party
could prevall. But a serles of dramatic
incidents In which the Communists dld
not play the least role brought out clear-
Iy the renctionary character of the ad-
ministratlon and its shining lght. The
Hunger March of last December, the
shootings of workers demonstrating for
relief in Cleveland, Chicage, Detrolt, ete,
focu=ged attentlon on the vlelous resist-
anee of the capltelist ¢loss and ita ser.
vant-tngineer to the demands of the un-
cmployed for relief. The pation-wide
hvnting down and depertation of forelgn-
born militants; the passage of the Dies
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lllinoisConference Opens

Wing Forces Are Organized

down, The first day was only taken up
with routlne beslnesa.

The spirit of the delegates can be shown
by the fact that many wers forced Lo
gleep on the fAcor of the eity ball. Al
gorts of wehleles were pressed inbo ser-
viee to Liring these siriking miners into
Gilllesple. The herolsm of the under-
ground, illegal Progressive Miners of Am.-
erien groups in Frapklin County wos an-
consciously and unwitiingly cxpressed by
the delegates from thefe, To belong to
the B, M. A, menws the loss of the job,
and rellef is auvtomatically stopped. Ta
b metive Is only possible by threat of
life.

The president, 'earce, in his opening
addresg gave a review of the month's
activity sluce the provisiooal convention.
The problem of Franklin County nnd the
abzorption of the miners therein into the
state-wide atrike will be a4 most import-
ant topie.

The Right wing, however, 13 active and
secms organized. 'Thelr refuosal to allow
a apenker of the M. W. 1. to speak was
mirked by demngogy, illogle and the
consplenous waving of the red herring.

The Left Opposition 18 proposing to the
. P. joint Left wing action.

—iC, 0

The above [s a brief summary of the

flrst duy's imortant news ftems. Mote
lanter.
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1926 is reckoned s 100

In thls conoection 1t l8 Decéssatry also
to take inte Aaccount the drop In  total
payroll for which the recorded Index
figures are based upon the same Indus-
tries amd with the full year of 185268
reckoned as 100, The July 1932 total
payroll index figure was S0.2.

The dlsparity shown by the much
greater drop In total payroll gives con-
cluslve proof to the contention that un-
employment and wage euts go hand in
hand and that the growing unemployed
nrmy becomes o particular Incentlve wtil-
ized by capitallsm to reduce the standard
of lving of the workers, In sum and
substance thiz situstion today within the
imperinlist stronghold reveals the stag-
gerlng worklng ¢lass misery Acetompany-
ing the large scale overprioduction of ‘cap
itel., It shows alse the plelare of Arro-
gant flannting of the demands of the un-
emiloyed workers and brutal suppres.

glon of thelr demonstrations.

Rill: the natlon-wide terrorism agalnst
the bonus marchers culmipating in the
armed eviction of the bonusecers from
Washingten, make up a record of re
action too clear to be explained away
ps the regult of circumstanees. Thoe Rep-
ublican boosters are now prating  that
Hoover's policles suved the country. That
|s the only shred of demagogy left them.

Thiz blind alley inte which llfe has
foreed the Wall Street elephant has given
the Democrats a great opportunity. With
windy demngogy they are paranding them-
svlves a8 progressives, They are appeal-
ing to the “liberal clement of the com-
munlty”, That is the line of Hoosevelt's
specches in Towa, Wisconsin and Detroit.

The Donkey Brays

How well the donkey ls braying this
tune will, of course, be decided on Elec-
tion Day. But this strategy is already
puying dividends. The New York Times
af October 3 reports A, P, Whitney, pre-
gident of the Brothechosd of Reilrosd
Tralmmen, as saying: “I am supporting
Govrenor Roosevelt becaunse I believe his
liheral views pertaloing to the welfare
of the masses will result in general pros-
perity™.

But It is not alone the petty bourgeois
strita of the working class, the labor

arlstocracy, which are singing Ioosevclt's
likernlism, Scnators and congressmen,
staunch and not-se-staunch supporters of
the Republican machine in “‘ooermal”
tlmes, are coming out  for Hoossvelt,
They arc alarmed at the Leftward deift
of the mpsses, awokening o closs cons
selousnesa from the Musion nurtured by
Hoover and company, A sectlon of thelr
political base, the petty bourgeolale, s
alzo moving to the Left under pressure
of the crizls. These windbags must move
along with them or be left behind. And,
finally, they see the havdwriting oo the
wall: Hoowver and the Hepubliean party
are golng to get a beating., These new
prophets of liberallam have a koen eye
for their politienl futures. They  will
Lo nothing, they ealeulate, by climbing
aboard the band-wagon now,

The indleated soceess of the Demaeerats
in corralling the “liberal™ vote has alarm-
ed the soclalist party., They have been
making a bid for thizs vote themsclves
In thelr campaign book just issued, they
make it plain, aecording to the New York
Thmes, that they de not advance any rey-
oltionary objectives. They limit them-
gielves fo reforms within the limits of
capttalism. ‘Thele New York state elec-
tlon progrom reeks with the same re-
formiam, Mr. Fuesz of the Republican
party hails the socialisf party as re-
spectable. In the rush for votes the so-
clalist party leans, not on the working
clazg 1t elalms to represent but whose in-
tepests it betrays, but stralns itself to
the right, to allure the petty bourgeolsis
with lis respoctabllity,

Socialists and Liherals

To offset the threaténed Demoeratie
aweep of the “progressive” and “liberal™
vote the social®t party bad unpdertaken
a mobilization of the more “radleal™ 1ib-
erals, Together with them It has organ-
leed the Commites of 100,000 to support
the Thomas.Maurer Ticket. ‘The chalr-
man of this melonge of philesophers,
bishops, editors, and economlists, Is Paul
Dionglas, professor of economy In the

{Continued on page 2)

Program of Action of the League on the Unemployment Situation

Efforts of the American bourgeolsie to
lssue out of the crizis have bot been
Imcking, There |8 now beginning n mobi-
lizatlon of capitallst resousces Lo restore
confidence, within capltallsm, in the con-
tinuity of the process of reprodoction,
to “expand” credlts and to restore &
profit rate In an codeavor again to re-
sume the evele of produoetion,

Fundamentally these eforts jmply, oo
the one hand, g greater accumulation and
concentration of capltal, and on the
other, intensified exploltatlion of the
workeras and a further reductlon of thelr
standard of living. The gencrol results
can be only that the uwnemployed army,
In lts main compositlon, remaln perman-
ently unemployed with lts ranks grow-
Ing desplte any temporary indostrial re-
vival,

These are the two outstanding prob-
lemag: (1) Further attacks apon the
statdard of living of the working class
by wage culs and speed-up; (2) a per-
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Scottsboro Case Up
In Supreme Court

Only Mass Action Can Save Framed-Up Negro Boys |

The ecase of the nine Negro boys who

white gouthern bourbons on & trumped.
up charge of rape I8 now approaching a
tentative conclusion. On October 10, the
Aupreme Cort of the United States Is to
review the case, ‘That the cose has gone
so far ia entirely to the credit of the
International Labor Defense and the Com-

munist party which have fought In this
case with an agitational ardor that I8
teuly admirable,

The Sapreme Court s to review the
cage of only seven of the defendants. In
previous trinls the cases of two of the
boys were climinated in so far as a Su-
preme Court henring 1s concerned. In
the ¢ase of one of the boya a mistrial
wig declared, as he was o minor. In tha
other case a retrinl wos ofdered. The
Buproeme Court hearing will, in any event,
affect all of the nine defendnnis,

Thea agitation carried oo in behalf of
the boys has not only had a tremendous
eoho In this gountry but internatlonally
ng well, Agitation for the Scottsboro
boys has been carrled on in almost every

The Spartacus Youth Club of New
York will hold a special mesling on the
ense of the Scottsbore Negro boys, whose
trial comes up before the U, B, supreme
conrt on the tonth of thls month. The
daatardly frame-up of these nine innocent
bogs will be analyzed In detail, a history
of other cases of fraome-up fn the labor
movement of this country given, and an
investigation of the Negro questlon pre.
senbed. Three speakers will handle the
diffecent toples, comrades Craloe, Dord,

The sixth union miner to be sentenced
to life Imprizsonment by the coal barons
of Kentucky hus just  been  announced.
iz name isx Jim Heyoolds, The fve
olhera who are now serving lifa terms in
the Keontucky dungeons are Jooes, High-
tower, Poore, Hudson and BElzie Phillips,
& Negro miner. Al in all there are 43
miners [weing life imprisonmenst on o
charge of muorder growing ocut of the
buttle at Evarts, Keotucky, on May 5,
1. The case of the six already indict-
el s guoder appeal by the stole supreme
courk.

The battle of Evaris came as a cul-
minntion of g relgon of terror instituted
by the coal baroos and thelr hirelings,
the police. After teying by  Individoal
aliootings nnd terroviging to break the,
strike in [Harlan, Ky, the mine owoers
organizel o concerted efort to  break
the picket lne. On May 5, when the
mine pickets were attempting to stop o
truckload of household goods from belng
shipped to strlke-breakers in a nearby
town, three auto-loads of thugs were
seen  approgching. The plekets sought
cover in the adjacent bushes oand be-
bind roeks, The thogs then opened fire
by splattering a hail of machine gun bul-
lets into the bushes and down the hill.
glile, In self-defense some of the bhéselgoed |
miners who were armed expecting just)

sgch an emergency, returned fire, When
the fghting ceased Jim  Danlels, tho
leader of the gunmen, and fwo other

thugs were found dend. Onpe miner Carl
Richmond, was Killed by the thugs, Aiar-
finl law was then declared. Forty-threa
people were artesbed and charged with
murder ps a direct resalt of the clash,
Sixty=threes ofhers were picked up and

manent, growing unemployed army. This

charged with eriminal srndicalism.

holds in store the prospect of increasing
remistanes o the capitalist c¢pemy. The
perspectives of the unemployment sifua-
tlon are therefore Intlmately connected
with the coming serious worklng class
atraggles,

Communist policles, tactics and slogans
must particularly take this into account.
The tacties and slogans must change to
correspond with an unemployment situa-
tlon bound to develop In growth, intes-
aity and sharpness, even with coming
temporary let-ups. The Communlst pol-
fey fa the means by which we alm to
reach the speclic revolutionary goal. But
in each separate stage of development
our tneties must lay the correct basls for
preparation and direction of the npext
o, Wrong tactlos lead away from It
aml atrengthen the enemy, A correck
approgehl Lo the problem of amellorating
the working class necds of today, and
now #0 acuntely pressing, prepares  the
battlea of the rising labor movement to-

wore framed in Scottsboro, Als., by the|

s country of the globe. Inm Chemmnits, Gler-
many, n number of workers were shot
while demonsirating for the release of
the Scottsboro boys. The tour of Ma
Wwrlght, the mother of one of the boys,
laml, J. Lonis Engdahl through the coun-

tries of Europe on beholf of the Inter-
I national Hid Ald has been of tremendgo
significance in the cause of international
working class sofldarity. From some of
the Enropean countries they were sum-
marily expelled.

No Let-Lip!

But there must ¥ no let-up now, The
lag In agitatlon In recent months, as tha
Communist press now points b, may
have becn unaveldable. But the point
now s to muoltiply the agitation tenfold.
The demonstrationa called for by  the
party for October 8, throughout the Unl.
ted SHtates, must be sapported by overy
clags-ronscious  worker, We must not
leavie to the socalled importiality of the
HEupreme Court the fate of the Scottaboro
boys, We must demonstrate in mass for
| onr demand that the Negro boys of Scotts-
bhora do not burnt

Opposition Youth Calls Scottsboro Meeting

and Capelis,

The date Iz Friday, October T, at the
Stuyvesant Caslno, Hth St., and 2nd Ave,
at B o'clock sharp. All membera and sym-
puthizers of the club are urged to attend
thia important meeting. Y. C. L.ers are
capecially invited to be there On Satur-
day, the Club and ita sympathlzers will
particlpate In the demonstration called
by the I, T I on Union Squoare In des
fonse of the imprisoned boya,

All out on Saturday!

Convict 6th Harlan Miner

5 Now Serving Life Terms While 37 Others Still Await Trial

The trelals of the arrested mioers have
becn g indientive of American clasa
Justice ay any one could hope to elte
In the case of Negro workers broaght
fo Erinl, coce prfejudice and cace hatred
was the domloant key note stressed by
the prosccution. Inm the Negro-balting
Houth a jury composed of petty boorgeods
whites could I relied on to bring in
the proper verdict—goilty, In the cose
of the white workers, clnss hatred was
arosed in the bosoms of the propecty-
loving memberz of the jury by telling
them hairoraising storles as to the deeds
of viclence these men  had  commitbed
agalnst propeety.

The General Defense Committes of the
I, W. W. has earrled on & ecurazeous
strugele for these imprisoned miners,
Fighting in the boorbon Houth for work-
ers lmprizoned by the class enemy i3 no
casy task. Al in all the Geneal Defense
has stodd nobly by the Imprisond work-
ers. It has been Instrumental In having
the indictments agalnst five of the mio-
era dropped,

Not aull of the General Defense Comit
tee’s mctivity in the strike howdver can
b placed on the credit side of the ledger,
There Iz at least one important debit to
recarid, The Genernl Defense hos relied
too much on the legal aspects of the case,
In a matter of working class defense he-
fore capitalist courts, mass agltation and
prossurce 8 ot all tlmes of the uimost
Inportunes. It gshould be clear now even
to the most dic-hard of Wobblies, what
with the mock trials in the courts of
Kentucky, that extra-legal pressure from
without by thousands and milllons of
workers can be the most effective weapon
in fighting for the release of those of gur
comrades imprisoned by our class enemy,

NEW
QUARTERS

O Detober 15, the League will move Into
new headgarters at

126 EAST 16ith STREET
New York City

THE INTERNATIDNAL
WDODRKERS SCHODL
Will also be loecated thera

OPENING
BANQUET

(Om Saturday Evening, O0CTOBER 156

Friends and sympathizers are cordizlly
invited. Come and bring your fellow
worlers, Help us realize this for.

({Continuad on page 4)
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