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League Replies to Weisbord Letter

The Communist League, as the
Amriwu section of the Joternational
Left Opposition of the Comiotern, aims
now o8 in the past to uoite n its mbks
all those who stand with s on @ COMMOD
Lasis of privciples and methods, to Frucil-
itute the supproach and fusion of those
who are copsistently moving in our direc.
tlon, aod to wage un implacable siruggle
gpainst all eluments of confusion which
would blur the sharp distigetions be-
tween the three baske currents io th
Commaunist movement spd thereby para-
lyze the siriking force of the revelution-
ary Marzian wing. This fundamental con-
sidernilon has guided us in our attitude
toward sll the individuals and groups
which have broken in one way or anofher
with the offivial reglme of bureaucratic
Centrism. 1t determined our [riendly
attitwile and sttempts at collaboration
with Weisbord when he first began (o
approach the League, as well as our de-
termined struggle against him when he
pegun his attempt to disrupt the organi.
gation, to set up o rival against it on
a platform in priociple contradiction to
ours, and to lght the Ieague with en-
worthy methods and slanders,

o Ag long 05 Welsbord and bis group
{(*I'he Communist League of Struggle”)
ateod on thizs ground angd empleyed these
methods we could only regard him s an
gpponent, if not an enemy, of the Left
Upposition, The basis for wu comradely
dizcusslon of secondory differences and
loyal colluboration in specific tasks with-
in n general frame-work of principle
agreement did not exist. Iefore every-
thing the League considered and consl
derg it necssary to mark off distinctly Qts
principle line and its metheds from those
of all other groups and tendencies and Lo
rejoet everything that stands in the way
of this eclarification. This course does
not signify the splitting of hairs or the
exaggeration of diferences, but  rather
the bringing out into prominent relief
of those questions and differences which
are essential and  fupdamental. The
strugele against the claims of Welsbord
way a necessary struggle for the ideolo-
gical clarity and organizational integrity
of the League,

3. The new statement of Weisbord
and his group represents a partial turn
in the direction of the Left 1‘..I11|;H:5Etlnn
on the most important prineiple questions,
and # certain mederation in the form and
tone of his criticism.  Although in neither
case ix the eovection made with the Dec-
ezsary frapkness and thoroughness. This
change of position, however, croatés the
possibility, which was previously lack-
ing, to give copsideration once again (o
the questiom of relations with this group
and fo point out what, in owr opinion,
stands yet in the way of its inclusion
in the League. In yielding on the main
guestions of principle, which separated
it froms the Left Osposition, the Weisbord
group removes the foundation of its
right to a separate existence. Only when
it tnkes ihiz point of departuce and takes
serlons and sineere steps toward inclu-
gion in fhe Lengue on the basis of 0ts
principle line, will its proclamations on
ihe principle guestions validate  them-
gelves.  Up to now this has not been the
cuge, The actions of Welsbord since his
return from Eorope tend rather fo con-
tradict the political implications of his
statement and bear the chameter of
futile maneuvers, Only o radical change
in thiz coprse and o direet approach to
the League will make 1€ possible to give
more serfons consideration to the prin-

With the lust lssee, the Militami con-
clipled the statement drawn up by the
Weigbord group in reply to the  letter
which had been sdressed to iE by come-
rade Trotsky. With the present issoe,
wi begin publication of the reply to this
stutement presenied by the National Come-
mittes of the Communist League of Amer-
fca | Opposition).
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ciple concesslons us o basls of unlty
The Intcruational Left Opposition, n.
cluding its Amerlcan section, is not only
o system of fdeas but a definite organt-
wilion toward which precise and unam-
biguous relations are required.

Whatever the result may be in the field
of organizution—and this depends on the
sincere approach of th Welsbord group
to the Leogue, which the Lengue will not
repilse——the ideological sl political
victory of the Left Opposition in the
towomyenrs dispute with Wel-bord is al-
rendy recorded in his own declarations.
Awd in this there is to be seen not the
vietory of sone persons and the defeat of
others, but rather the invincible strength
of the dens of the Bolshevik-Lenindsts,
. Amerien oz thronghout the world,
There 13 only one platform for the strug-
gle o free the vanguard of the prole.’
tariat from Ceptrism aod the Right wing
andd restore the Comintern to the path of
Lenin, and that is the platform of the
International Left Opposition. All inter-
mediary groups, all thoge who play with
this or that klen of the Leoft Opposition
without vomprebending  and  cmbracing
the svstem of itz doctrines, are condemn-
] b futility  and bankraptey, The
strength of the Left Oppositlon s de-
monstrated not only by the steady inroads
it muakes in the party and the growth of
its influenee there, bhut alss in its capac-
ity to draw 1o itself and absorb all
gronps and currents breaking away from
the Centrist regime and the Right wing
in u Lefiward direction. From this

point of view—nas international experl-
ence hos shown—we can be asspred that
autne, 1f mot all, of the Weisbord group
will find thelr way to a complete fusion|
with us. And it goes without saying
thut the Natlonal Committee will do all
in its power to facilitate and hasten this
provess, without putting unnecessary obe
gtacles In the way or imposing any un-
rengonable conditions. What 1s reguired
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group origivated in the Hight wing of the
party. After participating in the pacty,
compalge wgainst the “Trotskylsts”, he
found himszelf in conflict with the party
regime after the expulsion of the Love-
gione group, ond soon afterward wias him.
self expelled. After compromising him-
golf with the expelled Hight wing, without
formally joining it, he went through a
period of wvaclilation between the Right
and the Left. When he first approached
us Lwo years ago be sald he hod not made
up hiz mind which faction to joln, but
intended to “join one or the other". At
that time he was foll of the idea of “the
two gronps working together”, and made
a number of bizarre propositions in this
apirit. He proposed that he be allowed
to write both for the Militant and the
Reyolutionary Age, ns though the sharp
lnes of principle demarcation  bBetween
the two organlzations haid not been estab-
lished. He did in fact submit articles
to both papers, and one of them—of a
programmatic charnpefer—was printed in
ihe Militant as a discusslon article to
inform our movemeant of hls views.

In this program article Militant, Sept.
1 amd 13, 1080) he expressed views in
basie contradidetion to thosze of the Left
Opposition, especlally on the gquestion of
Centrism und the bloc with the Right
wing, and he never elearly corrected them
until his letter In  reply to comrade
Trotsky's erlticizm (Class Struoggle, Aug-
ust 1EER). After a3 mumber of mectings
and felemdly conversations etwern Wels.
bredd amd méembers of the National Com-
mittee, in which our attcmpts to convines
him of his errors were unsuccessful, it
was found fmpossible to aecept his ap-
plication for membership in the Leagoe
Our attitude wazs pot determined by his|
criticisms on secondary questions, but by
the liffcrences of a principle character
which have been illeminated in comrade
Trotsky's letter. In the light of all the
subsequent developments it = now indis-
putable that the attitode of the National
Committee, supported Ly the entire mem.
bership of the Leagne, wasz entirely cor.
rect.

The position of the Natiomal Commit-
tea nb that time was consistent, we be-
lHewe, with the positlon it takes now to-
warkd the Weishord group and all others|
moving in the direction of the Lefl Op-!
positlon.  While pointing out the most
importunt principle diferences whish ex-

for this Is only the requisite clarity H-'Elﬂie}ud“d a complete organizational unity, |

agrecment on principles and methods aod | the stutement of the National Committes |

a gennine attitude of good faith toward)
the Leage as an organization,

The gencral direction of Welsbord and
the comede: associnted with him, over
a period now of several years, despite
a pumber of contridietions and a great
deal of confusién, has been toward the
Left Opposition, Dot ib i just  these
contradictions and this confusion, com-
plicated In the highest degeee by the one-
sided, folse, cmblttered and caricatured
foetional critlelsms of Welsbord, and hi=s
impermissible metlods, which justify the

Loague in submitting the new turn in
principle toward the loe of the Leagoe
to the peeessary tests and in exomining
Iz actions with o ceriain cpution. Suf-
ficient  proofs must be established that
tiee contradiction between his  previons
course apd onrd iz really liguidated and
not simply transfereed Inslde the League,
Ofherwlze a fosion, iostead of strengthen-
img and consolidating the forces of the
Left Opposition, would only preépase the
winy for new convalsions.

The nuclens of the present  Weisbord

fand o series of cheap,

(Militant, Sept. 15 19300 took into ace-
conf his trend toward vs and =ald: “At
the same time & expressed the hope and
dezire thot further reflection and disens-
sion would make It possible for cormreade
Weighord to find his place as o fighter—
amidd a valuable one—in the ranks of the
Oppozition . . . The National Committes
decided, In view of Weishord's closeness
b the views of the Oppozitlon, to invite
fix eollaboration in fieldz of work con-
forming to his poeition™, JMatters  did
not work out that way In the ensuing
two years becauss Welsbord did oot meet
us on thiz ground, For collauboration he !
substituted a wviclent factlonal streggle
unwarthy and
ecasily repulsed mancuvers,

Begluning first with the attempt to or-
gonize & Metion in the New York bhranch
of the League, while ostensibly  “eolla-
bornting™ with us a2y instroctor of @
study class In economics, Weisbord soon

went over lo open struggle against the |
League.  In the course of the past year
and o half he atiempbed to set up an!

orgunization (“The Communist League
of Struggle”) as o rival to the American
pection of the International Left Opposi.
tion anid =owed confusion by the elaim of
alzo “adhering” to the International Left
Opposition. In this disvuptive undertaking
Welsbord browght himself into the shorp-
eat conilict with us, bath in prineiple
questions and in methods, and evoked
againgt hlmself the indignant resentment
of the entire membership of the Leagae.
The fuct that the “Communpist League of
HAtruggle” never speeecded in making a
serious impresslon anywhere did not alter
the fact that &t was almed destructively
at the League. In the course of that
strugzle agsinst as we could only see
Welsbord as an encmy who fought the
League with weapons to a considerable
extent borrowed from the Stallnlstas and
the Right wing. Hiz elam to “ndhere”
to the Left Opposition while fAghting
against some of itz most fundamental
conceptlons and against its American sec-
tion worked oxelusively in the dircction
of compromising and discrediting  the
canse of the Left Opposition,

From the very beginning of the attempt
to set up an  independent  organization
against the Lengue on a separate plat-
form: it was clear to as that Welshord
and his elose nszociates had occupled an
absolutely hopeless position on which he
could mot remain for long. The fallure
to make the slightest impression on the
mombership of the Leagoe, the inability
to extend the organization beyond the
slpgle small group o which nearly half
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Sanjurjo’s Coup

The Spanish Proletariat Replies to the Monarchist Insurrection

The attempt ot a monarchist restora-
tion in Spaln, carrled out by the over-

ment ercated an lmpression of boundless
cowanrdlee, and quite Literally  they did

whelming majority of the commanders of [ wod Know what fo do,

the army and navy has considerable im-
partance and demonstrates  to

what| lation, the
depths the Republic hoas sunk as a reac-| against Sanjurje.

After a good deal of delay and vacil-
government  took  action

The =evillinnm awthor=

tlonary state, despite its title of “Te-| ities, for exnmple, surrendered their pow-

public of all classes of workers™.
The Government and the Monarchists

Even today the constitution approved
by the Cortes iz one of the most renction-
ary among the countrles called republican
and democratle, Of the
Medges made by the present rulers be
fore they selzed power, there

top of this reactionary constitutlon they

have bullt up a serles  of Exceptional
Laws, such as the Law for thi Defense

of the Republic, and the law on assocla-
tions, [{which ontlaws all

apclal-democratic organizms, Thiz law
wis promulgated for exactly that reason
by the socialist iabor minister, Caballero),
and others. The Spanish republle, break-
ing off all contact with the masses which
cousged it to trivmph, has evolved toward
the sharpest renction and bhas fallen inte

of the membership was lost—all these| the hands of more or less disguscd ele-

developments  were unfalling signs  of
the poltienl hopelessness of the venture
anid of the eategorte necessity to make
n decizive turn. That the groip has now
taken a definite turn toward the” Left
Oppozition In the most imporiant prin.

past iz to the eredit of the group and,
it it is earvied through conslastently, it
will determine for us an alternation of
our previows attitmde of  lrrecomncilable
antagonizsm.

Whether this i3 peally the ease or pot
can b catablished best, at least in m
preliminary way, by an examination of
the reply of the Weishord group to com.
riile Trofzky's letier In the light of the
fundamental objeetions, in primciple and
methods, which the League has previous-
Iy mude to collaborntion or unity with

this group.

I. The Question of Centrism and the
Bloe with the Eight Wing

On these guestions —which separated
it from wus fundnmentally—the Wieisbord
gronp hos made a retreat from ita old
poxilinn, but B has done so in the worst
possible way—without eritielzlng ita for-
mer pozition or acknowledging its Talaity.
Thusz they give no asseraness  whatever
agninst a relapse nto the fandamental
errera which flowed inevitably from its
origingl positlen. To sax, “On the gener-
al spuestion of Centrism, we feel that our
diferences are not very greal  ond  in
gsome respects are only of o formal chare-
acter™, Ia not to clorify bot to muddle ap
the really deep and fomndamental differ-
ence that existed on thls guestion. And
likewise o “energetically emphoasize the
fact that we have never proposed a BLOOC
with the Right wing {Lovestoneltes),
meaning by o blo o general vogue nlli-
ance’”, lenves us In doubt as to how they
understood the funlamental confict also
o this question (direcily related to the
queation of bureawncratic eenirism) and
whether they want to justify their form-
er poaition and proposc that the League
ahould adopt it, In that ense there would
b no possibility of apresment. Olari-
deation on these points i indispensnble,

{(Continued In next izque}

ments of the old monarchist regime. San
jurjo, the general who raised the ban-
ner of revolt aguinst the republic in Sev-
ille, was, until the very day of the up-
rising, & confidont of the government en-

democratic

remalng
pothing but & memory of deceit. And on

organlzntlons
refusing to play the role of the reformist

er to the mensrchists without offering the
lenst show of resistapee. Todoy this
gaine governmment sees itsolf  compelled
to imprison it own represeantotives af
Heville in the face of the popular accusa-
tiona which hold them rfesponsible  fof
the power having fallén into the mon-
prehists' hands, Beyoud s doubt  the
moontehists wunted to profit by the
general disconteut cxisting mmoug the
present rulers; but they did not under-
atand that, though it is true that the
popular masses are disgusted with the
return to the state of atfairs that existed
before the republi, it woas the workiug
musses whoe defended the republic Dy
spatching it [rom the Bamds of Sepjurjo
and Che moonnreli=c geoncrdss,  Buc ot
does niE Liemi LoD Liie  usspes Wers
on the side of the Azsua  governmeut
whieh oxpedited the momscchists’ man-
eavers by its weakness and its peolitical
{eapaeity.
The Demoeratic Illusions of the
Froletariat

We must draw twe couclusicus from
the recent everts, Uhe first is tbat, de-
spite the dizcontent of the working missed

trusted with wielding power agoainst the| win the present rulers’ administration,
ciple questions which soparated it in thel| people.

The government had been

warned| rpem.

demoeratle llusions still  exist  amoog
It seems o contesdiction that the

many times of the rewetlionnry MARSL-| workers” mosses understoeed the reaciion-

vers of Sunjurjo and the monarchists,
but it did mot know how nor did it want
to toke mepspres agalost them., The gov-
ernment fully bore out the thesls defeud-

ary role that the leaders of the repuolic
wepe playing, that they el keeuy the
injury dealt by the Law for the Defense
of the Hepublie, and thuat tbey should

ed by comrade Trotsky and the Commun-| ;.4 wop have lost fuith in abstfact dem-

ist Left Opposition, on the impossilility

peracy. The worklng wdsses Euoew Lnut

of the Hpunish bourgeolsle accomiplishingl » ype afliclal Commuunist leaders, wWho

i demoeratic revalution,

Not only did 1t

did not knew how to destroy the con-

not accomplish the democratic revolutlon,| jaanee of the workers in bourgeois dem-

but it allowed the encmics of thie regime,
the monarchists, to mapeuver ngainst the

repablic,
We alrendy know that the government,

by losing the contact it had had (up to
the proclamation of the republic), with
the masses generelly and with the work-
ing cliss specifeally (the aparchizts and
socialists were among those who o helpsad
thie present lesders the most in selzing
power), broke the “democratic” links
Letweesn the republic and the popolar op-

inlon whiclh had supported the new re.

Elme durlug the frst days of s existonce,
The Hotten Republic
The reactionary forces,

ceracy, The working muasses know that
the present rolers hoave “betrayed” the
interests of the republic, and that 1 they
were governing os  real  republicans”
mutiers would procecd s pu entirfely
diferent fasbion, ‘This explains how cer-
tain entively disvegarded elements o the
previcus pevied of the republic, such as
those who today wave the banner of
radieal republicnnism, succeeded in win-
ning tremendous infeence among  the
paopular eivcles, vspecially the workers.
such are the consequences of the policy
which consists of giviag “Soviet” slegans
the very day of the republic’s proclama-

which arej tion, af the moment when the republican

far more Intelligent than the myopie pol-| and democratic enthusinsm of the masses

fticlana of the present government, knew
how to keep under cover during the

wis ab its highest piteh,
e other fundsmental lesson of the

anrllest Jays of the Republic, just as lhvr‘ lntost evenis consisis in the tremendous

Enow how to rlee up in the strests when
they eonsidered the government van-
guished. The feebleness of the govern-
ment has been the basic prop and the
sirongest animator of the reactionary
monarchista.

Without the energetic defonse of the
workers against the I'l'l-ﬂil&l'ﬂll}'. the gov-
ernment wounld have offcred no resistance
to the monarchist reaction. Foenlixzing
the zignificanece of the monarchist mili-

tary movement, and knowing that almigst
all the army amdl pavy eolnmanders were

pgginst the government and in favor of
the uprising, the government amd parlia-

{Continued from lust issme}

It was fortunote for Japan that the
Civil War obsorbed American encrgles
and that the conquest of Iodia took all
of England's attention after Perry's de-
monstration. Japan woas foced with the
immediate tusk of providing for the na-
tlonal defense against the encronchment
of the imperinlists. Without a breath-
ing-spell she could not have withsteod
further onslaughts. In her weaknesa the
government was forced to sign a humlli-
ating treaty {Towsend-Harris—1857 with
the Tokugnwnz) with America which
granted extra- territoriality to Amerlcan
cltlzens ond which restricted dotles om
imports t» a maximum of 59 ad valorem,
creating an open market as the high
tariff American government knew. This
game treaty had to be granted to the
other powers after the demolition of the
batterles of Shimonoseki Straits In 1504
by the comblpsl fleets of England, Hol-
land, Franee and Amerlea as  punish-
ment for the damoaging of some vessels
trying to pass through the forbidden
straits, The shogun wrote at this time:
“These foreigners are no longer to be
despised. The art of navigation, stram
vesgels, and vaval and military prepara-
tions have found full development in thelr
hands. A war with them might rosult
in temporary vietories on our part but
when our country would be beset by thelr
combined armaments the whole Iand
would be Involved In consequences which
wi can divine from China's experience.”
The Japz were fearful, observing that the
Phillippine Islands hos been in Spain’s
hands for 300 years; Java had come on-
der Duntceh influence in 17056 and weder
ber complete control in 18305 the Jdis-
memberment of China had begun in 1577
with the DPortuguesze at Aaecan: only re-
cently inm 1840 the BHritish had telden
Hongkong as o result of fhe Oplom
Wars; the French werg already In Indoe-
Chini.

Modern military defense was gothink-

JAPAN

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism

and the Development of the Proletariat
By Jack Weber

able without advanced industrial devel-
opment modelled on Western lines, The
feudal system with its low estimation
of the merchant class, wlth ita sump-
tuary laws defining warrowly the very
food amd clothing of the cxploited, with
its lack of accumulations from an econ-
omy at the bare subsistence level, with
it complete lnck of technologleal train-
ing for the o machinery—all this
left the burden completely on the aghonlds
erg of the new boreaveracy., To begln
n strenuous perled of industrlal devel-
opment, only the government could pro-
vidle the necessary funds,  The govern-
ment had to take the inbtlative In de-
eiding. what Industries to begin, how to
encourage scientific and technical train-
ing.
Foreign Aid

Whatever similarities exist between
the haphazard Japanese progrom and
the planned Soviet program of Indus-
trinlizatlon (despite its serlous eFToTs)
can be observed in the immediate iovit-
ing of foreign experts to construct and
start new plants and to train workers.
IMiring the years 1854 to 1838 the ld:lrdl
of Mito had already invited 22 Dutch,
experts to establish shipyards and to
teach the latest arts of shipbuilding. The
new government took this  enterprise
over, 1t invited British engloeers to
bieild the fivet rallroands; British work-
men were invited to assist in the erecs
tinh aml  operation of the early  irom
works: British teachers taught glass-
making in Tokfo: American and British
engineers  introduced  modern  mining
methods and e nse of explosives;
French and Ttalian experts  westernlzed
the =ilk indiztey : 3wisa taught the hemp-
braid  Industry; Germans  introdoced
brewing, the smeliing of zine, the mak-
ing of steel and the chemical Industries;
French snd Germans started dye making.
By 1872 thera were 300 forelgners In gov-
ernmoent depariments acting as experts,

The Americans contributed little dus to

“infancy” so that lﬁu I:lpnn
et fndustry §s more BEuropean than Am-

thelr owmn

erfcan. Just as in Soviet Russia, the
dependence on forelgn exports was not
completely suceessful. The Japs  were
often jmpesed upon, Some eXperis were
bluffers and other out-gnd-out fragds (a8
with the beginning of Stalingrad).

The government thus took the place of
the entreprencur in establishing the frst
arsennls, the first silk filature, the first
glass factory, the first chemical works,
It has operated porcelaln works, silk and
cotton spinning mills, linen factories,
cement and brick plants, plants for soap
making, type-fonnding, paint  making,
food factories, irom and steel  plants,
There are fow indusirles that do pot owe
thelr existence to government inktlative.

The Feudo-Capltalist Alliance

And yet by 1850 most of the govern-
ment-owned plants were in private hands!
For the government took the unigue step
of Wandiog these finished plants over to
individuals—wlthout the slightest com.
pensation in the vast majority of cases!
The menning and resalts of this (ransac-
tinm must be clearly stated. That there
was nothing queer to Japs inm this hand-
ing over of wealth to the few, is due
to the left-over feadal psyeholegy and fo
the faet of control by feudal lords. Thé
“lord” could hand over a “flef” to any-
one he chose, usunlly for persomal loy-
alty, and almost always to previous
gamural subordinates, That §s  exactly
what sccurred. ¥very member of the
Genro, every premier selected by the
Genro, has had his  partienlar protegé
whom he has eorlehed, Iwnsakl (“Work-
img Faerees In Japanese Politics™) says:
“The way to get rich was to become the
friend of some high offtcers of the gov-
ernment.” Thus Marquis Inouyve be-
friended the Matsuis, one of the “big
five" capitalist familles of modern Japan.
Ckuma helped the Iwasakis, the presont
steamship kings. Baron Goto, while Gove
ernor of Formosa, made the Suzokis the
gngar kings, the same Suzukis who profit-
ed most during the world war by selling
mumnitions. ‘Thea Niance  between  tho
foudnl lords and the new capltalists has
been very firmly eemented indecd, This
iz of uilmost slgnificance for the future
pgrarian democratic revolution. It need
hardly be sald that In war the milltarlsts
exparienced not the slightest reslstance
on the part of the capitalists to the com-
plete mobilization of induostry for mill-

tury purposcs,

The close and direct relationship ba-
tween capitalist indusiry amdl the goveros-
ment is one of the peculiarities of Jap-
anese economy. Up to 1509 the “umegual”
treatics of the Powers with Jupan re.
malned in foree, preventing the raising of
periff barriers to protect infaml indus-
frbes.  Dut every other deviee to gneours
age industry and to enrich the capitalists
was resoried to by the govornment. Uhus,
tax exemptions have been frequently

granted, duty remissions are made prac.|:

fically on reguest, subsides were and
still are common end slnee 1699 the tarld
Bas been an important weapon of defense
and offense. Apart from the world war
period (e shipping industry could not
have existed for a siogle year without
large subsidies amounting toe cnough to
cover g substantial slice of the operating
expenses plus g large profit to the ship-
Mg interests. The main line rallways
were nationalized at the time of the
Russo-Jap war, but there are a numbaer
of private branch lines whose profit is
guarontesd by the government. Loans
are readily  pranted to new  entérprises
with very little hope of their return.
Contributions from the national treasury
to private industry in 19289 amounted
fo 201056 of the total budget. Uaoder the
conditione of industrial growlh the gov-
crumenl itaelf has never been able fo
discontinue entirely its own operation of
inudatrial enterprises, as s evident from
the fact that in 1928 (here were as many
s 371 government factorles  employing
136,008 workers.
Inddustrial Handicaps and Japanese
Imperialism

World economy stimulated the growth
of Industrial Japaun,~but that some world
coonomy now holds Japun ps in a vise,
tending to atrangle her capitallsm. Amnd
it can be gald with atoost conflidence that
Jupan will find no real solution to her
lifeand-death problems ander the world
hegemony of capitaliam. Imperiallsm at-
tempis to overcome these handieaps with
a sword bt §s doomed to failure, Japan's
paert im the international division of labor
will be decided by her workers and peas-
ants, not by domestic and forcign capl-
talista,

There are three groal handicaps that
conditlon Japanese Industrial growth.
These are; (1} money stringency; (2)
poverty in raw materiala; (3) need for
stable markets,

(1) AMoney stripgency and the Anabes
ing of Indonstey.
The growth of Industry demands larger

pud larger amounts of fuid capital. Quite| moment,

poor in metallle and mineral resouroes,
Japa

has been foreed continuously O |slances rogoire.

progress reslized by the resctionary and
monarchist forces. IL is not an uoim-
portant thing te moie that all the army
leaders were apgninst the government.
Thiz fact hnd considerable effect im of-
ficial ebrcles amd threw panie inte the
beart of the governmment. That s why
nobody wuas execabed: the government
drepds the threatening reactlon more than
it does public opinion, This fact pro-
duees a seripus conflict for the govern-
ment and o seriows dange: for the re
gl

For & Workers” United Front

The working-class movement Iz at
priosent in oo periog of outright depoes-
slon, No one can doubr that 1t will
rise up again very shortly, and more
gtrongly than ever before, bpt for the
the proletnrian factor iz oot
exercleing the pressore that  elreom-
This is a fact of the

import both gold and silver for the eoln. | ntinest lmportance o the present clronm-

ing of money, s domestic
gearcely meets industrial and art
[HEEE,
tablish a more or less stable financial and

bunking system only with the ald of the|Sanjurjo’s coup d'Elat, and it
S00,000,000 tacks indemnity squeezed out|which produced
Through-| Only the united front can offer the de-

of Ching after the Sioo.Jup war,
out the modern ern Japan hos besn an
importer of raw materials aod machin-
ery resulting in an unfavorable net bal-
ance of trade (except during the world
wiar), If not through spheres of infu-
cnce, then economically the capitalist
powers explolt Japan as o market. To
pay for the imported materinls Japan
has had to make larger loans abroad.
Although the total amount of the public
debt s smaller than that of any of the
powers, the absolute amount and percent.
age of forelgn debt is grester, whereas
the demestic debt Is smaller than that
of any other country,

The money stringency of Japanese cap-
itmli=m
rates. Banks pay around 109 on  de-
posits, The short-term discount rate Iz
over 109 as comparad with the 4094 of
Western countries,  These rates Impose
n severe handicap on Japamesé industry.
Owing to their youth apd to the failure
to build up adequate surpluses, industrind

copectng are under the necessity of bor-
working | @rehy, will become a “republican” regime

rowing a large part of their
capital.
ant element in the cost of

they are a handicap (o Japancse enter-
l'ﬂmﬂ&tl“ﬂ‘n- eage of Hl"".'“l‘l".

prise in meeting  foreign
Struggle as she may to overcome this
diffieulty, JFapan fulls more and moro

under the Influence of American fAinance] %13}, do not oppose it.

capltal. The unparalleled dependence of
Japanesg produoction on forelgn  markets

makes Jopan extremoly senzitive to world s

eronomlic condltions. Sinee 1920 she has
been in the throes of o profound erisis
cansing her forelgn exchange to fzll eat.
astrophically, The inflation eaused by
the tripling of her bank-note emizslon
during and following the war has been

aggravated by the heavy demands made

on Japanese cconomy throogh the Imper-
fallst weizurce of Manchuaria.
{To be continued)

production | stanees,
pue- | leturiat 1s today more
It was possible for Japan to @8] over,

As the high rates are an import-
produetion, the unlted froni of the

The unitcd front of the pro-
necessary than
At Seville we saw an ecxemplary
case of the unlted fromt at the time of
was Chis
the general's defeat.
glred =olution—to require the execution
of the resetionacy genernls and to halt
the advance of the reaction. And it is
not simply & guestion of  scttling  the
question of the peoaltics which the wvan-
gquislicd reactionnries must voderge, but
of mdopting really vevelutionary means
to put an end to the monarehist man-
cuvers, The government s powerlesa (o
do thiz; ilie zocialista bury thelr heads,
wlthout Lelsg able to determine for them-
silves fhe orientation which the goverp-
ment shopld follow, The Spanish prie-
tariat most demand from the soclalists
(today the slegan of "all power to the
roclalists™ would be justified), that they

{a reflected in the bBlgh interest act with energy, that they insist upon

the punizshment of those responzible for
complicity and toleranee toward the re-
action, elther directly or indirectiy,
Without the united front of the Spanish
proletaviot, the perspective of this reac.
tionary Spanish republic con only be pre-
cipitation inte a regime of dictatorship
which, if it does not reinstate the mon-

of the type of Portugal or Cuba, Dut
proledariat s
caslly realizable, as we have seen in the
provided the myopin of
some ard the il-will of others (the an-
archist, =socializts and official Commun-

In this sense,
the monarchist attempt has been  proeg-
nant with lessons, and will be still more

in the precesses and developments of
thisn evonts,

Madeld, September 1T,
—Il. LACROIX,
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VOTE
COMMUNIST !
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