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One Road for Miners!

Lay A Firm Class Foundation

The Progresaive Miners cl:lm:tttul.iunall
copvention, which meets at Glllespie, 1L,
Qet. 8, hus a mighty job in hand and a
great duty to perform. Its actions will,
undoubtedly have far reaching consequ-
ences for the future worklng class move
ment.

First on the agenda, if pot in pumerical
order, then ot least In importunce, 1s the
task of polidifying the union foundation
in a working class seusc, to securs its
progressive direction aed ¢lluch the ob-
jeetive which establishes its militant
character, Translnted into the Ianguage
of Its practieal problems that means to
defeat the corrupting influence of the re-
actionary Lewis-Walker cligue and to
strengthen the fight aguinst the operators’
wige-cat drive,

Your way to victory is the ooe of mill-
tant struggle. That s your one maln
weapon aid g powerful one,  Of this the
pest bas furnished ample prosf to you.
It is therefore logical that you should
deaw the conclusion of Arst of all secor-
ing the cluss basls for your union by &
recognitlon of the class struggle and the
initiation of the practical program of
aetion which flows from this recegoition.

RANK AND FILE UNITY ARND
CONSCIOUS LEADERSHIF

It is the clasa struggle that you are
now engiged in. Only the blind could
fail to ses this. It {5 the bitter realities
of the closs struggle which  determine
every step you are taking and upon which
your future i conditioned. Heoce the
necessity of its bold recognition. But
the realization of the program of action
demands the completest poasible unity
of all the forces within the unlon, sap-
plementid by the widest working class
democraey and freedom of expression of
mingrity opioton. Glven such woity the
firat sleps are sccared. Othera will fol-
low from them, which demand that this
unity be extended to o national scale
crbracing the other miners' rebel sec-
tlons, the MNationsl Miners Unlon, the
West Vieginla Miners Unlon and similer
groups. First, In the form of unity of
action in ways and means to obtain Eeet-
ter wages and working conditions and to
emasgh the Lewls machine. Secondly,
in ways and means toward complete oo-
Hication In one nationnl milltant onion.
The road to  its  accomplishment 13
through rank and file contral plus &
leadership consclous of lis tosks,

WHO RAISE THE BOGEY
OF THE “RED3"

The bogey of the “Red” issue is ralsed
in order to swerve the miners from thelr
progressive path. “Stay clear of the
‘red’,” says the operators’ propaganda
designed to ¢atch the weak-kneed fal-
lows who £all subject to this propagandn
in the delusive bhope of gaining favors
by appearing as “good boya™ to the oper-
atirs.  But a serfious struggle cannot be
won that way, The Lewlses, the Walkers
and their henchmen are much better boys
to the gperators and a thousand timea
préeferyed by them, Your roead to victory
is the rodical road, the road of the
“Reds” which {8 forged through the
power of your clasyg forces in milltant
array. That 5 the road which the Com-
munist Left Opposltlon proposes.

We do not forget the foct that the
many blunders and false policles of the
official Communiast party Btalinist lead-
orehip has helped to make It possible for
such propaganda to appear. Bul beware
of those in your own ranks who use it
We are not unmindfol of the fact that
these blundering mistakes have tempor-
arily served to turn the miners away from
the Communist party In disgost. Bat it
should be remembered that It was the
party of Lenin and Trotsky which sec-
ured the first serious working class vie
tory—the establishment of the Sovlet
Hepublie. Under the Stalin regime the
party has departed from the basls of
Lenin. But that gives us only so much
more cause to strive to restore It to lia
rightful position.

WHICH IS THE FOLITICAL
PARTY OF LABOR?

In your deliberations at the convention
gnd In your future course, you will likely
mest the sleek office seeking careerist.
You konow how to deal with him. You
will meset the kind of “labor® politician|
who tells you to cater to the capitalist
party lo power in order to galn favors;
or to support the democrdts, In order
to reallze its “opportunities”, It 13 an
election year, and some of you will per-
hapa think your path should be foward
a labor party, whils others may lend an
ear (o the plea for support from the
Sociallst party. But it is well to remem-
ber that the parties In power, whether
Republican or Democrat, have always|
been the bosses' tools willing to eall out
police and the military forees oo the
slde of the operators. Remember that
the Boclalist party has not only falled to
support your struggle, but some of their
leading spokeamen like John Hindmarsh,
Richard Glover, Jack Reed and Adolph
Germer are right in the midst of the
Lewis camp working haod in glove with
these traitors. Mhe path of the miners
is mot through the Ilabor party but
through the revolutionary party, that is
ths Communist party. Its mistaken pol-
iolas today we must correct. And it 1s
besanss~of thess mistakes that the Left
Opposition assumes the duty of polnting
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at the Gillespie Convention

When glven the prervequisites of mill-
tunt unlonism, resting on o class founda-
tiom, your st guaranteg for victory 1o
this present strike struggle is at hand.
Even in the Southern part of the state
the terror will e forced fo relingulsh
ils hold, The present added oppression
I8 mow so muach mors sarely preparing
the rank amd tile vevolt there. It is your
tusk b0 seud in there your hest organlzérs
te perform their gulet function o pre-
paration for another mass pleket lioe,
Stand fast for the basic $6.10 wage scale
and divizion of work. Continue your
fight for the six-hour day and for toler-
able working conditions. In that you
will be sure to have the full and upsgint-
ed sapport of the raok and file every-
where., Milltant upionism accepls ocom-
promise oply when it s weak and willl
never trade off the mere favor of union
reognition ns a substitute for these es-
gentlal conpditlons Becaunse without them
the mece recognition would be an ampty
victory.
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Lewis Gangsters Fail
to Cow Miners

Springfield Miners Resist Strike-Breaker Mobilization

EPFRINGFIELD, ILL.— waeppons Hannted in their hands, Inoens-
Willlam Sneed, gencrallssimg of the ing the sirlkers by threateniog o ahoot
Lewis gunmen in this state, ecalled a if a word was uttered. Dominic  DIg-
meeting at Knights of Columbus build- erolamo shouted, “Long live the P, M.
ing on Sunday, September 25, for the A.!" and immedistely had o bullet shot
purpose of organlzlong strike-breakers to through his chest.
open up mines in Bapgamen County, The| The miners, still displayiog that mar-
meeting ended In a rlot ¢created by Lewls’ velous courage that has characterlzed
provocateurs. Sangamon County is  one them throughout the entire struggle, re-
hundrid percent for the Progressive fused to be Intlmidated by the blood-
Miners of Ameries and Eneed could only thirsty savages employed by Peabody and
get 16 strikebreaking miners to attend’ Lewls The firmopess of the miners in
hiz meeting. i theld insistence that the gunmen bé run
The riot resulted in the death of Porter| out of town created a frenzy among the
Williams, a police detective. They h“ﬁ! lutter—who shot Detective Porter Wil-
charged Garnett Smith, asother of the UHoms while alming & miner. They also

the revolutionary road,

PROMGRESSIVE MINERS OF AMERICA
CAN SHOW THE WAY

Your future tesks ave enormous and
there are great difficulties in your way.
But given a class foandation, @» rank
and file memberabhlp imboed with the will
to win, the spirit to fght to the last
and the readiness to sacrlfice for the
cuse ; given o couragtous leadership, con-
sefous of ts class positlon, you will be
able to overcome the greateat obstacles.

The constitutional convention of the
Progressive Miners of Amerlea bas a
great duty to perform te the Illinois
miners, Lo the minersa of the United
Btates and to the Amecienn worklng
clags. It iz coming about ag a serious
revalt agalnst the murdercos employers'
wapge cutting offenslve. It has the oppor-
tunity of taking the first steps toward
leading the working class forward to a
gerions reslstance agoinst this offensive
amid to support the forees charting the
roed toward working class freedom from
capitalist oppresalon. —A. B,

Two More Expelled tor «Trotskyism»

Following the arbltrary expulsion of comrade Sehastien Pappas for “Trotsky-
ism”, the Stalinist bureaueracy in New York has summarily expelled from the
party two more of the active militants for their refusal to demounce ithe Left
Opposition and eomrade Trolsky as “counter-revolutionisis®,
of the boreaucrats are comrades James Gordon and Sylvie Welner,
fore the Contred Commission on September 13, 1932, they were prosented with the
eustomary questions and demands for a “statement”, which they refused to slgn.
They were thereupon expelled from the party.

Comrade Gordon is & charter membér of the Communisti movement in this
country, & foundatlon member of the Communisi Labor FParty in 1919, His ac-
tivity In Chleage, Detroit, Rochestér and New York is well knon in wide elfcles of
the party. For some timé he has been an active functionary in the Food Work-
ers' Industrial Unlon, & militant strike lewder, as is attested by the numérous nr-
rests in which he has heetn involved. Comrade
Communist party fAghter for several years, and a milliant in the F. W. L U, Is
squally well known for hér devotlon to the revolutionary movement n strike lineg
and jail cells. The expulsion of both these comrades is at onee a sign
degeneration of the Stalinist officlals and of the growing popularity of the Left
Oppesitlon’s views in the ranks of the party.
expelled a few weeks ago, the Militant will pubish next week a statement by him
annooneing his reasons for adberénce to the Communist Leagpe of America (0.).

Which Political Party Shall the Miners
Support in the Coming Elections

SPRINGFLELD, ILL.—

The woal diggers of Illinois are fight-
ing a great battle,
many foes, which promiscs no easy vie-
tory. Yet every day ls rich in lessons
for every mineér that wanis 1o learn.
Let us take an accounting of our enem-
les, why they are arrayed against us and
why we fght them to the dnish.

1. There are the sal operators who
would redudese our Uvilog conditions to
the starvatlon level

2, There are Lawis-Walker and hench-
men who steal ballots and club and shoot
miners who protéest agaiost their cor-
ruption and fakeey., Thelr only service
to the miners has been a Judas kiss.

2. And then thers are the courts, the
prisons, the armed depoties, the state
troopers and the militia,

There can be no doubt about the real
character of the Peabodys and thelr
flunkies, Lewls and Walker, With them
there can be no pesce. But the troop-
ers, the militia, the deputies—Iisn't their
duty meraly the prevention of speeding on
the highways, apprebending thieves, and
helplng old ladies across the streets?

When we were children we believed In
Banta Claus. Before the strike many of

us entertnined equally rldiculous noetlons
about the troopers and the militia, even

It is o battle agalnst; though we were quite mature Individuals,

Then e¢ame the march on Franklin Conn-
ty. All we wanted to do was to help our
brothers down sounth malntaln the £6.10
wige scale, What did we get? Bullets
cliba and machine guns—firom {roopers
and deputies. In Taylorville the militin
breaks up miners' meetings with tear gas
B,

It Ia clear now that Lewis and Walker
nre not the only agency of the coal
barons. The whole governmental mach-
inery iz brought into actlon against the
workers at the mere crook of the capl-
tallsts' finger. It 18 a state with its of-
ficiala, thugs, police, deputles and mill-
tin whose purpese it ls to insure the
rule of the parasitie, exploiting few over
the overwhelming majority of the people
—the working masses, Can the worker
place any confidenca In these lickspitties
decorated with the badge of authority,
and can he hope to win his fght agalnst
worsening conditlons by merely a anion
hattle? He cannot. He muost transform
the nnlon struggle nto a politieal strug-
gle; the scrap against wage reduction

{Continued on page 4)

MOSCOW LETTER

Crisis in Soviet Economy

Stalinism Endangers Alliance Between Town and Village

The followlng document arrived
from Russia In a forelgon langosge,
into which it had been transiated for
conaplrative reasons. The first page
was missing. Editorial revision was
provided for by the Editorial Board
of the Bulletin of the Kussian Opposi-
tlon.

There Is a great and constantly widen-
ing gap between the facts of the £00m-
omic lfe of the Boviet Unlon and their
reflection in the press or even in the of-
ficlal peports. The truth about the real
situatlon In the warlous enterprises does
not penetrate into the outslde world.
The attacks on Inoumerable sopervisors
serves only one purpose—to  flnd the
gullty ones. Productlon everywhere Is
below the level of the plan.

The slowing up of the tempo bas Its
deep causes in the Incremse of dispro-
portlonate relationships. Ewvery spherc
of Industry, no matter how great the
efforts made, restricts itself to its mini-
mum element, Great comstroctlon enter-
prizes are often held up out of secondary
cauges, o cannot be set golng after thelr
completion becouse of one obstacle and
ghortcoming or another. A factery that
bas not been completed or does mot work
at full capacity—sometimes at only 20
to 80 per cent of its capacity—sinks the
peneral coefficlent of growth  welghs

down like o millstone on the actual pro-
duction achieved. But slnece the irregu-
larities are heaping up and reaching an
ever higher level, the sinking of the gen-
eral flgures of growth becomes the In-
evitable reanlt.
Caunse For Declineg

The most Important couss of the de-
cline In the productivity of labor, of the
increase in the costs of production and
the deteriorization of quality at the same
time as there 1z an accumulation of See-
onds—lies in the poor, insufficlent and fr-
regular maintenance of the workers and
the nervous Instabllity resulting from
this.

There 1s pot now, naturally, any more
talk of the fulfliment of the Five Year
Plan in four years (actuslly—in 4 yeara
and 3 months=—Ed.}). Shortcomings and
breakdowns occur in varlous spheres and
have been occuring with  Insuperable
foree especlally In thls last  year., The
lack of something, sometimes of only an
insignlficant single part holds up  the
work in an entire enterprise. Dozens of
tractors, for instance, arrive without
radiators. Btatistically, every tractor Is
80 or 89 percent completed. Practically,
it Is oot at all completed. The lack of
radiators, in turn, also ls oot elmply ac-
cldental: another factory has not deliv-
ered the necessary metal. And this, in

(Continued on page 4)

Lewis gunmen with the murder of Wil-
liams, although eeveral
saw  Hill Sneed shoot down Willlams.
United States Deputy Marshal J. O.
Banles, who wia aszisting the
gtates Inm a report* appearing in the St
Touis Globe Democrat, “I  plaloly saw
Eneed shoot Williams" Garnett Smith

The [nbest wictima

eye-withesses the P M. A

police, |

is at the point of death, so they are man-
euvering to cover up Sneed by accusing
Emith of the marder. Some others
Lewls' gunmen were also injured In the
seuffle.

Called he-

picket the K. of . bullding and 1,500

Weiner, who has also betn a | one decided on for the Leland Hotel on

Monday. At this meeting they trled to
complete arraogements for the extension
of the strike breaking offenslve to Sane
pamon County,

The local strike-brenkers came first from
the K. of C. bullding and were followed
by Peabody-Lewls gunmen, with deadly

of the

Agr for comride Pappas, who was

Problems Before the Gillespie Convention
of the Progressive Miners of America

SPRINGFIELD,.— |1]L||nuta-. miners since 1028 made qulte o

The first constittional conventlon of the| few efforts to form & clean militant un-
Progressive Miners of Amerlica which willy lon. The Mational Mioers Unlon was the
convene in Gillespie, I1L, on Oct. 3, will| first atempt to form a new miners unlon.
be & very important event.ln the history| It put forth a milltant program and the
of the miners of America. With the| move was correct. But becsusa of the
brutal epposition of the ecoal operators,| hesitancy on the part of certaln pro-
state and government forces from with-| gressives and due to the blunders of the
out and the treacherous sell-out policles) Communiat party, through its Stalinist

I
of

When news of the meeting appeared
in the local press the IN M. A, decided to'

of the Lewls-Walker machine within, the" leadership and thelr conception of mech-

have alf anieal control, it became s small sectar-
gigantic tasks to overcome in order tol lan group.

Frogressive Miners Unlon will

re-catablish once more 2 real rank ond
file militant mines' union capable of
helping the miners in their dally strug-
glez with the coal operators. But in
spite of the obstables that are against
them, the miners have marched ahead
with tremendons speed ; both agalost the
coal operators and the Lewls-Walker ma-
chine and the detrmination and milltancy
of the rank aod file miners will eontinoe
the ooward march agaiost the coal oper-

ators and their Aunkess,

The Progressive Miners Union is meet-,
ing In gonventlon at a time when the'
whole system of capitalism 1s in o stage’
of decay, with a crisls In the conl indus-
try that is world wide and I8 made mores
acute by (o) world shrinkage of con-
sumption; (b} Inereased industrial de-
velopment In other countries, thereby de-
gtroying markets and creating new com-
petitors; (¢} developments of other
sourees of power, such as: oll, hydro-
eleetrie, ete.—thls has created a general
anarchy In produdetlon and contradic-
tions in the capitalist system. The coal
operators, through thelr flunkeys, the
Lewises and Walkers propose to solve
this problem and save their hides by a
vigorous pollcy of wagecutting and de-
stroying every semblance of unity of the
miners,

For Class Struggle Program

To meet this general capltalist attack,
the Progressive Miners unlon must free
ftaalf from the lllusions of capitalist dem-
ocracy amd uonlte on a progrom of class
struggle. Blnee the present struggle be-
gan, the members of the Progressive
Miners union that went on the march to
West Frankfort and Taglorville should
henceforth be under no lloslon as to the
natureé of the State which everywhers
ravenled itself as an instroment of the
Peabody Cosl Co. and the other ‘eoal
operators.  The power in the new unlon
must always rest with the rank and Ale.
No Individual must be made supreme in
the Progréssive Miners Unfon, Individ-
unls may become weak-sisters and fall
by the warside, but the rank and file
will never go back on liself. Efforts
ghould be made at the conventlon to bring
about the unity of all the existing Inde-
pendent unions, such as: West Vieginia
Mine Workeras Unfon. Nationml Miners
Union, Amalgamated Minera of Nova
Scotin, ete., Into one fAghting miners'
wokomn.

The Frogressive Miners TUnilon must
make the experlences of the past, funda-
mental object lessons for the future, The

. Opposition correctly proposed the forma-

The eccond brenk was the Fishwick-
Walker-Howat "Re-organized 1U. M. W.-
A, This attemp carcled within itself the
germ of Its own destroction because it
was capltnlized by the Fishwilek-Walker
combine, who, with thelr whole eligue
of petty officials, succeeded in turning
this movement into one for personal

spolls and finally moking peace with the
Lewis machine

Then came the St. Louls conference,
with delegates from West Virginia, Towa,
Penn., Indiana and Illlnols. At this con-
ference the delegate members of the Left

tion of & new militant rank and Ale min-
ers unfon and the amalgamation of all

wounded Dan BMelill, a local leader of
In the ensulng fight, the
gunmen got a deserved trimming.

The miners, carrying out thelr decision
to run the thugs out of town, purdued
them to the Leland Hatel. Here they
were met by State Cossacks, sherlfs,
deputles and the entire detective and
police force of Springleld, with machs
Ine guns, tear gas bombs and the para-
phernalin of moedern warfare, Deapite
this, the miners milled around the hotel
Then, to subdue the rising tide that was
beginning to surge through the ranks
Buck Roberts, characterized o these
columnps lnst week, addredsed the miners,

F. M. A. members were on the picket line.| telling them to disperse, that the police
The wecting ended at 5:30 with another

would arrest wll the gunmen. ‘The min-
s called for a rank and file committes
of 1) to aee that the arcests were made.

The police, In their awsoal role of
bosses’ lackeys, carrled the gunmen to
aafety in the police station, while the
street leading to the jall was guarded by
the National Guardsmen. Hundreds of
miners jeered them on the way.

The miners are learniog lessons In this
struggle, lessons they cannot easily for-
get. The role of the state az an Instro-
ment of the bosses ia being keenly brought
hewme to them. The state, Peabody and
Lewls, fecling secure in  keeping the
mines in Franklin, Willlnmson and Saling
Counties operating, have mow movied the
offensive to Christlan County. Here the
militaney of the P. M. A. s at & high
level, The state, reallzing that this ia po
ordinary struggle, has sent two batta-
lions of machine gunners to reinforee the
artillery alréady stationed here, Martial
law, while not ofielally proclaimed, vie-
tually exists. Tear gas (s nzed to disperse
Women and children, as assemblage of
more thao three I8 pot allowed, while
the bosses’ thogs and gunmen make a
preténse of operating the ‘Taylorville
mines,

The duty of the leadership of the P.
AL A, Is to eall for mass picketing at
Taylorville right away. In this respect,
they bave already lost time. Mass plck-
eting will shut down Taylorvilie!

“—JACE CARMODTY,

Im aplte of open terror and gemi-leg-
ality, the Communist party won a great
victory in the municipal election at Sofia,
the eapital of Bulgaria, giving evidence to
the constantly growing sympathies for
Communism among the oppressed and
enslaved masses. However, according to
the Commuplsts, the election ¥ictory 1Is

(Continued on page 4)
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to be mullifed)

New Step TowardFascism

Struggle for Democratic Rights

At the wery moment when the BRelch-
stag put the imprint of the most trem-
endous vote of lack of eonfidence upon the
Papen government, the soelal democeatio
president, Hindenburg dissolved the
Helehetag, The Communlists skillflly in-
troduced this declsion. The tactle of the
only government party, the German Na-
tionals, contributed to them eoormously.
“The bridges ave borned. We are under
the dictatorship”, says the Denische
Allegemeine Zeltung, which ought tol
know, The Welmar democracy ls at an
end. On this score even Papen leaves
no reom for doubt ln his radio broadeast,
Electlong are Indeed to take place, But
how and when—on that there is nothing
concrete fo be heard. Naither the old
defenders of the grall of democracy, the
gocial edmocratic party, nor the Nasis,
who seek to come to power under the
cloak of democracy were able to prevent
thia outcome, Not one of thes found the
strength of courage to offer real resist-
ance to this declston. The pesee of the
tomb prevalls.

Already in the preceding days, the
FPapen government showed similar  slgns
of “strength™: the paride of the Stesl
Helmets, the arminfstration reforms, ate.
It proclalmd that In a short time 1t would
continue unswervingly with ita program:

the program of conatitution changing, the

program of millions In gifts to the capl-

Now on Agenda in Germany

talists, the progrom of breaches lo wage
scales, the program of armaments. The
struggle against the “dirty swine at
home" proclaimed by von Schlelcher na-
turaly stands In the foregronnd,

It would be ridiculous ito uodeérrate
Papen-Bchleicher, behind whom stands
the will of German Anance capltal to re-
main indepehdent ; it would however be
disastrous to develop a perspective ouk
of the appearances of the present events.
It should not be forgotten for a momnt
that Papen's “main strength” is the in-
declsive relatlonship of forces between
the proletariat and Fascism, which may
ahift one way or another at any time.
Let Papen feel towards the parliament
llke a Bismarck, yes, a8 a Cromwell,
whose paths proceed through dissolved
parllaments. In reality, he l= lpcking In
evarything for this role: the progressive
aim, the outlook for a conjuncture, and
primarily and over and over again, the
maszs movement. In the latter lles the
distinetlon from the Nazs, a distinetion
which must eternally remain a book with
saven zenls fo those who call Papen,
Bruening, Wels and Hitler Fascists in one
breath. That 18 what will compel the
bourgeolsle In the not very distant fuo-
ture to employ Papen together with Hit-
ler. That s why. for example, the semi-
officlal Deutsche Allgemelne Zeifung does

{Continued on page 4



