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Weisbord's Reply

(Continued from last fssue)
1L

On the general question of Centrism,
wo feel that oor Jdifferénces are oot very
great and In some respects are ooly of
a formal chatacter. In giving the name
“centrism” only to those groupings which
occupy  the place between the official
camps of reformiam (soglal demoecracy)
and the official camp of Communism, we
have used the term preclsely as Lenin
uwsed it However here the whole ques-
tion seems to be onv of name and we
do not wish to gquarrel over that,

What we emphatically deny is the im.
plicationa In your statement that “we
were concerned to efface the difference
between the officlal party, the Right wing
fraction (Lovestone group) and even the
American League” and the further state-
ment. “This makes it easy for you to
remain o an eclectie position and defend
your rlght of a blog with the Lowveatone
group.”

Firast of all, it 13 not trpe that we
do not distingulsh betwesn the Right
wing and the Party. We copsider our-
selves a fractlon of the PARTY and not
of the Hight wing. In the very begio.
ning of the organizatlon of our tendeéncy,
In Japuary 1831, in his debate with one
of the Ameriean Leaguae, our representa-
tive declared :

“It I=s true there 8 o difference betwesn
the Communist party (Stalln.Browder-
Foster faction) and the Communlat party
S Majerity  group) Huocharin-Brandier-
Lovestone faction). These differences
can be summarized broadly as  follows:
1. The “official Communist party” has
more members, more good militang dght-
ers who must be won over, has more in-
fluence in the Fadien]l movement, ofe 2
The opportunism of the Communist party
takes on a different form from that of the
C. P (Majority groap). 4. The tempoe of
development of thelr opportuonism  dif.
fers, These differences the Commenist
League (Oppositlon) must take inte con-
asideration. Its tacties must be to stress
the winping of the ranks and fle of the
Communist porty for there are the prin-
cipal ranks of the militants today®.

What we wish to affirm iz that Stalin-
fzm, or “HBurcavcratic Centrism"™ s also
ot the whole a form of centrism that is
to the right of Leninlam, in splte of
nlira-Left zipsmps, and iz moving toward
Reformism. MThe fact that Stalinism
rests updn the Sovlet bureaucracy still
tled to the workers by the frame of the
proleturian revolution in the Boviet Unlon
means that on the one hand this cen-
friem has a more permanent base than
the ordinary forms of centrlam which
are by thelr very nature ephemernl and
transient, and that, on the other hand, it
will be a tendency capable of movements
of ¥iclding to the prossure of the work-
ing class and thus heving leftward =ig-
eng peculinritios,

1f wie ask whether Burcaueratic Cen-
trism I8 more to the right or to the left
of the Right wing, our answer must de-
pend on o conerete aonlysls of the given
time and place and set of elreumatances
and not on an abstract generality Cer-
tainly it would be most mechanleal and
formalistic to declare, as the American
League has done, that everywhere Stalin
ism is & tendency between us amd the
Right wing. The problem Iz mot guite
the same in Sweden a3 In Eussia, in Ger-
many as in Ameriea. A dialectleal ap-
proach to this guestion muost be o con-
crete o,

In regard fo the gquestion whether the
Right wing of Communism i3 dynamically
further away from Marxlsm than Left

Soclallsts this depends on concrete ele-
cumstanees In which we must exaomine (@)
the direction, (b} the tempey, (&)
distanee covered by the diferent groups,
on the roads which they have elected to
travel., You vourself declare that under
a normal regime in the Comintern, Right
wing Communists would not be expelled
from the Communist party, and it iz @
moot point to be determined concretely
whether the fact of the expulsion of the
Right wing, cte, has forced it into such
g position that It cam no longer be taken
back into s Communist party or consls
dered nearer to us than Soclaliats,

And here we muost enefgetlically om-
phasize the fact that we have never pro-
pesed a BLOC with the Right wing
{ Loveatoneites ), meaning by a blo¢ a gen-
eral walue allinnees. Inm our  general
thesls we wrote: “In the meantime the
Communist League of Struggle must try
to effect & united front so that all Com-
munist groups can work together on con.
erete [zsues on the basis of the recognd-
tlon of the Communist character of each
group, ‘Thias will also help to re-cstablish
masz work, to realzt the violent tactlces
of the party officialdom, and to place the
Communist groups on a correct path’

When, some time later, Lovestona 18-
gued a call for “Commaonist Tnlty™ we
replled (Class Strugele Vol I, Noo 4,
Aprll 1922). “But first of all we want
to sk Lovestone: FOR WHAT do yon
want to unite? To Aght the organizatlon
of the unorganized as you are dolng ev.
erywhere? Ta destroy the new unlons
guch s the textile? To cover up the
fakers such as vou did in Paterson and
elsewhere? Is it for this that you want
mnite? . . . Are you not like Kauisky
and the other apportunista in your shonks
for unity without specifylng on what pro-
gram nnd on what basis? , .. "

Is it mot clear, from these guotations,
that in our struggle against the tervible
disintegration taking place within the
ranks of the Communistz, that we pro-
posed n united fromt not with the Itight
wing alone but with all Communist
groups, and not a general vague alliance,
but only on speciffied concrete questions?®

Further 1t 18 recognlzed by everyone
here that in a nomber of instances W
alone actually fought against the Hight
wing when the Communist League of
Ameriea was not even presept,

We are in accord with you when you
write “To conclude & blog with the Love-

~a group would mean to augment its
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general authority and by that to help it
to fulfill its renctlonary historlc mission.”
We are also of the opioion that it is not
for us to ralse Into prominence the gues
ton of & united froot with an organiza-
tion such as the Right wing which in
America Is barren and without masses.
However, It 15 gquite possible that ele-
cumstances may arlse whers it will be
advantageous for us Lo form & united
front incloding the IHlght wing even
whers the Party refuses to Join or even
fights it. Here again it 53 the conerete
clreumstances that decide, The fact that
the Communist League of Ameriea fin-
ally was forced to organize soch a und-
ted front (Marine case) is prool of the
correctness of our position.

In our general theslzs we heve declared
that the Communist Leagoe of Amerlea
al=o was a Hight wing organlzation. We
reschied this eonclusion on the basig of
ita first thesis awd actions, Sinec the
tlme of our criticlsm  the Communist
League of America has made some steps

in correcting its past errors but ita sm-1

eral practice, its methods of ¢orrection,
ta last general theses, its present un-
principled intcroal factional fght, ete.,
ghow that It has a long way yet 1o go
really to deserve being part of the Io-
ternationnl Left Opposition.

We wish to ralee the general question:
Is it impossible for a group to agree Lo
ecertnin formulee of the Left Opposition
and yet 811 these formulae with such a
Itight wing content as to pullify them?
Such a situstlon ean readily result from
the present general weakoess of the Lett
Oppesition, Under soch conditions it Is
quite possible for groups to sign general
international declarations and yet annul
them n their natlonal practice.

It s not correct to say that our serl-
o charges against the leadership of the
Communist League of America, which
we bolieve are based on focts and which
wiz stand ready to prove when necessiry,
gnd our critlcism  of the Communist
League of America made gs AR Enemy
of the Intermational Left  Opposition.
Quite the contrary, it was because we
wished to further the intefests of the
International Left Opposition  that we
made this eriticism. Certainly comrade
Trotaky. you must recognize that with-
out & congress, without a strong aond
authorative politieal bureau, the Inter-
national Left Opposition has not pressed
its sections sulclently to carry Into ef-
fect its principles that the sectlons must
bebave as Communisis sections in thoe
giruggles of the workers, and that pro-

to Trotsky's Letter

and low manmer, our uﬂ-m]quumra has
been ralded amd partially wrecked, wa
have been denouneed as agents for the
police, ete, Do vou believe we could reply
to thess provocations withoot sharpoess?
On the other hand never have we taken
a sharp tone to the views of the Inter-
national Left Opposition itself, although
the Seeretariat, under Mill, behaved to-
ward ug in an extremely hostile and wn-
warranted mannoer,

IIT.

It is on the question of mass work,
a most important guestion to us active
Communists used to fAeld work, whose
very life mediom i3 the working elass
te which woe are Indizsolnbly bonnd, it is
on this guestion that we most heartily
welcome your statement: "I am ready to
admit that your group wonld be able in
that respect to compléte the work of
the Amerfean League” What an enor-
mons difforenee betwoen this  atatement
anil the attitude of the leaders of the
Communist League of Amerfen? It was
this false view of the leaders of the Com.
munlat Leagne which more thon anything
elge, we believe, has aliennted many
honest workers and Communiats from
the Left Opposition of the T, 8.

In thiz connection permit me to stress
the fuct that the leadership of the Amer-
feam League ln porsulng the sectarlan
palicies {(sectarian in the worst sense of
the word) has been gullty not merely
of faillng to apply principles which it
did not “thesretieally™ deny, but of
groas theoretleal errors as well, errors
totally o disharmony with the Left Op-
position agnd which only strengthened its
Talse e,

In agreeing with you that we can com-
plete the work of the American Lesgoe
we do not wish to deny that in the course
of existence we hare made some serious
errorsd both in our gemeral program (for
example on the Labor Party guestion,
onr mistake in alowing the impression to
get abroad that we wished a bloe with
the Right wing, and our mistake in 1gnor-
ing on certain questions the great eritical
aetivity alveady done by the Left Op-
positlon, ete.) and In our practice. How-
ever we do afliem that you must reeog-
nize that on the whoele we are part of
the Left Opposition pod belong inside §G

You write that we “must keep clearly
in mind that the road to the Internation-
al Left Oppoesition leads throwgh  the
American Leagne” We have always
fought for cleser relations with the Am-
efican League. As long ago as Iecem-
ber 31, 1931 we made the following pro-
posals bo the Amgrican Toague:

“1. That jolnt membership mectings
be beld to diseuss the differences between
both organizations . . |

“2. That apecial place be allotted in

paginds most be put forth not in o 8ec- both the Class Strugele and the Militant
tarian manner but on the basle of active  for articles from representatives of both
pariielpation In the entire life of the proups . . .

proletariat.

In this respect permit us to state that
wo have endorsed the organizationnl
sintntes worked out by our representa-
tlve, tomrade Weisbord, during hia dis-
cugsfona with you and that we are send-
ing you farthier g special report on the
condltion of the sections of the Inter-
national Left Opposition embadying cer-
tain recommendations that we believe can
old the situation.

Finally we must declare the actions
of the Commuanist League of Ameries
have materially contributed to the sharp-
neas of our critlcism. Ouar collaboration
has been steadily rejected, no aid glven
us when onr class enemlea attacked uas,
we have been ridiculed in 8 most vulgar

“4. That opporinnity be glven in the
Forums conducted by both groups for
spenkers of each group to state  thelr
positions . . .

"4, That both organizatlons cooperate
as closely as possible in all onited front
activities and rolly to muival defence
when attecked hy capltalist forees . . .
In all united fromts it is necessary not
only to separate Communiazm from Aen-
shevism as a whole but to separate the
Communiats of the right from those who
adhere to the views of the Imternational
Left Oppozition. Im all  united fronts
where other labor organlzations are pre-
sent, both gronps showld strive to effect
& unified policy agreeable to both groups
and to agl as a wnit."

—
When Marz amd Fagels issued the
“Communist Manifesto” in 1845, Japan

wins =Lill ln it dark ages of Dowdalizm,
ghut In #s & hermit nation to hold back
the threatening lnundation by the rising
tide of world economy. Today we must
amplify the first sentence of the “Mani-
festo,” Less than o century oafter ita
fzanance, a scant siztyfour yenrs after
the beginning of the moedern era  in
Japan, the speetre of Communlam haunts
Asgig gs well a3 BFurope, And im fact the
apectre ‘hoas materialized and taken on
flesh and stands with & foot in either
continent, so that even as Japan reaches
maturlty as & world capitalist power,
world economy glready includes within
itgelf at least the framework of a more
idvanced stage of society.

Under the direct influence of the “in-
dependent reality  of world  ‘economy™.
Japan, the Jast of the powers to abolish
feudnlism, has ltself become one of the
capltalist powers, The unpreécedented
apead with which this process osturred
has been the admiration of those bour-
geols wreiters who attribute the "success-
ex" of Japanese capitallsm to the planful
forcsight of ita rulinmg class. An ¢xam-
Ination of this planned economy will
throw light on the present relation of
forces in Japan and will serve to con-
frast Japanese with Boviet Russian plan-
il ecomoy,
post-feudal Japan will not come amiss
ag a starting point,

The Feudal Period

When In 1853 Commodore Perry Enock-
ed at the gates of Japan with his cannon
balls In the Bay of Uraga, ordering them
opened in the name of the rapldly-ex-
pandlng Amerlean capitalism, he found
Japan in thv rotten-ripeness of o stag-
nant feudallsm. More than two centur-
fes earller & new shogun (the Emparor's
chamberlain) hads brought to a close the

period of perennial warfare

A pleture of fendal and|

lts Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism

and the D:ulnpm:nt of the Proletariat
By Jack Weber

rival military lords struggling for sup-
remacy. Hisx tamily, the Tokugawas, suc-
corded in maintaluing the “grent peace™
amang the “weltering masa of fendal
atoma” until the Emperor's Restoration
in 1868, Bimuoltaoeously with the estab-
lishment of the Tokugawa shogunate the
cutire Japanese feudal  structure  was
threatensd by the inroads of Portuguesc
tradors and missionaries. The Introdue-
tion of the cannon and the muosket was
not the only consequence of the lmpact
with Buropesn clvilization that aronsed
the fears of the ruling eluss for its pre-
sarvation. One reault of the trade with
the buecaneer-merchants was the rapid
draining of gold from Japan in exchonge
for sallver, the ratio between the twao
belng one to four as against one Yo
aixteen in Burope, Shortly too the sil-
vier wiasg in danger of exhaustion as Japan
hnd little to offer In trode excspd copper.
The spread of Christianity disturbed thie
entire identionnl bazls of fendallem and
when a Portugoese sea captain frankly
boasted that the missionaries were mere-
ly the advance gnard whose function it
wig to undermine the existing authoriitsq
aag that the Portuguess could step In and
role, the shogun prompély closed the
country toe all bt o Umited number of
Duech and Chinese mepchants, at the
sume time decrecing a death peoalty for
any Jap who tried to leave the country,
The Tokugawa Shogunate (1603 to I568)

The feudal system is essentinlly a form
of mwilitary dictatorship over peasants.
Itz economy is o barter economy and, in
the eage of Japan, its wealth waz reckon-
el in bushels of ries. Takimolo states
in the “Economic History of Japan™ that
in the latter part of the Tokugawn era
the annuial prodoection of rliee was 143,-
322,000 tushels. Of this amount 102308 -
0y went to the feadal londs. The Tok-
ugawas assessed a 509 tax on the re-

between| mainder, Ieaviog 20470000 bushels for
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We belleve that in the framework of
the Left Opposition we shall be able,
in a loyal and helpfol way, to struggle
for that viewpolnt which can round out
the work of the American Sectlon and
help it lkve up to its historle mission,
Wi ask that vou and the varions sectlons

of the Left Opposition aid wa in  this
tazk.
We ecannot elose withouwt expressing

oir warm appreciation for the hoaapltabla
and friendly reception given "our repri-
spntative, and for the gutegraphed photo.
graph and greetings which you have sent
uz, We are confdent that our discus-
siong will substantinlly contribuate to our
formal entrancde into the ranks of the
Bolshovik-Leninizts,

—Communist League of Stroggle.

P.M.U. Under Sharp
Attack

{Contloued from page 1)

heee clublings, heating of women and
children and intimidation of all kinds
are rife, o relgn of terror  slmilar tc
Britnin's Blacks and Tans during the
Ivizh revolution, The bosses well know
that to lose these conoties will change
the pleture of the mioers, will bring the
miners from the defensive to the offen-
glve and open up a new phase of the
clozs stroggle. In all towns, mast mest-
ings are being beld and when the speak-
efs call for a return to Fraoklin Ce.
there 1z vociferons applanss

The Leland Hotel in Springfeld is the|
headguarters of Lewis and bis open gun-
men whe are Ilmported from all parts
of the country. Bix striking miners were
shot hy those thugs at Braidwood Thures-
day asz they wore sitting by the road-
#ide, In their frengy at the growth of
of the pew uofon the bosses stop at
nothing.

From New York, while Lewls was
negotinting with the anthraclte operat-
org to put over m 25%% reductlon In the
wagrs of the hard eoal miners, he sent
a telegram te  one Charles HRBohanan,
hand pleking him a8 president of a local

' daimyos numbered 437 at the end of the

hire, The telegram was most landatory
of Dohanan's rare gqualitics, honesty, in-
tegrity, and loyalty to the 10 M W. A
Only it dide't work., Bohanan came
with the telegram to the P. M. A, head-
aquarters sayving that he couldn't e brib-
od. Lewis has bot few iricks lefi.

The Militant iz playlug an important
role in this battle, It s the only rev-
olutionary organ with a eorrect polley
in the feld. The more militant and Teft
wing miners peruse It and fight for the
policy it proposcs, one that fhe new un-
ien must follow if 1€ I3 going to march
on the road fo victory by broadening
the unite] front oz proposed by the
Communist League of Amerlea, The Left
Opposition iz continueusly gainlog  in
preafige becanse it gareles the bannar
of Communizm aloft, The tnsk  wonld
b ea=ior but for the blundera of the
Atalinist borenuerscy. Despite evervthing
we forge ahead. —CARMODY,

RUSSIAN BULLETIN

The two Intest [ssues of the Hussian
Bulletin have Just arrived. These are
numbers 23 and 20-30, Both  nombers
are extremely important ones, dealing
with fhe Iatest developments In Bovlet
ceonomy, the aitustion in the Commun-
ist Inmternatlonal and the activities of the

We agk all eomrades to send thele or-
ders In immedintely, since there are only
i Hmited number of each issne on hand.
Orders for coples of the Rossian Bl
letin  shonld be acompanted with eash.

the peazant producers, The great fendal
tords, the heads of great clans, called

era. Thare were 420000 samurals or
military retainers whose famlilles and
gervants brought the number of non-
produweers entirely dependent on the lords
te well over one  million. The entlre
population nombered 27000000, the vast
majority pensants,

Deapite the intense exploitation of the
poasantry, the daimyos, with few excep-
tlons, eenld not malntain thelir establish-
ments without defieits met by borrowing
from the rlasing merchant class, Fre
aquently enough the debts were wiped out
by the simple expedient of confiscatlon
of the entire wealth of the rich merchant.
The zamurals were so deeply in debt that
genral eepudiations of debts were com-
mon, Thus the shogun  declared all
debia of samurais null and void in 1716,

Evidently money coonomy was growing
ap slde by side with the bacier economy.
Thi mopey vconomy whose beginnings
traced back many centuries o Japan,
gecured & firm hold  through foreign
trade, although barter continued to exist
slde by side with it up to 1876 when the
aratem of expreszing wealth In terms of
bushels of rice was abandoned, In fact
tende had not cessed with the decresing
of secnlgion.  Down to 1700 the Dutch
exported from JFapan a total of 100,000,
00 1ba, of copper. At the end of the
18th century they were still  exportiog
RO OO Ths, & year and the Chinese were
then sending to China from Japan 1 1-2
milllon ks, a year. SHeveral ‘“‘progrea-
sive” fendal lords were enricled by en-
gaging in thiz trade

The Peasanis

Terrlble ns had beem the lot of the
pensants before the Tokugeawn ora thelr
sufferings became Indeseribable during
this period, “Even in normal tlmes, the
peasanta did not have emough to live on
They ate the cheaper grains and potatoes,
and wery seldom  tasted the rice they
produced, for 6 was taken away as tax,
and what little was left théem had to be
solid 4o get neeessary money,™ Tnder
fewdsl economy crop shortages wera the
most frightful calamity (just as over-
abumianee for the market B the contras
dictory capitalist calamity). From 1880
to 1840 there were 22 famines,—very de-
giructive of human life. The famines

e

Congress at

(Continued from poge 2)

“L The comrades of the Greek or-
ganleations, beeapse of pollce and finan-
clal dlfeulties, had to forego sending one
of thely own active members to thie Con-
gress: they sent their eredentials to com-
rades of thelr political tendency, and If
is In the name of the thousands of work-
era grouped around them that we express
curselvis here,

“2 0o the guestion of the Aght agninst
war, the Greek weterans, the wounded,
the revolutlonary workers have o doc-
trine based om the revolutlonary action
of those amoug them who, when sent in
1917 amd 1918 Into SHoviet Ruoewmin, frot-
ernized with the Hed Army  which
breathed life into the Communist anti-
war concept: the transformation of the
imperialist war into a <ivill war, under
the guidance of Lenin and Trotsky.

“2 On the convocation of this Con-
greas, we consider that it can have posl-
tive results only to the degree to which
it can disengage itself from these de-
bates, we think that peace depends on
civil war, that civil war dependa  upon
the proletariat's capaclty for action, and
that this capacity for actlon depends
haslcally upon the unity, the strength
und the correct orientation of its van-
guardd. That 18 why wo assert that it
Ia the duty of the C. I, which was born

msterdam

a =lgn of protest, Aolinler, 1 French
Trotakylst, attempted, by atineks against
the Znd Infcornmtionnd, (o jostify his pro-
posil—rthe anktieation of the two inter-
matlonals,  Molinfer s gpeech ended in A
indignant elamor.

“Dima Koponlos got on the fribunal
and anpounced that Molinier wag not a
delegate of the Greek war vetoerans nor
aof any ofther organlzation, He protested
apainst Molinier’s specch in the nnme aof
these Greek comradez, (Vigerons ap-
plause),”

It iz well to note that the proposal at-
iributed by a slanderons cynle to Molinier
actually was made at the Congress. The
proposal was made by Nicole, and it re-
celved the wigorons applonse of the
French delegation, As  for  Kopoulos'
provoentive speech, it wies an impodent
slander which had to be dispozed of Im-
mediately before Aligliold, Justice was
denlt ouk by the Credentlnls Committes,
which could not—and for good reason—
eontest the eredentinls of the Greck or-
ganizationa. After this speech, BRorbugse
tonk the Noor for o short fimie and =aid
e wos opposed to “the aeflon he had
undertaken falling under the power of any
party or fraetlon of a .party”” This
spirech, which slgnallzed the obliteention
of the Commuonizt party in the anti-war
struggle, the French enmrades, in thelre

In the struggle agalist the socialist be-
irayal of 1014, to take the imitlative In
summoning a common congress of all
proletarian organizations, In order to
make the massca deceived by soclal pa-
triotlam and pacifism come over into the
camp of defeatiam and clivil war. This
road outlined by Lenin amd Trotsky is
the rofd we nrge.

“4, In the serfes of debates, this Con-
gress has uncovered fatal wanta Pael-
flam muost be condemned and those who
intend to defend the U, 5. 8. B with their
lives must be separated from those who
geck notorlety by talkin about its de-
fense, The weakening of capitalism, the
proletarian dictatorship, the true defense
of the 10, 8 8 R are subordinated to
that

“5, The organlzations we represent ss-
sorted thieir concept by giving thelr cre-
dentiale to thls Congress to  tWo  men
wham the represslon apgainst thelr in-
tramsigeant revolutionary struggle has
denied admittancde to this Ennﬂl:'m.

“me of them was for severnl years
Hoviet Hussla’s ambassador to DParls;
but French imperialism, the blosdhopnd
of the connter-revoluntion, domanded his
recall becnuse Christinn Rakovaky slgned
a manifesto nrging the conversion of im-
periallst war into oivil war.

“The gecond was Leanin’z companion in
arma In the decisive momenta of 18017—
Trotsky, who vitalized the proletariat's
anawer to war hy organizing and lead-
Ing the Hed Army to victory.

“Theza two nnmes, the names of thou-
ennds of Fussian Holshevik-Leninistg=—
are the expression of the program we
urge upon the Congross—Loyally to Len-
inlsm™

Every word of Mollnler's specch was
clearly heard. The consistent Commun-
fatz of the French delegation, who had
acclaimed o toleraled Patel and Dahlet
could not for long tolerate tos wolee
of the Left Opposition ; they drowoed out
ita end with hisses,

The silanderers Bualletin of the Con-
gEresz relates this speoch as follows :

“Molinler, who had credentlals from
ithe Greek wer veterans, despite every ef-
fort of the I'residinm membera, did not
snecetd in making himself heard above

the uproar which the assembly made as

typhoons, volcanoes, Insects~but the
suffering was due to the low stage of
sovinl organlzation, & stage in  which
eage of communicaton s not desired and
rofds are made impassable o prevent
invasion by neighboring eoemies. Des-
peratlon often drove the pessants (o rlot
for rliee. Fifty such rlots are recorded.
Five riota of national sdops oocurrdd
betwesn 1830 and 1840

Buch poverty and misery kept the
population stationary  thronghout this
peried. It ia recorded indeed that dor-
ing the frst decade of the 1Mh century
the peasant population decreased by
1,400,000 due primarily to deaths by
gtarvation, althe a small part of this de-
crease wias due to the feelng of peasants
to the towns Under such conditions io-
fanticide was gpo commopn that ln many
digtricta only boys were raised and In
others it was the custom to kill 2 out
of every O bables. Near MNagano the
large rock still stands where old women
past the age of unselolness were exposed

la div,
The Restoration

Tha moest powerful rlvals of the Tok-
ugawas were the wealthy Choshu and
Satauma clang, both hnear the seacoast
and both of whom has learned more of
the arta of the West than any other
groups In Jupan, Just before the aboli-
tion of the feudal syetem the Satsumas
had lmported the latest cotton spinning
miachinery with GMM spindles from Eng-
land, thereby starting the first great in-
digtry In Japan. These clans headed a
revolt for the overtheow of the decadent
Tokugnwis and for the restoration of
the Emperor, nominal everlord for many
centuries, around whom had grown the
nsual nomerous mytha of divimity., Un-
wittingly, Com. Percy, by hia “visit"”
Belped these clans end the shogunate.

The New Militanisi Bureaucracy

Lengthy as this historleal outline may
appear, It is essentlal to an iofelligent
nnderstanding of modern Japan, In the
Tokugawa regime, control was exerclised
by n fendal bureaucracy with the Em-
peror a8 g flgurehead. With the much-
heralided HRestoratior of the Emperor in
change in form but remained exactly the
gnme in easence, a3 It had to sinee the
ruling cless had not changed. The Fm-
‘peror stll  remained a fgurehead for

were caused by floods, droughts, frosts, ! g,

blindneszs, applawded nz hard as  they
cenld,

THE CONGEESS APPAERATUS KUNS
AWAY WITH THE “FINAL VOTE”

O the last day of the Congress, the
seqnence of 2peccheos wos brosquely  ine
terrapted by thie anncsuncement that the
FPresldium was goelng into sesslon, The
manifesto drawn by Barbusse, who was
convineed in advance that the Congress
must close with o unonimons act, had
bean diztribated the night hefore.  The
Prealdivm  just bavely brought itself to
& few siylistle corpeetions which were
to ratify the agreemept between Patel
amd AMurneznberg, between Aadome Tae-
hene amd Cachin, between Fonteony and
Katayama. Harbusse rend the doco-
ment. The Left Opposition's delegation,
which had never censed o profest against
the gngging of the dlscussion and the
pacifist confusion of the procecdings, was
Eronped arowed the fool of the tribunal,
where it vigovously demanded a discus-
gion and the reading of the resolution it
had submitted,

It was surrounded by the strong-nrm
suad, which endenvored forelbly to ime
pose gllenee upen it.  In the tumult, they
proceeded fo a vole by show of hands
The comrades of the Feft Oppositon,
arrayed In vigorous preotest, demanded
the nogafive vode; the six votes of the
Laft Oppozitlon were the only onea cast
agninst the Barbusse manifesto. The
detegation immedintoly aubmitted a stabe-
mient explaining itz vote. .Those wvoles,
delivered before the entire Congress, Were
recorded in the Congress Bulletin and in
Monde. TUp to thizs very day the official
party press has concealed them from the
workers. This vote Is the first wonnd
from which will ultimately perish the
paralyzed confusionist apparatus for the
actlon of the proletarint against lmperial-
fat war and agninst the enpitalist olass
that was constituted by the Rarbusse-
Muengenberg Congress.,
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religious purpeses, the actunl pow-
er passing over to the new milliavists of
the sgecessfal eclaps, the Chosha and {he
Butsuma in particular, The daimyos and
the samurais of these clans formed the
new buregucracy that ushered in capltal-
ism under the leadership of feudal lords.
Feudallsm was abollehed buot the lords,
now peers of the realm, retaloed most
of their lamd amd were compensaled by
a bond l=suc for fthe small part relin-
Nuished, and the samurals were granted
a state penalon as well a8 a sum of
money outright, Feodallsm was aholish-
el ot military dictatorship remaing to
this day. To the wvictors belong the
#pedls ond so from 18GS5  to 1912 the
snmurals of the Chosha clan bad eom-

plete control of the modern conscript
army which they organized. Almost in-
variably the generals have been Chog-
his.  Bimilarly the S2atsaumnas, who had
to play sevcond fiddle hecnuze of o prema-
ture attempt fo invede and annex Korea,
ern nwnvy, Almest every admiral has beon
& BEntsuma. With minor cxeeptions (hese
clans contribiuted between them the mem-
bership of that extra-constitutional body,
the Genro or Elder Btatesmen, who do
not give counsel but dictate his polley
to the Emperor, Trae, elements of dem-
oeruey exist toduy in Japan but it need
only be recalled that the male workers
(over I5) were granted the vobe only In
1926, "exerci=ing this right for the firat
time in 1828, to realize the role played
by the milltary bureancracy at the pre-
gent time, The shadow government hards
Iy conceals the malled fist. Under the
Constitution the Minlster of War practi-
¢ully controls the ¢abinet, By resigning
he forees the resignatlon of the entire
cabinet (or parllnmentary adminlstrative

body) since no enbinet s permitted to
funetion without a AMinister of War who
nat be elther o general or an admiral,
No general or admirgl will consent to
become Alinlster without the consent of
his confreres.  IPer contra the Minister of
War need not resign with the rest of
the cabinet. Tn short the military cllque
form a class apart, “responsible” only to
the Emperer, that 1s, to themselyves, Theps
glaring contradictlons in Japaness “dem-
oeraer™ became the foens of attention in
the Invasion of Maochoria and Chinm.

(To be ocntinued )




