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Weisbord's Reply to Trotsky's Letter

Comrade Trotaky:

The Communizt Leagoe of Strugzgle hns
carelully cousidercd your lu=t letter to
ogr orgunization, In  considerivg  this
letter we also had before us the report
of our representatlve,  comeade  Albert
Welsbord who has just returned from
iz visit to youn and to the varions Sec-
tiaps of the Left Opposition.

We are very happy to note that friend.
live relations hoeve been able (e be osinh-
Hshed o] we feel that much mizander-
spapding hos been wipsl away  aml A
giaetbe] o=l labd for the entvanes of
s organksation o the Left Oppasition
taroongh wwification with the Commonist
lasague of Amerio.

Ludt mew letter has, ficst of ol cleared
the wretnd of o good deal of matter that
stonell i rhe way of our mutual coming-
fo-gether amd hos taken an entlrely il
repont approach to as. No loonger ore
anr vlews =0 misnnderstood thar we are
charged with deriding publizhing work
ol ajeeing muss aetlon o propaganda.
So longer is thee cliopge made that we arc
connected with Tandou in Euvope or with
Laovistone In Americn. In this respect we

Coare alse happy to nole that many of the
reasons glven by the leaders of the Am.
erlean League agaius=t n=,  have boen
fgnmored by von amd thoas taeitly  repudl-
ated. Neo longer, for example, s the
eclinege muade that we want to help Ghonnod]
g Dealis, that we are opportuulst on the
ape=tion of Cling, thar we belong with
F'me (wha has wow, we hear, Jodned the
Hoclallst Partyy efe,  Ouite the conirary

wie are glad to learn that thongh the top’

fogders of the Amerienn Teagoe aided
people whae weecked  onre headguariers
sned stade eur library sl documents and
even now  weltome thesa wieckers  at
thedr preetings, miud thowgh one of these
leaders had delared thut only the rope
conld Le the medimn bedween us nnd that
wie goeted ax agenis Dlowing the whistle
for the pollee, you have weleomed our
regresentative ol in your letter opened
the door for ontramee into the Laoft Op-
peosition. Om oy part we shall do all wa
vttt to Juln forees with the Lefy Opposl-
Liirn.

First of all we wish to admif that on
tlee question of the Labor Party we made
i serious erfor in that our group hod

declared o It genernl  theses: “The
Commntdts al this t ke eapeeinily
mnst st drop the =kgan of o Labor
Pariy.™

{mr errur was sevious in that o oenll-
ime for che formation of the Labor arty
wie woere muking the same error, In oo
sense, px e Right wing and the Comin.
tern had made o itz varlows adventures
i which it hoad denied the leglilmate
vole of the Parly and hoad acted 9= coolles
for the reformists,

up group hod faken the following
position
1, The Earopeanization of  American

politic must bring nbout an  Inevitable
amd  tmminent development of @ mAss
party of workers dlest il 1o chonge the
political face of the 1. 8. Historically,
gitch 1 masa party hasz tnken theee forms,
namely, & Socinlisr parey. o Communist
party, and o Labor party. Theé questlon
i arkses what form Is prolable as the
next step in the political hlstory of the
working cluss In the United Btafes, where
theres §s st present po mass Socialist
party or Commuonist iy and 'lil'l_i"rt' s
red the Lobor parly dors not exist?

2 There Iz no guestion that the great
ahnpepening of the luner and outer con-
tradictions of Amerkenn eapltalism glvea
thie B=iz for a teuscne== of relntionships,
n testivesw=s of the mass which con ¢n-
able hoth Comnmini=ts aml Socialista to
grow greatly, It i= a fact, however, that
desplte the  zrént  aml  waprecedented
severity of the erisk amd of s effects,
the Amerienn working  masses  have
fought =hy of hoth (leese parties or have
nast Besen |_~f'f||-1;,'[ih"1.-|].' riqached II"F it 1.
Muweh o growth of a revolutionary Come-
munlt party ix coriainly not out of the
auestion this depewds both on the sharp-
ening of fhe  caplinli=t  eontradicrions
and the policy of the Communists—nor
i= the formation of o Tabor party nevit-
abslee, Neverthoeless the existing siluntion
i= snch that the Ameviean workers will
be eompellsl o take independent polit-
i mction of their own =0 as to try
te  counferpose thelr cliss interests o
thase of the bonrgeslzie oand to steive
to amelioente thele conditions. That such
politlenl wetion may very likely take the
form of o lLabor jorfy can be seen by
e great movement for a Lahor party
which sprung up after the lax ervlsls in
the Tnited Btates in 1021,

A The fovwation of o Labor party ot
il present (ime would ek a great slep
forward for the Anmrican working elnss,
Thiz [= troe precisely becayse the pre-
sent =lination <hows It wonld be formed
ot duwe primarily to the great growth of
omrmiil=m  in Amferlen which the em-
povers fenr and wizh to forestall, but
primarily os g sympom of the beglnoing
lefiward dreift of the maxses who are
St lusbonesd by demoecracy nod still
mnksled by Feformists and whoe form o
soparale Labor party desplte the bonurs
proishe,  Hotlrely different from n S0
cinlist party, 1be Loaboy party in its i@-
ception s really not g Party at all buot
i smorphic iss movement.  Ino fack,
thie Labwe guerty, o ane sense, can bo
pomeefvad g2 an Integrated series of and-
tel fronts by which ihe masses launch
thelr own Inilependent  =troggle  against
th bourgeoizie an evorg-day concrabe
nuestions,. The labor  party  although
serving o= @& bareier ro Commoanism yet
under the present girenmstances =efs the
maz4ez agninst the will of its reformisr
lepdar<, on e foad toe overeomilng (hoso
vory  parrlers of refernizm. This nam.
orphic pelitieal maz2  movement  called
the Labor party serves w2 an areng with-
in which the Communizts can wrest the
ma=aes frmn the reformigts"

Where wo made our.error wns o con-

“ding from these premlscs, the general

“hich we still hold to be correct,
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Statement of the Communist!

Lﬂg ue of Strugglt
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thoat it was veee=gery for the Common-
== o help arganize that Labor pariy.
What we failed to rfealize was that the
Labor party was an - amorphogs  mass
movement thal maplilly beeame o PARTY,
that it wos more than an Integrated ser-
s of nnited fronts but o PARTY, or
po el iU nnotber way, we falled to real-
fwe tha in INTEGRATING this serles of
miaited Ceond< we were crenting another
FAIRRTY, reformnist and dual o the Com-
munixt. We falld to understand that
ull united feonts ereabed by s must b
apecific and definite, while & lLobor party
i o PEREMANENT orgaolzstlon  with
ubins that vary, an organizgation that to
the mas<es carrles an enticely different
meaning than ordinary unlted front. In
this respect your recent article on the
Lakor party question has proved  of
grear value in correcting these errors in
the poaition of the Cormmunist League of
Btrugghe.

It Is no mope fhe ta<k of the American
Communist= to organlze a pelity-bourgesisa
iy stonding between the hourgeolsie
wigd the peoletariag in the form of @
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Fawhor pariy, than [ wonld havie l&sn
for the Chinese Commumigis  to have
felgwsd orgnnize the Huo Min Tang in
China. The Kua Min Tong also symbaol-
sl the  Buropeanlzation of  polities-
Chinese polities—and it also historically
marked a progresaive step forward for)
the Chiness mas<sez and provided an
arengn Cor Communizm (as  Indeed 0t
might e congelved that even the ereation
of 4 Soclulist party might do In some
conntrles) vet  history  huas dl:u:'lsti"-'l"trl
shown us what criminality It would be
if the formation of such o KEuo Min Tang;

tor hypothetieal Socialist party)  were,
due 1o the actions and propaganda of
thie Commnnizi  themselves,

A party exists for the selzure of power,

Every worker Enows that. To ask him to
orgunize o Labor Party b3 Inevitaldy to
give nim the conception that the Labor |
party s the justroment for selzure of
power. Such a concepdion paves tle way
fur all the monstrous erimes commitged
Iy HStalinism and the RIght wing.

However, wo must declare that n your
astter 1o ug we belleve you have m‘itif-!
lze s D00 3evorely,

You must know that!
Cop v LWo VeRrs, up Lo very recently,
the Communist League of America also
Boad the saome slogans as we did on the
Lalor party questlon, changing its thisis |
ouly at its last national conférence. Yet
all that time, the Labor party question
wit= il vonsidered o declsive oo, cops,
able of barring o group from the Left
Npposition smd §t was  not, ltherefore,
bacanse of ihis question (hat the Com-
muiist Jongue of Amerlen or the Infer-
maallonal Seerelaring nr Arst wejecied col-
luboration with wse.  For the first ilme,
then, through voor letler (o us, we have
learued that you conshifered this gues.’
tiemn m declslve one, .

In respeser b0 this matter of “decisive
quextions” permil us to add that there
e oihior questbons which we consiler
discl=ive and whivh xoun shonld pot o
the Amerfcan League, To mention only
twn of these questions: Is # so “deck-
Alve” that a lLesgue shounld be ron by
prropbe who velintarily turn  over  ihe
Aames ool adieesaes of  members  and
apmpeithizers, subseribers to thelr paper,
i the United Stabes government? T« it
nol “idecsive™ that om swch a  barning
aquestlon in the United States as  the
Negro questlon, the  Amerkenn Loagne
mivw for elose to four years has token no
officin]  podtion, faking the ground It
must “zindy the questlon” (greéeat con-
solation to the struggling Negro masses)y 7

Certainly all gquestlons canm Le *“deci-
<lve” onee they are developed and ox-
panded upon and brought info general
relutinn with the general theoretleal
program of the orgunization. But what
must be kept in mind in relation to the
Labor party gquiestion In America Is:

1. There was no large-scale move.
ment for n Labor party actually belng
orgunized amwl that our error therefore
wax econcerniog a eentigeney rather than
an actuality and thi= made it easier for
ux 1o fall into error,

11 was never the posttlon of the
Commnnist Lengne of Struggle to hebave
even remotely as Htalin in acting as the
conlle fof the Rua Min Tang. We have
conatantly stressed the peceasity and
hiztoric independent role of the Commun-
st party. 1t was our intention to wtil.
fge the Lahor party movement for the
buliding op of a stvong  Commanist
party  that would =oon liguidate and
make antlquated the Fahor party rather
than that we should hecome subordin
ate to it. We nevier had the theory that
“hand in hand with the Koo Min Tang”
jor Labor partyy wo would nmecomplizh
the revolution. For ns the Labor party
waa e s=ubstitate  for & Communist
party. Roather have we constangly stress-
wd that only by o relentless fight AgRinst
the opportunism embodled in o Labor
parly wonld the workers he able to cross
over the bridee the Lahor party offercd
thiern, and move to (he Proletarinn Rev-
alution,

However, sinea the Labor party woas
not actually formed we were not ahle
to show in pracilee how entirely different
our whole coneeption and  action  was
from that of the Right wing.

Finally we must declare our confusion
an the guestion of the Tabor party was
wlsg due to the fact that the Comintern
in the time of Lonin hod taken o position
similar tn oura not only in regard to
Great Tritain: but apecifeally and cons
erctely In rvegard to Amerlen and  the
Ameriean Tabor Party. Inm the lght of
these specifie decislons of the Fourth
Congress of the Communist Joternational
which we believed correct we felt we
could not change our views at least with-
out & long and thorough discussion with
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fhe leading =ectloneg of the International
Left Oppositlom. which we have only
just pnow had rhe opportumity fo have.
We canpst be condémnist [or being laoe
In revising onr views when yon yourself
hate nuly l'l_'l'!l:l!I'T_F writben on [he =il
pect, not hoaving meoatloned it even In
your [rst letier to s,

We eunnot leave thls jmportast goes-
tion of rhe Labor perty wilihoot calliog
attewtlon 1o sevoral errofs o (he posi-
tion of the Communist League of Am.
ericw. The Amerienn League, in its lost
thesls, hos declaved that the guestton of
o Labor party has lesd of a thoely =ig-
nifivanee thun o the past. How cuan this
positien e teconelled with your opinfon
that ithe guestion of ithe Labor party hos
fow become decigive for the Amcerican
groups sdboring to the Left Opposition?
e the Americin League belleve that
the Furepeanization of American politics)
which youw have stresscd as Immineot
will takc only the form of mass Hoolal-
fst awl Communist pacties ps in Gers

any? Huch an analyals §s far from o
realistic appreclation of the ﬂ.merlcuul
situation ut the present time aod i far.
from belng born out by the facts. The
Commtnist League of Strugglht  wishes
lere to relterate lis view that for from
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The Elections in Greece

Left Opposition Holds Aloft Banper of International Communism

bilitles, mever utlllzed by the 3tallolsts,

for the large growth of the Communist !

puety, in the U, 3., but certainly also
fn rhe ilght of preseut day fucts and
condition= in. Americn we can Dot agrnse

ihat  the moest  probable  pecapective Lo
which we eao tiurn i= that e Laber
party, ke the Zoabotes  Unioos  aoder

the C(wnr, will be orgonized moalenly as
i deliberate move against Comonunism,
Asowe see Ameriean conditions: tmiay (o=
marrow may compel  another  amnalysis

b=l on Bew world eventsp owe can dog

clure that ont of the grear complex of
govinl forees leading to the formatlon of
a I.abor purey, e primary ]wlﬂillg foirises
will e the swovemsent of  the  worklng
clugs o The befi o fhe pocid of Dadegeene
dent politien]l  ela<s action aguin<  the
capilnli=tz aud even 0 such a0 nesooeat
wera Lo have in 00 enpitali=r elenents who
pre primarily conceroed in atilizieg the
Labor party, agains=t  Communi=m  and
even §f those conscious  anti=Counmaniz
element= were dominant, yet thie Labwor
party moevement it=elf would be unleash-
g those very forces desthoed fo over.
throw ol ot Oommundst  plans. Tu
conelvie of the Labor party primaelly as
n movement carefully controlled by eage
ftallsts wmgl formed 6 mes? The MeDRoE
of Communbim Tuther than primacily as
a sponfuneons movemeat of the woerkers
apolost the capitalisis is to distort the
pictnre, Taking such a view, we bolleve

it was Incorrect for the American League)

The beglunlug of thls voear witnes2ed
e dntensilteativan of the ori=i= in Gireeee,
with no prosga=et of amelioration, sice
tlhe ammin® revenses of the counfry @ ex
portgtlon of tolaeeo and valsing, drafis
frome the bnolzrant=  of Amerlea  de
croased and e wein industrey, shipplog,
bs erippled Ly the ek of world trade.

Premler Venizelos, the fmons lackey
of Eritish and Fronch hngarinlism, vain.
Iy auppenled to bi= mosters for & lonn in
wider o oaeect e pavieent= of amortiza-
tion o Emlere<t on (e State's delts,
I spite of his demmatie appeaks | possl-
Dility of o Cownsei=t dlcewtorship i
case lwe fall<) bis masters did aet need
hiw serviees as Chisy Al daring the war
aud  after, when be enlho=iatieally sup-
prerctedl the Frenel deneral Siafl with a
few Ureck divizions in orler to help
eiush o prolofarvisn fatheriond ;. and
thevefore 1hay lutilll}' Ignored him.

The Bolshevik-Taninists (Archio-Mavx-
jabsy of Greeee fssued g Manifesto last
Alareh to the parcty and the working class
antliniog the events that fosk plig in
May with u cormst Marxian prognosks
i alresming the neeesity of unitlng the
worklng closs in workers’ councils In or-

besim  lissw imporiont. the Labor W‘H”m make it merely an “open quwliull"i“h}r to resist effectively the capitalist of-
question will tend o become €VEN MOTE whether, under sueh clreumstances the fensive. The Stalinists refu=cd any kind

nnd maore mportant fn o ranks of the
working class.

Your dheselwre in your stafement on the
Labor puerty qgue=tion that you cannot
affirm thar thwe creation of a Labor party
worlil be n progressive step in the T'nited
Hraves bewagse yvop do not know under
whot cifcumstamses such o party would
be crepred. 1i Is alko our position  as
will as yours that even §F iE sere objes-
tively & progresalve step It s pot onr
duty o help organige =such A party, or
proclalm lts progressivencsas, but on the
contrary, its nsuffclency amblgulty and
Hmltedness amd Its historical reles &s #@
hindrancee to the prolefarlan revolution,

Nevertbieless the guestion goes deeper
than a tactleal one. The guestlon stancs|
In what historieal perlod n American
polltles are we fn America at the present
time®  You imply that the more probable
perapective in America ig the hnge growth
of o Commuonlst party puiting sueh pres-
sare oin the employing olass that the
Labor party would be orgonlsed by cap-
Itallst wlements aolely a5 & Weapan

apnlnst the (Communist party.
We believe sach an anmlysis uwof
correct, Certainly there are groal possi.|

is

Coamnunista shonld poactieipace and work
within the Iabor parcy.

Of conrse, ns the. Labor party s not
orpanized yet in Amerlea, (his is musie
of the future ¥Yer we wizh o call to
vour attention thag the dmeriean Lengoae
has= inken an go-Lenbolst sl tlon on the
whale gquestion of the anited front, oven
thoungh on the Labor party suestion the
Amwerlean Lengwe did veanch o correct
conclusion, We have, for example, -
porkeld to yon how, eontrary o your op-
Inion, the Amerlean [eague = agninst the
fdea that the Communists in India zhould
enter the Indian Notionnl Revolutionary
Congress: how, contrary o your opision,
the American League failed to sem] dele-
gnivs fo genecral onplted front mectings
culled Ly labor orvgnnizations outslde the
Commutnd=t  pocty and hew it failed 1o
oFgnnize nnlied fronts where possible, IF
we have erred on the Labor party aques-
tion, It was olso Beeause we sealowsly
wished that the Laeft Oppeeitlon in A
eriea actively participnte in the Iife of
the Amerbiean working elasz aml  eoter
Inte all §fs conerebe hatiles,

i{To b cantinued )
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Outcome of the Belgian Miners” S trike

The Delgian warking-class Is ol present
engaged In oue of the grentest and most
important stroggles it has wilnessed for
years. The whole mining pproletariat s
siriking! To onderstond the full Impart-
ance of this fael, 1t i suficlent Lo Fe-
member that the conb-mining imlustry i
Belgiom ix one of the mosp lporiant uf
all.

For monihs, the owners, eleonraged
and sapported by the social trode 'uniunl
leaders” apathy and consent, were apply-
ing specessive cuts in wages. Mozt 0
the migers, moreover, were but working
four or five dave  week Hﬂl\'r'-lthﬂllfll'ldfj
ing ull the dangers of thelr  work, the
minees gnd their families were Heoevally
driven {0 poverty and want.

This sltuation couldn't last and when
n mew eul was to be applicd, the strike
broke out in =everal pits of the Rorin-
age, The frade anton leaders  did oot
advocate Ehe oxlen<lon of the sivike, but,
pissiing ahoad of their Ieaders’ teedcher-
gua advies, the miners of the rank and
fle, in the loeal sections of their trade’
unfon:, unanimously voted for the rltrll:l!';
and i+ extension o the other disfricis
nmil industries,

This elemeniary mass movenent  was
pol forcseen by the lenders, and it wnsn't
copdueted Ly them, it was imposed gpaen
them by the nghting will of the miners
themselves,  All that was left 1o the re-
formlsts wos to follow, and s0 they did,
trying by all means to regaln over the
miners the control that had slipped out
of their hamds=.

Strike Extends

The sirike was extending rapidly. With-
ot any direction at all, the miners, men
and women, orcupled the streets, march-
ing and evcling from one mining village
to another, o cofse work, In a few days,
all activity was stopped in the whole
disirier of the Borinage, the Center and
Charlerai, inelwding  the metallurgleal
works, glass factories, framwaymen, etc,
ete., nnd the strlke was  extonding  10-
wirds Lirge amd Brosselz, But thls mag-
nificent mass movement of solldarity of
all workers towards their brother minees,
wis to be brutally cut off by the soclal-
st leaders' freason whosd tactlies it ale
wava was to divide the working class
in struggle, Indducing it to Aght separ-
ately for lte own speclal elnims.  [ndeed,
as (be motal workers arrived ot o partial

L

agreement with the bosses ax to  their
wiges, and &8  EoMe  promisecs  Wert
made to the miners, the frade uanfon

fenders ordered the men back to work
and all workers, excent the miners, obe)y-
e, belng fared with the threat of not
recelving any stelke Indemnitics

Tty now, =till more than 100,000 mioers
are on strlke, gome of them sinece more
than iwe months, but their fight s
Iirought to a deadlock and their chance of
vietory preatly ondangered by the =o-
clali=ls’ manénvera.

From the begioning of the strike, the
represslon of the bourgeois government
brutally prevailed. Pollee forees, gend-
armery. and froops wereé massed in the
mining distriets, preventing manifesta-|
tions, savagely provoking and cven killing
several workingmen during street riota.
Eapeclally fierce wore the searches and|
arpests directed against 811 those =os-
pected of Communiam. Several membeTs

of the Conmnunist party ond the Opposi-
tlon were arpested.
A Lesson to tlwe Worloers

1t wis o great oceasion Tor fhe work-
Ing cluss to besiei mid see by isell whe
ite defenders are, capecially  for  the
vonung., who hadn’t even yer experivoesl
a great proletarion sirnggle, They can
now #ee Ly theneselives what the severnl
organbentions who pretend o group the
young workers with the aim of  fghting
for thelr plghteons claims, Deaivie donde

Tlher “Yonug Christian  Workees" o
gonlzation, numerlcally the sreatest youlh
organlzntion in Belgloom. depemdent o
the Cotholle party (eonservatibves s, af s
recent congriss, does’t even fhink it
peeesary bo mention the exisfones of o
wivike in Telgiom!?

The Young Socialisis teied, 11 most e

aulbd, to conduct an asutl-militarist ecam-
paign.  As In Belgivm mililary  =ervies
fa compul=ory, and  all young  men  wl

twonty have got to enter the army, and
wirre now obllged to patrol with mochie-
s b the mining villoges, aml cven Lo
pejilaee fhe working men like strike-break-
ers keeping e mloes b orepair pod
logeding coal wagons, U young Hoclal-
It apppealed o the soldivrs not fo slool

of woeoperation and eriminnlly neglected
to undertoke any sort of proparation, The
"stalindet4 conflivd  thelr  activities 1o
pinting &0 the police many  militant
Dppositionists, nml ssking the capitallst
Cwnflen o vemove from the prison eols
| Weetlves every  Archio-Marxist, neluding
apmie lnvalil eomradis,  Their sole eons
pern s the creation of artidcial bacriers
between he workers of the party and
thie el bonisge,

In thee menntinge the toaoecial  erisis
sharpened and Venizeloz  was forced on
April Zith to abandon the gold bosis of
deachmg angd Dhnmediately  an Infation
took ploce with the obwious result  of
sending  the price= of foodstuffs to the
sky withont n cvorresponding increase of
wiages,  The working masses  werfe an-
able to purchose even bread, [Hssatis-
fueliog wis brewlng amoeng the workers,
parer farmsers, winl sinfe employees and the
Opposition agrnin nrged e Stalinists (o
| form workers” conncll=, but to no avail,

i My many spostanecus upris-

[ & 1T T
Vings ook plaee i the agrarinn seetions
af the country, trnins were halted aod
i bugstie] Dy prensanbz. e roferni=ts call-
faml g gvweral sirike which embreaesd @ven
[ the Sate  employees, Veuizelos  was
[ foreed to vemizn amd his swecessor Page
Damasiagsion The leler of the Workers®
amd Furmiers® Party, got the so-nporarion
Carl Ml peformists amd enllid off the gen=
wral =irlke, us was  expected.  Sgund-
rons of the rili=h and  French  Dect
pashed to the ik waters ready  for
uiy Bwergency.  PapameEtassion wag e

fmpivis] by the big hourgeoizic s soon as

the eri=iz passed its danger polnt, Ven
Pewelos amderionk  agnin the  premiership
promi=ing to (e waEses o ge-rmr’n] olee-
thonn for Heptembor 25,

Faetory afler factory olosed fiu gatey
amd thusx tens of thonsands of workers
werr added to ihe nnempdered st Hyen
the Govermment™s puoblie works, the s0.
clled peoduetive work= aimed to absorb

it of the unemployed,  were  diseon-
thnesl. Thils voprecedented  erisis  em-
Draveasd thee ety =boeurgecisie  al=op  and

et gunvinesd by the timid eod capitulat-
ing oititide of the party. it 2 beginning
fo orientate ekt owards the Monarch-
[E

Thee Popuibar Parly of Tsaldaris | mon.
pirchit s lannechid o vigorons campaign
apd =0 fnr = mnking great oroads In the
citmipe of the agravian muasscs also,

Tl progréssives ander Kafandaris and
apsiuistnssion’= Workers" aml Faraees'
Party are oppesing Tor obyviows reasons
thee Venizelis: Party where formerly they
themselves belonged. Also o weW party
has appeurd on the politienl seene, (e

thelr brother workers,

Ag ta the Young Comnmnisi«, tw Sial-
Inist politics bave been so disastrons,
that the Communist parly = hardly ex-
Istent o Belgivm, and = betluence very,
confined lndesd. Maony of thelr leaders
being arvested o= soon as  the  strike
broke out, they were hardly able to do
any  revolationary work ot oall dwrbeg
the atrike, this esxpecinlly o pecount of
thele tacties of “Ievolutionanry  Trade
Unton Oppositlon™, which ed eut them
completely off from the centraliaad  or.
ganizatlons.

Aml so It appesnrs, that it was lefl
to the gpoung Oppositloni=te, to Tead o
real revolutlonary  aetion  daring  the
airike.  HBut our youth group = pumeric-
ally vory feebbe, and apart from itz antl-
militaristic actlon, couldn't work separ-
ately doring the movement, bwi all of our

comendes wory gl thelr ploee ot “112'1
shles of the adalis.
The Opposition, b fiet,  ling done|

spdimilld  work during Wil meovemenat,
grently Increasing s Infoence, capecial-
Ly inm the district of Chorkeol. one of the]
four mining di=trictz, where It b2 preee-
tieally leading  the  whole  movement,
througl the steike committees. And the
Oppozition having been able to fest In
the actlom, itz own capacltics and the
revolutionney capaelty of the working
cluss which seemed 5o low, ean feel @on-
fident 1o the fnture.

Charleroei, —NOTA

NEXT ISSUE

The next issne of the Milltant will
contain another one of the articles in
the series forming the new book on
Germany by comrade Leon  Trotsky,
“The Omly [oad”. The fortheéoming
chapter 1s entithed

The Twenty-One Mistakes of
Thaeinann

(

Agrarlan Marly. bed by eefofmilst ele-
ITEETLES

The blg bourgeoi=ic wings with  lhese
thenirienl eombinations fov  deceive the

marg=es by drawiog the attention of fThe
latber from their  severe  mizery  and
arienting their atteation to a0 clectlion
strugele nol based upon fthe clugs strog-
gl They exnggernie (he possibilithes of
a menarehlar  eictory  and. thoa attrmptl
o Fevive the old politieal passions not
wpon the elass struggle bt upon the
ipaestion of the King amdl “democracy™.
The prospecis of o Hoyolist  landslide
shwilar to e one of 10 are oot at
all likely,

The ouly revolutionary party on the
potitical prens 1= the Communist Party
of Greeer, even though it conceals iteelf
behing the banver of a socalled "“Work-
ers’ and Pepzopty’ Blee In spite of
the eanfused and opportunistie form  of)
itw platform e Marxian erlticism of 1t
Ly the Archio-Marxists, the Left Opdasl-
tionlst=s of Greece gre condoacting a vig-

| the Roctali=t parry

voles  amgl  approsched (houvsands  of
wikkers in the heart of the mast reag-
tiomery =¢elion of Greeee,

The formotion of workers' councils io
Cirowee I= imperative and musg fake place
Immediately. becnnsze the reaunlt of the
elections will prove thar no party wlll
master o pavllamentary majority and
iherefom in e pectense of o Roralist
coup d'Eflat the bourgeolsic will resort
mwin 1o the services of the Milltary
Lowgne to put an end to the fragmentary
democriatie rights that the workers stlll
vijoy. The refusal of the Stalinista to
co-operale with  the oppoeliionists  In
ihis important work places all tle biame
squarely uwpon their shoulders.

—AR. CALDIS.

Unity Urgent Need

of lilinois Miners

{Contlnued from page 1)

to each individuad bheaneh of the Socialist
party Ih the Hlinoiz eoal teld= to make

wy docizion that the hranch nmny s
fit. Such i=s the “leadership™ that the
Soclalist party gives the workers, ot

conrse, the veal porpose of soeh a ddes
ciklon Iz to help Walker-Tewi= aml the
con laperators to puk over the wase eof,
And the leading members of the Soclal-
i=t party in the Hlinols coal fields uoders
atand clenrly the purppsze and are loval-
ly carying out the decislon of the Na-
tlonal Comimlitee of the Bociali=t party,

John Hindmarzh, leading mcabser  of
in Mlineds and A
henchman of the Walker-Lewis machine
was thrown out Ly rank and fbe miners
frem his local sudon because he ried to
force the mivers o accept the wage  cut
and go baek to work owder the lewis-
Walker company wnbon.  Bichavd Glover,
member of the Soelali=t party and Editor
of the Illiwada Miner, the official mouth-
plece of the Walkier-Lawis Union, is also
vy aclive im frying o put over the
wiage=-cut for the Peaboily £aal Go, Then
there i= Jack lHeed., member of the
Apringield sSocinlist parly and one of the
members of the Lowis-\Walker =cunle som-
mitber that wade up the contract which
the miners are now  fighting against,
Iteed woled for the age-cut and signed
the present outeaseasns contract. He has
refosed agnfn and a@xain te face fhe min-
ers of Epringfeld aod explain why he did
nat earry out the instractions of the
minerd of Springiield, Then again, thers
i+ Adoelph Germer. owne of the leading $o-
clalirts in the =tate of Illinois and Edit-
or of ockford., 1Il., Tabor News,  He,
too, 1s very active in trying to defent the
miners in thelr fght ngalest the com-
binatlon of the Lewl=Walker aud the
coul-operaters, Buach §s the role of the
leading members of the Sociallst party,
true agents of the coal-operators in the
ronks of the workvrs,

Communist Party

e e the lncorréct policies pursued
by the officlal Commonlst party leader-
ghip. the party has been unabbe to unite
the miners umder the banner of class
stroggle. Instend of consistently and
Ayl malieally trying to bulld onited
fromta with ailies, sympathizers and sup
porters of the Commuonists and the Left
wing, in vrder to defeat the main enemy,
the Amerlcan Stalini=i=, consiktently and
systemotically attack every  ndividoal
and drive them furiber away from Com-
mmnism, The result of their incorrect
Iuirenuncratic poliey, i= i=olation from the
miners to &nch a point that tHe miners
will not even listen to their proposals,
The Healinlsts have only one mlner wha
Is really netive in the new mivers’ unlon
and he dessan't dare to come out openly
anil declare hims=elf & member of the
Comminist party.

The miners have groat forees agalnst
them, yet the spirit and miltancy of the
Illinols miners was never ns great as
it is to-dny. They have been winning
some klnd of a wvietory from the coals
operators almost every day. The strug-
Ele has not yet reached its height. It
will probably be a long drawn-out strug-
gle. Quite & number of the small Ine
dependent conl sperators hove signed up
with the Progressive Miners Unlon, yet
the key to the whole 1linoizs mine sitoa-
tlon is Franklin and Williamson counties,
If the % M. 1. can break the power of
Lewis  n these two  countles, then
Lewls’ union is done throughout the
country. And I believe there is a good
chunee to break the hold of Lewis Io
these two conptirs—the conditions. noder
which the mivers of Frankln and Wil
linm#on counties must work will foree
the miners themselves to fight. ‘The Im.

orous campaign among the workers amd
prror farmers of Greece, The Staliniasts
have resorted for support to every dis.’
caelited clement o the labor movement
miwl somee poaper wnions, but refuse so far
to wecept the sapport of the Left Op-
ositlon im the election campaign.  The
Avchio-Moarxisls calhd  mass  mestings
throughout Greece urging the workers
to support the ecandidates of the Coms
munigt party awd appeallng to the party

members fo exercl=e their pressure on
the lwreancrat= to stop  this  crimiaal
attitude.

We are snre that the party membérs
in many =ectlons of Greeee wilk follgw
the revolutionary example of the dis-
trief of Tosbos and thas suecesd in win-
nlng the majorkty of the working closs
amd poor farmers from the clutches of
the reformistz aond other weactionay ele-
ments, Lozt yvear, the candidate of the
Communist party of the island of Leshos,
comrade Achillées Contaros, accepted the
support of the Archio-Marxists and suc-

portant thing is to keep the mines that
are out on strike solll. —=JOE ANGELD

e

MINERS! Read

LEON TROTSKY
OoN

The Trade Union Question

Communism and Syndicalism

Paper Cover: 64 pages: 15 Cents

0 Cents in bundlez of five of more
dreders from onr literature agent in
pringfeld, Nlinols—Jeseph Angelo:
r from Foster's ook Store, 410
Vashington Street, 8t Louis, Mo.:

or direct from
FIONEER FUBLISHERS

&4 East 10th Street,
New York, N. Y.

eceded in polling one-third of the total
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