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Stalinists in Monstrous Frame-Up Agalnst Left Opposmon

EMERGENCY CALL®

A viclous campalgn, Inciting to black
hundred pogrom actlon, bas been lannched
agninat the Left Opposition and its sup-
porters. It Is & desperate last resorl
Physieal violence in plocs of political ar-
gumentation—ithat fs the method of the
depraved Stalinist boresueracy stooping
to the lowest depths, By copyving the das-
tardly frome-up from the capitalist en-
emy they hope to squelch the ldeas of
the Lelt Opposition.

But our ldeas lve and grow., Onr
answer s political bammer blows to
strike yut deeper roots for the Marxian
views within the party and within the
working class. We will eut this dirty
murder frame-up to pieces; and we pladge
ourselves to fdght for the eradicilon of
theze vile methods from the proletarian
ranks. We fight with clean hands to
aphold the banner of our revolutlonary
leaders and to restore the movement of
Marx and Lenin to its rightful place.

But we need your support. you readers
of the Milltant, sympathizers of owr

views and you who agres with our de-
termination to maintaln the principle of

frevdom of expresslon for working class
opinjons within the Inbor and revelution-
iry midvéement.

You can do your part mow. Tou most
help us banish the pogrom method from
the movement. You must help us edo-
cate the misguided workers who have
become caught in the Stalinist vise, IL
is & momentous task, It requires enor-
moys efforts at which we do not besitnbe
In the least, Hut it entails almost do-
surmountable expenditures on our part
in the form of leafets, eolarged isspes
of The Militant, agitation and propag-
anda. Yon can help us make this part
of the burden lighter. Put you must
help Immediately for quick action, The
object is worthy of your greatest sacrl-
fice, We ask that much from yomn.

Will you belp and do your share?
Will you help immediately? Will
send funds to The Milltant without delay?

Wiith the EFmbatiled MMiners
“

gers Repl

¥ou !

y to Terror

ith Increased Militancy

Defy Bosses, Fakers, and Police in Tremendos Advance

Latest developments in the Illincis miners' strike carey the clear indicatlons

of this being the most powerful movement yeot witnessed In that state.
keting army of 30,000 miners are, at the moment of this writing, marching apon | |
the southern fleld to sirike the few small mines still at work there. Three of |
territory, in Franklin County, were foreed to close al-

most lmmediately after the murder of Joo Colberf.

the largeat mines in that

miner glngle handed struck one of them,

A ple-

The widow of this martyred
a mine of 1,100 men, The herole work-

ing woman thus payed the highest tribuate to, the memory of her husband felled

in battle by the bosses' hired gunmen.

Sherlff Roblnson of Fraonklin County
has boasted that 0000 “cltizens"™ will
meet the “invading army”, but the pross
simultaneonsly reported a measly 250
mon deputized. And how could he moke
good his wain boast, This 13 & mining
community. The miners have already
shown where they stand. 15,000 miners
marched in the funeral processlon of the
fallem Joe Colberi. Others workera in
the community are makipT common cauee
with the strikers. These are the reisons
why the operators and the degenerate
union officlals aee restoring to inlensifed
gunmen methods, killlogs and woundings
of etrlking milvers lnereasing apd riot
warrants being issued wholesale. But
even this Is destined to melt away in the
face of the splendid mass formations of
the embattled miners.

From the Front
SPFRINGFIELD, ILL.—

All the forces of the conl operators
have been bhurled agalnst wea In the
present bloody struggle that rages in the
Ilinoia coal Aelds. The Federal goverm-
ment with its deportation terrorism, the
¢t state apparatus under the thumb
of Governor Emmerson, the county sher-
iffs, Lewls and Walker sluggers, and gang-
stera from the underworld run at large
throughout the mining camps as “open
geazon’” 1z declared on reds and Come
munksts.

Miners are coralled, terrorized, jailed
and beaten.  Leaders of the rank and
file opposition are Jailed and nevep know
when they are to be “spotted”, Miners'
wives are jailed, beaten and molested. A

group of studéents from wvariops univer-
gitles, led by thelr professora are pre-
veuled from brioging food to our ﬂa.t'f-
ing Industrial army. Professor E-ﬂrlaun'
of the Chicago University and a student
group from the Commonwealth Labor
College and Chisagoe University, are
beaten and jailed, later told to leave the
county and never return. Gerry Allard,
one of the leaders of the opposition move-
ment and bis wife Irene, are also
Julled.  Allard is openly told, In the pre-
sence of the student group that he will
be murdered; this 1s resclutely told by
Marion Hart, States Attorney Prosecut-
or of Franklin County. The following
mornfng Jog Colbert, close personal aod
political associate of Allard’s and one of
the leaders of the Illinois miners op-
pesition, s murdered while picking mush-
rogms for something to eat.

In Taylorville deputy Sheriffs ahoot
down a miners wife., The ool flelds
ron’ mad with killers driven to desporns
tion by the greatest offensive ever
launched agalnst the coal operators and
the Lewis-Walker combine. War i3 de-
clared as 7,500 troopers move southward
from Camp Grant stationing themselves
30 miles from strategle conl centera, The
rank and file Toot themselves firmly. A
pleket army 14 miles lopg also starts)
southward from Gillesple,. Springfield,
Benld, Breeze and from every mook and,
corner of northern Illinokz, striking every
coal mine on the road., 1,600 deputics
in Christian county, vwned by the Pea-’
body Coml Company, melt lUke a snow-

ball on a hot July day as 17000 of oor
army Invade the Harlan counties of 10-
inols. Mine gnarda are dizarmed and
disciplined, pgangsters are driven from
mining eamps, The Illiools miners®
strike gains impeins, day by day.

Already 45,000 of the 50,000 Ilinols
coal diggers have closed their ranks and
production of conl in Illinols will ceass
a8 long a8 there Iz a breath of energy
left in the leadership and rank and file
of the opposition movement.—This is a
nowsreel glimpse of the struggle that
takes place at present in the IMlinoeia
coal flelds.

Why the Fight
And why do the miners of Illinols fight
like they never have In years? Becsuse

the minera fAght for the wvery right tof

breathe and live. That s why. For
fort¥-twoe years we have had a union
in Ilincls. For thicty-Ave years we have
been solldly organized., The fight to
bulld the Illineds United Mine Workers
of Amerien waa no bitterer than the
present fight to retnin a miners” onolon.

We have again been sold on the block
to the highest bMdder by our faking,
thieving leadership. They have taken
from us every liberty that we hidve ever
achieved during those long vyears of

{Continued on page 3)

LEON TRG’I’SK’Y

The phyaical attack of the Stalinites
agninst the Baolzhevik-Leninists in  the
Ealle Bulller at Parls evokes, alongslde
with Inbense indignation, a feeling of the
deepest shame for the present leadership
of the Comintern, For it is not a mat-
ter of rank and file Communists, not of
workers—these would never debase them-
selves with such abominations I—but of
a centrallzed bureancracy which is earey-
Ing out the demands of its higher staff,
The alm: to proveke within the Com-
munist ranks soch furious embitterment
that all arguments of reason would lose
their force. Only In thls way can the
Stalinist burepucracy yet save itself from
the ecriticlsm of the Left Opposition,
What frightful degeneration!

The history of the Ruosslan Tevolu-
tionary movement = partleularly cleh in
bitter factional struggles. For three and
a half decades I have observed this strug-
Ele very closely and particlpated In it
I canmot recall a single lnstance in which
differences of opinion, not only within
the ranks of the Marxists but alse be-
twesen Marxista, Populists and Anarch-
i=sis, were settled by the organized relgn
of the fist. In the year 1917 Petrograd
geethed with continual meetings, At
first a8 an Insignifieant - misority, then
as a strong party and finally as the over-
whelming majority. the Balshevikl con-
ducted an annihilating campalgn agaioat
the Bocial Revolutlonists and the Men-
shevik I eannot recall o single meeting
where the  polltical

pleced by st Aghts,

struggle was re-
I have mnot been

Bureaucrats «Answer» QOur

The Natlonal Commilttes of the
Communist League {(Opposition) has
addressed the following self-explana-
tory letter to ench of the organizations

spocifed :

In the Dailly Worker of Aupust 23,
there appears an accusiation that mem-
bers of the Communist League of Am-
| erlea (the “Trotskyites”) were reapon-
+ mible for the killing of & worker named
. Michael SBemen and the wounding of
, another worker named Nick Erosiuk,
whe has since also died, at o mecting

, lust Baturday night at Tth St, and
Avenue A,

Ty we came into possession of
leaflets in the English, Rnsslan, and
Ukrainian languages, repeating and
amplifying the accuantlon against us,
Un the nlght of August 23rd & mass
meeting was held at Tih 8t, and
Avenue A, where Communist Party
speakers Incited the crowd against the
“Trotakyltes” as the murderers of
the two workers, There Iz taking
place & geperal campaign of Incite-
ment for a pogrom agalnst us which
also has the elements of provocation
to the anthorities,

In order to bring the truth of the
whole aflair before the working class
Public; we propose the holding of &
pablic trial and hearing munder the
npuspices of a joint committes repre

senting the following central organi-
Entions:

Communist Party of 1, 3. A
Trade Union Unity League
International Labor Defense
Amerlean Clvil Libertles Union

a

Left Opposition Demands an Open
Hearing on the Stalinist Frame-up

Conference for Progressive Labor
Action

Communist Tarty (Majority Group)
Industrial Workers of World

We are prepared to submit to this
commites at public sessions complete
and indiaputable proof that the mem-
bera of the Left Oppositlon had no
part whatever, in the attack which
resulted in the killing of the two
WOrEcra,

We are prepared to bring before
such a committee at public scssions
complete proof that the Left Oppoal-
tlon has always opposed any phyasical
attacks on the mestings of other labor
organizations, and that we have pub-
Hely protested even when these nf-
tacks were directed against those in
sharpest political conflict with us,

We leave aside here the motives for
this provocation against ws. Our alm
in addressing this letter to vou is to
ask If your organization will particl-
pate through a delegate to a  joint
comnittee before which the truth can
be brought oot in publie.

We realize quite well that the ac-
cusation of murder makes our il e
bers Hable to inguiry and prosecu-
tion before the courts of the clasa
enemy. But we are not Concerned
with the capitallst court. We want
to defend ourselves in publie before
the court of working class opinlog,

In view of the extrome serlousness
of the accusation, we Tequest a prompt
reply to this communication.

Natlonal Committes,
Communist League of America ()

SECRETARY.

Policy by Inciting to Pogrom

Slander the Opposition as Murderers of
Two Workers at N. Y. Street Meeting

The bammer blows of the Left Opposi-
tion { Bolshevik-Leninists) against a pol-
fey of capitulaticn before German Fase-
izm and agalnst the paclist masguerade
in the anti-war conference aroused a
wave of support In the party ranks, The
expandlng movement of protest agalnst
the official pollcy has thrown the Stnlin-
izt buremucrats into a panie. The ot-
tempt to expel the movement by expual-
slons, which held the Communist work-
crs In chock before, 1s breaking down,

Grent world ovents are on the agonda,
amd nehady can stop a discossion  of
them. It 18 a question of the fate of the
U, 5 &8 K., of the working class of the
entire world, The Communist workers
are awakening to this burning fact, No-
by canm stop their mowaths with the
thrept of expulslon=  Bebastlan Pappaa,
the herole Communist militant who 1is
laved by every Left wing trode unlon
hghter, has raised his volee for the posi-
tlon of the Left Oppositlon on Germany,
They have expeled him, but  behind
Pappas stand others who alzo are deters-
mined to speak out at any ecost, And
behind them ame others. Deeper  and
deeper ioto the Party the Left Opposi-

tiom is penelrating,

Confronted with this rlsing tide of

‘mentiment for the Left Opposition, and

powerless to cope with it by
meang, the panic-steleken

politlcal
bureanerats,

‘corrupted to the core, have resorted to
a desperate adventore.

They are trying to frame up fhe Left
| Oppositionists as murderers!

They are organizing and inciting black
hundred pogroan agalnst the Bolshevik:
Leninists, whese erltleism they fear and
whose arguments they cannot answer!

They are directing the attention of the
polies to the “Trotshylsts” as the mur-

Party Holds First Meeting on Danger of German Fascism

After monihs of ardent and persist-
ent agitation on part of the Left Op-
position, the Btalinists of the offclal
Communist Party of the 11, 8. A. final-
Iy yieldesd to the pressare our agita-
tion cansed within the party ranks
and called the Arst meeting on  the
Fuscist danger In Germany at the
Central Opera House In New York

last Friday. It is significant that this
meeting was enlled at the very same
time that Bebastian Pappas, the Dead-
ing party comrade who ralsed the first
gltong volee of alarm  against  the
Hitler threat within the party, was
afficially expelled. It i3 charneter-
igtle of the Centrist bureancrats to
slifle every word of criticism coming
from the rank and file and simultane-
ously to camonflage by a semi-aceept-
ance of the same eriticlsm and by
half way coneessions to It behind the
Bl@es.

Mevertheleas, the convocation of the

meeting shows that the Stalinist lead-
ors bhave been forced. to take a step

T Ey———

Let Us Reenforce Our Offensive!

able to fnd a single indleation of sueh
an instance in the presa of that time,
although in the conrse of the last two
years J have been studylog the history
of the February and Octeber revolution
thoroughly, What the proletarian mass
wanimd was to lsten and to understand.
What the Bolsheviki wanted was to con-
vince, Only In this manoer can a party
be trained and the revolulionary class
united about 1t

In the year 1923, Ordjonikidze, In the
heat of the disputes between the Cau-

casion Stalindsts pmd Leninlsts, struck
ane of his opponents in the fact, Lonio
lay seriously il in the Eremlin. The
news of Onijonlkidize’s conduct lHterally
ghook him wp. The fact that Ordjon-
kidze stood at be head of the party ap-
parptug In the Caocasug only magnified
his guilt in Lenin's eyes. Lenin sent his
aecretities Glasser and Fotleva to me
several times urglog the expulajion of
Orndjonikidze. Lenin recognized and fore
gaw in Ordjonikidze’s thuggery a whole
schopl and an entire system: the school
and the system of Stalln. On the same
day Lenin wrote his last letter to Stalin
In which be declared that he was break-
Ing off all “comradely relations” with
him. A whole serles of great historic
causes has sinee led o the trivmph not
ouly within the C. P. of the Soviet Un-
lon but also In the Comintern, of the
school of “rudeness” and of “disloyalty™
The abomipation of Bullier is its indobit-
alle and unadulterated expresaion,

Nine-tenths of the apparstus people

| to remnin silent.

forward on this most {mportant of all
the present day issues, the German
situatipn—ihe key to the international
situntion, the key to the concrete war
danger against the Hoviet Union. In
this sense, the step of the party lead-
epship 1z a victory for the Interua-
tional Left Opposition
Opposition Tdeas Penctrate Party

The German mesting was  strongly
under the infAoence of the Left Op-
poaition propagandn. For  the  first
time, slogans directly borrowed from
our literatere appeared oahove the
glgnature of the party. The leaflet
that was izsued by the New York Dis-
telet of the O, P. read In part as fol-
lows: “Am open Faseist dletatorship
will attempt to drive the whole work-

lUving standards and rights of
workers of the United States.”

These words, which have been ring-
ing forth from these pages week after
sk werk actually subscribed to by
the New York Distelet of the Com-
munist Party of the T. 8. A1 More
over they were supplemented by a cor-
rect and sharp Communist character-
Ization of the treacherous role of the
goclal democratic lepdership in which
the sllly and absard theory of soeial
Fascism found no place.. . To e sure
the leaflet sti'l retained the waguely
misleading clalims about the strength
of the “Hed United Front™ and some
of the oltimatizt {llnsions attached to
it—but all this was couched in very
vague and extremely metlecent  langn-

the

ing class of Germany o -starvation
and slavery., A Hitler dictatorshlp in
Germany means Immediate war on the
Bdvlet Union and world war. A Fase-
ist dictatorshlp in Germany moeans
sharper intermational reaction and
more brutal capitalist attacks on the

— e e = ...

regird the Stallnist sratem with grow-
ing alarm If not wlth direct disgust
But they cannot tear themselves free
from lts clawa. Each of the declsive
links in the chain has its Semards and ita
Yaroalavekys, ns well as its  Besspdov-
gkyz and AgabekofMa. From slapder and
falsifications thess gontlemen have now
gone over to organized physical attack.
The Initintive comcs from Stalln. The
command i3 now belng transmitted to
all sections of the Comintern. Wil it
be of any avail? Neo, it will net, The
necessily of ever stTONEET mMeans proves
the ineffectiveness of the preceding strug-
glea agaimst the Bolshevik-Leninlsts,

Tremendous events are taking place in
Germany. The Comintern malntalos ita
gllence, The leaders appear to have
filled thelr mooths foll with water. Do
not the Germap events require the lmme-
diate convorcation of a world congress
of the Comintern? Of course, they do.
But at the congresa an anawer will have
tio be glven. The Stalinlets, however,
have nothing to say. By their mistakes,
their zigzags and érimes they have com-
pletaly devastated themselves, To remiin
sllent, to go into hiding, to walt passive
Iy for the outcome—thersln Iles, at pre
sent, the whole policy of the Stalinist
faction,

But the Bolshevik-Lepinista will not be
gllenced. And they will not allow others
Deapite  their  =mall
numbrer, our French comrader are giv-
ing evidence of splendld perseverence in
unfolding the burning guestlons of the

age. The hali-turn toward the Lenin-
kst United Front tactle was especlally
pEominent in the closing slogans :
“Hally to the Mass Meetlng! Sup-
paort the German Communist  Party

{Contlnued on page 2)

proletarlan world revolution before the
workers. Hy pouncing upon them like
hooligans, the Stalinists have only paid
tribute to ihele revolutlonary energy.
Just as soon as the Rolshevik-Leninists
in Moscow warned against Chiang Kal-
Bhek, the Stalinist bareanecracy Inclted
against them, persecuted and smashed
the Rolzshevik-Leninlsts, Just as  soon
as the Parisian Bolshevik-Leninists bent
the alarm againat Fasclam, the Stalini=st
cligue is organizing to smash the Bol-
ghevlk-Leninlsts. These facta will not
remaln unpunished. From great facts
the party learns, the class learns,

We are not, naturally, making the raonk
and file Communists responsible for the
crimes of the Stallnist bureaueracy. The
Bolshevik-Leninists will not change their
pozitlon toward the French Communiat
party nor toward the Comintern. ‘The
attempt to erect walls of hatred between
onraelves and the milliona of Communists
in the entire world will mnet suceeed.
That justiee 18 on our =ide, is patent,
The workers are lstening with ever great-
or altentlveneszs to onr words

The more the Stallnlats  lose  their
heads, fhe mors persevernnce the Tenin-
Ista will show in thelr activity. Under
cipp eritielam, under the sweep of our
arguments the burenucracy s twisting
and squirming. All the more apparent,
therefore Is our corrcctness and  our
force. Let us double, treble and deenple
our offensive !

—L. TROTSKY.
Prinkipo, August 6th, 1932,

derers of the twe workers, Semen and
Krusfuk, who lost their lves In a tragic
street fight with which the Left Opposi-
tion had no connection whatever.

Here are the Facls

1. We atarted o meeling on the eve-
ning of August 20th, at Tth S5t and Ave.
A, ox one of o serles i oour campaign
o the situation in Germany.

2 Immedlately after we stocted, or-
goniged attempts weére made to disrupt
our meeting ly Stelini=t elements,

3.0 A bkt fight eo=tsd in which  the
Ui tion Teld 1t ground  and  after
which if ones more sct owp the platferm
for a brief mecting,

4. The Lell Chppasition held the plat-
form until word came of the impending
arvival of the police.  “Then it was decided
to wind wp the mecting in order to pre-
vl Bl dixgraceiul  spectacle of the
caplialist poliee Intervening and deciding
it eonfbet lestwicen faction: of the Com-
munist movensent.

@ The Lefc Oppositionists and a num-
ber of sympnthizers then assembled In
close formation, =inging the Internatlon-
ale, and returned to headquarters,

3. That waz the end of all our con-
nectlon wirh the events at Tth S5t and
Avenue A on the evening in queation.
What happenred affer that happened with-
out any participatlon on oor  part,

The Daily Worlier of Angust 23 {clty
edition), which contnina  the coriminal
provecation agninst - ws, admits that we
left the mesting-place and that goother
meseting under Party direction began af-
ter our departure. We know nothing
whatever of what oceurred at that second
meeting. We do know that that nelgh-
Barhapd 5 infested with all kinds of re-
actionary elements—white guards Huas-
slans, cte, There I3 & post of the Amer-
fean Legion In the same block. Commun-
ist meetings have been attacked on this
corner time and tioe agnin by thess re-
aetlonary elements with brick-bats and
other missiles.

The Party burenucrats kpow very well
that thiz was the ¢ase at the mecting
in question, They know that the Left
Oppogition had nothing toe do with the
affalr. They know that we are opposed
in principle to the breaking up of other
wiorking cluss meetings and that we hove
persistently cxplained in THE MILI-
TANT the rensons why such hoollganism
plays a reactlonacy rode.

But it does not serve their porposs
to tell the fruth. They have led about
us aystemptically and misrepresented our
position on every ocension, But  thia
game iz playing out, The Commuonlst
workers have begun tg sec through these
lies. They are beginning  to se¢ the
principle line of the Oppesition through
the fop of oficlnl mizeepresentation,

That ix why the desperate and furlons
stalinist lepders had to resort to this
shomefal method of frome-up, provocation
and pogrom. The bodies of the martyred
workers are bo be liftsE up as a banner
for a bankrupt poelitical cligue which is
not worthy to touch them with one fin-
gir. They want te ~oin the grief and
rage of the Communist workers agninst
the murcder of their comrades into a wea-
pon mgainst the revolutionnry Marxists

Communist workers! Be on your gnard
against this monstrous deception.  Stop
and welgh the consequences of this das-
tardly black hundred scheme, nise
¥our volee In protest agninst it Do not
be Intimidated by the reactlonary cam-
palgn of terror unleashed against those
who criticize and ask guestions.

Look to the herole example of the
Balzhevik-Teninlsts of Russia, the true
Inheritors pnd representatives of  the
October revolution. They hold the ban-
ner of Marxism in the face of every-
thing, just as they did in 1917, as they
did in the elvil war, In the red grmy—
on every front. Frameaps were devized
against them alss by the Stalinists (the
affaly of the “Wrangel officer™ ), Pogroms
were conducted against them. They weps
slandered, expelled, Imprisoved, exiled,
beaten, shot. Hut for all  that  thelr
idens remain wnshaken and will prevall

We arand by thelr banner, for it {s
the banner of Communism. We  huorl
ek Ioto the eraven faces of the Brow-
ders, Fostérs, Amfers, Hathaways, and
all the rest of the depraved and sonllesa
lunctionaries of Stalinism, the answer
of revolutiondsts:

You ennboet terrorize as with
black hundred pogrom!

You cannot break the bonda which tle
us to the Communist workers with your
dirty frame-up!

You cannot prevent the victory of the
Left Opposition by any means, for it g
the veritable representative of the teach-
Ings of Marx sued Taownin with great his-

foerdes cvemls e vindleating with light-
niig  speved.

Jour

—NATIONAL COMMITTER

Communist League {Opposition)



