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Bonapartism

An Analysis of the Present Moment in the German Situation

{Continued from page 1)
rubs hiz neck raw and does Dot hesitate
at Umes to dig his boots Into his face

It might have beean assumel that Bruen-
ing would hold on until phe final sola-
ton. Yet, in the course of evemts, an-
other link inserted itself: the Papen
government. Were we (o be cxack, wWe
ghould have to make s rectldcation  of
our old designation: the Bruenlng gov-
ernment was o pre-Bonapartist govern-
ment. Broeping wos only o precursor.
In & perfected form, Bonapartism came
upon the scene in the Papen-sSchielcher
Eovernmant,

Whereln les the pifference? Druening
aswerted that he knew no greater hap-
pimess than to “serve” Hindepburg and
Parngraph 458, Hitler “supported” with
hia #st Broening's right bip. DBut with
the left elbow Bruening rested on Wels'
shoulder. In the Ielchstag, Hruening
found a majority which relieved him
of the necessity of counting on the Relch-

stng.

BRUENING AND THE
BUREAUCRACY

Tht more Bruening's independonce from
the parllament grew, the morg Indopend-
ent did the summits of the DureAUCCUCY
feel themaelves from Bruening and the
political  groupings standing behind
them., There only remained #nally to
break the bomils with the Relchstag. T
von Papen government emerged from An
immaculnte bureancratic conception. With
the right elbow It resits upon Hitler's
shoulder. With the police fist it wards
off the preleiariat on the Laft. There-
fn lies the gecret of ita “grability”, that
is, of the fact that it did net collapse

at the moment of its birth.
The Broening government bore a clerk
cal-burcauncratic-police  character.  The

Ielchewehr still remalned In  roesrTR
Next to the police, the “Iren Frook®
sorved me a direct prop of Order. It
s preclsely in wiping vut the dependbénos
of the “lron Front” that lay the cesence
of the Hindenburg-Papen coup d4'Etat
The Generality moves up automatically
fo first place.

The social democratic lenders turned
out to be completely duped. And it is
no more than proper for them In periods
of socigl crises, These petty bourgeols
intriguera appear to be clever only umn-
der those conditlons where cleverness
lgn't necessary. Now they pull the covers
over their heads at night, sweat and
hope for a mirscle: Perbaps in the end
we may yet be able to save not only our
pecks but also the overstuffed forniture
and the small, innocent savings,  But
there won't be any miracles. . . .

Unfortunately, however, the Commun-
st party has also been laken complete-
Iy by surprise by e events. The Btal-
fuist Duresucracy was unable to foreses
g thing. Today Thaelmaun, Remmele
and others speak onm overy occasion of
“the coup d'Etat of July 2077 How ls
that? At first they contended that
Fasciam I8 already here and that only
sepunter-revolutionary Trotakylsts™ could
speak of it as something In the futore.
Mow It turns out that to pass over from
Bruening to Papen—for the present not
to Hitler but only to Papen—a whole
“conp d'Ftat" was necessary.  Yet the
class content of Severlng, Bruening and
Hitler, these sages taught us, 13 “one
and the same thing.” Then whence and
wherefore the coup &'Etat?

But tho confusion doosn't come Lo an
eradl with this. Ewven though the differ-
ence between Ronapartism and Fasclsm
has now been revenled plainly enough,
‘Thaclmann, Remmele and olhers speak
of the Faseist coup O'Etat of July 20
At the same time, they warn the work-
era agnlnst the approbching danger of
ithe Hitlerlst, that is, of the equally
Fasclat overtisn.  Finally, the soclal
democeaey I3 designaied jost as before
ga msElnl Faselst. The unfolding events
are i thiz way reduced to this, that
apecies of Fasrism takes the power from
ench other with the ald of “Fascist™
conps d'Fiat. lsn't it clear that the
whole Stalinist theary was created only
for the purpese of gluing wp the homan
brain¥

FINISHING OFF THE
SOCTAL DEMOCRATS

The less prepared the workers wers,
the mwore the appearnnee of the Papen
government on the seene had to arouse
the Impresston of  strength @ complote
ignoring of the partles, new cmargency
dlecrses, dissolution of the  HReicheing,
pressive mensures, stote of  selge  in
the capital, abolifion of the Prossian
“Democracy”, And with what easel A
lion you kil with a shet; the fea you
squash between the fAngernails; secizl
democralic ministers are finlshml  off
with a Allip.

Only, in spite of the appearance of
concentrated forces, the Papen govern-
ment “as such™ i3 weaker yet than its
predecessor.  Thie Bonnpartist regime can
attain o comparatively stable and dur-
able character only in the event that It
brings a revolutionary epoch to a cloge;
when the relationship of forces has al-
remdy been tested In battles; when the
revelutionary elosses are already spent
while the poazeazsing classes have not yet
freed themelves from the fear: will not
the morrow bring new  epnvulsions?
Without this basic condition, that s,
without a preceding exhausiion of the
mass energles in battles, the Bonapartist
regime 1g in no position toe develop.

Through the Papen government, tha
barons, the magnates of capital and the
bankers have undertaken the attempt to
gecure their wenl by means of the police
and the regular army. The Ldea of glv-
ing up all power to Hitler, who sup-
porta himself wpon the raging and un-
leashed bands of the petty bourgeoisie,
in foar from a pleasant on® to them, They
do not, of courss, deubt that in the long

and Fascism

run Hitler will be a submissive lostra-
ment of thely domination., Yet this s
bound up with convulsions, with the
risk of o long and weary elvil war
and great expenses, To be sure, Fase-
fsm, as the ltalian example shows, leads
in the end to a militarist-bureaneratic
dictatorghip of Lthe Bonapartist type.
But for that it requires & oumber of
yeurs even in the event of o complete
victory : a longer span of years In Ger-
many than in lealy., 1t Is clear that the
possessing  clusses would prefer a more
eeonomical path, that Is, the path of
gehlojcher and not of Hitler, nol Lo
speak of the fact that Schielchor him-
self prefers it that way.

The fact that the scurce of exlstenod
of the I'apen government consists in the
pentrallzation of the irreconcllable
oamps, in no way sigulfies, of course,
that tle forees of the revolutionory pro-
letarint and of the reactlonory petty
bourgeolsle weigh equally on the scale
of histery, The whole guestion shifts
hers onto the fleld of politles. Through)
the mechanics of the “Irom Front” the
socinl democrey puralyzes the prooletar-
{at. With the policy of brainless ultim-
atlsm the Stalinist bureauncracy blocks
the revolutionary way out for the work-
ers, With 2 correct lendership of the
proletarint, Fuscism wonld be extermin-
ated withowt difficully and not s chink
could remain open for Bonapartism, Un-
fortunately that s not the situation. The
paralyzed stréngth of the proletariat has
pemumed  the desoptive form of a
“strength” of the BRonapartlst eliqoe.
Thereln lies the political formula of the
present day.

WHAT PAFPEN
REPRESENTS

The Papen gorornmemi reproscols (be
impereonal outting polut of sreat his
torieal foroes. 1tq independent welght
& next to ndl. Therefore it ocould do
nothing but toke fright at itsa own ges-
tientatlons and grow dlzey from the
rolds arleing on all sldes of it. By this
and only by this 18 to be explained that
In the deeds of the government up to,
now there have been two paris of cow-
ardlee to each part of audaclty. With
Prussin, that iz, the =ocinl democracy,
the government played s sure game: It
knew that these gentlemen would offer
no resfstanee,  Dut after it had disselved
the Keichatag, € summoned new electlons
and did not dare to postpone them. After
procinbning the state of martial law,
it hastened to explain: It s only in order
to facilitate the caplinlation without a
struggle of (he socinl democratie leaders,

However, i=n't there a Iteichswehr?
We are not Inelined to forget it. Engels
designoted the state of the armed de-
tochmonts of prople with moterial goxi-
linries in the form of prisons, ete, With
respect fo the  present  governmental
power, it can even be =ald theg the
Ieichawehr alone really exists, But the
Helchswehre in ne way represenis a sub-
miazive and guaranteed Instrument in the

head stands Papen. In reality, the gov-
ernment 1s rather a sort of political
commission of the Relchswehr.

But with all iis preponderance ovVer
the government, the Heichswehr can
pevertbheless lay oo claim to any inge-
pendent political role. A hundred thou-
gnnd aoldlers, no matter how fused and
gtealed they may be (which still requires
testing), are incapablo of commanding a
nation of sixty-five millions, torn by the
profoundest social antagenisms.  The
helehywehr represents only one clement
in the ioterplay of forces, and oot the
decisive one,

In iits fashion, the new HRelehswehr
does npot reflect baldly the politleal sit-
uation In the country which has led to
the Bonapartist experiment. The parlia-
ment without a majority, with lrrecon-
cllable wings, offers an obvious and lrre
fitable argument In favor of dictator-
ghip, Onoe more the confines of dem-
seracy emerge in wll thelr obviounsness,
Whet'e it 18 a question of the foundations
of society Itself, It is not parliament-
ary arithmetic that decldes. What de-
cides s the struggle.

PROSFECTS FOR
TOMOBERDYW

Wi shall not undertake to conngel from
afar what rend the aftempta xt form-
ing o government will take in the next
days. Our  hypotheses  would come
turdily In any case, and besldes, it le
not the possible fransitional forms and
pombinations which deelde the queation.
A bloe of the Right wing with the Center
woulit signify the “legalization” of the
selgure of power by the Natlonal-Boclal-
fatz, that =, the mosi sultable cloak for
tha Fascist soup d'Etat. What relatlon-
ghipa would develop in the early Jdaya
between Hitler, Schbeicher and the Cen-
ter leaders, s more important for them
than it is for the German people BPolit-
fcally, all the cobeelvable combioations
with IHitler signify the dirdolution of
burcavcracy, courts, police and grmy In-
to Fasclsm,

If it fa aspsomed thot the Ceoter will
ot sgres to & coalitiom, in which W
would have to pay with § rapboyw with
its own workers for the rols o & ralks
tn Hitler's looomotive,—tben e This e
oply the unooposaled extra-parilament-
ary road remaioe & combloation with-
ot the Center would more easily and
speedily Insure the predominanes of the
Natlpnol-Becialists. 1f the latter do not
mmedintaly unite with apeo and et
the game time do not pass over to the
immediate pssault, then the Bonapartlst
character of the government will have to
emerge more sharply:  von  2ehleieher
would have hils “hundred days"
without Lhe precsling Napoleonic years,

Hundred days—no, we are fignring far
top peneransly, The Reichswehr does nol
decide. Schleichep does wot anffice. The
extra-parlinmentary dictatorship of the
Junkers anid the magnates of fnancial
capiial ean be stood frmly on s feet
unly by the methed of a wenrisome and
relentless eivil ware. Wil Hitler v able
i fulAll thiz tesk? That dependa not
anly upon the evil will of Fascizm, bt
nlsg upon the sevolotionary will of the
proletariat,

—IL. TROTBEY.
Prinkipo, Aungust 2, 1832
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hands of that group of people at whose

eory o

The United States has held the domin-|
ating positlon In the world chain of cap-
ffoli=m over sinoe the world wor. FPrier
to the world war Amerlenn enpitalism
strngzled to obtaln  this position. Now
the Amerlean imperialista miest wWage a
constant struggle to maintain and extend
this power agninst the onsloughts of the
other copitalist nations, This wew posl-
fion places grenter responsibilities upon
the United States in the malntenance of
world ecapltalist conditlons,

The contradiction between soclalized
production and enpitallst appropriation,
between produdction for a world market,
and natlonal boandarices, e at the bot-
foan of e contendiction between the
incernational responsibilitles and intern-
al necds of the Amerlean imperialists.
This Internationsl responaibilities of Am-
erienn eapitalism can only be properly
rultilled on the bosis of the solutlon of
the fnternal nesds. On the other hand,
thie American imperialists ean only solve
the Internal dliftenlties confronting than
on the basis of world caplialism.

The zolution of thiz contradiction is
not possible under the rule of the Amer-
fenn eapitalists or any other eapltalists,
At the bottom, it is the snme contradie-
fion which bronght on the Iast world
waor and now has developed to greater
proportions, endungering the proletariat
of the world and the Soviet Undon. The
real soluklon of this problem can be
hnd ouly on the basla of the proletarian
world revobation,

The imperialist struggle for the rediv-
ision of the enrth Iz the central problen
of the Ameriean imperialists, te which
i ofher problems are  pubordinated.
But within thls imperlallst problem
there Is contaived another contradictlon
of 1 more menaclng cheracter. Each
delny in “solving” the questlon of the re-
divislon of the earth coalarges the pro-
gpoieta of the extenslon of the October
revolutfon, of the seclal revolution, On
the other hand, cach step toward the
“zolution” of the problem of the redivi-
alon of the earth ascts into motlon the
forces of the social revelution.

Permanent Revo
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letbter o the Zunrlch workers

Ie the night of the 15th of Juoe, vio-
lent encounters took place in Zurich be-
tween the workers and the police. 1
learned of these events from the cables
of the bourgeols press agencies, which
were, consequently, very tendencious and
howtile to the workers, HBul even with-
out knowing the deinils, it is oot very
ditficnit to get o general idea of the char-
peter of these events, Eucounbers  be-
iween workers, especlully sirlking work-
ers ofF (e jobless, mnd the police are
abundant in the whole history of capi-
talism. ‘he present terrible crisis which
iz revealing all the rvottenncss of Lhe
capitalist system fis stretching the ner-
vous tension of the Lourgeoisic to the
extreme and s driving it to make use
of the police and the army at the slight-
eat alarm, On the other hand, the very
just indignation of the workers agaiust
ihe bourgeoisie Iz growing and I3 seeking
i way oubt. No mutter what politieal
tendeney was beading the sirike and tha
demonsteatlon ot #aeich, the character

lof the bloody encounter is one and the

sgame.  Coplialism hos reduced the work-
ers to sturvation, to misery, to despair
Capitalism is throwing thein out iote the
strects.  Capitallsn is beatlng them down
by wrmed force. The lackeys of the
capitallst press calumniote the workers
aml the capitallsg judges coundemn the
“legders”™ to jail if the bullets of ecapl-
tallsm do not fell them beforchand.
This was the almple aud obvious ex-
planation I gave, fur from Zurlch, to the
vvents of Jume 15 and 16, Today, on
June 25, 1 hove received from friends a
beaflet iZsued by the “Socialish Party
of Zorlch” ontitled “Seitling  Accounts
with the Commuonists". 1o this  docu-
ment  the Furich Secial  DemodTocy,
which is running the municipality in
that town, attempts to vindieate itsell
of all responsibllity for the repression
agalnek the strlkers and the demonstrat-
o Aeourdlng to thls dgoument,
fanld o the conffiet Is locumbent Dot

upon oapitalben buy opon  Communlam.
In defepss of s actlone agalost the
Zurlch workers, the eoctal democracy

writes :

“Lauln snd Trotsky, In similar sltos-
tlone, wers severs agalnst all the wltra-
Left syndleallsts of the anarchist tend-
ency. They plillessly crushed In blood
all the patschists,'

This leaflet has Instignted me to ad-
dress myself by means of the present
It Iz the
alim of the present letter to denonnes
thid enlumny. Leoln amnd myself have
meore than ooe bean the objects of
calumny. You donbtlesa know that we
woere evien acensed of being in the ser-
vice of the German gencral staflf. Never-
theless 1 have never Known o more men-
daciona amd ga baser calumny than the
one east on us by the leaflet of the Zur-
leh gocinl demoeracy,

The whaoebhe lfe of Taenin was dedicsted
to the overibhrow of bourgeols soclety,
of s state, its privileges, Its lawsa, its
Juatice, Ltz pollee, fts prizons and iis
nrmy., How then can anyone employ the
name of Lenin to justify the reprizala of
the bourgeoisie against the workers, I

lution an

The Conflict Between Proletarian Internationalism and Stalinist

ales protest against the watillzation of

T e i

MNational Reformism

much concerned with the worll revolo-
tlon as the Communists are, ot for op-
posite reapons.  Therefore, the interven-
tion of the 11, & dollar, for economic
or militiry purpose, to hold In cleck the
Oetober revolution has been a major task
of the Ameriean Imperiallsis since 1917,
The danger of the extension of the Oet-
ober revolution is a life and death mat-
ter for world caplialism and the United
States reprosenting the dominating fae-
tor. Thiz compels Wall Btreel to pro-
eecd in oo fashion aliogether contrary Lo
the lingering “lsolationist”, ideology of
e 19th century.

The burning guestion of the capital-
fats iz the opposite side of the urning
problem of  the proletariat, Our pro-
Idem iz the understanding and applica-
tion of the theory of the Permanent Rav-
olution, Thoelrs—the defoat of tha Per
manent Kevolotios.

The word permanent, like the word
dlnlectic or Imperialism or 8 whole ser-
les of other words are used in the poll-
fleal sense and not In the owrgeols
dil:tfﬂhury gense, The theory of thea
permanent revolution has  nothing in
common with the old Bucharin consept,
which on the basls of the October rev-
olution, estimates that & mounting wave
of revohitlons, one right on top of the
other, would aweep caplinlism from tho
earth in ome straight line. The theory
of the Permanent Hevolutlon docs not
donslder as “permanent”, the time ele-
mend In the serles of revolutlon. The
theory of the Permancnt Hevolution
considers the development of the revelu-
tien from eouniry to country, In their
interrelationship, regardless of ebbs and
flows, PERMANENT until the class pro-
biema of the proletariat are SOLVED.
Tisk nz follow the process of the class
struggle, explaining the meaning of the
M'ermanent Revolotlon and its relation to

This | Amerlean Imperialism,

clearly reveals the present stage of cap-]! The moat important Marzian concept to-

itnlism as the decay stage.

Although o solution for capitallsm is
not possible, a bresthing spell for acme
imperiallsts by obtalning markets, by
establishing Fasclsm in Germany, by
amashing the Saviet Unionm iz possibla.
A leare of life for capitalism depends
s much wopon the wetionm or rather, in-
actlon af the proletarian vangunrd as it
does npon the actlon of the leading Im-

doy, repeated by Stallnlsm in dead form
but not understood in Mving reality, is
the Lenin formula, “Without a revolu-
tionary theory there ¢an be no revolu-
tion,” In 1917, Lenin and Trotaky flled
this formuls with reality by applying
the theory of the Permanent Revolation
to the weakest link in  the capltalist
chain, Other weak links of the ecapital-
ist chain followed, in Italy, in Gormany

marialiats.

The Amerfean '

Imperlallsts are a8

1918, In Hungary, In Finland, in  Ral-
garia, in Germeny in 1623 and in Ching,

bul all were drowned in the workers’
bland, Wenk links and favorable ob-
jective shtuations lat—wrong  policies,

The vanguard fighters already know
the role socla]l democracy ployed in these
revolutions, It iz the task of the Left
Opposition to explain the role Stalinism
played in these vevolutlons since 1023,
Hiztory will look to Stalinizm for an
amswer. And the questlon ean only be
amswensd upon the basis of the applica-
tion of the theory of  fhe Dermanent
Hevolutlon, Staliniam as a bod and now
a8 the flower of the reacilon against
October did mot then, nor does it now,
understand the theory of the I'ermanent
Dovolutlon, Btalinlam has  merely oas-
urpsd tlas heritage of the October Rev-
olutton, which s the first froit of the
theory of the Fermanent Revolubien.

There are reasons for the one BUCCEES-
ful revolution and the many  faflures
that follewed. The determining factor
in the problem was not the objective
condition which was the most favorable,
but the vangunrd and its policies or lack
of policies, The major defeats of the
prolefiarint and the Communist vanguard
commmenced with the 1923 revolution In
Germany. [Up to that time the Hussian
revolution under the leadership of Lenin
amdd Trotsky was consolidating  itself,
the Imternationnl was huilding a world
party, and the workera were In motion
agalnst world capitalism. Upon the de-
feat of the 1923 revolntlon the Amerlean
dollar propped up decoy eapitallsm, and
Htalinlzm replaced Marxlam in the Com-
munigt Internationnl., The theory of
pocialsm In one countey replaced the
theory of the Permanent Revolutlon, na-
tional reformism reploced internatlonsl-
lam.

The theory of the Permanent Revolos
tion may be outlined in the following
manner;: “First, It embraces the problem
of the transltlon of the democratle rev-
olotlon Iofe the socialist. This 1a really
the historle origin of the theory. The
conception of the perfmanent revolutlion
wag set up by the great Communists of
the middle of the 1%h dentury, by Marx
and his adherents, In opposition to the
doemocratic ideslogy which, as I8 Enown,
preeumed that all quoestions should be
aetiled poacefully, in the reformist or
evolutionary way, by the erectlon of the
‘rational’ or democratle state, Marx re-

garded the bourgeols revoluHlon as

A Letter to the Work

this

u':mnt:’ AUGUST 20, 1932

Trotsky Replies to a Calumny
of the Social Democrats

mny name because during the thirty-five
yvenrs of my conscious life 1 have served
amd continue to serve in so fur a8 my
forces permlt me, the cause of the ém-
ancipation of the worklng class, )

—Hut the Soviet power, the Messrs.
dAoclul Democratic journalists will reply,
didin't it employ messures of reprigal
againzt the aporchists of the Lefg Soclal
Hevolutionists whe sttempted to organize
an insurrection? To be sure! But the
difercnee les precisely lo this—an in-
gigniieant diference, sn't 1L comrades,
workersY=—that with us it was a matter
of defending, not o bonrgeols state, but
a proletarian state, The Bolsheviks Lad
previously organized the October Insur-
viéction (1917) by means of which the
proletarlat overthrew the bourgeolsle,
took pocseazlon of 1t banpks and factor
fea, confiscmted the lood of the rureal
gentry uond turned i over to the peasants,
chased out the parasites from thele pal-
aees amd put up the workers' children in
them, deprived the cxplelters of  thedr
voling righis, concentruted the  power
and the weapons in the hands  of the
workers nnd thus guarded the fArst pro-
fetariun state agalnst It enemics, It is
precisely thereln that the regime of the
proletarian dictatorship consists,  Yes,
we have defended this regloe effectively
with guns in hand, For its defense we
crepted the Red Army. Soccial democroey
of the entlre world condemned us and
hurled all sorts of curses on our heads,
The {erman social demoecracy supported
e Holensollerns who trled (o strungle
ithe Boviet republie. Hut the Holsheviks
did not allow fhemselves to be strungled,
With an iron fist they defended the
workers” siate. The domestic encmies of
the proletarian Adldatorshilp were the
bourgeclale divested of thelr rights, the
bourgesds ofleerds and students, geotle-
men of the type of Conred! who ssmos-
Binatisl my fiend Yorovaky, The Rus-
mlan  pocial demoerats (e Mensheviks
amd  the Hoclal Neveolatlonlsis) directly
and  indirectly supported this  struggle
ngnlnst the workers' state. In all in-
stances in which they rose agalnst It
with guns In hand, we treated them
without merey.

But the Zurich social democracy 1s
decelving you when it refers to  Lenin
ol Trotaky to justify it bloody violence
against the workers rising againat the
enplinlist state. Vielence iz used, to be
sure, in both Instaneess, Wherever the
cligses are conducting an  implacable
strnggle, o the o=t aoalysis, we always
urrive at o point where violencs 18 ro-
sorfed to. Thiz will glways be the case
ns long as the classes continge to exist,
But the whole question 15 determined by
what cliss exercizes the violence,

Ab one of the sessions of the TRreat-
Litovek conference, on January 14, 1918,
General HofMman, the actual head of the
German Genernl Staf on the Eastern
Front, protested agninst the violence em-
ployad by the Soviet governmet. 1 take

“m:uhs out.

the oceasion to quote  verbatim  from

direct Introduction
revolution.”

“The second aspect of the 'parmapent’
theory already characterizes the socinlist
revolution az soch. For an indefinltely
lamg time nnd in constunt inlernnl strug-
gle all social relations are transformed.
The provess nectsearily retaing a politicsl
charfacter, that Is, It develops through
collisions of various groups of soclety
in travsformation. Ouotbreaks of  Clvil
War and forclgn wars alternale with per-
foda of ‘peacciul’ reforms. Revolutions
in cconomy, technigue, seence, the fam-
ily, mofula mnd nsages develop ln com-
Micnled reclprocal action and do Dot
allow society to resch an  eguilibrivm,
Therein les the permanent character of
the social revolution as such™

*I'he international chaencter of  (he
vocial revolutlon which constitutes the
third aspeet of the theory of the per-
manent revoalution, resulis from (he sinle
of economy nnd soclal structose of ho-
manity. Internatlonalism s no abstract
priociple, but a theoretleal and political
reflection of the charmeter of world eco
nomy, of the world development of pro-
duciive forcea, and the world scale of
the clasz struggle. The social revoly-
tion beghng on national grounds. Bat It
cannot be completed on thesp grounds."™

“In an isoleted proletarinn  dictator-
ghip, the internal and external sontradie-
tioms grow inevitably together with the
growing suceesses, Hemalning lsolated,
the proleturcian state must fnally b
come g vietlm of these pontradictions.
The way out for it lies only in the vie-
tory of the proletariat of the advanced
countries. Viewed from this standpoing,
the natlonal revolution i= not a self-sof-
ficlent whole! it iz only a link in the in-
ternational chaln, The Infternational rev-
olution presents a permanent process in
apite of all flecting rlses and fu)ls"*

What s the relatlon of Amorican lm-
perlallam to this theory, or to be more
h4L-:|:=.'|.L-|:. the continuation of the Rosslan
jrevolutlon to the world revolution? The
United States as the strongest link of
world eapitalism struggles to prevent (he
proletarian revolution from  absorbing
the world, no matter where the clvil war
World capitalism, which in-
cludes Amerlean  Imperialism  as  the
dynamo of the aystem of reaction, in-
tervenes In every closs struggle between
the explolters and exploited.

The weak links of the capitalist chaln

ta  the proletarian

* ANl quotations from L. D Trotsky,

| The Permanent Revolution, New York,
the 19831

ers of Zurich

the minutes the following extract from
my Foply:

“The hoporable gencral has remarcked
thut our government resis on foroe and
employs violenee against all those who
profess ndverse idens which are stigma-
tized s counter-revolutionary. The
honorable general is absalotely correct
when he saye that onr government resta
on foree. Up to the present, history has
not known any other t¥pe of government.
A3 long as society will be composed of
elagdes engaged In stroggle, the  siate
will inevitably be an arm of compulsion
and will make n=e of a eocreive appar-
almg | . That, in one actlons, which
agtonishes and onteages the governments
of other coumiries -is the fact that we
arrest not the strikers bmi fhe enpitnl-
sty who lock out the workers, the [act
that we do not shoot down the peasnnia
who demand the lnnd bal arvest the Inmd-
ed gentry and the afffieers who attempled
to sahoot down the pensants™

The leaders of fhe Hurleh demaecracy
hoave not gone any fucther fha Geoeral
flaffmon in =o far as they speak of vio-
Teniee without definlng the eln=s which
employs this  violende, And  for  good
eange: the soclal democraey cnnmal pose
this gquestion openly and hounestly, since
fix lepders thems=elves serve the eapdtals
ist rogime, o the petty loeal qoestions,
the secondary ones,  for  example—@he
municipal questiona, the soclal democracy
attempts to hargain with eapitalizm for
the workers, In order to malontain  its
authority among them, Ttui wherever
it iz o matter of the fondamestal intar-
est of the capltali=t ovdee and of pri-
vile property. the vory foumlations of
the exploitation of man by man, thers
the soclal democraey, in Switzerland, in
Giermuny, in Auwsicrin, in Froanee ood in
the entiee world, lovarkahly takea the
gide of the exploiters, Tt hag once more
demonsteated this In & striking fashlon
by the Juoe eveuts ln Zurleh,

finee the gentlemon of the soclal dem-
ocratle leadership bhave tnken sdvantage
by referring to Lenin and fo myself In
casting off theld gullt, T will =ay the
followling o eongluslon: althongh I ean-
nat Juwdge the events In Zoerleh except
through the aceounts rendeved by the
honrgeals Journnls to which [ ean hardly
aceoridl more than ten percent of cmdence,
I mevertheless declore in nll seenrily,
slnce the labor movement 12 Involved,
That all my sympathltes are withowt g
slightest reserve on thoe slde of those
who participated In the stelke, who prio-
tested against the brotalltay of the policae
and who have fallen vletims of the new
attacks. No matter what  the  toncticsl
views of the Hurkch Commuonizts may be,
I will miways be found on the same side
af the barricnde with them. BEven iF
they have commitbed one mistake or an-
other—I do not know of any—these are
the miztakes of our cluss, these are the
mistakes of the proletarinn  eevolution

which 1a ralsing (s hend agninst  the
capitaliat yoke. Im ospite of  all  the
“democratic™ peacock-featheors with

which thie socinl democreacy i3 covering
ftsclf up, it has acted and it iz acting
In the events of Hurich sz the direct

American Imperialism

agent of the class enemy. The noeclal
(Continuml on page )

muat be smashed,
tion

Thiz Oelober fevolig-
must be extemnded. The ifron ring
of the world eapitalists, (with the back-
ing of the Amerlean dollar)d avomwied the
Boviet Union mus=t be broken. The ox-
tenzion of the October revolutlon means
ta fight, aof only the natlonal bourge-
oisie, ot to fight world eaplinlizm and
particalarly the ceonomic pressare  of
American fmperializm,

The break-down of capitalfsm, in the
ceonomic and poelitical eriziz sioyvs the
hands of world eapitalism In (helr Aght
against the world proletariat and the
revolutionary workers fighting the ecap-
italists on the “weak link", The inter-
ventlon of the imperialists in support of
the capitalista of the “wenk link™ only
becomes effective when the vanguard of
the proletariat does not present a poliey
baged om o Aarzian vevolullonnry (heory,
In Russin  sith Lenfn sl Trotsky, the
correct revolutionary theory and action
held at bay the world eapitalist  Inter-
ventign, DBut the non-Morxion revola-
tionary theory of Stalini<m, for n series
of revolutions, sinee 1093 did wot eondbile
the proleiarint to kold in el the coun-
tor-affensive of 1he [mperiaiiare,

Omly after the defeat of the German
revolution in 1EE weepae (e warlil im-
perlalists  snecessful in thelr infeeven-
tien through the Dawes Man and then
the Young Plun.  And likewise, in every
other revolutionary situation, the world
ecapltalists intervened at ihe sinrt  but
were only suecesaful to (v degree that
the pollckes of the vangnard  deviated
from Motrxism, from the theory of the
Permanent Hevolotion, Corrcct  theory
amnd correct action 18 ne guarantes to
vietory but only throogh the Alarxian
molicy and action ean the prholetariat
gain power,

American lmperfalism In ita  “peace
role™ stands as the bulwark against the
extenzlon of the October revolution, We
cxpect nothing else from Amerlea and
fight accordingly, Today we have another
problem. Stalinism I8 & wew growth of
revialonism, polzoning the Marxian
stream with the theory of soclallsm in
ane countey. A theory which stifles and
checks the action of the Communist
partkes In the struggle to extend the
Oetober revolution.

To extend the October revolution,
means to understand the rolation of Am-
erfean Imperialism to world capitalism
and world cconomy. To extend the Oct-
obfer revolution means to reject the Stal-
inist revisfonist theory of soclalism in
one country and all that flows from §t
To extond the October revolution means
i the first plaee, o arm the vinguard

with the Marxian theory of the Perman-
ent Mevolution,



