On Stalinist-Pacifist Relations

Augusat 8, 1933
Mr. Rdgoer Baldwin, Director
Amerlenn Clvil Liberties Union
New York City
My dear Baldwin:

You left the anti-war conference at the
Labor Temple last night after your open-
ing speech as the representative of the
samerican Committee for the World
Congress against War”  Allow me to in-
form you of whai teanspired after your
departure and o put some  guestions
to yow.

Two resolutions were presented for
conzideratlon—the official (paclfist) re-
golution presented In the name of your
committes, and u different resclution,
outlining the Leninist program for the
fight against war, preseoted by the de-
legntion of the Communist Left Opposi-
tlon { Bolshovik-Leninists ).

The floor war then given to a4 number
of apeakers who defended the offfieial re-
solitlon and attmcked the resslution of
the Left Opposition. DPacifists, “Left”
Bociallats, oficlal Communists and others
gpoke. The leader of the attack on the
Leninist resolation, appropriately enowgh,
was Olgin ; the same Olgin whom youn will
remember 83 the ardent patriot who at-
tacked the Lenlp program in  1917-18
from the standpoint of Wilson's 14
points.” Ounr request for the floor to de-
feod our resolutlon and answer the af.
tacks made against it was refused by the
& b AT,

Was it & prearrgnged plan on your
part to leave the meeting and thua glve
taclt support to the steam-rolling of the
Bolahevik-Lenindsts, or ddid you Thave
other engagements, more Important apd
more pressing at the moment, than the
guestion of the Aght against war and the
prinelple of free apeech in o moevement
amder your leadership?

I am inclined to the Arst assumptlon.
And, from g political point of view, your
indirect support of the suppression of
the Left Opposition at the conferenoe 18
quite comprehensible. You, and the tend-
ency ¥ou repréesent—pacifism—were  in-
dubltably the victors at the conference
In the united front between the Stalin.
Ists and the pacifisis in  the antl-war
movement the Stallndsts have ylelded the
priveiple positions all along  the lline,
from Parla to New York, The program,
the ¢haracier of the preparatory pro
paganila and the leadership are pacifist.
In return for these concessions you nl-
low the Stalinista to  manipulate the
movement organizationally and to  sup-
preas the volee of the Ieft Opposltion
which they fear more than anything else.
That §= what your united front looks
like to us.

It must he admilted, again from =
politienl point of Yew, that yon and your
fellow-thinkera have made an excellent
bargain, We cannot condemn it on those
grounds, for we bove never put the gues-
tion of free speech and democracy as
the fundamental goestlon. We have
stote] more than once that we conld re-
conclle ourselves even to burenucracy if
it could be demonsirated that it serves
a revolutlonary end. It Iz precisely be-
cause the Bialinist bureaucracy works
in an opposite direction, because It
sorves @3 g blind instruoment of repe-
tion, that we oppose it so Intransigeant-
Iy,

But some clarifleation s nesded as to
your position. Hitherto you hawve de-
fended free specch as a principle, even
te the extent of demanding it for the
Mensheviks In Russip and the Ko Klox
Klan in Ametflea, Thot was vour right,
aof courae.  Buot I you have modified yoar
atandpaint ; §if yon  have declded to
gperifice the princlple of free  spesch
where we are concernisd in a movement
under the direction of your natonal com-
mittea in return for the truly enoTmons
concesslons In principle made by the

The Conferénce Against War assembled
o August 8th at the Labor Temple, ré-
presenting numerons labor and fraternal
organlzations of New York, declares
that the problem of Imperlalist war and
aggression ngninst the Soviet Union hus
now become p omost acobe gquestlon re-
quiring the immediate consideration of
the working class of this country and
the rest of the world.

The present world-wide crisis of cap-
ftalism is accentuating the confllcts
among the Imperialist powers to the high-
est degree and by the very nature of
capltalist society Iz driving them head-
long towards another bloody cowfict for
the re-diviston of the markets and other
spurces of power In the world, in which
each of the great powers, expecting @
victorlous ounteome, hopes (0 emerge
from the ¢risis raging o 1t midst. The
numersus  “disarmament”  conferences
which bhave been held in Geneva are an
enormous swindle, comparable to  the
varlons “peace"” conferences and mansag-
vers of the days before the world war of
1914-18, which were caleculated by  the
fmperinlist powers merely for the pur-
pose of jockeying for positbon In  the
fleld of armaments and for lulling the
working closs of the world into a fesl-
Ing of false security durlng which all
the preparations woere actaally  belog
made for war ltself. The preaching of
“disnrmaments” iz pernicions, hypoorisy
which, In reallty, servea to disarm the
working class at the same time that the
capitalist class s arming itself to the
LeElh,

War and the Soviet Unicn

The preparations for a4 new Imperialist
world war g0 on simultancously with the
preparations for an ageressive assanlt
upan the Soviet Unlon. The imperialista
have a permanent hatrved for the Ho-
viet Unlon not only because of the eco-
nomic advances it has made, but prim-

position's Reso

at the Anti-War Conference

Stalinistz, then you ought to make a
frank public explanation of your change
of posltion and the reason for 0t

Frankness and clarity are of special
importance In every sapect of the strug-
gle against war which Incorporates at
tha present moment all the interests of
the U. 8B 8 R. and the world proletar-
iat. In the struggle against war both-
ing iz more dengerous and disarming
than ambiguity and deception. Let the
position of every group be made clear
in every respect! The faction to which
I bilong—the Rolshevik-Leninist factlon
=-favites Itzell especially to this work of
clarification, not only of its own posls
tion but al=o of others,

In putting these gueéstloas to you I
trust you will understand that they are
meant Invidicusly in a personal seose,
I do not doubt the sincerlty of your in-

tentlons iy the antl-war movement, It
iz your program that we oppose. It is
the ambiguity as te your sttitude to-

ward the right of the Left Oppoaltion
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{Continged from page 2)
pecepted because they were tested in the
very erucible of war and revolution, will
alzo make thelr way. Of that we have
always been confident, and our eonyic-
tions were strengthened manifold by the
feelle, cowardly, apologetic defense the
Stalinists made agalnst our critlclsms at
the Labor Temple.

The Conference, we safd, centered
ujsn our standpoint, muoeh to the chag-
rin of the Stalinists, They had orlgin-
ally planned the whole affair as an ela-
borate masquernde, & repetitlion of the
catastrophle experiments with the An-
glo-Hossian Committes and the Antl-Im-
porinlist League, Instead of a revolu-
tionary presentation of the Communist
position, as an absolute pre-rsguisite for
a united front with the non-Communist
masses, the party planned a “respect-
able” movement for which the Hberals
woirld  furnlsh  the window-dressiog,
thereby prezumably enabling the party
to win the masses—withoul the masaes
knowlng o thing about it! Listen to how
the party-conteolled MNew Masses of this
Aungust, with the distinguished Olgin on
itg editorial boand, speaks thos of the
movement ; there must be bullt “a real-
istie, uncompromising, American, peace,
movement, cooperatine actively with the
pane and determined foress of peaes In
other countries to the end that the war-
mitkers may be exposed and checkmated
on every front”, “Bane and determined
forees of peace”—how smoothly these
Htalinized dilettontes slip back Ints the
Innguage of “sane” Iberalism, of the
Nation and the New Republie!

In harmony with this dazzling plan to
present paclflsm as revolutionary, while
revolutionaries are dressed upointo pacl-
fists, the party had declded pot to send
official delégates to the anti-war confer-
enee, apparently under tha Impression
that this would somchow prove that
the confersnte waa opothing 1 not
reapectable, We are able to state
here confidently and on  incontroverti-
ble  anthority  that this was the or-
Iginal plan of the party strategists.
They decided only at the very last min-
ute to change this plan—only after the
appearance of last week's  MItant,
where we exposed this cowardly piece of
opportunlam and announesd  that
would go to the Conference {6 present
our point of view., Not even Baldwin,
apparently, was tipped off to the change
in the party’s plans, because he referred
In hiz specch to the fact that “of courae”
the Communlst party would not pattl-
cipate officially.

Lenin's Fundamental Views

By the Stalinists in Alliance With the Pacifi

arily beeanse 4 18 the fatherland of the
workers evorywhere, the beacon UHght
which Inspirea the proletariat throughout
the world to intensify 1ta fght for em-
ancipation from capitalism,

The strength of the Internatlonal pro-
letariat is the best defense of the Soviet
Union. The attack wupon the latier,
therefore, Is commenced by the capitallst
offensive and the assaults of Fasclsm
wpon the working class outside the So-
viet Unlan, War againat Ruzsla fa a
military continuation amd. prolongation
of the aitack apon the proletarlat in
every country. The defense of the So-
viet Uniom cannot be conceived of with-
out a revolutionary struggle of the wok-
ing class in all lands, led by the Com-
munlst parties, against thelr own bowr-
prodsle, Defense of Russia without posi-
tlve participgtion in this revolutionary
struggle s merely a lberal gesture.

War s not an arbiteary act of ovil-
dolng individuals. It ia the inevitable
product of captalist imperialism which
cannot be abollshed withoot the over-
throw of the ruling class and its sysfem.
Only to the extent that the working class
Iz united wnder the leadership of the
Commuoniat party will it be able to con-
duct an effective struggle against the
danger of Imperialist war and military
Intervention against the Soviet father-
land of the proletariat.

The war of 1014-1%18 not only reveal-'

od the bankruptey of capitalist soclety,
but above all the bankruptey and. treach-
ery of the socinl democracy of all lands,
including the pactfista, who served b an
gbatacle in the path of working closs
struggle asainst war, Paclfism and so-
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to participate and defend its viewpoint
in the conferehces organized under the
auspices of Four oatlonal committes {hat
we seek to clear up.

The Left Opposition ls oot against the
particlpation of sincere pacifista in the
antl-war conferences. It 1s against the
paciflst program and the pacifist leader-
ship, aided by the treacherous sanction
of the Btuliniai bureaucrats. To that we
will always counterpose the Lenin pro-
gram and the revolutlonary leadership.
This aim motlvated our appearance at
the conference last night and gur request
from the fAoor there, It will be the same
in the future.

sire an answer now stands: Do you and
the “American Committes for the World
Congress against War™ of which you are
A prominent member, moeognize our
right to particlpate In the conferences aod
meetings under s direction and to de-
fend our views there, or have you come
te a taclt agreement with the Stalinistas
to exclude us? We will find the way Lo
popularize the Lenin progrom  In any
cage, We ask no favors. The sole abject
of this inguiry is clarification of your

position, Yours,

JAMES P, CANNON,
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nti- War Confence

Further Indicatigns that thiz was the

original plan is seen in the fact that
officlally the T. 0. UL L, the red trade
gnlon central organization, sent oot a
aingle delegate. The Young Communist
Lengue, which has as ong of its highest
tasks the struggle agalnat war and mill-
tarism, wus not represented by a single
delegate?! And even the party did not
senl any of its prominent leadera. To
represent official Communism, it sent a
successful dentist, an equally successful
lawyer, a business man, amd a second-
hand journelist. The conference must

not b “too Hed”. It mnst be respects
able, It must satisfy the liberal aun-
thorg, painters, poets and actors. It

must confirm to the idea of a IO S T
nde.

A big debacle iz belng warmed up for
ug In the Stallnist kitchens, If In no
other gquestion, then at least In the ques-
tion of the struggle against war the Stal-
Inlsgs have had a “conslstent” polley.
Daily, deafening, endless erles about the
“war danger”, and opportunistic, come-
binations with all the shady and dubl-
ous elements lnalde and ontslde the labor
movement to “lead” the struggle againat
war and for the defense of the Soviet
Union as a substitute for the leadership
of the Commulat party. This was the
meaning of the combination with Pur-
cell and Co., with OChiang
Wang Chin Wel and Feng Yu-hslang, as
well as with all the other adventurers and
traltors who used Stalin's “Anti-Tmper-
lalist League” either as a rmefuge from
working <¢lass storms at home or a3 &
Communistie Monte Carlo where thelr
fortunes might be replenished. In no
case was this heollow substitute for a
revolutionary struggle suecessful in ad-
vancing the genuine aopti-war movement
by an inch or In adding to the defense
of the Boviet Unlom

The present course being followed by
the Comintern In the Barbusse Congress
enterprise can lead to only one conclu-
glon: catnstrophe, One mote  or  less
will not matter, say the cynics, They
are wrong. ‘The capltal accumnlated by
others and wsurped by Stalin iz far from
inexhaustible, Each debacle has served
to dimdnksh . Stalin continees  to
squander it and brings the world rey-
olutionary movement and the Soviet Un-
fon Inerepsingly cloger to a horrible end,
It is high tlme for the Communist work-
ers to awaken and act, The Opposition
will be at their side

MAX SHACHTMAN.

tion at the

Which Were Voted Down
sts

clal democracy, today also, are the petty
ourgeols agencles of imperlallsm In the
ranks of the working class. The confer-
ence condemns and rejects the views af
these tendencles as dangerous to  the
genuine struggle against war. “Heslat-
anes to war”, “general strike Lo stop
war" amnd slmilar slogans of pacifsm
are deceptive phrases and gestores,
without the revolutionary unification of
the working class under Communist
leadership which can put an end to war
only by worklng systematically to con-
vert the imperialist war into a civil war
of the proletariat agalnst the bonrge-
“olsie.

In the event of an cutbreak of lmper-
falist war, the working class decisively
rejecta the renctlonary iden of defense
of fatherland”, for it has noe fatherland
except the Soviet Unfon. In a war of
imperialism, the working class takes a
defentist positlon. While participating
in the armles of the capitalists for the
alms of it own class, the proletariat
works for the defeat of its own bour-
geolsie as the first step in the overthrow
of its capitalism. The struggle against
war, therefore, Is primarlly the strug-
gle agalnt one's own ruling class and
does not begin only when war has hroken
ont. It must be carried omn In the same
class zpirit: before, durlng and after the
outbreak of war.

The Hey Danger—Hitlerlsm

While calllng the attention of the
workers to the acute threat to the Boviet
Tnlon contained in  the Japanese at-
turks on Manchurla, supported by French
fmperlalizm, which s the mest active
supporter and organizer of the anti-Zo-

The specific question to which we de-
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In the first perlod of the crisis i

| Communist League of America advanced
a series of slogans for the fight agalnst
nonemployment. Among these, and as an
outstanding propaganda slogan, we ad-
vanced the slogan, “For the Bix Hour
Day, the Flve Day week WITH KO RE-
'l.'.ll.'ET[l.'}I'-: IN PAY." Today, Hoover,

Green and Hearst are moking capltal ont
of the six-hoir doy, Ave-day week pro-
posal, 1t ia advisable to review the pre-
gent strogEle and find out why the capl-
talists have stolen o march on the work-
ers, WHO is responsible, and FIND OUT
WHAT THE RESULT WLLL: BE. The
slogan for the six hour day has been ad-
vanced Iln one form of the other by wn-
ions for over a decade, but not until
the present ¢risis and the establishment
of a permanent army of uwonemployed has
the slogan attracted widespread atten-
tion by different classes, for different
ends. Thizs must be explained.

The trememdons inerease in productive
forges, the rationalization since the last
war, hag lald the economic base for a
corresponding change in the use of labor
power. Around the value form of the
product “the capitaliats attempt to reor-
ganlze the Amerlcan labor power, on the
basis of the reorganized Industrial strue-
ture of Americanr imperialism, From
thizs Hows ingremsed class  struggles.
Aromnd the attempted reorganization of
the labor power, will first develop strug-
gles om  Immedigte demands that can
head In short order Info deeper channels.
If we allow the capltalists to reorgan-
ize the labor power to thelr own liking
the workers wlll have less space Does=
sary for the running juomp to overthrow
capitallsm. If we allow the capitalisis
o reorganize the labor power without
pregenting a AMarxlsn analysis, the elass
must again condemn the vanguard for
fallgre. The Stalin palicy has already
failed  in thiz fAeld.

The Capitalist Alm

I this period of capitalism, the fall
in the rate of profit forces the capital-
ists to make up the loss by the most
drastic steps. They must change the
ratio of necessary labor (wages) and
surplus wages (surplus valoe) to thelr
interest, The lengthening of the work-
day has given way to the speed-up and
denstie reduction of wages In order to
reiluce the neceszary labor and inerease
the surplus labor to keep up the falling
rate of proflt. In crisea, and in sections
of fhe industrial strocture the capital-
{sts are atill able to lengthen the work-
day, but the general trend is in the op-
posite direction, due to the developed
productive forces which forces them to
regort to spesd-up aml  general  Wage
euts.  The developed productive forces
gince the war have foreed Into the siroe-
| ture for the first time an absolute de-
erease of the number of workeras om.
played in productlon, which openel the
ldoor for a permapent army of millions
tof unemployed workers.

This new conditlon called for new
petion on the parct of the capltalists to-
ward the commodity, labor power, If they
intend to continue to exploit the work-
ers.,  Likewize, It calls for bold steps by
the workera' vanguard ; to wtillze the oon-
tradiction in the capitalist system to en-
{able the class to take one or more sheps
forward, Thiz can be done in  many
ways, but in this fleld it can only be done
one way—and that I8 by presenting o
Marxion analysls of the higher relation
of labor power to production and pre-
gent o Marxian program of action for
| the class. The party under Stallnist
lendership not only failed in this task
bt now comed out with action that
closes the door to the whole problem.

The Editorfal of the Dally Worker of
"August 4 (city editlon) dealing with
Hoover-Green  shorter week  proposal
!pmys into the hande of the capitalista

i
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in the ranks of Communism. The editor-
inl tells us in terms none too mild that
the Hoover-Green, amd we moy  add,
Hearst Five<lay week proposal is a man-
euver against the working class. To be
opposed  te  the Hoover-Hearst-Green
ghorter week proposal s not & dif-
fdeult  thing for a Communist pa-
per but to present elass reasons why
take up. To paes off the shorter work-
day proposal of the capitalista as an-
other stogger plan I to miss the very
center of Lhe contradiction, the relation
of production and the commodity labor
[FOWET, Not to understand this A
B C of Marxism economy, makes [m-
possible an adoption of Marxlan tactles
and strategy for the class
A Btalinist Muddle

The editorial further, either through
iguorance or les, confuses the siagger
plan with the struggle for, “The slx hour
day, the five day week and no reduction
in pay.” The editorial says, “The so-
clalists, the Musteltes, the Trotskyibes are
putting forward the slogan of 30-hour
wieek withoot reduction of pay. In
reality they are helping put into effect
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MILITANT BUILDERS

THE MIRACLE ISSUE

Aa our readers kpow from our front
page appeal for Anancial help we are
facing extraordinary difficolties in get-
ting the Militant out each week., Last
week they seemed so Insuperable that
after the paper was sent off to the post
ofice we still eould wot belleve it And
when ihe happy reénlizntion was borne In
on e we felt that we hoad performed @
miraele, Last week’s fssoe will go down
in the history of our movement as the
mickele laaue,

MOVING UP

Of course, one of the best aind sound-
est wayvs of obvlating such mirncles and
the asitwation which makes them neces-
gary i3 to get subs, We are doing thie
but the tempo s too slow. Bome tlme
age we warngd that the nomber of subs
which explre each werk must be more
than balanced by new aunbs  Comrides,
we are barely holding our own, We are
moving up but too slowly. The record
for thia week which we give below If
compared with last week's wolll  show
thai.

Comrades, the MilBant iz in  danger.
We ourselves must aave it,  Part of the
wark must take the form of ralglng subs,
Buba, get subs, get rencwals, We must
get snba.

A goud sign in the staff record 1 the
fact that the oldilmers are being crowd-
ed for their ploces, New comrades are
stepping out ahead of them.

J. Weber

A, Wenver

. Cowl

P. Bchulman

ii. WNashua

.. Gopdman

H. Schwartz

J. Edwards

W. Wynne
The record by branches is as follows:

1.2

bl el ot ek B e e .

New York 10 1-2
Minneapaolis a8 1-2
Chicago 2
Fhiladelphia 1

Other branches—get busy!
GERMANY—THE KEY TO THE
INTEENATIONAL SITUATION

As might have been expected with the
present developments in Germany tho
domangd for this pamphlet has shot ap
ke a sky rocket. Our supgly Iz almost
exhansted. All that we have left are
aome hundred coples. And at the rate
they mre golng they won't last  another
ten days. This is last 2all for this pam-
phigt, In next week s Izsue we will have

"and presents another heap of confusion

ork Anti.

viet movements on  Hussia's western
frontiers, the confercnce declares that
the present sitpation in Germany con-

atitutes not only Lha pravest danger to
the Soviet Union but te the exlstence
of the working class and revolutionary
movement throughout the world. Upon
victory or defeat of German Fasclsm
will depend the fate of the world work-
ing class and the Soviet Union for the|
next epech. Hitler can preserve himselt
in power only as a counter-revolutionary
apent of France and the other great
powers, only as the butcher of the Ger-
man proletarian vanguard, only as the
primary Ingtroment in a milltary  attack
on Ruszia. The defeat of Hitlerism s
theefore the immediate problem of the
whole working closs, and requires the
utmost concentration of forcea. The
conference therefore urges upon  the
German Communist Parly a consistent
application of the polley of the united
front towards the social-democratic mass-
eg to annibilate Fasclsm In the form of
a proposal to  the soclal democratic
party for a united front on the basis of
concrete minimum demands, almed at a
united desth-blow to the Hitlerites, The
policy of the united froot developed wn-
der the leadership of Lenin and Trot-
sky at the Third and Fourth Congresscs
af the Communist International, the
runity of the working class will make it
possible to smash Hitlerlsm and  thus
destroy the instruments of reactlon dir-

to anmounce it as out of print

ar rence

Beginning with the pext issue, the
Milltant will print brief sketches of
the lndividuwls chosen to head the
Barbusse- 1ol lugd-Wells-Gorky-Binclait
“Congress Against War™ From these
sketehes our readers will be able to
galn an idea of the records of those
to whom the leadership of o “strug-
gle against imperialist war™ has been
entfusted, Walch the next la=os]

Soviet Unlon. To leave such a  move-
ment in the hands and under the leader-
ship of confusionists and pacifists like
Henrl Barbnsse, Romaln Rolland, H. G
Wells, and their Amerlcan followers can
only prevent the unfolding of a revolu-
tlonary anti-war struggle,

As against a movement led and domin-
ated by such elements and ideas, the
conferenee wurges the Communlst Inter-
patlonal and the Red International of
Labor Uniops to convens an Interna-
tlonnl (Congress to which shall be public-

ly Invited the Second International, the|

Internatlonal Foederation of Trade Un-
fous (Amsterdam), the Internationnl
Workingmen's Assoclation (Anarcho-Syn-
dicalists), in order to prepare a world-
wide struggle against the danger of Im-
perialist war, against the threat of Fase.
ism In Germany and for the defense of
the Boviet TUnlon, Conveeatlon of @
aimilar gathering In Betlin in April 1922,
initiated by the Communist Internstionsl

rebed at the Soviet Union, The problem
of the struggle against war ls now posed
most acutely by the Fascist mennce in
' Germany and it iz there that the battle
la poncentrated at the moement,

For Revolutionary Struggle Against War
| The acuteness of the situation requires
"that the Communist International shall
tuke the initistive o leadership in the
developawent of an internntional strog-
, Ele against war and for the Jefense of the

and Including the Second amd Two-and-
a-Ialf Internationals served admirably
to broaden the movement for a revola-
tionary struggle agalnst capitalism.

In the meanwhile, the Conference urges
that such o plan be exconted immedintely
on & national scale in the United States.

The Conference instructs lts delegntos
fo the World Cougress agninst War fo
adopt u position there In harmeny with
the views expressed in this resolutiown

The Party and the 6-Hour Day Slogan

the atagger plan” The above argument
is about n= effective as the altra-Leftlst
who savs: becan=e the capltallsta rule by
the pevlimment and the Communisis pars
tlelpate ln parliaments, both are fakers;
s the capitalistz advoeate socinl in-
aurapnce anill the Communist advocate
goclal nud unemployment insucanee  the
Communizts are no Letter thap the cap-
ifmlist=, Every imunedinte demand hos
two aldes to o, Its explolter and  ex-
Mobted side, ite reformise and revolas
tionary side. In the atruggle for mme-
dinte demands the enpitalists aud reform-
ers struggle for one end, and the revoln-
tlonists for the other. Such iz the case
with wmemployment lnsurance, with elec-
tlons, with =sirlkes, with eleil war and
likewiss with the demnnd for the six-
hour day the five day week, and po re-
dagction of pay.

The HStalinlsts present the seven-hour
ilny slogan as correct, und the alx-hour
doy slogan as false The editorial bases
ita srgument upon, “the full tlme work
week being wromnd 50 hours, the demand
for the 30 hour week without vedoction
af Py wonld e not to take the s[irog-
gle of the workers serlonsly amd to
pave the way for the stagger plan” The
bonrgeols average of 50 honrs a week
for full Hime workers {(how many at full
time work In the erisis?y does not de-
termine the slozam for the class, as Stal.
inisnt comlends.

The six-lour duy, Ave-day week, with-
out reduction In pay s based upon the
needs of the workers at the préestut stage
of Ameriean  capitallsm. The editorial
aays, “Through speed.up the capitalista
hope to get out of the workers the same
production in the six hours oz they now
ger ont of nn eight hour day.” The
capitallsts have alrendy accomplished
this in the past and in the future the
ppeed-up will be inerensed, even though
the workers don't get any reduction in
honrs.  Seven  hours,  ander  capitalist
speed-up, is teo much. The workers can-
not atand the pace, The hours must be
reduce] to aix I ordinary health is to
be had. The atruggle for the six-lour
day dors not mean the 30 hour week av.
crage.  The ¢lght hour movement of the
eighties did not mean a 48 hour Average
The six hour day astruggle is the driving
foree to reduce all hours in industrles
that run all the way from 8 to 16 hours,
If we win the six hour day it will only
mege sbout a 40 hour AVERAGE for
the American indusirles

Hours and Wages

A reduction of hours for the class, on
the basis of class struggle, regardless
of the Dbosses ability here and thers to
lowwer wages—has the directly opposite
effccr on wages, Flistory proves the re-
duetions of the hours of work per day
caonses wages to rise. Marxism  also
proves this—in case some Stallnists care
to consult their Marziang economies,

We have woarned the pearty many
months ago in the columns of the Mill.
tant about the danger of playing around
with the six-hour doy alogan. We sald
if the party «id not toke the lead, the
reformera and the capitalists would fake
the lend and turn it inte o campalgn
against us to redoee the standard of v
ing further The capltalists and rpeform-
ers, through the neglect of Stalinksm now
have thelr hands on & weaponm and will
use [t om our hends  In the elght-hoar
day struggle in the Eighties the workers
had the weapon and uwsed it over the
hiemds of the capltalista, Byvery  Imimedl-
abe demand 8 o race between the classes
for the lever; and the toctics and stcat-
cgy, boscd on Marxian analyzis will de-
terming if we can oltnin the lever, in-
atead of the capltinlists, in  the class
sirngEle

The slogan, advanced by mna many
months age for “Leng Term Crediis to
the Soviet Unfon” haes alzo met the same
fote in the honds of these Stalinist mud-
dicherds, The Communist Leagee of
Amerien must intensify its activity with-
in and outslde of the party In the ¢lass
struggle to win a zreater orgnnlzed Left
Opposition to give us moere pressura upon
Stalinist revisiouism, to enable our class
and vanguard more effectively to Aght the
capitalists,

The slogan for the siz-hour day, the
five-day week, with no reduction In pay,
= the central propagands slogan for the
strnggle agalnat puemployment. To unita
the employed and unemployed upon &
zolld organizationanl basis, It I8 not &
question of social insuranee, or immediate
rellef, o the shorter work day, or long
term eredits to the Soviet Unlon or the
United Front—which Is first and which
is second, [mmediate rellef 15 the most
pressing  problem for the ¢lass ot the
mmnent but thls does not mean we build
0 mevement aronmd the slogan of jmme-
dipte rellef as the firat or central slogan,
Depending wpon ebbs and  flows, upon
sharp turns or victories, other slogans
will B shifted to the spotlight and then
replaced by one of the other slogans. The
strocture must be built on & solld or.
gantzational base, that tooches the roots
of the capitalist system that spana the
whole period of unemployment, and at
the same (ime cnebles the other slogans
to DLulld  wpon  this  structure. This
slogan is the slogan for the reduction of
hours, "“The sglx-liour day. the Ave-day
week, with no redoction In pay.”

—H.

fai"'l}ilileit.‘!.l'l' OF A YOUTH

By good fortune we have pleked up a
copy of Max Eansiman's blography of
coamriads Trotsky which 18 out of print
The title of it is—Leon Trotsky, the Por.
trait of & Youth. We have only one copy
amd we refose fo sell & But we will
turn it over to the Milltant stam to ba
Included n Its premiums to be offered
to the highest standing member of the
stuff of AMilicant Bweilders at the end of
August,




