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The Crisis inthe A.C. W.

Independent Clothing Workers§ Union Formed in Canada

In the July issue of the Advance, offi-
inl organ of the Amalgamated Clothiog
Workers Union we read a report of a
ten percent wage cut put over on the
Philadelphia membership through the de-
clston of the “lmpartial Chalrman®,
Judge Htern. This wage cut is one of
thie scascun]l wage cots that are folsted
Thmank thi ml.'-l!'l]bl."l"-rlhill of the A, . W, by
oifieial aprecment  with  the Clothing
Manufacturers' Association, in addition
to the uneeusing wage reductions in the
shops that ure nol recorded.

It has been the accepted theory and
practice of the A, C. W. that all disputes
between it and the clothing manufaciur-
ers dre settled by arbitration. Hillman
has made this svstem renowned, as the
last word of the “higher labor strategy™
in contradistinetion to the “onelvillzed”,
cjungle” method of the strike.

Mo our greal amazéement however, Wwe
pead furither in conncction with  the
above wape cut in Philadelphia the fol-
lowing ponderoms edi*orial remarks:

Hillan's New “Militancy™

“1t iz all turning in a vicious circle.
The Philadelphin  manufacturers, of]
eourae, want the wage cut for whatever|
evnsh vone it has, Dut they alse want
it oas on advertising device, They can|
tiell the trade press apd the buyers that
labor now being cheaper, they can furn
out better guality goods for the same
ey or the same quality for less
ey, Ho they get the advantage and
uee 1t, And there the vieious cirele be-
gins, First Chicago and Rochester wanted
redoctions o enable them to  compete
with Mew York amd Philadelphia. They
got whut they wanted. Now Philadel-
phin most have a further wage reduction
to be enabled to compete with Chicago
Kochester and New York, The next in
line is New York! It must compete with
Ihiladelphia. Then presumably Chlicago
aml Hochester will folow. | .

“Phe gpame will have to be stopped soon-
er or later. Perhaps later will be late aod
the industry will have gone (o the doge
The game will not be stopped by holy ine
voratlomg or righteous indignation. It is
up o the unlon amd the unfon only. It
may not be in & position teday, so 1E
must prepare for the task-—today, tomor-
row, every day. Not impartial arbitra-
fion but more unies power 18 the court
of last resori. Accounts will be SQUAT.
red even though It may take time and
efort,™

What has become of that “higher labor
strategy™ bo which are attriboted all the
‘achievementa” of the A, . W, and on
which 1Tillman prides himsgelf on avery
gecaslon?  Has not Hillmen by the grace
of thiz “higher labor strategy” pained re-
cognition aod prestige among maoufac-
tupers, politiclans, judges senators, the
glergy et al? The monumentnl achieve.
ments of the A. C. W. in the sphere of
“vivilization™ are recnlled with pride by
Hillman and his lieutenants not only om
the pages of trade union journals but
dlso, and more se, in the eapitalist press.
The Amalgamated “Labor” banks (which
porve loans to the clothing fArms and
therehy assume responsiblilty for  thelr
stability ot the expense of the workers) ;
the cooperative houses | where dwellings
are provided for the unlon officlals and
buzsiness people) ; the oonemployment in-
suranee schemes {which serve as a means
to insure the high aalaries of the ofbcl-
ala): and above all the famous “impar-
tial muchinery™ to seitle disputes in the
tndustry and avold strikes, are held ap
by Hillmon and the bosses allke as a
model to be copled by the reat of the
labor unlons

I recall an editorial that appeared fn
an New York liberal poper some time ago
in which the Amalgonmated system of
unemploy ment insurance was cltedd as an
example of a successful solutlon of the
mnemploped problem.  According to that
editorinl the A. C. W. membership were
recelving as meh as elghty percent, four-
fifths of their average wages (and thelr

wages, nEs vou know are very hich). The
cditor, of conrae, obtained his information
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directly through Hillman's offices.

#o what has become of all these great
“gehievements™ and the class collabora-
tion methods which are responsible for
them? Have they falled? Has Hillman
decided to dizcard the “clivilized” meth-
ods and turn to more union power”, to
the “court of lust resort”™? Does  he
really intend to “square accounts”, even
though “only in the fatare™? If anyone
thinks so on the basls of the hypocritical
pronunclamentos of his lckspittle editor
an the Advance, he is simply a feol or &
novice.

Collapse of “Higher Stralegy”

The Hillman bureguwceraey [eels that
all the things mentioned above are al-
reapdy too well known and properly evala-
ated, especially by the A, C. 'W. members
themzeves., The “higher labor strategy”
of the Hillman bureaucracy, which so
closely tied it te the clothing manufac-
turers and gained & high reputation, pres-
tige and medals for Hillman in the bowr-
peois world, have browght =starvation,
alavery, demoralization and despaic (o
the tens of thou=ands of clothing work-
s, There is hardly a clothing center,
here or in Canada, where the clothing
workera have not had the opportunity to
get a taste of Hillman's “clvilized™ unien
methods. And many of them are al-
ready beginning to react to these methods
in g direct and eflcacious manner.

The Amalgemated bureancracy fesls
the bankruptey of fts  “higher labor
strafegy” 1f feels It considerably and
substantinlly. It fecls it Aoancially and
organfzationally. Itz prestige s felling
precipitately : bath with the manufapctor-
ers and the workers. 13 banks are crash-
Ing. Loeal unbons and centers are re-
belling. They openly break away from
the A, C. W. decaying bedy, The HIll.
man bureavcracy s experigncing a sink-
ing of the foundation under s feet. IL
must scek a wuay of  rescuing  itself.
Hence this talk of a change of tactica.
Hepce the hypocritlcal refercoees  to
siruggles . . . “in the fature”., This 1a
egaentlally the purport of the pomderous
remarks of the mandaclons, hypoeritical
gheet, paradoxleally called Advanesa, It
1s perfidy muitiplled by crass insclence.
It will not miscad anybody.
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On the same page of the same issue of
the Advanee, a slanderous attack s made
on the pow Clothing Workers Tlnlon re-
cently formed in AMontreal, Canada, oot
of the former Amalgamated locals, This
new union was born in the open revolt of
the membership against the &, C. W, bur=
eancracy for thelr granting of wage cuts,
their terroristic methods, expulsions, and
ap forth, ‘The patience of the member-
ship reached the breaking point, First
the pressers threw inte the face of the
A. C. W, officialdom their union “protec-
tion" and the benefits of the A. O W.
and quit the union. They were followed
by the operators and tailors who jolnt-
ly organized thoemsleves Intoc the All-
Canadinn Clothing Workers Union. This
new unlan bas practically  succesded In
wresting control from the Amalgamated
in the clothing centers of Canada and s
proveeding with forther plans of organi-
ot bom,

Hillman Sank In Monireal

The strategy of the Hillman bureaw-
craey did mot avail, The manufactorers
bave not long onjoeyed the benecfic of the
wage cots, relelved from Hillman as the
prive of onion recognition. Of ng avall
warg alse the téerror and the shrewd,
tricky maneuvers of the Hillman agents
who sought to suve thelp dominance over
the workers. When the Hillman agents,
In order to save the sinking Amalgam.
ated ship, at the eleventh hour made
promises of unlon democracy and better
protection only to keep the tailors from
leaving the Amalgamated, it was already
tog late. The tailors had already cross-
pd the threshhold. To make them come
back was Impossible, The Amalgamated
ship in Montresl had sonk.

The attacks on the All-Canadian Cloth.
ing Workers Union have, as it is evi-
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The Ultra-Left Zig-zag in the Comintern
and the «Third Period»

The ultra-Left zig-zag in the Husaian
party, which began after the grain crisis
that followed the Fifteenth Congress of
the ¢ I, 8 U. ot the end of 1027, was
very soon projected in a direct llne to
the whole of the Communlst Internalien-
al. This Hight of the frightened buremu-
erats from yesterday's rank opportunism
to adventurism s embrocsd in what has
become known as the “third perlod”

The Turn at the Ninth Plenum

The arbitrarily defined perlod does not
commence in the Comintern's history
with its proclamation at the Bixth Con-
gress, but even more definitely at the
¢k Plenpum of the ©. L early in 1823,
At that time the frst signs of & working
class resurgence In Earope conld be de-
tected, but only the first signs. The vote
east for the Communist parties, particu-
larly in Germany, wWas increasing, but
with it, algo, the vote cast for the so-
cinl democracy. In a pumber of other
countries, however, the working class was
gither writhing in the pain of a still
pnsurmounted defeat, as in China, or elsd
passive under the soporific effects of a
temporary high conjuncture, as in Franca
and the Unibed States.

The Ninth Plenom, instead of establish-
ing the preclse stage of development of
the international labor movement, pro-
clalmed the rise of a "new and higher”
gtage of the Chinese revolutlon (not
counter-revolution, tut revolution!), gave
its blanket endorssment to guoerrilla ad-

vepturism, end announced from the mooth

of Thaelmann and the other spokesmen
of the Comintern that the worklog masses
throughout the world were becoming
“more and more radlicalized"”. The warn-
ings against this light-minded conceptlon
of an automatle, horlzontal progress of
the revolutionary movement, were of
no avail, for they were uttered by the
Opposition. And comceade Trotsky's clear-
gighted analysls of the real status of the
movement wos not only passed over in
sllence at the Bixth Congress to which

it was presented, but It was not even
given to  the assembled delegates,
His study on  this  subject, never-

theless remaling the firgt work written
agalnst the superficlal exaggerations and
ultra-Leftism of the post Right wing per-
lod of boreaueratic Cenirism,

The Hixth Congress In the middle of
1928 carrlsd the Nioth Plomuim a few
gteps further in absurdity. Formally, it
marked the culminating polnt of the eol.
lnboration botwesn Centrlam  and  the
Right wing (Stalin and Bucharin). Ae-
tually, It imcorporated into the foundm-
tion of the next perlod a mizture of
opportunist premises and ultra.Left de-
ductions which have been at the root of
all the confusion and defeats suffered by
Communizm since that time.

The Bixth Congress had many polats
of simllarity with the Fifth, which was
helki In 1624 after the defeat in Ger-
many. In 1624, no defedt wis ackhow-
ledged ; on the contrary, the revolution
wae proclalmed to be right ahead. Im

dent, been concelved out of the impot-
ency of the Hillman bireAucracy to save
its hold on the Cansdian organizations
and sre naturally expressive of that
mood That is why 1t accuses the nDew
union of granting bigger and better wage
cuts to the manufacturers! (They onoly
regret that they could not succeed with
such methods.) “Obvioosly”, writes the
Advance, “our organization cannot cem:
pete o this policy of unlimited redoc-

tions., We are not interested in belng
a preferred company union” (They pre-
fer b0 have the monopoly.) “It is the

business of the univn to play a protective
part in the bargaln between the unlon
gnd the smploser and not mersly to be
ganctioning every demand of the ¢m.
ployer i (Does it really do it?)

Has the editor forgotten what he has
written in the previous column about the
present polleles of the Amalgamated apd
the “wiclous ¢irele” the Amalgamated s
in, doe to these policies? But thls is
tmpossible, One might think that in
Montreal, at lenst, the A, O W, pursued
different tacties. Bat bere we read In
the declaration of the Committes of 50
that conducted the struggle against the
A C. W, bureaucracy In Montreal, the
followlng :

. If you are not famillar with
ihe methods of the Hillman ageots, give
your attention to this example:

“Hamuaelson’s s an open shop. Bome
time before the boss was paylng $3.28
for making a garment. The business
agent of the A, C. W. game along and
offered the boss to cuf the price to $226,
The condition was that the employed
foree the workers to join the Amalgam-
ated and collect dues from them. The
boaa® lawyer demanded r written agTes.
ment,. The union did not slgn the agree-
ment because the firm ks atill o posses-
glon of an Injunction procured agalnst
the Amsalgameted some Hme before. Tha
price of the garment, however, as a re-
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sult of this incident, was reduced. HIll-
man's agents ran the show in Montreal
by vicioua terror . . . The subterranean
opposition in the Amalgamated has only
been organized a year agoe. Why had
the opposition to be secret? .. .
Autocracy in the Union

“More than four years ago the Am-
algamated leadership had made a poBrom
on all the Left and progres:ive tailors.
They were thrown ou} of the uniocn and
deprived of thelr jobs. When the Lefts
had been chased out of the trade, the
problems im the union still remaioed.
The Left-baiters became the persccuted
of tomorrow for their open criticlsm of
the self-rulersbhip of the Amalgamated
bureaucrats . . o Demoecracy was abolish-
ed ! Elections for lecal officials were a
farce. Workers had to vote for candid-
atea of the cllgues. This was only [or
the Executive and Joint Boards. — No
elections for pald officials had been held
for the last five years. They were ap-
pointed by a Hillman agent” and 30
forth,

The Hes and slanders of Hillman and
his sycophants of the Advanee will not
atop the revolt of the talloes in Canada
and elsewhere, “Theilr deeds are already
too well kpown., As regacds the pew ub-
fon In Canada we may hope that the
tailers there have learned emough from
their experience with the Hillman bur-
eaueracy and its Yelvilized"” unlon meth-
ods of class collaboration not toy let them-
gelves be led into & new swamp by the
leaderas of the All-Canadian Congress
with which the new union bhas been af-
fllinted. ‘They muat remain on guard for
their Interests and build a foundation
for a reml class struggle unbon, Only
then will they have achieved a great
historlcal task In the interests of the
masses of tailors and the labor movement
In yeneéral. Only then will thelr revoit
againat the A. O W. be fully justified.
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The Civil War in Chile

Motive Forces Behind South American «Revolutionss

We have wltnessed recently o serics of

“revolutlon="" in Chile, expressing them-

selves i the overthrow of several gov-
ernments.  First of all, the military, ul-
ten-renctlonary dictavorship of  Ibanez
was supplanted by Montero, The latter's
regime wag overthrown, in turn by Davila
in comjunction with part of the military
camarilla of which Col. Marmaduke Grove
i= one of the outstanding represcitatives
Constituting itself a  “revelutionary”
junts and declaring itself to be a “social-
jst" government, the Davila clique later
renouneed their oFlginal views as too ra-
dical.

Marmaduoke Grove, whe has been em-
ploxing even more demagegical phrases
of an “anti-imperialist” character, for @
short time succeeded to power in place
of Davila, Whereapon the latter broke
with the “revolutionsry” junte altogether
and prepured another coup d'BEtat which
was crowned wlth success, As WwWe are
writing these lines, tGrove and his fol-
lowers have been exiled aond Davile s
master of the Chiean household. On the
one bhand, he plays wround with ldeas
of @ fake working clasg and “sociallst”
character. n the otler, he has initiat-
ed o most brotal persecation agalnost the
proletarian revolutionary ofganizations.
The Communist party and the red trade
ublong have been declared illegal and ac.
cofding to information furnished by the
bonrgeois press, hondreds of Communlsts
have been arrested and deported.

We must pose before uws the question:
What are the reasona for those eon-
tinual “revolutions™ resulting In changes
of reglme of such an Instable chacacter?

—ALBERT ORLAND.

And what are the couses for the “radical

The Stalinists and the Waterfront Work

NEW YORH.—

For the lnst five years the Communlet
party and the Trade Union Unity Leagoe
have been functioning on the waterfront
In Mew York and the other ports of the
U. 8 A. The weriter has come to the
coneliuslon that after five years of work
among the seamen and harbor workers,
the time has come when It ls absolutely
necesaary serlopsly to take an accounnt
of what has been accomplished doring
thizs period. What have been our gulns?
What our losses? What influence have
we ol over the seamen, barbor workers
and longshoremen?. What has actually
been aehievoed?

Have we a atrong, fighting, Industrial
union? Have we engaged in important
strugglea? Do the seamen and long=
shoremen come to us for leadership In
their struggle? Are they ready to Aght
upder our bannoer?¥

A trathful answer to the above goes-
thons, everyone fnvolved will have Lo ad-
mit, can be given only in the nesative.
We must then ask ourselves, why haven't
we any substantial iofluence? What is
wrong?

| anmounced in the pabli¢ prints,

Has ogur policy toward the seamen
and harbor workers been correct? Agaln
the correct answer 15, no The plecards
and boreavcerats wlll say: We have got
influence, bot tlmes are bad. Take no
notlce of thess social-Fascists and coun-
ter-revolutlonary Trotskylsts, ete.

Fiasco of Bureascrats

Answers like these will not, howevee,
explain away the fact that after five
years on the waterfront there are ook
five functloning ship committees In the,
whole 17, 8, Mercantile Marine. No dock
commities whatever. No fraction in pe--
formist I, L. A. or any of the other
exialing unions In MNew York Cily and
elaawhire, |

The Minks and the other bureaucrats
will point to their success with the
River Hoat Men of Stockton, California.’
But they eanpot cover up thereby their
finsco in the crimingl haondlog of the
Philadelphin loogshoremen’s strike, in
the New Orleans strike; in the strike on

the Clyde linge a fow worka ago, thelr
ghameful descrtiom of Soderberg, Bunker
and Trajer, who were seanwsn after all,
good milltant marine workers no matter

Why not the 4 Marx Bros.?
(Not to Speak of Greta Garbo)

The event for which the American
working clags has searched the horizon
like a stranded marioer, bas finally been
Tha
Times of July 15, anonunces the forma-
tlor of the American sectlhon of the
“World Congriesa Agalnst War™ organized
by Rarbusse and Holland as a pacifist
masquerade for the Comiotern. The
American Committee s charactoristic,
Here are the nomes of some of the people

who are to constitute the organizers of |
"t nsk these guestions at the next mect-

the revolutionary movement against lme-

perlalist war: Harry Elmer Barnes, Ub- "

eral historlan for the petty boonrgeois
Seripps chaln; Upton Sinclair, well-
known supporter of peace In peace times
and of war durlng war times; Roberl
Morsa Lovett, anothéer petty bourgeois pro-
fessor; and Corliss Lamont, the only one
of the noted family whom the Daily Work.
er treats with reapect. As If this were not
enough o form an antl-wae center o
which the Stolinists glve, at the very
lensk, thedir tneit sapport, thers are sl
Alla Nazimova, who I8 undoubtedly a re-
markable tragedlon on the stage; Leopold
Stokowskl who wields a nifty orchestral
baton; Lillian Wald, who also pities the
poor ; amd ot the least, Thornton Wilder,
who now treads the Bridgo of San Henrl
Barbusas.

We ask: Why not the fonr Marx Bro-
thers? Why not Eddie Cantor, Alberting
Hasch and Dorsha? Why not Greta
Garbo and the Hall Johnson choir? Why
oot George Gershwin and  Minnle the

Moocher? And what about Amos and
Andy, Felix the Cat, Israel Amter and
Betty Boop-Boop-a-Doop? We don't

know if they're all sgainst war or pot,
and it doean't matter. Bul we bet they'll

Tt on o much better ahow at Geneva,

what their political beliefs may be. These
facts cannot be sidestepped. And  the
workers In the M. W. I. U. must osk
themselves: What are we heading for
under the present leaderahip? What bas
become of the militants who bullt up the
International Seamen's Club, the Maring
Workers League and founded the Indus-
trial Unlom? Why is Harvey, for in-
stance, in the coal fields? [Harvey 13 &
peaman and bis place is on the waler-
front Why iz MeGrath in  the Soviet
Union? The seamen are organized one
hundred per cent  over  there, They
don't need any organizera from the 1. 3.

A, We peesd all the orgunizera we o©an
get. We are suffering at present from
toeo mueh inlk about revolution and

tog Mttle action about organizing.
For a fighting Opposition
The seamen abd harber workers ought

ing of the M, W. I. U. The bureaucratie
machine cannot be allowed to continue
wrecking what has been bullt up by the
militants with thelr aweat and blood. A
fighting opposition has got to be Organ-
ized, 5 machine that will couuter the
machlne of the Staliniat weoeckers. That
ia the one way of making our unlon &
real militant, Industrinl unien,

Beware of the Andersons and the other
Lovestoneite bangers-om who try to buy
sou with a bowl of gressy stew, Act
Ike unlon meen, the union elghtly belongs
io you. Organization is the need of the
hour, among the Seamen a8 everywhers
But we must organize correctly. We
know how to get what we want, not
the swivel chair leaders, the dinks, the
Andersonsete.

Thi olass consclous seamen and hors
bor workers must get busy. There is a
lot of organizing to do, if we are o S
cape the threat of starvatlon that stares
us in the eve. The way to do it Is by
eatablishing rank and #le control.  Get
Intg the unfon and let us all get  to-
gether to run oub the plecards and bur-
eaucrals. We have got to choose leaders
with backbones, not fsh bones,

—B. F.

1928, virtually the same atroclous error
waa made with regard to the Chinese
révilution, In the period of the Fifth
Congress, Stalln made the povel diseov-
ery that the *soclal democracy was the
most moderate wing of Fascism®, In
1928, the Bizrth Congresa laid the basis
for the unigue phllosophy of “soclal.
Fasclam™, The Fifth Congresa celebrated
the victory of “Bolshevization* and
“monolithism”, at a time when the very
basls under the various “Bolshevisk lend-
erships™ Imposed upon the national see.
tions was being undermined, In 1828,
the most violent internal struggles wers
belng fought behind the scenes of the
"unified Communist Internatonal”. The
Fifth Congress, with all its ulira-Leftist
palaver, contained not merely the germs
of a brief spurt to the Left but also a
protracted swing to the Right, to the per-
fod of the Angle-Russlan Committes, of
the Chiang Kal-Shek alllance, the Anti-
Imperialist League and the “Peasants’
International”. The Sixth Congress, for
all Ite endorsement of adventorist con-
¢luslons, consecrated the revislonist
theory of socialism in one country aod
eatablished the sloganm of the “democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and pea-
santry” (that is, the Kerensklad or the
Euo Min Tang tragedy) us an iron law
governing the doctrines of the revolotion
on three-qoarters of the earth,
Stalin and the Right Wing

The struggle sgalnst the “Right dan-
ger” launched at the Blxth Congress,
which Bucharin had resisted only as re-
cently the Fifteenth Congress of the
Russlan party, was platonie and anony-
mous., Its valus may be eatimated from
the fact that such a struggle was pro-
clalmed by the ioternational leader of
the Right wing, Bucharin, from the Con.
gress tribupe, In this manner, the fors-

‘emphatically protest against the circula-

mal uvoification of the ruling bloc was
preserved and used to cover up the bit-
ter Internal dispute. It ls inatructive to
observe that at the very time that Stalin'
was buslly engaged in sapping the ground
under Bucharin and Co., golng so far
as to organize an unofficlal congress of
hiz own, slmiltaneously with “HBucharin's
Congresa™, he nevertheless took the lead-
erghip in condemnlng any rumors aboat
disangreements in the Hussian party lead-
erghip as “Trotskylst slanders™ In a
apecial report on the subject made by
Stalin himself to the Council of Elders
at the Congreas, he repudiated all rumora
regarding differences Ion  the Russlan
Politieal Bureau. He émpathically den-
led that there were any Right wingers
or Right wing views in the Palitical
Buredd of even the Central Commigtes,
and, to confirm his assertions, Introduced
a regolution, slgned by himeelf and every
other member of the Politieal Buresu
which declared ;

“The underslgned members of the Pol-
Itical Buremaa of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Hoviet
Union declare before the Councll of
Elders of the Congross that they moat

tion of rumors that there are dizsenslons
among the members of the Political Bur.
eau of the Central Committes of the .
P. 8 0" Needless to say, the assom.
bl marlonattes lstened solemnly and
approvingly to this criminally ludicrous
dacaption of the Commuonist Internation-
al, concocted jointly by Stalin and Buch-
arin. Ewverybody at the Congresa knew
the truth; everybody knew that Sialln
was simply lylng with a stralght face;
but unlike the boy in the crowd of obedi.
ent and respectiul subjects through whom
the king was passiog, nobody coald be

found to rise and shout that the king

was naked! From his exlle in Alma-
Ata, Trotsky summed up this aspect of
the Congress In a lelter to o comrade:

“Phy theses announce o ‘Bolshevization
and ioternal consolidation” of the parties
of the Comintern and the ‘suppression of
the internal struggle’ The Congress,
however, (even as seen through the hars
st up by the editorial censors) presents
a pleture of an entirely different char-
acter. A& violent and muffled struggle is
developing all along the line. Factional
groupings, large and small, revealed them-
geves at the Congress in the delegations
from Germany, England, Poland, the
United States, Rumania, Juglo-Slavia,
gte, The delegation of the U, 5 8 R.
naturally wasa mno exception. On  the
contrary, it Is the one which transplants

schisma fnte the other partles. Im f&
multitude of speeches, complnlonte  were
heard about sharp factlonal  battles

‘which are not justified by any serlous
political differences’. No one took the
trouble to sk himaelf how these ‘factlon.
al struggles devonr' the ‘Internally conso-
ldate Communist International’. The
angwer 18 nevertheless clear. At pre-
sent, the Comintern I8 basing Itself on
a bloe composed of the Right and the
Center, or to speak more preclsely, of
the opportunist factlon. The sltuation
in the T. 2 85 R. and the regime in the

demagogy which makes up the political
baggnge of the varlous fuctions Aghting
o p-nwl_'r'.l The aunswer to (hese quess
tions, we fimd in the gomicolonial characs-
ter of the ootionol ecoomoy of Chile,
which hos been golng throuzh a verltably
catastrophic downward development in
pecent years as a consspuence of the deep
world crisis in the capitalist system.
This cconomic crisis hos becn transform-
ed inte a sharp political crisis which has
peneteated fhe entire life of the nation,
DMscontent §s extending to all parts of
the population. In order to be able to
give a better grosp of the real import
of the present situation in Chile, we shail
review In brief the state of its natiooal
eronomy und the effect of the world crisis
on It

Chile 13 one of the most industrinlized
countries in Latin Amerfea, but  the
structure of iz cconomy boars a serol-
colonlal wmd mono- productive character,
The basic industry of the country iz the
nitrabe industey. Copper 2 next 6
importance. Nitrates toepresent < per
cant of 1t total exports and copper 34
per cent. This shows us to what degres
the pationnl ecounsmy is dependent upoen
these two products,

The vitrate ndustey bas been  badly
shuken for yeards, The international
agrarian ¢rlsly hos exerclased o strong
cheek on the nitrale wmarket through the
decroased demand for fertilizers. An.
other cause i3 the high development in
the productlon of synthetle nitrates.  The
coup d'Elat of Ibamex in 1027 was an
attempt on the part of the nations]l Bour-
geoisie to overdome this erisis funder
the leadership of Americon jmperialism
by introducing methods of rationalization
in preduction, leading to the shifting of
the burden of the crisis to the shoulders
of the working cluza. To thiz end, Ibanés
applied a ficres persecution agningt even
the most elementary organizations of the
proletariat,

The brutal rationalization which enl.
miinated in the regrganization «f the
nitrate industry took place under the

. I. have retarded the development of
the differences of opinlon between these
groups, whereas the class struggle makes
thelr coalition, shot at from all sides,
insupportable, That i ‘where the bitter
factlonal struggles come from in the ab-
genes of ‘Important politieal diferences’."
(Continued In next fssue)

—HBHACHTM AN,

REEAD AND BUBSCRIBE TO
THE MILITANT

leadership of the Cosach trust, dominoeted
in turn by American capital. The gov-
ernment ceded to this trust all the nlirste
flelds owned by the state, at the sathe
time exempling It from the export tax.
Theas privileges granted to the Cosach
outhit by the government made possible
the cxistence of enterprises standing out-
glde of the trust. In this manner the
Britizh, Jugoslay and Chilean, ebte, com.
panies were forced to enter into the trust.
Production which had inecreased conslder-
ably In the firat yeara of the Ihanez dle-
tatorship, has suffersd of late, an enor-
mouns decrease, In which overproduction
I= the determining factor, although the
intentlons of the trust to maintain the
price level also have thele efect.

Thias can be seen from the followlng
figures, In December 192Z productlon
atood at 285,000 tons, In Seplember 1030,
at 185,000 tons. We have ne recent dats
on hand, but there can be no doubt thai
with the sharpening of the crisls, pro-
duction has detrensed much more yet.
Aa a consequence of all this, more than
half the workers In the industry are out
of joba.

While the nitrate induatry s divided
up among the capitalists of the various
countries, the copper indoustry 18 almost
entitely In the honds of Yankee capital.
As o result of the crisis, this industry
Ia working ai about two thirds of Ita
capacity. Prices bove fallen in alarming
proportions. Thousands of workers have
ey [hirown out of work and those who
wee sEill working lave had their woges
reduced 40 per cent,

The nitrate and copper erisis has besn
converted imto s natlonal erisis.  The
siluation in the other Industeics followa
closely along the same Hones. The crisis
has gripped with just as disastrous con-
aequences the coal and the transport In.
duatries. Commerse and ageicalture are
likewise caought in its grip.

The wnstable ecomomic structure of
Chile, which must depend uwpon ita ex.
terual market so lavishly, is manifest In
the pressnt economic erisls and its poll-
tical implications. The struggle betwean
the Imperinlists, the weakoess of the na-
tlonal bourgeolsle, the parasitic role It
plays aa the prostitulc servaopt of what-
ever Impervialism has more to offer, also
cills forth the instability of the govern-
mental camarillas, the “revolutionzs”, the
congtant intrigoes in which the represdn-
tatives of the wvarlous Imperialist powers
participate. The heterogenecus charae-
ter of the ruling class further aggravates
the vacillations of the politieal power
anid create the ground for milltary dicts-
torships amd reactionary regimes known
for thelr flerce persecotlon not only of
the working closs but also of their pell-
tical adversaries In the contending bour-
groig ellgues,

This aeccounts for the continual “Fev-
olutions”, not only in Chile but in all of
Latin Americea, In Chile it nerely camme
to u sharper point than elsewhere. ‘The
erlsis is more acute there and resulta in
& sharpening of the class struggle, ex-
preszad In strikes and workiog class de-
monsirations, This state of development
of the class struggle alse explaing the
“proletafian” demagogy and H’.‘-‘ *poti-
imperialist” phrases employed by the dif-
ferent hourgeois camarillas to shunt off
the steong militant sentiments of the
working class along harmlezss chafnels,
Unfortunately, these sentiments have nol
reached the point of clear class consel
DUSNEsE, ~—=ALBERTO GONZALEZ

(To be continmed)
CORRECTION

In the sixth paragraph of comrade
Trotsky’s article “Stalinism in Straits;
Oppasition on Upsurge,” on page 1 of
our last lssne, an unfortonete typograph-
leal error wns made, It reads: “The
gengral lne s incorrect, but the execu-
twves are poor,” It should read, of
corse: “The general Une ls correct, buat
the exécutors are poor.”




