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Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements

A Letter From England

LONDON, ENGLAND

No doubt yoo have already heard of
the expulsion of J. T. Murphy from the
Communist Party of Great Britain, Since
ithe struggle between Murphy and the
political buresu of the parly began over
the guestion of ¢redits to the Hoviet Un-
lon, details of the discussion which led
to J. T. Murphy's resignotion and swb.
paquent axpulalon may be of luterast to
Amearican comreades.

It must be remembersd that Murphy
18 an old member of the party and las
been for years on the central commitiee,
He was for two years the British party's
Comintern repesontative, one of the ablest
men—maintalning all due proporiions
produced by the British party, an effec-
tive speaker and writer and a capable
politician. Murphy was, moreover, fope-
most in the fAght against ““Trotskyism™,
He wrote the preface to the Enclish edi-
ilon of the “Errors of Trotskyism” and
at the party’s convention of 1427 moved
the resolution endorsing Trotsky's ex-
palsion from the party. It will be seen
that J. T. Murphy has an excellent re.
cord in the service of Stalin,

In the April number of the Communist
Review, Murphy advanced the slogan of
“Credits to the Soviet Unlon". He pre-
faced this with a viclous attack on the
Left Opposition amd, having cleared him-
s¢lf of any suspicion in this direction,
procesded to argus that the slogan of
“Credits”" would be an effective weapon

to aid the Soviet Unlom. The article
appeared. Nothing was said. The May,

issue of the Communist Review contalned Ing, avolded the question. The U. 8. 8.

oo suggestion that there was any dis.
agreement save that Morphy was no
longer editor,

Then, on May 11, there appeared a
gtatement in the Dally Worker that
Murphy was expelled for the propaga-
tlon of “antl-working eclass viewa and
the desertion of the working class fight
against war, starvation amd repression
at a decisively erltleal stage in the class
struggle”. Murphy's arguments were
that the more credits we could obtaln,
the more trade there would be between
Britaln and Russia, the less inclined the
capitalists would be to declare war on
the Soviet Union. The political burean
correctly drew attention to certain state
ments in the article which weuld weaken
the agitation against the war menace,
But on the central point of the guarrel
the political bureau was silent.  They
avoelded any Jdefinite  statements on
whether or no the slogan of “Credits”
wag correct. All they did was to polnt
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v reformist frults. The polburo, in reply-

to Manchuria and scream about war, to
Ay that such a slogan was not needed
ab thizs stage and to condemn Murphy for
"moving nearer to the position of the
counter-révolutionary Trotskylats",

Murphy bas since published articles
in the socialist press, admitting that he
did advanee arguments which tended to
cover up the danger of war, His articles
fail to explain why the discussion con-
ducted between himself and the polburoe
was kept secret and why, when attacked,
hu resigned from the party. The dlscus-
slon commenced, aecording to Muarphy, in
March if not earlier, The artlcle o
which he openly wdvoeated credita f-
petred in April. All those (1. C. members
who are now rushing into print to de-
sounce Murphy saw it and read It and
by their silence accepted it until told by
the secretarlat—Hust and Pollit—te do
otherwise. For over two months the piol-
buro and Murphy concealed their differ.
elnces from the membership and only
Murphy's resignation foreed the matter
nte the opep. Not open struggle, not
edueation of the membership by open pol-
itical discussion, but diplomatle corres-

ponence and the covering up of differ-
ences within the leadership—ithis Iz the
line of the political bureau and Murphy.
Murphy started by accepting the theory
of “soclalism In one country" and built
up bis arguments for the “Credigs”
glogan on It As & result, his tree bore

R. necds credits, Is st this mooment

negotiating for them, but the polburoe
helievea with Stalin  that diplomatip
negotintion ¢an securs more than mass
pressure. This, they say, 1s a matter for
the Soviet diplomats—hkeap the workers
out of this

It i3 here that our groop of the Lelt
Opposition takes up the matter. Making
use of comrade ‘Trolaky's pamphlet—
Unemployment and the Five Year Plan—
we are urging in the party that such
a slogan can be an effective part of our
Immediate struoggie. Those who argue
that the U, 8 8. R. is Indepeodent of
wiorld economy are golng to find it very
diffficult to explain why the Soviet Unlon
i3 negotinting eredits and why we cao-
not advance it gs o main slogan in the
present stage of the struggle. Bot then,
clear explanations and the honest facing
of political issucs s not the strong polnt
of the party leadership. Molotov, Stalin
bhave spokéo—menns must be found to
AETEE.

—ANGLICUS,
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(Cohtinued from last Issua)
The Test of Events

The first really serlous fest of the
Anglo=ltussion Commities was the Brit-
tabh gencral strike of 1926 which broke
out in the midest of the great miners'
sirike, Just ns metals are best tested
in heat, g0 all the assorances of friend-
ship for Russia, of loyalty to Eritish
Iabor and enmity to British imperialism,
feewely given by Porcell and Co., were
subected to a decisive test In the Apmes
of the general strike, And just as the
Oppesition had warned, the British Gen-
eral Councll, Its Left wing as well as
Ita Right wing, revealed its disgracefhl
cowardice apd treachery, its fundamental
loyalty to British lmperislism, its hatred
and fear of the revolutlonary proletariat.
After nine duys of the general strike,
In which a revolutlonery sitostlon was
engindered, In which the strength of the
ruling clasg rested ool so much wpom its
Immediate ranks as it did in the
strength Wwhich the labor leaders, Left
und Right enjoyed in the working class,
the Geperal Council deliberately deliv-
ered the death blow to the general strike
gnd te the miners whom all the other
workera bhad ptruck {o defend. In face
of the extremely militant mood of the
workers, in face of the pltiful helpless.
hiss of the bourgeolsie, in face of auch
phenomena as the refusal of numerous
armed reglments to procesd against the
strikers, all the trade union lackeys of
the sruling class rushed to the govern-
ment buildings to confer with the king's
ministers on how to crush the move-
ment. The “red” wveneer with which the
“Lasft” lmbor leaders had poated them-
gelves was wiped of fin & patriotic
frenzy. The Ananclal wid aent the strik-
ing miners from Russin was indignantly
returned with the epithet of “the damn-
ed HNussian gold”. The red MfAagp was
hastily dropped for the Union Jack., Pur-
cell and Co. proved to e not the “or-
ganlzatory center that embraces the in-
ternational foreea of the prolefariat for
the struggle”, but a most reliable prop
of o desperate rullng class, Had the
whole affair been played out according
to the plot of a stage drama, It could
not have presented a more anoibilating
indictment of the Stalinist view and con-
firmation of the Opposition's,

And where was the Committee as a
whoele during these sticring days of mag-
nificent siruggle and base trepchery? As
Kautaky sald plaintively abkout his Sec-
ond Intérnational: it was only an in-
strument of peace: In times of acute
conflict, it was worthless,

More eorrectly, it was worthless to the
revolutionista, to Soviet Russla. But to
the Hrltlah labor fakera it bhad a dis-
tinet value. Purcell, Hicks, Swales and
Clteine ntilized to the mazimum the
prestipe accrolng to them out of thelr
formal and Inexpensive collaboration
with the Bolshevik representatives In the
Anglo-Russian Committec. Instead of
helping to emancipate the Britlsh mass.
ea from the chaing of their false lead-
ers, the A. R. C. served these leaders as
a "Bolshevik" shield from the blows of

Trotsky onthe Labor Party Question

I bave reread the theses of the Sesond
Conference of the American Leaguoe con-
cerning the guestion of the Labor Party.
I find it excelienmt in every part and I
subscribe to it with both hands. I find it
necessary to emphasize my full agree-
ment with those theses all the more as
my interview te the Mew York Times of
March 1832 gave rise to misunderstanding
and misinterpretation, especially on the
part of the Lovestona group,

1. What was my ldea on the “Labor
Party"” in that statement? 1 stated that
Amerlean politics will be Buropeanized
in the sense that the inevitable and im.
minent development of a party of the
working class will totally change the
political face of the U, 8. This = a
commonplace for a Marxist. The ques-
tlon was not of a “Labor Party™ in the
specific British sense of that word but
In the geners]l European sense without
designating what form such a party
wonld take or whal phases it would go
through. There was npot the slightest
necegaity in that interview to enter imbo
the Internal tactical differences within
the Communist ranks. The translation
of my interview from the Hussisn text,
which employs the words “rabochaya
partin®, ints the English was defective
in that it permitted one to make a cone-
crete and specific Interpretation of what

should have been genecal,

2. One can declare that oven  the
general term “party of the working
claza” docs not exclude a “Labor Party”
in the British sense. Be that as it may.

the prestige enjoyed among the British
workers by the A. R, C. and by its Hus-
Sium balf in particular showld be util-
ized to expose the (reason of the British
lenders, It demunded o demonstrative
break with Purcell and Co. beeause of
their open betrayal, so that the latter
could no longer hide behind the Russian
trade umions. Stalin and Bucharin vie-
lently opposed the break—the same
Stalin and his apparatus (it seems in-
credible!) who today conslder It a erime
to propose a unitéd front not only to
the Purtells but even to the ordinary,
misguided “soclal fasclst” worker who
BLELL follows the Porcells,

The Committee was now begioning to
be justiied by Bucharly and Co. on the
grounds of “politieal”, of “Bovlet”, of
“diplomatie” requirements, And it iz al-
legedly on this basis that a disgraceful
“united front" was maintained with Pur-
caell and Co, for more than a year after
the abominable betrayal of the general
sirike! The Anglo-Russian Committes,
it was argued, would prevent Britlsh in-
tervention aguinst Russls and therehy
enable the Soviet republie . . . to build
up gocialism undisturbed. This fatal
tragedy was played until the Berlin Com-
mittee conference In April 1927. What
was accomplished then? DIid the Com-
mittes protest the bombardment of Nans
kEing by Eritish imperialism? No! Ddd it
protest the British raild on Arcos in Lon-
don? No! Did it =ay a word about the
treachery of its British half during the
goneral strlke and the miners' strike?
No! Then what did it do? It adopted
g resolution In which the Eosslans de-
clare together with the Englishmen:

L “The only representatives and
spokemen of the trade unfon movement

are the Congress of the Hritish Tradé
Unions and its General Councll:

LI “Esteems, at the same time, that
the fraternnl union between the trads
unlon movements of the two countries, In-

Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left @pposition

The Anglo-Russian Committee and the British General Strike

corporated in the Anglo-Russlan Commit-
ted, cannot and mist oot vielate or re-
gtriet thelr rights and autonomy as tho
directing organs of the trade union move.
ment of the respective countries; nor
interfere in any manner whatsoever 1o
their internal afairs™,

Thizs document, which could not but
have a stunning effect upon the British
revolutionists, marked the high water
mark of the Stalin-Bucharinist capitula-
tion to Purcell and Co. (who In turp
“oapliulated” to Baldwin and the Brit
Ish bourgeoisie at every decislve moment)
—and all in the pame of the theory of
“socialism In one country™,

The Anglo-Russian Committes was one
disappointment after another to thosg
who sowsd [lusions about it and thoss
who accepted these llluslons as Bolehe-
viam, It was a sigapost on the road of
degeperation of the ruling regime in the
Itusslan porty and the International. It
was ong of the patural froits of the
theory of national seclallsm, It wna the
bsat pxample of how the uolied froot
siould never be made. Its only positive
aspeets were fts negative aspects, that
fa, the only good to come out of the
whole experlment was in learning from
ity fundamental defects and avolding
them In the fatufe

Huot to learn—Is forbldden, To learn
from thia tragic experience which set
beck the British revolutionary movement
for years and hurt the Soviet repuablie,
menns to réevenl the deep abyes of re-
vislonlsm Into which Stalin and Bucharin
had dragged the Internationnl. And in
forbldding it, its lessons remaln unavall-
able to the Communist masses. Yeater-
day's mistakes lie at the hottom of the
innumerable blunders (this time in the
opposite direction) which are belog made
today. Dut the Opposition 18 working
with history at Its side and therein les
the great hope for the coming day.

—MAX SHACHTMARN.
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However, such an eventuality has ouoth-
ing to do with a preclse tactleal gues-
tiom. We cap admit hypothetically that
the American frade upion bureaucracy
will be forced, under certain historieal
couditions, to imitwte the British trade
unbon byreaucracy in creating o kiod of

party baszed upop the trade uplons, B

that eventualily, which apgeurs to me Lo
b very problematical, does not constitate
uwn alm for which the Communisis must
pirive and on which owe must concentrate
the attention of the proletarlan vaoguard,

4. A long perlod of confusion in the
Comintorn led many people to forget a
very slmple but assolutely  irrevocable
priociple: that a Marxist, a prolewrian
revolufionlst, canoot present himself be-
Iore the working cladss with two banners.
He cannot say at o workers' meeting: 1
have z ticket for a frst class party and
anvther, cheaper ticker for the bDack-
ward workers, If 1 am a Commuonist, 1
must fight for the Communist party.

4. Oone can say that uoder the Amer.
lcan conditions s “Labor Parly” in the
Britlsh sense would be a progressive step
and by recognizing this and stating so,
we ourselves, even though jodicectly, bhelp
to establish such a party, But that is
preciscly the reasoun I will pever assgme
the responsibility to atlirm alstractly and
dogmautically that the creatlon of a
“Labor Party” would bé a “progressive
step™ even fn the United States because
I do not know goder what circumstances,
under what guldance, and for what puoe-
Posas that party would be created. Lt
seomg (0 me more probable that especlal-
ly in Amerlea, which does not possess
dny lmportunt traditions of Independent
political action by the working class (as
Chartism in Eogland, for cinmple) nnd
where the trade unlon buresueracy Is
more reactionary aod corrupted tham it
Wus ab the beight of the DBritish Empire,
the creation of a “Labor Farty™ eould be
provoked omly by mighty revolutionary
pressure from the working masses and by
the growing threat of Communism, 1E
ts absolutely clear that under these con-
ditions the Labour Party would slgnify,
oot a progressive step but & hindranes to
the progressive evolutlon of the working
cliss,

4. In what form the party of the
working closs will become a genulne mass
Darty in the United States in the jmme-
diate future we cannol prophesy because
the soclalist and “Labor” particas differ
greatly in the varlous countrles, even in
Eurgpe, In Belgiom, for example, we
so0 an intermediary sort of party arise
Certuinly the phases of development of
the proletarian party in America will be
sul generis (unique). We can only af.
irm with the greatest assurance: Hspee
lally since the U. 8., In the period from
1921 to 1924 has already had an impoe-
tant rehearsal in the ereatlon of a
“Labor" or “Farmer-Labor" Party, &
resurrection of a similar movement ean-
not be o simple repetition of that CXperia
ence but g [ar more pregoant aond more
crystalliced movement, 1. e, elther un-
der the guldance of the revolotionary
Communist party or under the guidance
of reformist elements against the grow-
iog Communist party., And if even lo
1821-1524 the Communist party did net
Hod great possibilities for iosdependent
action Inside the organtestion of an Iln-
choate “Labor IMarty” it would have less
posslbility in the new phase of an ang.
logous movement,

& Ooe can imagine that the trade un-
fon bureaucracy and its soclalist and
left democratic advisers may show them-
selves to be more perspleacious and be-
gin the formation of g “Labor Party"
before the revolutlonary movement b
comes bog threatening. In view of the
gropiog empiricism and provincial oar-
rownesd of the American labor bureay-
cracy amd the aristocracy of labor, such
persplencity seems very improbable, The
fallure of such an attempt in the Past
shows us that the bureaucracy, so ten-
acious in ita Immediate aims, iz absolute-
ly incapable of systematle political actlon
on & great scale even in the interesis of
capitaliat society. The bureancracy must
receive a blow on the skull before taking
such a “radical” initlative. However, if
the creation of & “Labor Party” would
prevent, in a certaln perlod great suc-
cesses of Communism, our elementary
duty mupst be, not to proclaim the pro-
gressiveness of the “Labor Party” but jts
Insutlicleney, amblguity, and lmitedness
awd its historieal role as a hindramce to
the proletarian revolution.

Must we joln that “Labor Party” or
remain outslde? This is not a queatlon
of prineiple but of clrcumstances and
possibilitles. The question itself has
arlsen from the experlence of the British
Communists with the “Labor Party” and
that experlence has served far more the
“Labor Party” than the Communists., It
iz evident that the possibility of partiel.
pating in a “Labor Party" movement and
of utilizing it would be greater in the

the great new school which searches
everywhere for some method that goes
over its fechle head.

8. To consider g “Labor Party” as an
integrated series of united fronts sign-
Iles a misunderstanding of the notlons
both of the wnited front and of the party.
The united front iz determined by con-
erete clreumstances, for concrete alms,
The party 13 permancot. In a united
front we leave our hands free to break
with our temporiry allies. Im &  com-
mon party with these allies we are bodbd

j by disgelpline and oven by the fact of

the party itself. The experlence of the
Kuo Min Tang and of the Anglo.Russian
Committes must be well understood. The
strategle line dictated by the lack of a
apirit of independence of the Communist
party and by the desire to enter into the
“big" party (Kuo Min Tang, “Labor
Earty”) prodeced Inevitably all the con-
sequences of the opportunist adaptation
to the will of the allles, and through
them, to that of the enemy. We mugt
educate our cadres to believe in the o
vincibility of the Communist idea and i
the futore of the Communist party. The
parallel struggle for another party in-
evitably produces In their minds, a dual

ity and turns them on the road of op
portunism,

9. The policy of the united fronmt has
not only its great advantages but ita
limits and its dangers as well, The un-
ited front, even in the form of temporary
blocs, often impels one to opportuniat
deviations which are frequently fatal, as
for example, with Brandler in 1823,
That danger becomes absolutely predon-
Infnt In a situation in whirh the sa.
cilled Communist party hecomes a part
of & “Labor Party" created by the groca
of the propagands and action of the
lommunist party ftself,

1. That the “Labor Party™” can  be
come an arens of supceessful struggle for
us and that the “"Labor Party”, created
as & barrier to Communism can, under
certain circumstances, strengthen  the
Commuuist party ia troe, but only under
the sondition that we consider the
“Labor Party™ not as “our™ party but
88 an arena in which we are acting as
an abeolately  independent Communlst
[ rty.

11. All the resclutions about the Brit-
ish Labor Iarty must be evaluated mot
a5 they were written before the oxperl-
coces of the Comintern and the Britlsh
Communist Party In that regard, but in
the lght of that experience, The at-
tempt to apply them mechanically now,
in 1932, to the_ American conditions, [a
characteristic of the epigones’ mind and
has nothing to do with Marxism and
Leninksm,

12. It i3 not necessary to say that the
ldea of & Farmer-Labor party is a treach-
erous mockery of Marzism,

Priokipo, May 19, 1932

—L. TROTSKY.
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June «Young Spartacus» Qut

The June issue of the Young Spartacus
la off the press. Among lts contents are:
Japan's War Threat to Soviet Unlon.

Growth of the Fascist Danger in Ger-
LAY .
A unity appeal of the National Com.
mittee of the Communist League of Am-
eriea (Opposition) toe the Young Com.
munist Lengme,
On Memorinl Day and Natlonal Youth
Ihay
On Interoatlonal ecoordinution of Left
Opposition Youth
Heports of activities of Amerlean Op-
position Youth
Students struggle
e,
Child Labor Logislation
Review of Foster's Towards Soviet Am-
erlce,
Comrade Trotsky's Appeal to the O,
C. of the Soviet TUnlon
The comrades should order bundles of
this i=sue and distribute them to young
workers and students, It is partieularly
necesgary Lo reach (the memboers of the
Young Communizt League with our unlty
appenl,

against Ineremged

FOR AN 8 PAGE PAPER

The National Youth Onmmittes at a
recent meeting declded to launch a cam.
paign for the Issuyance of an cight page
Young Spartacus by September. ‘Tlis
can e done If the youth apd adult coms
rades will cooperate,

Got busy mn the job. Send In aabs and
orders for bundles, Form a Sparetacus
Yuauoth Club wherever g braoch of the
Communist League exists,

N. ¥. SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUR
MEETS

The New York Spartacns Youth Club

mests each Friday evening, 8:00 P, M.,

at the Stuyvesant Casino, Sth Street and

Heecond Avenue. At these mestings a

short business agenda is combined with

# diseussion on current questions or his-
torical and theoretleal problema, A
beach party is belng planned for the near
future,

Young workers and students are in.
vited to attend and participate in these
discusslons, If more Information s
deslred it can be obtalned from the Club
president, Herbert Capells, 84 H 10th
Birect, New York City.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE
TO YOUNG BPARTACUS

BPECIAL RATES IN BUNDLE
ORDERY
In Preparation
WHAT NEXT?—VITAL QUES-
TIONS FOR THE GERMAN
FROLETARIAT
200 pages

the rank and file, and particularly of
thi British Communists, Porcell counld
easlly defend his treason from the at-
tacks of “his own" Communista by say-
ing: The HRusslapn Communists are dif-
ferent, a8 you see, they do not attack
me a8 you do. Quite the contrary, they
it together with us In friendly confer-
tnee

peried of its inception, that ia, In the per-
lod when the party I8 not a party but on
amorphous politicn]l mass movement, That
we must partielpate in it at that time
aml with the greatest energy ls without
question, but net te help form a “Labor
Party" which will exclude us and fAght
apgalost us but to push the progressive
elements of the movement more and more
to the left by our actlvity and propa-

ganda. [ koow thls seems too simple for
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