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A nod erﬂ Writes
About His Union

NEW YDHE, N. Y.
The situation in the Poedworkers' In-

dustriasl Union s very bad, T put It
more correctly, it is going f{rom bad to
worse. This is the result of the ruin-
ous policy the party bureaucrsats have
imposed upon the organization

1 will try tg preseot in this article as
clearly as possible the real situation ln
the union, without toushing the theor-
etical question as to whether the FWIU
is really “revolutionary” and whether the
splitting awny from the Amalgamuated
Food Workers was a correct policy #or
Communists to pursuc.®

To present fully what happened in the
unlon ever since the split with the AWW
wonld be too hard for me. Fpr two rea-
gong. KFirst, 1 took vo leading part then
in the union. Secondly, I must adomit
that thaoks to The Militants policy on
the trade unnion gquestion, which I bave
begun to follow recently with much care,
I have been able to see more clearly how
false the party's policy in the unlon.
Secondly, I must admjt thag thanks to
guestion, which I lave begun to follow
recently with much care I have been
able to see more clearly how false the
party's policy in the union has been.

I am convinesd ithat the only way oot
of the pregent crisig in the unlon is with
the policy of the Left Opposition.

According to officlal reports, when the
gplit took place and the upion was or-
ganized, the membership was more than
2600, Today, it hardly resches 700 and
no more than sbout 450 in good stand-
Ing. Conditions In union abpps, especi-
ally in the cafeterias, are no different
from those fn the open shops. In some
cases they are evep worse, For loslanee,
in the Chester and Royal cafeterlas, the
bul glrle work 10 hours per day at $12
per week, while in the Willow apd other
chaln stores, women work 8§ hours a day
at 14 per weak.,

This 18 not an acchklent, It ecorreaponds
fully to the poliey recently adopted by
the leadership of the unlon and ap-
proved by the T, U, U, L. The policy is

MILITANT BUILDERS

Our reiterated appeals for subs and
for a staff of Militunt Luilders continue
to bear fruit. Comrades and sympath.
izore are responding with subg and ex-
pressions of their esteem for our Mili-
tant. A comrade from Kansas sends us
g dollar with the encouraging words:
“——and must say the Militant is abso-
lately rlght.” A comrade from Ponnsy-
Ivanla asks for “——a copy of several of
your latest papers. Alsg price of sama
ag we wish to subscribe” From Callf-
ornfa came the followlng: “——1 do not
feel able to afford a cash dopation with.
ot gomething in return, so enclosed fod
§1 for which please sond me 2 copics
per wieek-—so 1 will have anolber copy
to pass out. This s an execellent ldea,
Oomrades who can do the same are ln.
vited to begln at onee. Order a second
copy for someone else. A comrade o
Brooklyn writes: “—1I'm only a step
sbead of starvation bot I'm enclosing a
gquarter and hope you capn continue my
gub for @ while" Yoo bet wo will!

Best of all s the announcement {rom

THE MILITANT

& approach s many bosses as possible
and to ask them to aliow thelr workers
to joln the union without baving any
copditions in mind. As it was reported
by one of the organizers “when they sign
up plenty of shpps, they'll declare a
sirike for conditions,” A fine policy!
It seems they have learned o good les-
gon from the fakers in the A. F. of L.,
who with just such a polley and with
the ald of the Hosses Assoclation organ-
ized local 302 of the countermen, used
as a scub agency and as injunction serve
cra agninst the FWIL,

Our “revolutionary™ tactics within the
union have hbelpad G strengthen this
local, For instance, the same methods
of expulsion used by the fakers of the
A. B, of L. against the Communists are
belng applied agaiest militant union men
who dare eritielze the burccrats. In
many cases, workers were fired by the
bosses for uplilding the union conditions
without belng protected by the organiza-
tlon under the pretext that we are Dot
strong enough to résist, This attitude
made the workers passive and gave the
bosses a chance to hire help from employ-
ment agencles. Fipally many. wWorkers
from the indusirial unolom aod many
shops as & whola fell into the hands of
the A, F. of L.

Even members of the bshop delegates,
council, who are elected by the member-
ship, were expelled from the councll and
branded as destructive elements for the
s reasons mentloned above. The re-
gult of the bureauwceatlam iz that lu
the last four or five months not a single
meeting of the shop delegates’ council
exorutive or membership meeting has
been held that was mot broken up with
fist fights. Party and fraction decislons
are consideresd by the workers Os S0me-
thing agningt their interests. The party
member realize this, But declslons from
above must be carried out.

On the united fromt, the most impor
tant problem that the labor movement
faces sxday, nothing is being dooe of ag-
tunl wvalue. A anlted front conferénce—
“from below"—was held six mooths ago
in which the delegates were members of
our own union and I or 4, self-apmointed.
Hven for us party members, including
from the A, F. of I. and the A, F. W,
the lenders, the onited front guestion
gtill remains as an unsolved puzzle

On the Financial Question

« The fAnapcial expenses of the unfon are
extremely high, not due fp i3 activities
{because for more than g year, outside
of the famous mass strike of fish work-
ers, no other aetivities bave been cone
duected ), but becaunse of the heavy stal
of orgnpizers. It is almot unbelievable
that T full and 3 part-time organizers
with & offce girls should have to make
up the stalf of a wunlon that has no
more than 450 to G0 members o good
standing, Of course, In a perlod of or-
ganization drivea, even a bigger staff ia
necessary, but in this casey it is a matter
of a permanent ataff,

In order to balanece even the wage ex-
pense of the unlon regularly, heavy as-
seagments were levied on the membership
time and again under the pretext that
ganization drive. This drive never took
this pwney was to be used for the or-
place. Moy was a report made where
the money Went and when the Initiation
fee was fnally increased and thée amount
of dues payment doubled, the whole bur-
den fell on the backs of the workers in

our Mioneapolls comrades. Hays com-

the shops whose conditlons I have al-

e © aand 50  Teady mentioned above. A few days ago,
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Militant sub blanks. We are golng 0 megns nothing.

a “reorganization” took place. But this
Buch ‘resrganizatons’

ﬁlt'elﬂpl ) b"ul"d thax Hi“tﬂnt ulmlﬂt‘lﬂ"! .].I.'F'E El.ﬂ!&li:.' taken pl._l:e saveral times

Bome more"” Good ldea! With thiz kind
of =picit and the results which are sure
to follow wae should build the Militant
clreulation closer to what we want it
te be. Finaneially it should help us to
weather the storm which still rages un-
abated,

In last week's [ssug we made n mistake
which we want o correct. We offered
& free copy of the bound veluome of com-
rade Trofskys pamphlets to cach com-
ride who ralaed £10 In subs and dona-
tiona. It should bave read: o frec copy
of the bound wvolome to each comrade
whoe raises $4 in subz, But these muost
be subs which he geta froor -workers
ather than himself, What we want is
g staff of active pluggers. We are seri-
ous about this question of building the
circulation of the Milltant and increasing

pur influence ameng the Left wing and

party members particularly and AmMONE) e oo iem
w

the workers as a whele, For this
need a permanent staffl of comrades oneo
of whose chief dutlea will be to get subsa.

In line with this [dea for the period
of the summer months we are offering a
free copy of the oew book by comrade
Trotaky, Problems of the Chiness Rev-
Olation, with each one year sub to the!

Milltant. This Is everyone's chance to!
T kil two birds with one sbone. In send-

ing im subs comrades should remember
to msk for their free coples. The wstaff
and its recond follow :
O, H. Hedlund 4
0. Coover
M. Beardsles
M. Kpehler
EBE-!-!F
. Basln
Yomvas
Elchna
Cortis
. Ehrlich
M. Eeinl
J. Booth
T. Halligan
The record by bLranches la as follows:
Minneapolls 8
New York T 34
FPlitsburgh
Toungstown
Chicago
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in the past. There are, besldes,
many other reasons why the union goos
from bad to worse, It would be ridicul-
ous to expect any change from above to
remedy this. This task belongs to the
alncere party membera. Now ls the time
to act. We musi pbot walt ontil the
unlon Is entively destrogyed.
A FOODWOREEHR.

* A& programmatic statement on  the
situation in Foodworkers Industrial TUne
ion will appear in The Militant shortly.
~—Ed,
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Pioneer Publishers Notes

With the publication of Problems of
the Chinese Revolutlon announced elsg.
where in this lssue, we add another
weapon fo the arsemal of revolutionary
The Chinesa Hovolo-

€ tion of 1025-1927 will be as declsive for

ag today as the revoluotion of 1805 was
for the movement of the last decade.
This new work by comrade Trotsky 1s
the first Marxian analysls of the world
shaking events of five years age. It is
indispensable to an understanding of thg
present sltuation in the Far Hast, It 18
a fundomental contribution to the colo-
nial guestion.

Wae have been inexcnsably late in get-
ting it out. Now that it is on sale let us
make every effort to glve It the widest
distrivution possible, Get orders for It
now, at once. Place it in book stores
and in libraries. The cloth cover coples
ghould make this falrly easy., And re-
member that a free copy goes with each
ong year sub to The Militant

With each day ouor stock of literature
is getting lower. Some of the pamphlets
are already out of print. Others are
running out of print

Those that are out of print can still
be had iu the bound velumes, There
are only about ninety of tbese, When
these are gone they will be unavailable
ecxcept for chance coples pleked up bhere
and there, And they are golng. Orders
are coming In for them. We are flling
these as they come in. None are put
malde for future aale. Comradea who
want them ehould order them &t oD

Trﬂt.rb Greets

To the Editorinl Committes of the Jewish
raper UNSER KAMF (Organ of the
Communist League of America).

Dvar Comrades:

The appearance of your paper was of
itself m very important step forward.
The first successes of (he paper show
that it was a necessity., Yes, and could
it have been doubted even for a miouabe?

The Jewish workers in  the United
Statez are a large and important part of
the whole proletarlat of the country.
Historieal conditions have made the
Jewish workers susceptible to the deas
of scientific Communism. The very fact
aof the dispersement of the Jewish work-
erd in & pumber of countries should in-
giill in them and dees instill o them the
ideas of Internatienalism. In  view of
just this alone the Communist Leit Op-
pasition has every reason Lo count upon
& big lofAuence among the Jewish pro-
letarlans in the Unifed States.  What
characterizes the Left Opposition pria
marily is its profound internatlonal
character. DPrecisely because of this it
must speak in every natlonal languonge
The existence of an independent Jewlsh
publication serves not in order Lo sépar.
nte the Jewish workers, but on the con-
trary In order to make those ideas which
eombine all the workers in one interna-
tional revelotionary family available to
them. You, it s understood, reject de-
claively and intransigeantly the old Band-
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prosasd and disfranchized part of the
proletariat: in Poland, in the RBaltic
regloug, in Franee, evidently alse in Pale-
tlne, The working elass cannot  march
townrds its liberation by command. Rev-
olutionary eourage and political will can
be strengihened only with the ald of
creative ideas which the workers must
learn independently $frough criticism,
deliberation and examination by experi-
ence, Without this, the very sources of
the movement inevitably dry up.  And we
see in petwality how the largest national
geretiong of the Comintern, in apite of
the exceptionally favorable clrcum-
stanees, auffer Jdefent after defeat.

The workers are capable of withstand.
ing the harshest political blowa if they
have the possibility of thinking through
the reasons for fnilure and independently
to cxtract from it all the pecessary con-
clusions for the future. But the corse
lHes o the fact that the bureaucracy of
the Comintern is not only incapable of
leading the workers o victory, but can-
oot even permit them te think through
the reasona for defeat. After cach new
blow of the enemles, the Centrist bureau-
cracy on its part hits the workers over
the skull, prohibiting them from think-
ing, criticizing and learning. This cri-
mtinal regime becomes the chiof souroes
of disappointment and apathy. The first

victims of the (blows from the class en.
ey as well as from the Centrist buresu.
eracy fall, as alrendy eald, are the weak-

ist principle of federation of the national | #5t links of the working class.

organization. We stand entirely on the
grounds of democratic centralism, The
Jewlsh workers won over by your paper
miuat straggle in the general rooks of the
Communist League and the mass organi-
egations of the American proletariat. Im
so far as your paper will develop and
strengthen, £ may also pssume signifie-
ance beyond the boundarics of the Und.
ted States and Canada: in Sooth Amer-
the buresueratized Comintern reflects it

link of the proletariat. The policy of
righta, the Jewlsh workers are a weak
economic sonse and in the sense of elivil
Iea, in Furope and Palestine, Im  the

eelf most dkastrously on the most ops

Your paper is the organ of the Com-
munist League. Ity Immediate task is

to gather the Jewish workers in Amer.
fea under the banner of Marx and Lenin.
The more successfully this work 18 esr-
ried out the soomer it will rise to an
international height, the more the i{deas
of the Left Oppositlon will penetrate into
the midst of the Jewish workers of the
Ol World, the 1. 8 8 R included,

With my whole heart 1 greet  your
paper and I shall try to be vseful in your
work with everything T ean.

Yours,

—L, TROTREY.
Frinkipo, May 9, 1982, 7

The Crisis, Unemployment and the Workers

(Continned from poge 1)

gation of capital. It cawsed an  epor-
mons oxteosion wf the scale of produc-
tionn and of overproduction of capital,
The general proeess of capitalist pros
duction brings forward ever more its
antagonlsms ol mooopoly, developed pro-
ductive forees and the poverty and re-
stricted consumption of the massea. In
this process, the credit system nccelerates
the viclent erupdions of these antagon-
isma, the crisis,

“The stupendous productive power de.
veloping under the capitalist mode of
production rélatively to populatlon, and
the increase, though not lo the same pro-
portion, of capital values (oot their ma-
terial substance), which grow much
more rapidly than the popolation, conira-
diet the basis, which, compared to the
expanding wealth, Is over narrowing gnd
for which this immense productive power
works, and the conditions, under which
capital augments its value, This is
the cause of crlsea’ (Marx, Caplial,
Yol, 111, page 313.)

In the lipht of the above & should
pkw prove Interesting to cxomine the
prescat level of percentages of capaeclty
productlon reached after two and a haif
years duration of the erisls. The New
York Tinwes index for the Srst quarter of

end of 1030 and on Afty-four for the earl-
fer dates given. They compare as fol-
lows for April this year with  Aprll of
previous years, with the average for the
full year 1926 reckoned as 100:

April, I832,............6022
April, 1031.............76.7
April, 1930.............801
April, 1929..._.........90.1
April, 1924, . ..........10L0

April, 1923............1108
In thiz connection it will be well tp
also note the fall in the toisl payroll
from the same index, covering the same
industries and the same months, 1t will
be usefnl for our further analysis. The
payrolls for April compare as fol¥ows:

April, 1832.............44.7
April, 1031.............685
April, 1030 ............ EBD.5
April 1929............0048
April, 1928............ 101.5
April, 1923............108.7

There s shown here an ominous dls.
parity in the much greater drop In tota]
payroll when compoared to the drop in
employment. This Iz indicative for the
future working class prospects. A per-
manent, huge uvnempleyed army and &
reduced standard of living. But  what
the working class will do in this situa.
tion &tlll remains the declsive guestion.

18932 gives the following results:

Industry February March April
Pig Iron production 315 27.9 249

Bteal Inghot = 311 264 250
Electrie Fower TE1 T24 T13
Bltuminous Coal G285 746 713
Auntomabiloe u SEn 274 B3
Boot and Shos o 0.7 DEG 910
Tioe o 419 41.3 401

Cotton gonsumplion 715 732 568

Freight car londings 617 G601 §9.2

For the combloed bosiness nodex, of
which the estimated “pormal” is 100, we
get the following flgures:

Combloed business 628 616 0572

Truly, the stupendous productive power
developed under the capitalist mode of
pfoduction contradicts the basls, and the
conditions under which capital augments
Its value. And it is mot altogether un.
nntural that the New York Times com.
ments cynically in an editorial, of SBun-
doy, June 5th, Eentitled—This Crisis
and Others—"The break-down I8 perman-
ent. The sharply ¢urtailed consumptlon
today is not primarily & refex of a dis-
tresg cul in ineome but a return 4o the
‘natoral’ level (sle!)., The unemploy-
ment figures of today are not emergency
fignrea. They register the permancnt
effect of our triumphs in indystrial ef.
ficiency, In methods apd machines (bear,
hear), Taking care of perhaps B, 000,000
peraons out of work I a blg problem,
but one that can be solved If it is &
temporary problem. But what the coun-
try must now look forward to is this
huge mass of idle workers s 4 DernAT.
ent feature of ogur evonomic life. Sach
is the fatal diferemsce ‘In kind' today.”

Yes, this iz the salient point of the
crisis today and for the future prospects.
The New York Times wants to warn its
jpourgeois readers. We must similarly
wiarn the working class to draw its owno
caonclualons.

We would mot accept the above anem-
ployment figure as accurate. In reality
it Is surely a good deal larger than that.
Exact figures are not available, The
bourgesrs povernment fears to have such
& computation made But the iodex Ag-
ures published by the Department of
Labor give us gomewhat of an [dea. Its
index flgures afe based wugon returns

The return to the “natural” level, ps
the New York Times so cynically puts

i
It; embodies these prospects for the Am.
|eri+:nn working clasa, The return nims

In the contipuily of the process of re-
production, to extend the market and to
reatore & ciate of proft on existing capital
on this “natual™ baslz. But eapltalizm
piladuees for an unknown market. And,
+ the contradictions between the expan-
#glon of capital and the market Hmits-
tiona leads to ever deeper erises,

Capltallst production, as a contlmeous
coonected process, first of all produces

“and reproduces the capitalist relatlons,
Henceforth these will be the relations of

yet greater concentration of  eapital—
meang of production which serve a8
]:_'n.pit.-u_ll serve for the exploitation of
| labor—with greater Intensity pf exploita.
Iton and with an ever growing section
iof the workers in eoforced idloness.

“The real barrier of capitalist pro-
duetion i= capltal itself. 1t is the* fact
that capital and lts self-expansion &P
pear a8 the starting and closing polot
as the motive and alm of prjrduction;
that prodection is merely production for
capltal, and not vice versa, the means of
production mere means for An evir ax.
panding syatem of the Hfe process for
the beneflt of the society of producers
(Marx, Capital, Vol. 111, page 203.)

—ARNE SWABECE.

(Note: Another article on the Orlsls,
Unemployment and the Worklng Clasa,
particularly dealing with the present ef
forts for expansion of eredits, will ap-
pear in the next lssue of The Militant
—Ed.) a

BOUND YOLUMES of the MILITANT
T1 Issues of the Old Format
From Vol. 1, No. 1 to Vol. 4, No. 12,
October 16, 1028 to June 15, 1881,
Bound in Ons Voelume,
The Number on Hand 1z Timited,
Orders Will be Filled in the Order
in Which They are Rocoived.

Checks or Money Orders Must Ace
company the Orders.
Make Sure of Your Copy.

from elghty-nine industries since the

Order at Onee |
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te restore gonfidence, within capitalism, ¢

RUSSIA: MARKET OR MENACE?

By Thomas D Camphell

Longmaonns, Green and Co,

New York, Teronto ound Lopdon 1032
144 puges,

The sppesrance of thlis book orging
Amorlean business men Lo develop trade
with the Soviet Union by the extension
of long-term crodits, and eventual legal
revognition, makes It instrgctive to draw
a balance of the present stote of this
question in the ranks of the working
clasa and its vanguoard

Mr. Campbell is a large seale sgricul-
paral capitalist, owner of a 95,6 aere
ziant farm at Hardin, Montana, a Mech-
anleal and Agricultural Engloeer, apeclal
expert and adviser to the Soviet Govern-
ment o 18201930 In the development of
lorge scale Boviet farm organization.
He mgrshals aprgomenis convincing IF
only from the purely business pointg of
view; for cziepsion of credits: (1) "It
has, daring the past fourteen years pald
all fts obligations prompily and in foll™;
(2) “For many years to come Rossia
will be the world's greatest consumors’

munrkel for all kinds of manofactured |,

gomls™ ) (3) WIH relieve American de-
pression; (4) “American banking and
financial institetions . . . have sold to
the American public since the war, two
and m half billilon dollars of German
weetrlitles, a portion of which have been
usel by the Germans to extend credit
to Mussin.” (5) “Germany has reccived
i Howl of orders from Hussin  including
ET0,000,000 worth of industrial equipment
since April 15, 19317 (6) Stable Gow-
ornment.  “It is my opinlon that Russin
would not mow be the important nation
she is, It Joseph Stalin and his support-
erd had not succceded In displacing the
more-violent revolutionists of the Trotsky
type . . . Btalin |8 a strategist of poe
other sort, & man who can advanes or
retreat, thrust or parry, denounee or
defend, and still advaneing towads his
oltimate goal” The American bourge-
olgie will agree with him,

These arguments and others are ad-
vanee hy Campbell to assure timid busi-
uess men that trade with Russis la a
good  business  proposition, repeating
again and again that he is firmly op-
posed to Communism in any form,

That Campbell represents a live view
among cerioin strata of Ameriean mang.
facturers is attested to by the recent re-
soluttons of the Toledo and Cleveland
Chambers of Commerce, hasing themselves
on a three million dollar loss of orders
from the Soviet Union dge to the “short.
slghted diplomntic policy” of the EOVErn-
ment, they want an immediate cessation
of playing with this question, and demand
revognition of the Soviet Union ng o bagis
for revival of certaln Amerlean Indus.
Lideg,

The e¢ry has been taken up by the
Democrats In thelr anti-admintstration
propaganda and proposals have come ba-
fore congress, It may become a substan-
tinl secondary campaign lssue in the com.
ing elections,

The slogan of long-term eredits and
trade with the Soviet Unfon has a pow-
erful political apepal to workers auffer-
ing unemployment in the pregent erigta,
There I8 no goestion of the response
that the Communist party and its auxil-
1:1:_'Im got, after they reluctantly adopted
[pis "munter-remlutlunary" glogan, He-
canse of thelr hesltant, “tongue-in-the
cheak™ poliey, however, there has been
no real effort to bulld on this Eey slogan
E'Lh@trnct and pacliist aslogans of "Dal!endr

a8 Hovlet Unlon"

b s type have beem sub.

In spite of the shvious effectivencss of
this slogan in connecting up the fight
agulnst capitalizt migery directly with
the cause of the Workers Republie, 1it-
tle progress has been made in the ranks
of the American workers, It still rie
mains for certain business men's groups
to take the lead in this question, motiv-
ated by real loss of orders, shot-down of
their plants, and panie at the extent of
the crisls. How gilly the buroeratic
“arguments” about this slogan lending
aid to the capitalists in stabilizing their
Industry. As if credits for the Five Year
Plan program would eliminate the gig-
antic contradictions of chaos and glat
in the eapitalist market,

A most astounding revelation in this
bupk is the lengths to which Stalin has
gone in his false “strotegy” of “decelving
the bourgeoisie.” While secrot negotin.
tions take place with capitalist magnates
and diplomats for recoguitlon and ex-
temslon of credits as, for example, be-
hind the scenes at Geneva, Sokolnikov In
London and Hogdanoy of the Amiorg
in New York, in these manipulations be-
hind the backs of the workers, the prin-
ciples of the movement are bartered for
a possible recognition or a possible exten.
glon of eredits. That explains Litvinov's
defection in signing the Kellogg DPaet.
Mot the bourgeoizis but the workers are
thus deceived at to the alms of the
Workers Hepublie in the international
class war,

Hut aside from disasirons sonssquences
of the false theory of national socialism
in world politica, you have the petty “de-
ception” of the world bourgeoisie thru
the mediom of Btalin's interviews — the
famous “twofold” molley, talking with one
face to the workers and another to the
beszen, and occasionally getting  the
faceas mixed.

Campbell reports : “He (Stalin) oobesi-
tatingly admiited, with disarming frank-
ness, that under Trofsky there had been
an attempt to spread Communism throwgh-
ouf the world. He sald that was ihe
primary cause of the break between him.
pelfl and Trofisky., That Trotsky believed
In universal Communism while he wanted
to confing his efforts to his ewn conm.
iry. He explained that they had neither

ize the world, even should they wish to
dié ee, and that his own chief interest
was to lmprove the conditio of the

sBBook Review:
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| ence whatsoever from the government of
1 other countries,”

That thiz i3 an authentle statement
van be shown by the following foct:
“Upon leaving, he told me that the inter.
préter would prepare a typewritien copy
of our eonversation, which I recelved
two weeks later In London, signed “J.
Stalin”, and with this note—"Kecp this
record, i may be s very historieal docu.
mend wme day.”  (What arrogant con-
ceit!)

Are the bourgesisie really fooled by
these utternndes? Note the wave of
editorial frony In the capitalist newss
papers about Stalin’s back to capitalizm
{zle) mwvement in the gquestions of the
new decree on Individoal sale of eattle
and grain apd the plece work system in
the factories. Thl;-}' ploee 0 correct cva-
loation on Stalin's interviews aml “{wo-
Tuld" propaganda,

And finally, let ws examine the views
wf the author himself, who so earnestly
extolls the virtues of Stalinist leadership,
“Communism” he says, “Thrives only in
dark places, the eesspools of the world
.« « (despite the depression) the pro-
ducers of Ameriea’s manofactored goods
werd loth to deal with Russin. They held
aloof during thoss first years after the
revolution WHEN RUSSIA WAS DOMIN-
ATED) BY READECALS OF THE MOST
FERNICTOUS BREED, who threatened
to overthrow our government and those
of the other great nations, Years hefore
the financial erash of 1929, the militant
advocates of world revolution have been
hanished from Russia and expelled from
the Comnmnist party whlch mles Kuos.
sia’s 160 millien people™

Oh! What a tangled web we weave,
“When first we practlice to deceive!”

—CARL COWL.

FILM REVIEW

NOT “ALONE" COMRADE!

The film, “Alone”, produced by Sovking
of the U, 3. 8. I and shown at present
at the Cameo Theatre, is a sigoificent
portrayal of life in Roviet Kussia, not
in the herolc days of the Revolution, but
at the present time, o the days of strug-

gle againat the kulaks and nepmen.

 Briefly told the story depicis the bleak
but enlightening experlence of an Inmi-
ture girl just out of Normal School who
isg gpent most wonwlllingly to teach the
childrén of a backward tribe gway of at
the edge of elvilization in the Altal re-
glon of Siberia.

Here g village Soviet cxists bat we ara
made guickly and convineingly aware
that although forms have changed, the
underlying reality has mot. The rich
kulak whe bas divided his large fock of
gheep forming the wealth of this reglon,
among his “poor relatives™ (the usual
fietion), =il wields the power., He nwes
the wvery Hoviet to exploit the worker-
shepherds, helped nlong by the lazy and
ineffieient bureancrat assigned a8 head of
the Zoviet.

The young Moscow girl, at Arst bewil.
dered through lack of experience, comes
soon Lo a realization of actuallities, parti-
cilarly when the nepman-kulak invades
the class-room to withdraw the older
children to make them tend the fock.
She comes Into condlict with the ecrafiy
kulak and when he attempts to slanghter
the sheep, the main source of food supply
for the village, for his own private profit,
hor appeal to the head of the Soviet be-
ing unavaliling, since he has no “instroe.
tions™, she decides to apeal to the high-
cr-ups at the provinclal center. Hera ghe
makes the mistake of accepling the help
of the class-cnemy who offers to drive
lior im his sleigh and she finds hérsclf
deserted, alope, in the itrackless waste
of snow. However she s found and
againat the opposition of the bureauncrat
the village poor sent an appeal for help
to save her life. An aeroplane docs the
rigt, Meantime the village poosr are
aroused and foree the regeneration of
the Boviet by holding elections and cast-
fng out the bureaucrat.

We are Ioformed that this pleture of
conditions s they now exist kindled a
heated diseussion In Moscow. Critlelsm
wag levelled at the playing ap of o “star”
as agalnzt the pleturing of the “masses",
Mevertheless, after the usual preview he-
fore selected workers to declde whether
the Alm should be released to the Russlan
masses, these workers voled favorably
on it o8 giving a troe pleture. In aplte
of which, the Cameo bllboards repeat
an announcement that this plelure will
probaldy never be seen publicly In Hus-
slha,

May we not conclude that the eriticism
as to "star” technique s just a wee bit
disingenuons? That acteally the bureau-
crats felt more than uneomfortable noder
ita too direct exposure of how, although
they are not counler-revolutionaries, they
play directly Into the hands of the class
enemies?

Yes, nlmed at bureaucracy In Slberia,
it struck home in Moscow as the work-
era conld not fail to  understand, No,
the fillm must not be allowed to glve aid
and comfort to the Left Opposition! It
iz too symbolic of our own struggle for
the regeneration of the Sovieta, Wa
heartily recommend the flm to  party
comrades,

=—J. WEBER.
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CHICAGO PICNIC

for the
Bemefit of The Milltant
on
EUNDAY, JUNE 1%, 1832
at

FOREEST GLENN PRESERYE
Eafreahmenis and Games
Directions: Take Elslon car to end of
station. TUse Transfer and take bua to
Forest (denn 5t. Walk four blocks north.
Ausplicea: Chicagp Branch C. L. of A.
{ Oppoaltion)




