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The Right Wing in
a Blind Alley

The secret unlty negotlitions betwean
the Party bureaucrats and Lovestone re-
vealed once more the unprincipledness
and the cynicism which the diseiples of
Btalin bring to all important guestions,
incloding the question of unity. OB this
point we have commented before, in con-
nectlon with the reports of the negotin-
tlons which first appeared in the Militant.
But this affalr—our reports of which
have been fully confirmed In all essen-
tial particulars, no less by the denlals
of the Stalinists than by the explana-
tions of Gitlow—has another lmportant
agpect. By it, with a more compelling
logic than ever before, the hopeless
position of the Right wing le acknowledg-
ed.

If the unfplshed horge trade stamps
the rabid campaign of the Stallnlsta
against the Right “rencgades” with ip-
slncerity—and thereby serves to diseredit
{t—ithe effect on the position of the Love-
gtoneltes 1 still more annibilating. One
has only to read the material on the
latest unity maneuvers all together—the
letters In the Militant, the self-refuting
denlals of the Stalinists and the long
winded apologetics of the Workers' Age
—to understand that Lovestone i setk-
ing a favorable basis for “eapitulation”.

The collapse of the Right wiog oo an
international scale 13 undoubtedly the
chlef reason for this move to give up the
geparate organization in Ameriea. A
small {tem in the recent lasue of the
Werkers' Age, announcing a sesslon of
the International Bureau of the Brandler
“Enternational”, gives the most convine-
ing evidence of this disintegration. it
is stated there that o session of the Bur-
ean would be meaningless without the
participation of the Amerlcan section.
Bwallowing the Aattery, which contalns
not the least nourlshment, the Lovestone
politicians eould not help asking them-
selves: “If the International organiza-
tion of the Right wing depends on us,
what good s It7" A mean who I8 ube
able to swlm himself cannot help an-
other who I8 drownlng by jumping Inteo
the water after him. Besldes, Lovestons
was never a follower, of Christ, of whom
it was sald: “He saved others, himself
he could not save”., Ela motto ls more
modern and more Amerlcan: “Look oot
for number one.”

This philosophy can draw no comfort
from the catastrophic sltuation of the
International Right wing. Bucharin In
the Russlan party capitulated to Htalin.
A bumber of the most prominent Brand-
lerists lu Germany have gone over to
the new SHoclalist Labor Party, while
Brandler and Thalheimer knock paticotly
at the door of Sialin. The leader of the
Crechmalovakian EBrandlerlats—Neurith—
Is breaking away in the direction of the
Left Opposition, Everywhere ls stagna-
tion and bresk-up. No progress, noe in-
ternal consolldation, no firm ideology, no
perepectives,

The hopelessness, the futility, of the
Brandler “International" becomes clear-
er day by day. No wonder that the
Lovestone leaders, foreseelng the Imavit-
able end—which, it must be admitted,
required npo special political acomen—
prepare to desert the lost cause for afn-
otheér venture in the ranks of Stalinism.

The Case of J. T. Mur;l:y

The sensational reslgnation of J. T
Murphy from the Communist Party of
Eogland, colnelding with a forlous cam-
palgn against him in the officlal press
i a striking illostraton of the fearful
instability of the Centrlst regime. Just
think : Muorphy was oue of the founders
of the Party, and an outstapding mem-
ber of the Central Committee. He was
a wheel.horse of Btalin, not only in the
British Party, but in the Comiotern as
well, and won many decorations for his
part In the war agalost “Trotskylam'.
He preached the “monolithic unity” of
the Htalinist appointees, and with his
colleagues of similar kidoey, he symbol-
ized It Now, out of a clear sky, this
game Muarphy ls cast out of the Partr.
And those same epithets which he ban-
dled about B0 handlly—"countar-revolu-
tionist”, “renegade”, etc.—are falling on
bis own head.

The case of Murphy also illostrates
how irreslatibly, over what apparently
cogtradictory roads and even through the
instrumentality of the most hostila per-
sons, a correct political idea will make
its way. Murphy lived politically, he
malotalned his position In the leading
astaf for years, by virtue of hls readiness
to repeat every slander against Trolaky,
to condemn every ldea of the Opposition
as counter-revolutionary. And then, such
is the eroel logle of polities, he finds him-
pelf ountslde the Party becauss he cAn
no longer condemn the Oppoaltion slogan
of “eredits for the Soviet Union™! What
Irony! And what powerful testimony to
the force of that slogan of the Laft Op
poaltion !

Murphy has not becoms & supporter
of the platform of the Bolshevik.Lenin-
lsts. Far from it. Not In a day, nor

oven in a4 year, can & man cleanse his

mind of the accumulated Alth and pnimn'

deposited through nine years of servile
toquiescence te the eplgones’ reaction.
But not aven a Murphy, it seems, could
remaln wholly Indifferent to the havoe
that Stalinlam has wrought 15 the British
Party. He ventursd, after a very long
stapor, to resort to Independent thought
abont the problems of the BEritlsh work-
ing olass and thalr relation to socialist

pongtroction in the Boviet Unlon. And—
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Lo and Behold l—the first {dea that camé
to him was ones that bad been alabar-
ated long ago by those whom he had
gxpelled and slandered: the idea of eco-
nomic collaboration with the Boviet Un-
fon and long term croedits.

A¥ea Mur ignorant of the source
aond origln ;,F'rhﬁ idea that brought bis
downfall in the Party? It is not impos-
gible. The denunclation of the Opposl-
tion became such a routing matter for
the funkeys of Btalin that many of them
found it unnecessary to read what they
wndemnped. Here again the eplgones
elucldate the Bolshevik method reversely.
If the revolutionary Marxists carefully
study the works of all their opponents
and report them conscientiously in order
to refute them as they really stand with
the greater preclsion, the Stalinists, for
whom Marxism !a nothing but a false-
tace, require an unheeding lgnorance of
every viewpoint except the official one.
An objectlve study of what others say
without officlal authorieation, and above
all & careless repetition of an tnoffclal
thought, unfita a man for the Stalln ma-
chine. Murphy violated one of these
conditions, if not both. Hence his ex-
communleation.

Murphy has issoed a statement on the
affalr, a copy of which appears in the
British New Leader for May 20. In this
gtatement he throws some lght on the
method of “ldeclogleal mobilization”
which he did a full share to bring to full
bloom in the Party, and which is now
brought into play against him.

He saya:

"“Within g few houras of the appearance
of the Dadly Worker article {the state-
ment of the Political Burean agalnst him
==Fd.} resolutions equally denunclatory
began to pour in without a single per
son asking if I had anything to say, and
before it was possible to become A0
quainted with the lssues which had been
raised. (This) 18 an indication of the
sutomatic, unthinking way in which the
Party machine operatea and churns out
its approval of resolotions.”

Yeag, that s the way it {8 done—"the
automatic, unthinking way™., It has been

not without reason and explanstion. The
Prusaianization of the Party—enforoed
by those who abuse the good falth of
the members and thelr confidence in the
Comintern—was necesaltated by the reac-
tlonary stroggle against those who truly
ropresent the ideas pd the traditlon of
the HRosslan revolution. They could not
wags this atrugegle suecessfully any
ather way. But the structore based on
these methoeds cannot stand. Ons crack
after gnother appears In the foundation.
The cass of Murphy signifies another of
these ominons criacks, and & very signi-
flcant ome too,

golng on for & long time now, and it is )

| N. Y. Opposition Offers

Cooperation in Elections
to the Communist Party

District Party Electlon

Campaign Committee.
Dear Comrades:

The New York branch of the Commun-
fat TLeague of America endorses the
Presldential electlon campaign of the
Communist Party, its natlonal and local
candidates. Desplte the fact that our
delegates were not seated at the New
York District Conference, we continuoe
to endorse and will support tha ecandi-
dates with all the forces at onr command.

Last year, our delegates were also re
fused participation In the Conference.
Nevertheless, we conducted a serles of
open air meetings all durlng the local
campalgn, in which we called upon the
workers to vote for the candldates of
the Communist Party. Through our
press and other means, we continged to
ppeak on the saome Hine,

Mo formal ousting will ever suffice to
stop our activities for our Party, of
which we are still g factlon and in which
we work as soch.

We will undectake all assignmenis
glven to uvs—whlch we hope to recelve
by return mail. If none are officially
given, we will agaln carry out activities
as we did last year apd before.

Comradely yours,
HERBHET CAPELILS,
New York Branch of the
Hecretary
Communist League of America
(Opposition )

— )

BOUND VOLUMES OF PAMPHLETS
FORE BALE

Boand Volomes of the following pam-
phleta by comrade Trotsky are now ready
for sale: The Draft Program, Btrategy
of the World Revoelation, World Unem-
ployment and the Five Year Flan, Pro-
blems of the Development of the U. 8.
B. K., The Torn in the . I. and the
Bltuation in Germany, Germany—-the Koy
to the International Situation, The Span-
ish Revolotion, The Spanish Revolution
In Danger, and Communlem and Syndl-
caliam. All these are hound in cne vol-
T,

The volumes are attractively bound in
colored covers, The pamphlets are ar-
manged Ig the above order. Three of the
pamphlets in the volume are out of print
and canbot bé had except by buylng the
bound volumes. These are the Draft Pro-
gram, World Unemployment and the Five
Year Plan, and The Turn in the O, I,
and the Bltuation In Germany.

The number of bound volumes 18 1imit-
od to nipety., Orders will be filled in
the order in which they are recelved.
Checks of money orders must accompany
the orders. Comrades who want a copy
of these bound volnmes should order
them at once. The price is §2.00.

In vlew of the gerlous political
changes in Burope during the last few
weeks, such ag the elections In France
and the fall of the Bruening government,
the Lausanne conference, which la sched-
wled to be held in the middle of June,
takes on speclal importance, In this
light, the following remarks by comrade
Trotaky, made in an interview he graot-
ed the Chicage Dally News at the time
of the current Geneva confercnce, are of
particular interest for Communists and
for all revolotionary workers.

In Reply to Questions Fosed by
the Chieago Dally News

{1) The fundamental cause of the
crisls may be defined by 8 slogle word:
capltalism. The specific character of
this crisis 1s explained by another com-
cept: imperlallsm, that s to &4y, mong-
poly capitalism which is begloning to pu-
trify within its own Insoluble contradic-
tione. ‘The rise and fall of Ivar Erenger
aymbolyzes all of capitallsm today. The
official morallsts are hurling thelr thun-
der agalnst the match king after the
event. But he could have replled to
them: why have you permitted me to
dispose, according to my own wishes, of
the productive forces, which under the
diréctlon of a homane soclely, ought to
serve soclety itself?

Wil the capltallst world order survive
the present crisls? The reply depends
upon what 18 understoed noder the term
crisla, Varlations in the conjuncture ac-
company the entire history of capitalism,
In the past periods, the carve of capital-
lam rose throughout all the wvarlations of
the conjuncture, Today, it ia declining.
This does not exclude varlations of the
conjoncture in the future. On the con-
trary, these are Inevitable. But the
present acute crisis can only be so at-
tenuated that it will colminete into &
higher paroxism in the next Iimmediate
stage. Thiz whola tragic process can
only end In the f(ransformation of the
whole soclal syatem.

(Z) Have I any hope of poccess at
the disarmament conference? MNot the
least. But In this, I am not an excep
tion. The French project is suficlently
characterized by the fact that It has been
presented by the Tardien governmént. At
the same time that Erance supports the
bloody work of Japan In the Far East,
Japan gratefully supports the pacifist in-
itlative of France at Gepeva. An Incom-
parable lesson for all peoplea! The pro-
ject of Franoce provides for the creatiom,
under the mantle of the League of Na-
tlong, of & new entente with the one
alm of stabllizing the hegemony of
Froanch finance capltal with the ald of an
“international” army.

But the Ameriean project also does

Trotsky on the Disarmament Conference

wars are not condneted with the arms
which the warfaring peoples possess on
the eve of war, but with thosa which
they mamufacture in the course of the
war itself, The Unlted States has, [rom
this point of view, glven a lssson to the
entire world and to Germany In parti-
cular. The outcome of the I[uture war
will be determined by the technical cap-
aclty of the belligerant countries. The
more advanced the Industrial develop-
ment of & counptey the more Interested
is the country In & provislonal “lmita-
tlon™ of armaments; for In such & case
it will really be easler for it to provide
ita army with the necessitles.

In the beat case, the conference will
b terminated with hollow phrases. The
fallure of the Geneva conference will
constitute a new (mpulslon for the
course toward armaments and will am-
plify the war danger.

The Fravco-Japanese policy, ita belli-
cose op well as lis “paclfist” alde, is be-
ing orlentated ever more openly, not only
agalnst China, but alse agnlnst the SBo-
viet Unlon., That Litvinoff, at the Gen-
eva conference, expresses the honest de-
slre of the U, 8. 8. K not to enter the
war, cannot be doubted by kny attentive
observer. HBot I wiah the Bovlet dele-
gatlon had devoted a momeént to pasa
over from the techpical peace proposals,
which even from an educational point
of vlew do mot béar any great lmportance,
to a more active policy, that s, to say
openly before the conference that which
is, and in thizs manner to warn the peo-
ples of the danger faclng them. For if
there 8 any force on our planet capahle
of “lIimiting” armaments on land and
wed, it im the desire of the masses of
the people.

{3) The ™emora Inm the press abont
my return in the near future, to the U,
8 85 HE 4o oot rest vpon any serious
Information whatsoever. It f8 much Ta-
ther a matter of Inventions caused by
the highly charged general sltoation, It
is needless to say that the factlop to
which I belong will put Itself entirely
and completely at the disposal of the
Bovlet government. As a precedent, we
can polnt out that in the perlod of the
civil war of 1918-1820, Btalin, YVoroshilov
and othera were in sharp opposition to
the methods of condocting the war that
I pursued in full agreement with Lenin.
This did not at all prevent the opposi-
tonlsts of that time from taking an ac-
tive part in the stroggles.

What Is going on in Spain?

pot open Any perspective.  Presept day
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Centrism «inGeneral » and the Centrism
of the Stalinist Bureaucracy

{Coentinued from lait Issue)

In the meantime this same- functionary bears the
least resemblance to an incorporesl spirit. He eats
and guzzles and procreates and grows himself a re-
spectable pot-belly. He lays down the law with a
gonorous voice, handpicks from below people faithful
to him, remains himself faithful to his superiors, pro-
hibits others from eriticizing himself and sees in all
this the gist of the general line. Of such functionaries
there are a few million., A few million! Their num-
ber is greater than the number of industrial workers
in the period of the October revolution.s The major-
ity of these functionaries never P'?-l'tii:ipﬂ.‘!:ﬂd in the
class struggle which is bound up with sacrifices, self-
denials and dangers. These peaple in their nverwhz]:rf-
ing mass were politically born already in the quali-
fication of & ruling caste. They are backed by the
state power. It assures them their livelihood and
raises them considerably above the surrounding masses.
They know nothing of the dangers of unemployment,
if they are gifted with the capacity to stand at atten-
tion. The grossest errors are forgiver them ns_la!!g
as they are ready to fulfill the rdle of the sacrificial
scape-goat at the required moment, and thus remove
the responsibility from the shoulders of their nearest
superiors. Well, then, has this ruling stratum of
many millions any social weight and political influence
in the life of a country? Yes or no?

DANGERS OF WORKERS' BUREAUCRACY

We know from older books that workers’ bureau-
cracy and workers' aristocracy is the social foundation
for opportunism. In Russia this phenomenon has
taken on new forms. On the foundation of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat—in a backward country—
surrounded by capitalism—{or the first time a power-
ful bureaucratic apparatus has been created from
among the upper layers of the workers, that is raised
above the masscs, that lays down the law to them, that
has at its disposal collossal resources, that is bound
together by an inner mutual responsibility and that
intrudes into the policies of a workers’ government its
own interests, methods and regulations.

We are not anarchists. We understand the neces-
sity of a workers' government and therefore the his-
torical inevitability of a bureaucracy during a transi-
tional period. But we likewise understand the dangers
that are inherent in this fact, particularly for a back-
ward and an isolated country. The idealization of
Soviet bureaucracy is the most shameful mistake that
can be made by & Marxist. Lenin strived with all his
might to raise the party as a self-acting vanguard of
the working elass above the governmental apparatus
in order to control, check, direct, and, purge it, plac-
ing the historical interests of the proletariat—inter-
natienal, not only national—above the interests of the
ruling bureaucracy. As the first condition of the
party control over the government Lenin put the con-
trol of the party massé over the party apparatus. Read
over attentively his articles, speeches and letters dur-
ing the Soviet period, particularly for the last two
years of his life—and you will remark with what alarm
his mind turned time and again to this burning ques-
tion.

THE FUNCTIONARY REPLACES THE BOLSHEVIK

But what has happened in the subsequent period?
The entire leading stratum of the party and of the
government that was at the helm during the revolu-
tion and the civil war has been replaced, removed and
crusheéd. Their place has been taken by an anonymous
functionary. At the same time the struggle against
bureaucratism which was so acute in character during
Lenin’s lifetime, when the bureaucracy was not yet out
of its diapers, has ceased entirely now when the ap-
paratus has grown sky high.

And indeed, who is there capable of carrying on
this struggle? The party as a self-controlling van-
guard of the proletariat no longer exists now. The
party apparatus has been fused with the administra-
tive. The most important instrument of the general
line within the party is the G. P. U. The bureaueracy
not only prohibits the criticism of the top from below
but it prohibits its theoreticians from even talking
about it and from noticing it. The mad hatred of the
Left Opposition is aroused first of all by the fact
that the Opposition talks openly about the bureau-
cracy, about its particular réle, and its interests, thus
revealing the secret that the general line is inseparable
from the flesh and blood of the new nationalistic ruling
stratum, which is not at all identical with the prole-
tariat.

From the proletarian character of the government,
the bureaucracy deduces its right of primogeniture to
infallibility: how can the bureaucracy of a workers'
state degenerate! The state and the bureaucracy are
thereby taken not as historical processes but as eter-
nal categories: how can the holy church and its god-
inspired priests sin! Yet, if a workers’ bureaucracy
which raised itself over the proletariat, waging battle
in a capitalist society, could degenerate into the party
of Noske, Scheidemann, Ebert and Wels, why can’t it
degenerate after raising itself over the victorious pro-
letariat?

The ruling and uncontrolled position of the Soviet
bureaucracy is conducive to a psychology which in
many ways is directly contradictory to the pschology
of & proletarian revolutiomist. Its own aims and com-
binations in loeal politics as well as in international
politics are placed by the bureaucracy above the tasks
of the revolutionary education of the masses and with-
out any connection with the tasks of international rev-
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olution. In the course of a number of years the Stal-
inist faction demonstrated that the interests :dlﬁ the

sychology of a “strong peasant”, engineer, inis-
frsbnr. Cﬁmse bnurgwnif intellectual and British trade
union functionary were much closer and more compre-
hensive to it than the psychology and the needs of the
unskilled laborer, the peasant poor, the uprising Chi-
nese national masses, the English strikers, ete.

But why, in that case, didn't the Stalinist faction
lead to the very end its line of national opportunism?
Because it is the bureaucracy of a workers’ state
While the international social, democracy defends the
foundations of the bourgeois sovereignity, the Soviet
bureaucracy, not having achieved a governmental over-
turn, is compelled to adapt itself to the social founda-
tions laid down by the October revolution. Hence is
derived the dual psycheologh and policies of the Stalin-
ist burcaucracy. Centrism, but centrism on the foun-
dation of a workers” stats, is the sole possible expres-
sion for this duality.

Whereas in capitalist countries, the centrist group-
ings are most often temporary or transitional in char-
acter, reflecting the evolution of certain workers’ strata
to the right or to the left, under the cenditions of the
Soviet republic, centrism is equipped with a much more
solid and organized base in the shape of a multimillion-
ed bureaucracy. Representing in itself a natural en-
vironment for opportunist and nationalist tendencies,
it is compelled, however, to mainttain the foundations
of its hegemony in the struggle with the kulak and at
the same time to bother ‘about its “Bolshevik™ prestige
in the world-wide movement. Following its attempted
chase after the Kuo Min Tang and the Amsterdam
bureaucracy, which in many ways is close to it spirit-
ually, the Soviet bureaucracy each time entered into
sharp conflict with the social democracy which reflects
the enmity of the world bourgeoisie to the Soviet state.
Such are the sources of the present Left zig-zags.

The cccentricity of the situation arises not from
the supposed and special immunity of the Soviet bur-
eaucracy to opportunism and nationalism but from
the fact that, being unable to occupy a thoroughgoing
national-reformist pesition, it is compelled to describe
zig-zag between Marxism and national reformism. The
oscillations of this bureaucratic centrism, in conform-
ity with its power, its resources and the acute contra-
dictions in its position, have attained an altogether
unheard of sweep: from ultra-Left adventurism in
Bulgaria and Esthonia to the alliance with Chiang
Kai-Shek, Radich and Purcell; and from the shameful
fraternization with British strike breakers te a com-
plete renunciation of the policy of the United Front
with mass organizations.

These breakneck zig-zags would have been impossi-
ble, were it not for the fact that within all Commun-
ist sections a self-sufficient bureauvecracy—i. e., inde-
pendent of the party—had been formed., Here is the
root of all evil!

WHEREIN LIES THE STRENGTH OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The strength of a revolutionary party consists in
the independence of its vanguard which checks and
selects its cadres and while educating its leaders, grad-
ually elevates them by its confidence. This creates an
unbroken connection between the cadres and the mass,
between the leader and the cadres and it induces in
the entire leadership an inward confidence in them-
selves. There is nothing of the kind in the contem-
porary Communist parties! The leaders are appoint-
ed. They handpick their aides, The rank and file
of the masses is forced to accept the appointed lead-
ers, around whom there is built up the artificial atmo-
sphere of advertisement. The cadres depend upon the
upper crust and not upon the underlying masses. Con-
sequently, to a considerable degree they seck for the
source of their influence as well as for the source of
their livelihood outside of the masses. They draw
their political slogans not from the experience in the

struggle, but hy telegraph. And in the meantime

Stalin’s files secrete incriminating documents against
possible emergency. Each leader knows that at any
moment he can be blown away like a feather.

COARSENESS AND DISLOYALTY CHARACTERIZE
THE BUREAUCRAT

Thus, throughout the entire Comintern a closed
bureaucratic stratum is being created which represents
in itself a culture broth for the bacilli of centrism.
While organizationally it is very stable and solid, for
it is backed by the bureaucracy of the Soviet state,
the centrism of the Thaelmanns, Remmeles and Co., is
distinguished by extreme instability in political rela-
tions. Bereft of assurance, which can be derived only
from an organic jointure with the masses, the infalli-
ble C. E. C. suffices only for monstrous zig-zags. The
less it is prepared for a serious ideological battle, the
more proficient it is in profanity, insinuations, anmd
calumnies. Stalin’s portrait, “coarse” and “disloyal”,
iaa described by Lenin, is the personification of this
ayer.

The characterization of bureaucratic centrism given
above determines the attitude of the Left Opposition
to the Stalinist bureaucracy: a complete and unqual-
ified support in so far as the bureaucracy defends the
boundaries of the Soviet republic and the foundations
of the October revolution; an outspoken criticism in
go far as the bureaucracy hinders by its administra-
tive zig-zags the defense of the revolution and of so-
cialist construction; a merciless resistance in so far
as it disorganizes by its bureaucratic overlordship the
struggle of the international proletariat.

—L. TROTSKY.
(From WHAT NEXT—Vital Questlons for the
German proletariat)




