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Reviews and News of the Working Class and Revolutionary Movements

The Party and the French Elections

Right Wing Renegades Exploit the Mistakes of the Stalinist Bureaucrats

The frst and second baltots of the
glectlons constitute importaolt moments
of the political life in France, creating
a new situation, throwing light upon the
strength of the various parties partici-
pativg apd upon the tendencles In the
broad masses in view of the crisis and
the copgequences Howing from It for
thent.

The electicns showed mest ¢learly the
movement of the masses toward the
conditions, to cast off the Dpurden Ehé
“left”, that is, thelr desire to better their
state has imposed upos them through the
tremendous militery and police  appoae-
utus: thelr desire to do away with the
dunger of war which i3 wvery prominent
in their eyes, All these desp-sented as-
plrations of the masses led to the victory
of the soenlled “left” parvties, the Radical-
Hociallsts and the socinlists, over the
Tardiew government, which represented
in the wiew of the mosses those forces
to which they were opposed,

AMWhat will the pew majority Dbring
about? A coalitlon government or a
bloc? A coalition of the democratic part-
tes revolving about the Hadieal parey
and exclmling the Marin group (nation-
alists) aml the socialists or a blee of
the umnited Left in power followlng in
the footosteps of the blee in the electoral
caompaign? In general, It may be =zald
that French capitallsm, and among its
political formations, the Hadicsls ln the
tlrat place, woeuld prefer the first solo-
tlon,

Fur from beconing amelioratet, the
perspoctives are growing more  sombiec,
the crisia is continping to deepen. Iu
ordér (o muake the proletarist aod the
latworing masses bear the burden, the
bourgeoisle feels the need of broadeniog
the baze of the government aod the
coulition would correspond to this neces.
iy, On the other haond, the soeclalist
leaders are not very enthuslastic about
participating in the power at the present
moment, when there are great difficultics,
The ununimons election of the new 1*pe-
sident bears witness to this orientation
of French capltalizm toward the coali-
tlon, It hass ahowed in g clear fashion
whe will be the master by declding on
a man who has no qualifications other
thaw that of being the representative of
the Committes deg Forges (the powerfal
syndicate of French industrisl imperial-
ism} ever sinee he has been in politica
However, sharp contradictions elash
with ench other within the bourgecis
camp and the wave which has brought
victory at the same flme to both the
Hadicals and the soclalists 1s 80 strong
that It I3 not improbable that for a short
lupse of time a government bloc may be
in powar,

But no matter which of these solutions
will be adopted, the essepce of the elee-
tivms results copsists in this: that the
magses, (oday deluded by the left parties,
will shortly be disillusloned with regard
to the false promises the latter have
made them. This opens up great per-
spectives for the Communist party, pro-
Vided that within the months which sep-
arate us from this break, 1t assures its
attachment to the masses by an appro-
priate policy. If this does not eome
about, the bonrgeols Right wing will be
lgven nun opportunity to exploit the Jls
illuslonment of the masses, in the HAest
place to the disadvantage of the prole.
tariat angd ita class party. Within the
party, there exists the bellef that when
the masses will be disillusioned they
will automatically come to us. That is
an Infantlle conception; it asuffices to
look at the example of Germany and
Great Britian, where the party has been
unable to beneft from the reformists im-
potence on the oné hand, and from thelr
treachery, on the other,

The present relations of the Commun-
ist party to the class working are dis-
closed by the elections. First of all, it
must be sald without any embellishments
that the party met with on¢ defeat In the

first ballot and with another in the second
b lloL.

The firat ballot reveals a decline of
J00MH votes over 1928, In L' Humanite
of May 3, the party leadership attempts
to play this up as a victory. “We be
lieve, on the other hand, that the results
of last Sunday testify (o a fne victory
for our party.” How? Because we are
supposed te have made goains In  zome
industrial centers and because—this is
sild in all serfonsness—if the elections
had taken place a ¥ear ago or two FOArH
ago, we would have suffered an even
greater decline due to the workings of
the “Barbe group”*

First of all, it 1s not true in Eeneral
that we have made gains In the indus.
trial reglons. That 1a trge only for a
very small number of wards In the Pas-
de-Calals, in Douvaisais, and in  other
Isolated sections. Hut as a whole, we
have suffered losses. Losses in the Par-
istan region, in Lille, Roubaix, Tourco-
log, In the Seine Inferieure region, in
Alance, In the Aube, In Liyons, ete., ete

This is a decline that must be taken into
aceount,

As to the second argument, it s wimply
conbemptible, There were attempts

* Hee the artlcle “Political Banditry
in the French Communist Party™, In The
Militant of December 5, 1951—Ed.

made to wse this argument aboul the
“Barbe group” lest year, they did not
dare brandmaerk It uantil the parcty cOn.
gress. Do they think they will have
better suceess today?

But if the party §s just about Lo over-
come its decline, then this shouwld have
een expressed in the second ballob on
May B. The Communist workers and
sympathizers should bhave showed that
they understand and approve of its policy.
Was this the caze¥ The day following
il fivat ballot, L'Humanile =stated per-
amptocily ; =000 voters desply con-
vineed of the correctoess of cur policy
and our closs against class tactle” (May
X But the saecond ballot disproved
thia asseriion. The (nctie of “class
against eclass”, that ls, the retention of
the party candidates in every cnse oo
the second ballet, even where the social-
it eandlidate ad recelved the moajority
of the workers' votes, was not followed
by about 50 percent of those who voted
Communlst on the fArst ballot. In some
cases, the losses are relatively small, in
others they peach T0 and even B0 per
cént.  Lat us add that the same phend-
menon can alsao be observed with regard
to the Radical candidates. Consequently,
cxperienee proves superabondantly and
even better then in 1628 that the s0-
culled “vlnss against clasa™ tactic is not
accepted by the mass of the Commuonist
voters, 1t 1s not at all astonishing, more-
over, that it areuscs the reformist work-
ers ngainst na.

Thire are more things to be taken
inte aecount. First of all, the sutcess
of the P, U, I* (Parti ' Unite Proletar-
lenne—the party of Sellior and Co., the
Right wingers expelled from the French
C. Iy, particularly in the Parisian res
gion, This fact alone, more than the
loss of wvotes, constitutes a defeat for

the party, Here are people who have no
other program tham that of struggle
agalost the C. I which origioally boost-
ed them gnd elected them to office, They
merely conducted s campalgn of disgust-
ing slanders agalnat the party. As o re-
ault, they have becn clécted, To be sure
the bourgeoisle has alded them, but it is
indlapurable that workers gave thelr vote
1o them, who obly sesterdoy voted for the
party. It is an insult to the many pro-
letarlans to claim that personal favors
have sufliced (0 assure these SucCesses,

Personal Tavors have asaured Selller and
otheras a local appoaratas but if they have
obtained workers' votes then bechnse the
party has not beem able to  oomask
them becanse the party did not expel
them on o political basis clearly onder-
gtood by the workers, because It has
restrleted liself to shouting and has not
been able to comvince the workers. In
order to reallze the différence In methods
and policies of the party today from that
of ten year ago, It sufficea to recall that
a Frossard, when he was expelled, was
forced to seek a seat In o distant pro-
vineinl constitueney, wherens o Gelis can
today pet him=ell elected In  the 13th,
arrondissement in Paris {an old Com-
munist stronghold. ) !

Ansther thing that must be taken lnto
aceount, I the fact that most of the
elected condidates of the party were
clected with the support of  socialist
votea. It must be admitted that the
slogans of the secialist party declining
elther in faver of the HKadical party or
the Communist party, were followed by
the very great majority of the socialist
voters, And it s therein that we find
the successes of the soclalists, perhaps
even more thap in the number of votes
they reseivid, The socalists did not, by
the way, refraln from giving their mo-
tivea for withdrowing in favor of the
Communist candldates: not bhecause of
their sympathy or affinlty iz to the coase
with the Radlicals, but in order to bet-
ter he able to win over the workers at
present under Communist Influence, o
their side. What g fine leason for our
centrista! The socialists do not fear to
compromise themselves by favoring our
party by voling for some of our candi-
dates gn the second ballot They hope, In
thiz manoer, to take away another big
layer of the working clazsa from the
party, This will not remaln a hope for
them §f our party persists in the path
which it Is taking at Dpresent.

Everybody expected the defeats of the
party, When it eonducts & policy which
lsolates the party from the masses,
which weakens its positions in the trade
untons and the workers' organizations,
it iz Inevitable that logses shonld follow
in the elections, This is once more, pay-
ment for all the past mistakes, for the
“third period”, for the “red days”, for
the “political mass strikes™, for “unity
within the C. G. T. U.” ete. Al these
mistakes, the rmemics of the party have
been able to exploit with slgpal  spe-
cesses.  The elections have showed what
wie hove contended day for day, that it
I not enough to ¢ry about the reformist
betrayals to convince the workers: it is
also neceszary to show them that we are
better capable than the reformists of
fighting for their immediate demands, §f
the latter are not to reteain their infu-
ence among the workers. There 8 the
axample of Roubalz-Tonreoing (the scene
of laat year's lextile strikes) where the
reformists have gained votes, there is the
example of Vienne, where the party In
addition made the mistake of putting up

f bureauwerat, a certain Richetta, for elec
tlon, inatead of a worker victlm of the
bosses reprisals following  the strikes,
But the nmumber of votes recelved proves
that the metheds of the C. G T, U lead-
erghip have been condemned by the work-
ers, who In thelr disgust fall under the
Inftvence of the reformists,

The lesson to be drawn, is the neces-
alty of a radical change of policy. And
above all, no half-measures, no rToses,

After being so steecped In error, afier
aecumulating sach a string of mistakes,
after a0 much self-discreditment, after
gowlng sueh a distrust among the work-
ers, It s necessary, not to spout words,
bur to act in a decisive, courngeons and
persevering manner to bring abont a
change in this whole situatioh. It will not
do to repeat burns Mke those of 1930 and
1031, which arve finally revealed to be

nothing but petty deception. It is neces-
sary to carey out o genuine turn, The
militants in the pariy will have to take
up this task in spite of the huresucrats,
whe are mueh more concerned about
their personal prestige than about the
necessities of revolutlonarvy policy.

—LA VERITE.

Thel.L.P. andBritishCommunism

In the lust few months, the guestion of
the attitude of the party towards the
Independent Labor Party has occupied
the attention of the party and the C. L
The absence of a clear policy on  thia
matter hos led to frequent dispsters: the
Bloe with the ‘Left'  reformists  from
1025-1027, the support of the Maxton, ook
movement of 1028, and the confusion on
this guestion as recent as last Auwtumn,
all these blunders are due to the essen-

tinl wenknesses in the policy of the lepd-
ership of the C. I. and the British Party.

Today, after they burned their Angers

e N

Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left @Opposition

The Anglo-Russian Committee and the British General Strike

The erushing defeats suffered by the
German proletariat o October 1028, by
the Bulgarians in September of (he same
yvear, and by the Esthonians early In
1924, were dealt with by the delegates
and the leaders of the Fifth Gongress of
the Comintern like so many transicnt
episodes. Far from attempting to an-
alyze the new siination that bhad devel-
opasl 08 B result of these defests, the
lenders of the Fifth Congress, who had
fafled fo see the revolutionsary situation
in Germany when it was rising before
their very ooses, now proclalmed  that
the armed struggle was only just ahead.
After rthe German defeat had disclosed
the beginning of a new and different sit-
uantion, the Comintern lesders doelared
that “Hurope is enteéring Into the stage
of declsive events . . . Germany is ape
parcotly approgching a sharpened etvil
war” [ Zinoviev, Febroary 2, 1024) or
"It ia flse that the decisive struggles
have already been fought, that the pro-
letariat has suffered a defeat in these
struggles and the bourgecisie has grown
stronger a8 o result” (Stalln, Septetber
20, 1024.) The fact that a “democratic
paciiist period” had begun, that the
bourgecisie bad sucessied {on the basis
of the Comintern's defeats) in achleving
a wemporary “'stabilization”, was vigor-
ously dended b_l,r the Comintecn apoke=men,
and was only ackoowledged by them a
year amfd a half afterward, when the
facts were alrendy matters of indisput-
ahle record, and when the situation was
agaln turning in a mew direction,

The Swing to the Right

But In the process of calling a non-
revolutionary peried @ revolutionary
period, the apparatus people were com-
pelled to hunt bigh apd low for the
fainteat revolotlonary manifestation, (o
exaggerate it all out of proportions, or
even o mannfacture revolotionary phen-
omeng where they really did not exist
By inrventions and exaggerations, they
pought & justideation for their prognosis
which the actusl course of the class
struggle did not provide, That §s, ©on-
sequently, the period in which the most
tantastlc “vlctorles” of the Comintern
wiere peralded to the world, serving to
decelve and bhewllder the masses o
geoneral and the Communlsis in particu-
lar, amgd to lay the basis for the long
gwarve to the Right which marked the
Comintern's polley wntll 1928 It was
during this period that the shrewd bour.
geols politician, Raditeh of Yugoe-Slavia,
wias halled in Moseow and abroad as the
greatl peasants’ lender, This was the per-
fod in which every demagogue and scoun-
drel who required some rosy coloring in
order to preserve his leadership over the
massas, could get it without dificulty by
appl¥ing to the Comintern apparatus,
Hiditeh was not  the only one. Tha
kolak farmers of the American North-
wiesl wWare hailed in Moscow as the next
thing to Communists, as the Inestimable
partngr in the netorlous Farmer-Labor
party movement. Macls, the head of
the Catalonian petty bourgecisie, was
transported. to Aoscow for oegotlations,
Delegites from the Koo Min Tang par-
ticipated officlally in the deliberations of
the Communist International. They weare
prominent fgures, together with the rag-
tag and Lobiail of petty bourgecis pol-
iticlandom from Indin to London aod
back, in the “famous" Antl-Imperialist
Leagne. The socalled “Tensants” Inter-
national” was formed at that tlme, to
embrace every political exploiter of the
peasantry who needed the protection of
“Moscow™, and to advanee the unlgue
Alogan: “The emancipation of the pea-
santry iz the work of the peasantry 1t-
self ™

Mot the least prominent of the Agures
who made their pilgrimage to Moscow
in these dava were the leaders of the
Britieh trade unions, Pureell and Co.
who wizited the Soviet Unlon at the end
of 1024 as an officlal delegation. The
offenslve of the Britlsh bourgeoisie
against the workers' standard of living
wns producing radical changes o the
ranks of the proletarlat, a more mili-
tant mosd was already visible among
them, they were moving towards the
Left, and thizs process was reflected in
the trade union leadership by Ahe devel-
opment of a “Left" wing, Purcell, Hicks,
Bwales, Cook and others, who found it
cuzier  to malotain  their reactionary
leadership over the masses by swinging
along to the Left with them.

Dut of this visit to Russia, the favor-
abla report which the delegation pub-
lished, the impression made by the Rus-
ginn trode union delegation to- Englamd,
was born the Anglo-Busslan Committee,
representing the Councils of the two
trade unlon centrals, Its originel ob.

ject, according to its founders, was the |

agitatlon for the eatablishment of world
trade union unity in the struggle agalnst
the capitalist offensive. It did not take
long befere the Committee went far
aficld from this origioal object

The Standpoint of the Oppositlon

In the course of the disputes that
developed subsequently around the gques-
tion of the Anglo-Itussian Committer, the
Spalinlgta, to cover up their own crimes
and blunders, ascribed to the Left Up-
position 3 number of fantastic views
which it never held. Some of these de-
liberate falzehoods are repeated agalnst
the Oppositivn which was aecused of
wantnog to aplit the British trade unions,
of advocating that the Communists should
not work within the resctlonary trade
unlonz, of opposing the united front, apd
of Being opposed “in principle” to any
negotiations with reformist leaders or
to the formatlon of temporary blocs,
All these absolutely unfounded accusa-
lHoms were made by the apparatus sup-
porters in order to cover up their own
capitulation to the British trade union
fukers. As late as 1927, however, ip
their amendment to the resolutlion on the
gituation in England propesed to  the
Eighth Plenum of the E, . O, L, comrades
Trotsky and Vuyovitch wrote: “The crea-
tion of the ApglmRussian Committee
wasd, &t & certaln moment, & theroughly
coreect step. Under the Influence of the
Leftward development of the working
masses, the lberal labor peliticlans, just
like the bourgeolsie liberals at the eom-
mencemuent of @ revolutionary move-
ment, took o sbep fowards the Lelt in
order to retaln thelr influcnce in the
masses. To bhold them here was entire-
ly correct.”

Tiut the formation of a temporary bloc
with reformists moving to the Left, and
the establishment of clearly limited ob-
jecta and tnsks for such a blor—explain-
ing plainly fo the masses its frue na-
ture amd limitatlons and preserving In-
tuct the freedomg and independence of the
Communista—I1s one thing. What the
Right-Centrist leadership of Btalin-Buch-
arln actually did was quite another.

The original basla for the Anglo-ERuos-
slan Committes was its existenc: a8 a
“purely trade unlon bloc" for the-achieve-
ment of internationnl trade unlon unity.
This aim was hardly set down In  the
Comintern than it was extended far be-
yond its original framework. To it, and
to itz reformist zlde in particolar, wore
immedintely attributed virtoes and capre-
ithes that could lead not only to confus-
ing the advanced workers throughout Che
world, but to the downrlght catastrophe
which the Brinish revolutionary move-
ment and the Boviet Unlop actually suf-
Fered before very long

cntieely forgetting the foact that the
British [abor leaders represented an-
other class, that they were its staunchest
pillars (pushed momentarlly to the Left
by the discontentment of the masses,)
the Comintern apparatus commenced an
International campaign in behalf of Pur-
eell and Co, which browght the latter
infinitely more prestige and profit than
it did the Boviet Uplon or the Comintern.
With the initiative and ald of the O, L,
Pureell was toured throoghoot the world
as the great apostle of proletarian unity
In the stroggle against capitallam. When
he came to the Unlted States, the Com-
munist party and the T. U. E. L. were
transformed  Into  advertizing agencles
for a Purcell tour, Our press heaped un-
bounded praise upon his  undeserving
head, hiz name was shonted from the
Communist housetops, his report on the
Boviet Undon was hailed a8 & revolo-
tionary elassie. Afrer his appearance at
the A. F. of L. convention, he was de.
Meted as the St George of the inter-
national class struggle fighting valiantly
against the dragon of Gompersian reac-
tion in the labor movement. To be sure,
the American party leaders were only
aplng their confréres In the other part-
les, whoy, in torn, merely took orders from
Btalin and Bucharin—but thiz 4id not
make matters any  better. And  about
whom were these eulogies aung? Ahout
a man who, though one of the founders
af the English Communist Party, de-
serted It for the flesh-pots of bureaucratic
trade polon comfort, who sat in the
General Conneil, o réncgade Communist
ghrewd enongh te go 2o far as to wave
n red flug omee in m while if it would
help him retain control over the British
working class. If that was not clear then
—and the warnlngs of the Opposition
maede it clear f nothing else did—it
should have become clear & short time
afterwands.

The Stalinksts and the A. K. C.

Purcell only typified the English half
of the A. B. C.; he was even Its most

radical representative, Yet this coom-
mittes was not ouly touted areond the
world by the Comintern apparatus, but
the most extravagant virues ond aims
were attributed to it. In  July 1924,
stalin declared that the task of the Com-
mittee was “the organizaion of a brond
moventent of the working closs agalost
pew imperialist wars in general and
agninst an Intervention In our country,
especlally on the part of England, the
mighticgt of the imperialist dtates of
Europe.” In the same spirit, the official
theses of the Moscow party committes
gooouieed that “The Angle-Hussian Com-
mittes can avud will undepbtedly play azd
enormous role im the struggle against
ail possible interventions directed agalnst
the U, 8 5 IL"; and further—something
we always thought the Comintern alone
could be: “it will become the organiza.
tory center that embraces the interna-
tional forces of the proletariat for the
struggle agaiust every endeavor of the
international bourgevisie to begin u new
wiar.”

These two quotations suffice to plumb
the depths of the Stalinist conception of
ibe A, K. C. The Committes was 0o
longer a temporary bloe with limited,
concrete, immedlate aims corresponding
to the dafly interests of the proletariat
in & ghven sitvation. It had become, oF
swill become” the organizing center of
the proletarist agalnst imperlalist war
and Iutervention against the T, 8. H5. H.
Iin thiz manver, the Stalinist course in
the Anglo-Itussion Committes gnly follow
consigtently from the reacticpary ©on-
septlon of “soclalism in one countey™.
Aceording to it, Russian could build up
fis  own opatlonably  isolated soeciallst
peoncniy, “if" ouly forelgn intervention
conld be staved off. With this in mind,
an idea that must end In converting the
Comiptern into a Soviet border patrol,
came the hont for “anti-lnterventionlses”.
The “trade unlon blee™ with Purcell and
the oibher trade unisin bureaucrats qulck-
ly became a political bloe between the
reformists of England and the Russlan
piarty buresucracy, net for a moment, but
for o long perlod of time, The Opposi-
tlon, on the conteary, which had never
conceived the Committes a8 anything bat
a momentary agreement with the Brlilsh
labor leaders on a limited Dbasia, as &
step In mobilizing the reformist masses
behing the Communists, deglared: “The
more acute the international situation be-
comes, the more the A, K, C. will be
trapaformed Info o weapon of Engliah
and interpatipnal imperialism.”

Theorles are the condenged genstalizs
tions of preceding experience. They are
verified not only by the past but by
the present and the futone, becanse events
do not merely repeat themselves, but re-
peat themselves o a different monper
ad under diferent circumsiances. Let
ua #ee how the two coonceptions stood
the test of events

(Continued in next issuace)
—MAX BHACHTMAN.

—————__————

Strikes and Repression
in Spain

(Continue] from page 1)

Spain a strike movement has broken out
with renewed vigor. In the clty of Sev-
flid a general strike is in progress,  Ac-
cording to the latest press reports it
geems to be mounting in militancy, Pollce
and Civil Guards arent hand in full force
nnd Clvil Guards are ot hand in full force
Governor of Seville states, threatens to
“hurn the 202 churches of Seville We
learn from the incomplete reports In the
capitalist newspapers that there has
been an almost complete shutdown &f
the industries of Beville. And its effec
tiveness in keeping out strikebreakers is
attested to, In one Instence, by the fact
that soldiers had to man the bakerles.

At “he same time this latest outbreak
iz mot local in seope. In Cadle  there
wore head oo clashes between strikers
and police., Strlke cars, taxi service
ghiprards and aeroplane factorles were
completely paralyzed by the stirke in
that clty. In Madrid, Catalonia and other
places rtioting of & similar nature oe-
curred. The repercussions of thizs move-
ment ware felt as far of as Algerla where
shooting took place on the girects of
Algecitas in the course of a protest strike
agalnat the arrest of several syndicalist
WOrkers,

It ia also reported that this is part
of o nation wide monarchist conspiracy
to restore Alfonso to the throme, While
we ean concelve of the possibility of such
an attempt In view of the recent pro-
nouneements of the Bourbona we are a

lttle sceptical of such dispatches.

muny times, the party declares on order
from the . I that between it amd the I
L. I there §s “war te the desth™. A
very noisy resolution signifying absolute-
Iy wothing,

The resolution issued by the ¢, I and
aceepted by the party leadership  last
January declares that durlng the strug-
gle of Inst September one could anly notloe
the slightest difference between the party
and the I, L. 1. This fact, which is due
to the “Left” reformist policy pursuced
Iy the party in the time prior to and
duping last venr's erizis, was polnted out
by party merbers among whoem this view-
point wais stifled and denounced.  Now
that one can percelve it, what is the
remedy?  As for the party leadership, it
i= “war to the death”. DBut such an at-
titude reoflects only n week revolutionary
poliey, wheréns o clear demarcation be-
tween the pollcy of the C I and that of
the 1. [n P. makes sueh declarations su-
perfinons.  The difercnce is ¢lear in it-
gelf. The revolutionary party has o 8pe-
cinl role to folfll aod between it and
“left" reformism there = a great dif
fercnee, but the lendership of the party
iz afrald of repeating ite past errory and
Iumps together the lenders af the Labor
Party, thoze of the I. L. I and at the
simae time, those workers In the ranks
of the [. . P. who are orlentating them-
aelves towards o revalutionary  policy,
and calls them all “seclal fascists™

What Is the I L. P.

The I. L. I'. occuples & rather impor-
tunt position in the British working class
movement, not beenuse It has a formid-
able following, but becouse the Impotence
of the party hos fortified the idea among
the workerz that it iz becoming o eeal
center of opposition against the Labor
Party. On the other hand iv has & lnTge
number of individunl odberents, and es-
pecially of late, it 18 attracting those
young workers who are enterlng the
movement for the frst time,

Until now the I. L. I* haos alwnys been
n reform party. It has grown with the
neo-trade unionism of the unskilled work-
ers angd has played a big role in pash-
ing lnrge masses of workers towards an
independent workers' pelicy. The soclal
democenatie federation which characier-
[zad itself as Marxian but which Engels
pepudinted a8 sectarlan, fuiled in  this
tnsk; the I L. P. was Infected by the
docteines of radbical Wberalism and hased
itz zociallam on ethical conceptions and
not on Marzlsm, Consequently it grew
as a reformist party organized on this
basis and 8 never has been otherwise
During the war it adopted the pocifist
point of view, and after the war It con-
tinued to support the Labor Party and
the leadership of Maclionald whge up to
several months ago wis o member of the
1. I. . Iis differences with the Labor
Party began in actuality to  manifest
themselves durlng the last Labor Govern-
ment. Bot these weres alwaya diferences
in word: only: Behind all the eritlelsm
wis always to be found the implied sap-
port of the Labor Government.

Bui lp the ranks of the I. L. I'. the
criticism had an efect which tended to
carry It beyond the realm of words, and
toward the stroggle for o break with res
formizm. The young members eriticized
the Labor Party leaders more and more
and hodd lietle inelination to be satlsfed
with parlilamentary maneavers. This
vear we have seen the growth of un-
afficial committess constitated to  bring
abont a repudiation of the reformist doc.
trines and to work for the adoption of
a recvolutionary policy by the I T. P
The 1. L. 1% leaders lmmedlately trans-
formed thiz movement into one  for a
formal break with the Labor party and
the principal disenssion has been for or
agalnst the breaking of of  relations
with the Labor Party. The lenders of
the I. L. P. asked for the right to vote
in the communes acconling fo the dictates
af thelr consclence. The Labor party
refusas this right and on such a ques-
tlon theze revolutionary leaders spend
hours of babbling, Alling the columns of
newspapers and holding record-breaking
meetings !

The Party muost struggle against such
lepders but it shownld distinguish between
them and the members who are {rying
to point the way toward a revoelutionary
poliey, Nevertheless the party adopts an
attitude which alpnifies In reality “alk
those ontalde our ronks are enemiss of
the working ¢lazs™ an  attitude  which
makes It impossible for the Poarty to win
over the most militant sections wirthin
the reformist ronks.

The British Left Opposition groop s
fighting agalnst this poliey; it demands
that the party while showing the weak-
nesses of the policy advaneed by the un-
officlal committees; for example, thelr
inability to glve clear expression to the
relation between the present struggles of
the workers amd the struggle for power,
their lack of understanding of the role of
a rovolutionary party in the daily strog-
gles and in the struggle for power, thelr
aquivecnl statements on the sablects of
clvil war; should be ready to  struggle
with them against the I L. P. leadeed
and on questiopns of the daily stroggle.
Already some progress hag bheen made
In this .directlon and several 1. L. P
militants have been won over to  the
support of the viewpoint of the Laft
Oppasition,

On thls question as on others members
of the Left Oppoaition in England will
CEETY on A conslatent struggle against
the false policy of Btalinlsm.
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