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The Half - Turn in the German Party|

Although the speclal eoditien of the
Rote Fahne of Momdny, April 25, 1932
eonfined itself merely to publishing Ban-
day's electlon results, and similarly the
Tueaday number of the H. F. also rpe-
corded in a leading article only the bare
resulis without commenting opn  thelr
meaning, the official Communlst press has
received the task of setting down the un-
pleansant, the defeatas and their scope.
This has been done in  the “Welt am
Abend™ of April 15 which we c¢lte in
the following:

“If wa compare yesterday's Landtag
elections in Prusain with the last Landtag
¢lections o 1838, it appears that the
Communists have won nearly 600,000
votes. The Socinl Demoeccats have lost
approximately B00,000 votes while the
Boclalist Labor Party {the 5 A. P.})
could scrape painfully together about
B0,000 voles (and not one mandate), The
bourgeois partles from the Btate Party
to the German Peoples’ Party ane nearly
wipad out. The German Nationalista
have suffercd the loss of more than half
their wvotes, over 1 1-2 millions; yet it
is cloar that they have emerged from
their retrograde movement, The Centrists
wygn around half a million wvotes, The
National Bocinlists have gathered prae-
tically thelr entire mass following in the
period sioce 1925 a3 the comparison fne
dicatés. They have become by far the
stroogeat party.

“It we compare yesterday's Landtag
elections with the Iast parllamentary
elegtions (of Sepl. 18300 the pletore ap-
peara even more unfavorable for the
workers' movament. The Communists
loat more than J00.000 votes. Bo also
did the Botial Democrats. These more
than G000} Communist and socin]l dem-
ocratic votes must have gona principal-
ly to the Nazls. Let this be cleariy
stated not to discourage but to spur on
to sharpest struggle agalnst the vlsible
danger. Since the parllamentary elee-
tionm the Coentrlsts have won more than
00,000 wotes, mainly from bourgeolslb.
arol circles. The so-called borpeois part-
lem of the middle as well as those of
the right are In a dying state as devel-
opmenta since Sept. 1930 Indicate even

more strikingly than before, The Ger-
man Natlonallsts have loat a total u:E]
400,000 wotes while they hoad previously
alrendy lost more than one milllon votes,
Finally the National Soeialista have
doubled thelr vole sinee the last parlia-
mentary elections.

“If, finally, we compare the resulta
of the Prossian Landtag elections with
these of the presidential electlon—a coom-
parizom which must be made with cag-!
tion since the presidential election 131
of a different character—it Immediately
becomesa ¢lear for the prolotarian move-
ment that the Communists have partially
regalned the great [osses suffered in the
second presidential  election, although
they did not reach the first presldential
vate, let alome sarpass 1

"What the heart of the politieal and
Industrinl lUfe of Germany, Greater Ber-
lim, declded in yesterday's elections, is
of declsive Importance, In this conhec-
tion It must be set down that in Berlin
also the Communists lost 90,060 votes
sinee the parliamentary electlons while
the Social Democrats gaioed nearly
i, O, ™

Even the most malevolent buaroetat
would not suspect the “Walt am Abend"
of “Trotskyist slanders”. The facts re.
vealed by the Prussinn Landtag clections
are really staggering. For instance, the
SBoclal Democrats have won back GO000
in DBerlin since 1030, which means since
the time of the sharpest emergency de-
crees for which they are alse folly re-
gponsible, while the K. P. IN haa lost
80,000 votes. In Hamburg the Party lost!
nearly OO, voteg as compared with
1031, the & P D, galned 12,000 wotes,
From first place in Berlin the Communist
Party slid down to third. In the most
Impariant industrinl conters we see a
gimilar backsliding of Communist voters,
Only n the South of (Fermany and as-
pecially In agrarion Bavarla, dld  the
Party show pgaing. The Nazis emerged
from the elections as the moest powerful
party and their vote indicates that the
Fascist tide is far from belng stémmed.

It should b clear now to every party
comrade fo what o pass the Party has
been brooght by the leadership of Thael-
mann-Hemmele-Neumann,  Through the
oventa of the recent weeks and months
the eriticism of the Left Opposition has
received vindleatlon and confirmation
giclk as could not possibly have |been
looked for =0 quickly and so extensively.
The ecritleal, declsive phase of the strug-
gle iy remched s we predicted in the
lnst issue of the P. B. Within the Party
the dissatlsfaction of lts members has
assamed such an extent and character
that the lendership ls forced to a more
or less radical turn, This turn stands
on the order of the day. That this is
clear to the C. 0. iz indicated by the
appeal of the C. C, and the R. G. 0. "to

all German workers™ pablished on the
ficat page of the R. F. of Aprll 26th.
The turn stands on the order of the

day, yes, it I8 already in process. The
most important thing 1s however, what
changes Is the Party capable of bringing
about! Never before has a politleal ac-
tion of such significance to the Party as
well as to the Comintern, been taken
without a clear statement by the E. C.
(. I. as to its positlon. Such & state-

ment has not appeared altho the R P
of April Z7th published a leading edltor-

fal from tha Pravdas which must be

taken fs reflecting the official views of
decisive Comintern circlea,

"The results of the Prussian Landtag
electlon permit clear recogoition of the
peculiar situation in which Germany Dow
finds itself, and how in the face of the
extremely sharp Industirial erisis  the
Soclal Democrats have sucoeeded in
drawing away the attention of the masses
from direct open struggle against capital-
Ism and directing it to the peace of Ver-
enilles, the national yoke welghing down
Germany and using this for the streng.
thening of thelr dictatorahip. Hersin
is the peculiarity of present political
developments in Germany as clearly In-
dicated in the last  elections.” (From
ravda—the Editor),

The portrayal of the altuation i3 cor-
rect. Only we permit ourselves to point
out that the diverting action of the Ger.
man bourgecisie was assisted by the “na-
tional and social liberation program” of
the K. P. I). for which the E. C. C. L is
alse answerable. It would be correct
now, since the consequences are ready
to one’s hand to grasp, to finally wind
up this “liberation-program” Wide of
the mark! After Pravda records for-
ther on what the K, P, In did not al-
tegether Yanderstand” how o carry
o, 1t Fecommends =

"The Communist Party will deaw the
conglusion from this election that with
all 1tz power It must improve its work
for mass struggle agalnst the capitalist
offensive, against the fascist assanlts,
for the uwnfolding of its program of so-
cial snd natlonal liberation of the Ger-
man  people,”

One need not be surprised if the catas-
trophic policy become even more coarse,
25 in the following paragraph which the
I F. nctunlly underscores heavily shows!

“There iz no occaslon to belleve that

the present retardation of the growth of
the revolutionary forces of the German
proletariat will  last wvery long. The
whole situation shows that a new torn
of the broad masses to the Communist
Party s possible very quickly. The
Communists myst summon forth all their
power to hasten this turn” (From
Pravda).

8o0: not the Party but rather the mass-

e3 mmst make & turn' ! ! The sole logic
that comes forth from such comprehen-
gion, slnce wecordingly the K. P D
should hold fact to its previous “line™,
But the helght of confuslon is reached
by the Pravda in the following lines:

“Further the danger becomes stronger
that the German fascists will seek to
fortify thelr election success by force in
order to throw aside the obstacles to a
quick, open dictatarship. In the strug-
gle against the carrying through of
Fasclat dictatorship the Communiat Party
of Germany does not identify indeed the
Natlonal Hocialista with the Socinl Dem-
ocrats, although the latter as well as the
former, even If with different methods,
bring about Fascist dictatorship, The
Communist Party sakes use of those dif-
feroowes that exist between these two
organizations of the bourgesisie, even
if their differences of oplnlon are small

aod do not spring from decisive differ-
ences in natpre*

The line of the . . . L—a diver-
gence of opinion with that of the Pravda
iz unthinkable—is therefore, the na-
tional and social lberation program” Is
to stand fast and wait for a turm of
the masses And, as the last eitatlon
Iwforms us, the “Theory of social-Fase.
lsm" §s right, but in the struggle against
the carrying through of the Fascist die-
tatorship one cannot consider as iden-
tical aocinl democrats and Nazis, al-
though both bring abent the Fasclst die-
tatorship. Higher than this they cannot
go! That a correct change i3 to boe

made by the E. C. . I need not be
awalted going by the lead of the Pravda.!

The complete change that the B[l.un.-i
tion demands will be undertaken only|
under the pressure of the masses of
party members. Under the pressure of
events and party moods, the . C. of the
K. P. D. has already taken some steps,

they, however, are only the Initizl ones,
others must follow,

In Ita appeal of Aprll 26th the C. O,
makes the statement: "“We aré resdy to

Join for a common struggle with every
organization of the workers that Is ac.

tually willing to fight against reductions
in wages and the dole. Well said: ready
to join with every organizatlom for a
common stFugEle, so it goes today. Only
a few weoks previously Muenzenberg re
wiled thia Idea of comrade Trotsky and
the Left Opposition as  being  eountar-
revolutionnry-fasclstle. Today the R. F,

Ll L LLT T T T e eraapepmepepapepepepeppepppeee et P TTT T T TTTTEL AT L L L DL DL LA

Get a Sub!

Make use of the combined Sub rate of $2.00 for a year's Bub to THE
MILITANT and YOUNG SPARTACUS.

Make use of the literature premiuma: A free paper bound copy of the
Permanent Revolution with a one year Sub to THE MILITANT (Docs not

apply to combined ratea) ; a foee copr

each trial Sab of 13 issues,

EEEERLEEEEREEEEEESEREEREENEEE N

# RN R E A ST ES I TS EE RN RFRFREEE

tion with each half year Sub; a free copy of & 10 cents pamphlet with

Don't forget our speclal offer of 8 lssues for 25 cents good only during

the drive.

Name - .- . S 0. 111 - - [
C-l-tr smddggrEmsan prRERd E PR E R Etﬂtﬂ FEEEEEImETREEESSAdsEEEERRR T R E RS
Beok In BY .cosnunevisncnsunnansns T Braneh. ...coooveannnasss

iz forced (editorial of April
write:

“The main thing now i3 to assemble
all the class forces of the proletariat and
the working masses in the red united
front and agalnm g0 Into an offenslive
against the capltalist dictatorship and
defeat Faselam™,

“We publish today at the head of our

newapaper the appeal of the . C. and
the H. G. O-Commiftes in which the
jurty and the H. G. O. express thelr
willlngnesa to joln with all lower union
functionnries and shop-committes-mem-
bers, with all organizations which wish
to fight honestly agalust redoctlon in
wages, to carry through common meas
ures for the struggle for workers' (e-
mands in the shops,

“While we are In sharpest struggle
agalnst the government of Rraun-Sever-
ing, agninst the polley of emergency
measures dlctatorship and thelr elearing

20th) to

the ropd for Hitler, we Communists stand
s mortal enemies of Hitler fascism. We
will do everrthing with the help of pro-
lotarian eclass forees in order to block
fts way to government power, in order to
break itz terror ond through a oew red
advanee of the working class to glve
it a decisive blow"™.

These are only the fArst steps on the

way which the Left Opposition advoeated
for g long time. Until now we have only
words, only appeals. Real actions must
follow, The K. P. Ib. must have a rev-
clutionary prospective. It was defeated
anly becadse it had none, The problems
of the day must be posed concretely. “We
must force on the soclal-demoeracy the
blog agminst [oscism"”. Thias is the leog-
son frofm fhe Prussion election.

We greet every atep on the road to a
Leninist united front policy and wurge
all party members to torn the half.mens-
ures of the . C. Into complete ones,
'arty members demand that words and
gppeals be followed by real actions

—PERMANENTE REVOLUTION.

|

The Conference of th

e Spanish Opposition

The Mational Conference of the Span-
ish Left Opposltion was recently held at
Muodrid,. Comrades from all paris of the
country were represented, reporting or-
ganizational and ideoclogleal progress in
every loeality. Theses for future work
were adopted and preparations made to
cxpand the asetivities of the Spanish
section of the Left Oppositlon. Among
thiesg, the Imsnowed publicntion of El
Boviet, the weekly organ, ls being plan-
] ot Barcelonn., A detailed report of
iz confercnce iz fortheoming., The ar-
ticle below is & message from comrode
Andres Nin, one of the leaders of the
Bpanish Left Opposition,

When, in June of last year, we came
together as the followers of the Inter-
national Left Opposition in Spain, we
conatituted nol moere than a small group
of militants ready to fight dnthusiastical-
Iy for the creation of a real Communist

Trotsky and Brandler; or Lovestone

Under the beading “That Gibraltar of
Principle !, the current number of the
Worlers Ape drops another stink-bomb
in ita recently revived campalgn against
“Trotakyism” o geoeral apd comeade
Troteky in particular. After a lengthy
perlod of siléence about the Opposition,
the last half & dozen numbers of the
Loveastone sheet have devoted not a few
colnmns to an abrupt rencwal of the
campiaign in which they must be acknow-
ldged Az speclalists, as peopls Lrained
for just that KkKind of activity, The
réasen for this “turn”, which puzzled so
many people for a white, has of course
now become quite clear. The campaign
colnelded with the npegotlations they
wers conducting for a return to the
bosom of Stalinizm, and was manifestly
caleulated to lmpress upon  the party
leaders the fact that, at least when it
comes o calumniating the Left Opposi-
tion and pegging mud at it, the Love-
sloneites take accond place bobkind noe
body. With the zeal of a Lodovieo be-
fore the doubting Borgla—"Have I not
stabbed men from behind? And polsoned
water In the founteins? And mized fatal
drogs In wine-horns? Let me but try,
excellent lord !"—our Lovestoneltes have
been engaged In proving their skill st
the game of “antl-Trotskylsm” to thelr
prospective Comintern bosses,

An Expert on “Principle”

The latest Itight wing effusion deals
with comrade Trotsky, the Brandlerites
and principle. Lovestone 8 expert on
all three matters, especlally on the last-
named, for few people in the Comintern
have juggled more succesafully with the
word than he. In his latest plece, he
sets about, in the interests of truth, to
roveal that “nothing 1s more threadbare,
nothing s more feaudalent than the man-
tle of stern principle with which I. I,
Trotsky loves fo clothe himself! . . .
What has happened to this ownbending
plllar of political rectitode? Even Stachel
can learn from him In political telekery,
unprincipledness and Intelgue.”

The basls for this delicate plece of
vilifieation is o number of “facta” which
Loveatone prescnts it dofense of Brandler
and Co. to “prove” that Trotsky ereated
a “legend” aboul them and attacked
them only after he had falled to  win
them for his faction by offering them
viurious bribes—promises to whitewash
the Brandierists for thelr conduct in the
German October (1223). Since the crea-
tlon of myths has played such g promin.
epl part in the struggle to diseredit and
crush the Left Opposition, It is worth
our while to expose thla new myth.

Lovestone, who knows better, now pre-
tenda that only “after the rejection of
these overtureg by Brandler, Trotsky
made & right-about-face and began a
venomons attack upon him and his pol-
itien] associmtes, It was at this time
that be origlnated the notorlons 'Octo-
ber legend’,."”

In other words, Lovestone, who is
slmply trylng to present Trotsky as he,
Lovestone, would have acted under the
clregmatances, accuses him of  having
invented bis eritlelsm of Brandler not
on the basis of Broodler's actual position
during the German events but only after
Trotsky had failled to make a facticnal
ally of him. Unfortunately for this

“legend, Encontrovertible evidence exists

as (o what comrade ‘Troisky's position
actually wus before the catastrophic re-
sults of Brandler's policy (that Is, of
Zinoviev's and Stalin's polley as welll)
were fully clear. In the “Material om
the Conferepce of the Russisn Commub-
ist Party, Jannary 1924." It says:

of the Strategy of the World Revolu-
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“Comrade Trotsky, before leaving the
pezgion of the Central Committes (at the
BAeptember 1923 Plenum, that is, a month
before the decisive October days in Ger-
many.—. ), made a speech which greatly
excited all the Central Commitbes mem-
bers. He declared in this speech that
the lesdership of the German Commun-
ist I*arty is worthlesa and the Central
Committes of the German C. P. is alleged-
ly permeated with fatalism and sleepy-
headedness, ete. Comrade Trotsky de-
elare] forther that under these eondi-
tions the German revolution is condemned
to fallure. Thisz speech produoced an
aatounding impresaion. . . "

This citation alooe would suffice to re-
veal the shabblness of the myth which
Lovestone and Braodler are now tryiog
to ereate. But there 13 more. Lovestone
iz qguite well aware of the series of ar-
ticles written by comrade ‘Troisky In
1623, before the October days, in which
he dealt with the problems of the im-
pending German  revolution. In them
were alrendy outlined those eriticnl vicws
which the polley of the HRussian and
German party leaders later justified with
such disastroua rpesults. Particolarly
was this true with regard to his article,
“Is It Possible to Fix the Date of the
Insurrection?’ which encountersd the
charge of Blanguism and general op-
pemition not only from the Rights in the
German and Russlap partles, but even
from the ulira-Tefiists o la Maslow, who
mide viFtually the same argoments ad-
vanced by the Menshevik Martinoy be-
fore the December 10056 uprlsing in
Moscow when the swme guoestion wWas
posed by Lenin.

Trotsky on Brandler

Further: Lovestone nsserts that in the
January 1924 theses of Trotsky, Radek
pnd Pintakov, “the course and condoct
of hie HBrandler Central Committee were
Lhuhrul.;h]_llr ]:uﬂtlﬂed“. I\'l}tl‘.‘lil‘l,g of the
sort is true or possible, Comrade Teot-
gky's position after the capltolation in
Germany was clearly established in his

"The Lessons of October”, which evoked

a rabid eapmpaign againgt him, not 8
mich becanse of his ceriticiam of the Ger-
man party leadership but primarily be-
couse of his eriticlsm of the Russian
party leadership which was maloly e
gponsible for the calamity in  October,
The manner in which Trotsky “justified"
(and “thoroughly”, at that!) the Brand-
ler group, iz nob the subject for Lowve-
stonean “revelatlons” today, for poblic
docuoments exist on the matter, Three
years ago, in a letter to Sonvarine which
he mode puoblie, Trotsky wrote:

“After the frightful collapse of the
German revolution of 1923, I gave Brand-
Ier a qualified profection; I declared It
unideserved to put him up as the scape-
poat when the responsibility for  the
catastrophe in Germany lay with the
Zinoviev-3ialin lendership of the Com-
intern as a whole. I reached a negative
estimation of Mrandler only when I be-
came convineced that he did not for a
slngle moment want to, nor could he,
lemen from the great events. His retro-
apective estimation of the German situs-
tion of 1923 s quite gimilar to the erlt-
lelsm that the AMensheviks developed on
the 19 revolution In the years of the
reaction.”  (Apeil 25, 10EH.)

That there, was justifcation for this
refusal, as far back as 1824, o make
Brandler a seapegoat and the insistendds
gpon placing the responsibility where it
belonged, was adeqoately  revealed in
1928 when Zinoviey made paplic a lefter
gent him and Bocharin by Stallo, In
which the latter had urged in 1923 that
the German Communisis “be restrained
and pot spurred on” apd that the Fase-
isls be allowed to come to power fiest!

There i3 no donbt that Trotsky made
an effact, im 1924, to persunde Brandler
of the falsity of his position not only in
the October days, when the revolution
was there and Brandler falled to see it
bat of his poaition after the defeat, when
Brandler did “see it" after It bhad al-
ready slipped Into the past. But this
was known before Lovestone's “reveli-
tions”, and konown without bis base in-

terpretationa. In a letter published by
Trotsky, dated June 12, 1923, be relates
(oot for the fArst time) that be “did not
cofme to this annibilating conclusion at
one¢ stroke. I had rather hoped that

and Principles

Brandler would learn. In the fall of
1923, he understoed his lack of capacity.
He himself told me repeatedly that he
was unable o find himself again in a
revolutionary situation. Yet, after  he
hagd missed the situalion, he bocame ex-
ceodingly haughty. He began to accuse
me of ‘pessimism’.  He looked upon 1024
withy lots of ‘optimism’. Then 1 onder-
atogl that this man did not kunow hoew
to distinguish the face of the revolution
from its rearc'.

Finally, Lovestons's assertion that in
1WtE Trotsky asught to make a  Love-
stonesan bhorse-dtrade with Brandler wherg.
by the latter's support to the Opposition
Bloe was to b bought by an anprincipled
white-washing of the Hrandlerists—we
can confidently brapd as g lie  which
Lovestone cannot begin te  prove by
authentic material

Lovestens nmd Brandler

But since Lovestone has made bold to
speak lghtly of “politieal trickery, un-
principledoess and intrigus”—that is, of
gualitles which have become so Insepar-
able from his own name to everybody
who knows anything about the poast of
the pariy—it will not be amisa o inguire
a little inte Lovestone's relations to
Irandler.

The Lovestone who defends Brandler
with such affecting ardor wos [OF yCars
in the vanguard of precisely that fac.
tiom in the Interostionn] which (uolike
Trotaky) did try to make Brandler and
Thalbeimer the solitary scapegoats for
the October 19623 defeat. Was it not Love-
glome (or was it Wolfe? Or Hoy? No
matter!) who denounced the “Trotaky-
ists” for their “allisnce” with Brand-
lerism? Let us not merely make charges
but gquote from documents. In his “Pages

from Party History", written on the evel

of the 1829 party comvention, Lovestone
boasted :.

“Cur party has purseed an cnergetic
policy In the stroggle aguinst Braodles
and Thalheimer and other Right wingers
and eoncilintors in the German party. In
the Fifth Plenum of the Comintern, the
comeades representing the viewpolot now
bheld by the majority of the party were
amongst ithe most aggressive In
stroggle against Brandler, Thalhelmer,
Bubnik and the Trotskyist deviators
from the Lenioist lioe . . "

In his “Appeal to the Comintern”,
after his expulsion from the party, Love-
atone fulminated indignantly against any
charges of alliance with Hraodler. On
May 14, 1829, this Galabad of pority in
prineiple, this 5t George slaylng the
dragon of political trickery, this goutle
Bt. Francls who abhors intelgae, weote!

“We do not belleve that the Commun-
lat International will be fooled by the
frandulent aceosation (as we see, “fraod-
ulent” is mot 5 wew term  with  Love-
stone!—8) of Bedacht against comrodes
Gitlow, Lovestone, Wolfe, that they pro-
posed to establish relations with Brand-
ler and Thalbeimee. The party records
will show that it was over the protests
of bath Beodacht and Foster that the
firat resolution agealnst Brandler and
Thalbeimer was adopted by the Amer-
fean IPolifical Committee, Furthermmore
it was Dedachit who proposed in Mogeow
to comeades Gltlow, Loveatone and Wolfe
to establish connections with Brandler
and to keep a permanent représentative
in Derlin, Thls was Instanily rejected
by the comrades und it comes with bad
grace from Bedacht to try to ascribe
hig proposals to others. When he I8
making his confessionala, It would be
well for him to confess his own ercors
in place of aseribing them to others who
did not share them."

Isn't this a gem of the purest water?
Lovestone was then atill peddling the
real October legend, that is, the legend
that Drapdler and Thalhelmer alone weare
reaponsible for the October disaster, He
was then calllng upon all troe bellevers
to spurn the Brandlerist, Bedacht, and
to join with the geoulne anti-Brandlerist,
Lovestone. And when this paragon of
virtue hod lioned up his followera on an
antl-Brandbr platform, he procosded by
palnless degrees to lead them on to the
pre-Brandler platform which he defends

today. It I8 quite evident now that
Lovestone I just the man chosen by God,
nature and history to denonnece Trotsky
for unprincipledness, political Intrigue
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Cmpovement o oour country. The political
ta-uvlz]ﬁ':ll'c:.r of the officlal party, the irres
sponzibility of Its leaders—typical  pro-
ducig of Stalinizm—which hus caused 50
muck raln in the international revold-
tlomary movement, had discredited even
the idea itself of Communism ip the eyes
of the working masses. The Workers'
and Deasants” Blee, the birth of which
g due principally to rthe profound mis-
takes of the party and the International,
had trvansformeed Hsell into an opportun-
ist ovganbzatlon, typleally petey bourgeois
whiclh constitutes y big obstacle, with ite
innnte confpstoni2m, to the developiment
aof o strong Communi=t movement in
Catalonin, Finally, awnveho-syndicalism,
thanks to the impotence and incapability
of the Communist organization, hod been
able o exercize an enormouns influence
over the broad masscs of the peoletariot,

The: Opposition had to stort an ex-
tromely difficult fight on  these three
fromia, For this fight lt was not equip-
ped with mare tham a monthly theorctl-
cal magnzine of o very samall circula-
tion and the ardent enthusinsm of the
handful of Bpoanlsh Oppositionists. The
organized groap could be counted on the
lingers af one hand, The material e
sourées were very limited. The padnt of
view of the Loeft Oppogition wis unknown
to the biz majority of the workers.

In spite of all thiz, the results ob-
tabwed In the ten mouths of strogzle have
surpaased all our hopes, The National
Confercnce, recently held e Madreid has
ahowed the really surprising progress
nelbieved in lesa than o vear, The lal-
ance of the work achieved ix highly en-
couraging. The Communlizt Left Opposi-
tiom iy mo longer o nucleus of isolated
miilitants as it was o year ago, but a real
Communist movement, with branches in
every part of the country, alive, active,
coantyitive, Intimately attnched to  the
working class and to its struggles, The
danger of the Opposition beeoming trans.
formed Inte a eircle of eritics, into a
aterile sect, into a ready refuge for the
laxy, the cownrds and the disillustoned
has Been  vietorlously overcome, The
best, the most conscious, the most self-
sacrificing fighting militants have jolned
ogr ranks. Today the Communist Left
Opposltion is really the wanguard of the
vanguard of the Spanish proletarint.

The National Conference has glven a
program, g tactle and a stroeture to our
movenent, The Communist Left Opposl-
tlon has clearly showed the way for the
apanizh working class to follow and has
constructed the basis upon which a big

Communist movement will  develop  in
oir conniry.

The Communist Left Opposition  has
made & big step forward. Now mora

than ever before, we are firmly convinced
that the road taken by us hins been eon-
Armed ns corcect and that enly the Op-
pasEition s the helr to the traditions of
revolutionary Marxism, the faithful ex-
eoutar of the work of the International
of Lenin and Trotsky, caopable of forging
the weapon which the Spanish proletar-
lat needs in order to obtain victory over
the bowrgesisle: g blg Commuanist party.

The progress achieved in the last ten
montis, in apite of our meagre material
résources and with the enormous dif.
ficulties under which we bave been fight-
ing, is the surest guarantes of the soe-
cesg which the future has in store for
1.

But we do not know bhow much time
is left to us by history in the exeep-
tlonel clrewmstances In which wa llve
foday, We have not a moment to lose,
We must redonble our efforts, Intenslfy
our propaganda and our organizational
work, cousccrate all our energy to the
Immense msk we have starbed to solve
in order to egulp the proletarlat with
the weapona netcssary for its trlaumph.

—=ANDRES NIN,
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When did T.ovestone change his mind
nbont the pesd of comboiting Brandlber
as g Right winger? Why did Lovestons
chomge his mind?  Just when and why
dig ho “establish connections with Hrand-
lee™®  What explanation has  he  ever
given for the change? We do not know
and we confess to being little concermed.
Lawestone, who worships princlple and
recolls from Inteigue and trickery (as is
well known, I8 the sort of politician who
denopnees “Trotskyizm” as the “crassest
expression of the Dight wing” one day,
as ‘nltro-Leftism” the next day, and as
anything else you please the doay after,
Yesterday, Brandler was one of his fave
arfie targets for the some vile slandérs
he now harls at Treotsky : today, he haa
really glven Hrandler thar white-washing
which he dishoncesily alleges that Trot-
sky was ready to glve him; tomorrow, if
he is called upon to do so, he will e
discover that Drandier, after all, always
waa an agent of the bouwrgeolsbe,

Just think of it; for years this man
was the leader of the American pariy,
and one of the leaders of the Comintern!

—SHACHTMAN.

BOUND YOLUMES OF THE
MILITANT FOR SALE
A limited nomber of bound volumes of

The Militamt wre npow ready for  sale,

They include sevepty-two izssucs—Irom

Val, 1, No. 1 o Vol 4, No. 12—the Iast

f=aue of the olr [ormat,

They areé Indispepzuble in  preparing

for lectures, debates, discussions, ebe.
Orders will be flled in the order in
which they are recoived. Checks or

money order must accompany the orders,

and trickery.

Price: 55,00




