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Japanese Imperialism
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countey. The restless masses  demand
action, The assassing of Inukal polot to
—aonie road of metion,

The transportation of whole armies
froam the Shanghal scene in the directlon
of the Soviet border, taking place ‘l'EI.’hr
the alleged intemtion of putting down
the guerilla woarfare, makes an attack
against the Boviet Union a rather easy
target for the alms of the military clique
amd the reactionary mass support they
are recelving in the eountry. Im the
whole Manchurinn gdventure, the Tokio
govermment has from time Lo time secn
itwelf foreed to mercly reglster amd ap-
prove of acts perpetrated by the irrespon-
sible and unhampered militarists,  The
ascent of the Selyokai to  power  was
;u||;|1mm_-;d to bring the povernment maorc
inte harmony with the line of action
tuken by the militarists, The incidents
of last week seem to indicate that the
military are on the rampoge again, this]
time going over the heads even of the
acknowledged leaderas of the military
cligues, like the Minister of War, AraklL
An attack against the workers' repablic
is on the order of the day.

The Danger of War

Onee the military has saceceded in
starting & war against the Soviet Unlon,
the support of the entire hourgeolsie will
be solidly bebhind them, The bourgeois
knows what cholee he has. The assanlt
proecipitabted by the Japanese militarists
can easily be amplified into a conflagra-
tion, in which the capltalizts of all the
major conntries will  poarcticipate, The
same depression that grips Japan s like-
wise hobling sway over the other bour-
peols nations, {-Illlg,r n spark la meeded
to bring about an explosion, the effetts
of which are hardly calowlsble,

Agninst the War Danger in U. B.

For us in Amerlca, as well as for the
tomrmunists everywhers, the struggle
againgt Imperialist war ia the moat im-
portant tosk of the day, Mass demon--
alrotions, mass rallles, parades led by
the Communist party, in which the Aght
ngainst the war «danpger has had a pro-
minent part, have received a greatb re-
sponge from workers all over the coun-
try. But it Iz not enough to  demon-
strube, it s not eocugh to propogandlze
agalnst war. It is necessary to glve the
anti-war sentiment of the workers a
anlld organlzational form,

It iz im this sense that the siroggle
arpalnst the war danger eannot Isi
divorged from the dally activitles of the
Communists in the fight for the majority
of the-working class. To really glve the
struggle agalnst Imperfalist slanghter
caonceete shape, it ia necessary to pene-
trate the factorles, the shops, the (rode
unien organizations. It s necessary to
confront and to influence the workers
at their places of work and wherever
they meet., That fs the only way of a8
suring thelr fighting selidarity in case
of war. The Communista have to prove
to the worker from day to day that they
deserve to be followed, that they are
really the vanguard of the workers, That
alone will glve them the opportanity to
lead the workers agalnst the imperialist
war mongers.  Otherwlse, without the
tested and trusted leadership of the Com-
munists, the strong sentiment of the
masses agninst war can easily be dissl-
pated and directed Into channels harm-
less for the enemy Ccluss,

That is why the Left Oppositlon has
fonght so tenmclously against the [solw-
tlonist policles of the SBtalinist leader-
ship of the official Communiat party, that
is why we have rejected the disastroos
theory of soecin]l Fascism, that is why we
have strugeled against tha barmiol slogan
of the united fromt "from below", that
is why we have fought for a eorrect
trade union tactie, for a genuine united
front policy which unites all workers for
common actlon and serves as the best

battle ground of the Communist against

the reformists and all the other fakers
and misleaders of the workers

The serious internatlonal sltgation
today, the danger facing the Boviet Union
regquires with all the greater urgency,
the return on the part of the Communist
party to the line of Lenin, to the method
of work prescribed by the #flest foor
congreages of the Commuonist Interna-
tlonal.. There s no short-cut o leader-
ghip of the masses. And only under
Commumnist leadership can the struggle
against war as well as all other strug-
glea of the workers be carrled on suc-
cesafully.

OF OUR CLASS WAR PRIBONERS
MORGENSTERN AND GOODMAN
at
THE PICNIC
Lo b held at ¥
TIBEETTS EROOK FPARK Plot 6 §

Sunday, MAY 29th, 1982 3
After languishing in one of the E
mogt vermin Infested jails in the §
entire Tnited States: after nilnety §
days of lsolatlom in a Capitalist §
dungeon ; after days wasied in
prisgn mirery amd nights spent in §
prison horror gur comrades Bern- B
ard Morgenstern and Leon Good- §
man will be with wa again te én-
joy whatever libertles are begrudg-

Mine Years of the Sira

le of the Left ©

The fundamental question which div-
ide=s the Marxian wing of the movement
from the Centrists gnd the Right wing
i the theory of socialism in one coun-
iry. On one side of this theory stand
nationalism and utopianizm; on the other
slde stand we, the Internationalists and
scivntific soclnlists. In lis essence, this
l]‘ll:ﬂr_l,,' of 1l ollicial leaders I8 no less
profoundly fmpoertant thap the issdes
which divided the old Second Interna-
tlowal Into s Hight and Left wings.

Although it iz not new to the movement
as a whaole, the theory of soclallsm .in
e country was introduced into the Com-
nianist movement for the first tlme in
1084, Irior to that dote, It was oot only
absent from the lberatore of the ev-
alutionnry Communist movement, but our
teachers specificlally rejected and mock-
vd at it time and time again  Moarx and
!.':!II|_.'.'I|“.='L'| ]m]ﬂmi::l:ll it im =0 ALY words,
wot a line can be found in the writings
of Lenin to be addoced in ite defense,
The program of the Holshevik parvty,
the banper undéer which it directed the
Cigtolier revolution, does not contain a
mention of this “theory”. The program
and statutes of the Young Communist
League of Russia, adopted In 1921, takes
apecial care o refute the iden, Not one
single sentence can be foand o any of
the fundamental decuments of the frst
four congresszes of the Communist In-
ternational to refer fo the possibility of
building up a soclalist soclety Inm  one
single country, and a boackward agricul-
tural country like Huasia at that. The
first draft for a Comintérn program,
presented to its Fourth  Congress by
Bucharin and Thalhelmer, does not men
tiom the theory or the idea by even the
vagnest reference. Whole passages can
ber found in the writings of the principal
proponenta af the theory—Buocharin and
Stalin  (their wrilings before 1024, of
eourse) which argoe JJivectly agaigst
this reactionary notiod.

In o word, not one solitary theorist
oF authentic spokesman and defender of
Marxisim, from Aarxz himself down to
Stalin, con be fonnd who, up until 10924,
ever hod a word to say in defense of this
ldea. How amd why, then, did it come
io be propounded, and finally to be in
corporated Intg the fundamental program
adopted at the Hixth Congress?

How the “Theory™ Arose

The date with which this theory s
inseparably connected stampa e fon
what It really is. The theory wns first
promulgated by Stalin in 1924 in the
sipond  editlon of bis  pamphlet  called
“The Theory aind Practize of Leninfam'™,
We emphasize the second cditien, because
in the first Stalin still repeated what was
ihe common knowledge and belief of all
Marxists up to then, He sakd In the frat
edditiomn -

“Its (the proletariat’s) most important
tnsk—the organkzing of soclalist produc-
tion—atill remains unsolved, Oan these
tasks be golved can the fnal victory of
soclalism be won without the joint ef.
forta of the proletariat of several highly

developed countrics? No, this iz im-
possible™
In the second edition, with victually

nothing else of the text changed, we al-
rendy fAnd that the passage quobed above
has been altersd to read:

“Alter the victorious proletaciat of
one country has consolldated its power
and has won over the peasantry for itself,
it can and must bublld up the soclalist
aoclety.”

From this somewhat cautious, but
sufflelently clear formulation, the BStal-
inigts have sinee expressed themeelves In
the most unrestrained and fantastic man-
mer. Today, for cxample, we are told
by them, on the basls of thias theory,
that the tesk which will be accomplishod
at the end of the second Flve Year Plan
is

4o, . . To Uguldate entirely all the
elements of capitalism, etc., etc., down
to active builders of a socialist classless
society.” (Frethelt, March 7, 1032.)

The Effects of October 1023

Now let us look into the theory itself,

It came Iuto exlstemce, aa we have
mentloned, In 1924, and not by aceident
The year 1034 was one Olled with trem:
endong consequences for the intervention,
al revolutionary movement, [t was the
culminating point of the insurrectionary
high-tide of the post-war years and the
beginning of the momentary stabilization
the bourgeolsic achieved with the aid of
America's gold. The German revolublon
of Oetober 1923 had been cruelly defleat-
ed without having fired a shot. The
month previously, the insurfection in
Bulgaria had ended with a crushiog de
feat and extermination of the Communisd
movement, Three months later, thy
putsch in Reveal {Eschonia) disastrously
foiled to reallze the valn hopes put in
it hy the Communlsiz, Thia rapld see
cosgion of defeats gave the harrassed
bourgeoisie the “breathing space” it was

looking for. The secomd editlon of a
world war  situation cercated by the
Freoch occupation of the Ruhr was

brought to an end. Everywhere, the set.
backs suffered by the prolétarian vane
guard was felt deeply, and the pitiful
attempts of Zinoviev, Stalin, Brandler
and Bucharin to depict the sitpation as
thoygh the revolution, the struggle for
power was still on the grder of the day,

ingly granted us by the powers
thimt b,

Comradea and Revolutlonists:
Out to the Plenis!

only gerved to deepen the disilloslonment
of the advanced workers. This mirage
dissolved quickly. Reality made itself
folt only too plainly. The interventlon of

the Dawes Man, with its sobeeguent
“stabilizing” of Germany and temporary
regulation of Europe’s lmperiallst anta-
gonisms, s00n revealed that the revolu-
tionary wave had sobsjded, that the
batfalions of the proletariat  had been
weakened, that adjustments bad to be
made to the brief “democratic pacliist
era',

How to make these pdjustments? The
respongible Marxists proposed that the
Commuonists, partleglarly in Central Eur-
ope must onee more et about to win the
masses of the workers in the struggles
around duily issoes, that the masses had
once more o be assembled in the every-
day struggle so that when the next sories
of convulsions gripped bourgeois asoclety,
the Communists would be in a better
pasition to tuke the offensive in the dir-
ect struggle for power. There was no
ground for pessimizm, =zald the leaders
of the Left Opposition. In g series of
penetrating  analyaes, ecomrade Troisky
showed ab that time that Amerlea's in-
tervention In Hurope, which involved at
the out=et o brlef stabilizotlon, was only
accumulating s mountain of  powder
mugazines which would Inevitably  blow
ip with the reseunding crash of war nnd
proletarian  revolution,

The Stalinist “6Xd justment™

How did the official apparatus envis-
nge the pdjustments that had te be made
folluwing the German defeat and Am-
eriea’s Inderventlon? By the apparatus,
we refer above all to Its most perfect
reprezentative, Htalin, all of whoese ne-
tivity In the Hussian revelntionary move-
mient has been characterfesd, and  still
i:-l, by an opportunist, parrow=minded
nationuliam. He proposed to solve the
problem by turning the back of the Rus-
slan republie upon the internatlonal rew-
olutlon and concentrating all attention to
the “prablems at home”. The banner of
international revolution, according to the
Stalin achool, was to be hauvled and re-
placed with the slogan of “sociali=m in
one country®.

What ideas lurked at the back of
Stalinlzm’s bhead to wurture this theory?
The fdea ihat the proletarian revolulion
in Europe had been token off the order
of the day for an incaleulable period:
that it bad been postponed for decades:
that the most profitable eforts could be
concenirated in enclosing the Soviet re-
public within itz shell and constrocting
a natlonal secialist Utoplp there, Los-
ovsky, expressing the thoughts that pre.
vigiled In the minds of the bureaveracy
at that time, wrote that the stabilleation
of Europe wus a malter of deeades, And
If thai were the case, why continge this
“infernnl babble™ about “international
revolution” which will not take place for
a long time anyway, especially  when
there Iz zo0 mueh to be “done at home"?

The Theory as a Fruit of Pessimizm

In ofher words: the theory of soclalism
in one countey—that s, the fantastic
idea that Russia, by itself and without
the wid of the vietorions workers in cul-
turally more advanced countries, can
build up a classless soclety--was born
out of the womb of pessimism, of a de-
featist state of mind. It was born and
bred In an atmosphere of reaction, and
ihai brand can no more be removed from

it than the mark of Cain could be wiped
trom his forchead,

Nothing that has ever been said ecan
réfute this characterization of the origin
and esgemce of the theory. Thi:  dls-
pute i3 no aendemic oceapation of eloset
philosaphers and professzional halr-split-
ters, IE is g witally important theoretleal
question which hos a coperete, practical
significance of tremendous scope, Mo-
gether with comrade Trotsky, the Left
Oppagition argued that to bolld g sodial-
ist zociety in the Boviet Union, the aid
af the workers' revolutlon in & more ad-
vanced ocountry of coontfies would he
required,. Together with Stalin and
Buocharin, the Intermational apparatus of
the Comintern argucd that a  soclalist
apclety could bBe bullt ap without the

e
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“gtate ald” of the workers in other coun-
tries. If this dispute has a “practical”
glgnlicapce—and It has an epormous one
—then the eonclusion is an obvious and
a disnstrons one,

Why? Becapse soclalism s mot buflt
in one day. Only pefty bourgeois anarch-
1sta belleve that the “free soclety™ will
b established on the morrow of the
overthrow of the bourgeois state.  The
Muarxists know, ag Lenin wrote, that “the
road of organization iz a long road, amd
the task of soclallst comstruction demands
u long drawn, stubborn work and real
knowledge which we do not possess to
a sufliclent degrea, Also the next gen-
cratlon, which will be further developed,
will probably harcdly be able to gehiave
the complete tramsition to  Boclalism®™
(Vol. XV, page 240). If you belleve, as
Stalin does, that this “long road” is to
be fully travelled “alome”, before the
workers in the other countrles have
overthrown their bourgeoisie, then you
have postponed—at least in your thoughts
—the waorld proletarian revolutlon for
an Indefinite perlod,

The Essence of the Opopsition’s
Struggle: Marxian Intermationalism

The Opposition believed and declared :
The proletarian revolution in ihe Wesat
is far cliser to a reslization than s the
aholition of classes and the establishment
of g soclalist soclety in Rusala. If it s
noet closer, then the proletarian sevolo-
tion in Rossia is doomed! This truth
Lenin pepeated a thousand times:  “We
do mob live moerely in a state but in a
system of states apd the existence of
ithe Hoviel republic side by slde with
imperialist states for any length of time
is inconeeivable” (Vol. XVI, page 102.)
In this Iz contained not ope grain of
Umezsimism” or “disbelief in the revolu-
tlon™: it is penelrated with a realistic
Marxian internationglism,

And what is this Internantionalizsm? It
I no mere looge sentlmental bond of sol-
idority uniting the workers of all coun-
triea. It arlses directly out of the de-
velopment of capitalist world economy,
The Imperlalist stapge of eapltalizm, its
expansion on an interpational acale, the
tremendons and vitel imporlanee of ex-
ports and imporis for the maintenance
of capitalism, mondpolics extending o
the ends of the earth, the motual (Je-
pendence of ope countey upon develop-
ments in another—these are some of the
phenomens of world economy. Capltal-
izan has not matored for the  socialist
revolation in this or that country, large
of small, backward or advapeed, It has
matured for soclslizm on a world scale,
This Fact not only creates the basia for
a livieg imternationallsm, bot  alse  for
the trunsformation of the old socicty by
a victorlous world proletariat,

But if ench eountry can build an en-
cloged socialist socisty by the efforta and
vegources of itg own proletariat, then
internationallsm  becomes an  emply
phrase for holiday resolutions, If it
can be done in backward HRossia, then
sarcly it can be done In more advanced
Germany, and in France, am] England,
and eertainly in the United Btates. Then
what nesd bave the Communists for a
highly-centralized interostional of thelr
own'’?

Internniionalism As A Necessary

Development

Furthermore: the development of all
cxigting soclety up to now, and partlen-
tarly of modern capitalist soclety, has
been towards Inereasing  Inter-relations
and Interalependence. Capitalism reach-
¢4 ftz highest stage of cvolution, it devel-
opg to its most majestic economiec
heights, not by retiring inta its respective
national shells, but by projecting from
each national territory those links which
bind it imseparably to the rest of world
egconomy. The countries of the most
backward cultare, technlgoe, living stan-
dards are those that play the smallest
role In world economy and trade; amd
vice versa,

Now on the Pr;rf
Problems of the Chinese

‘ Revolution
by LEON TROTSKY
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the Unlted Btates and the adoption of

The Reacti;nary Theory of Socialism in One Country

Mow, soclalism assumes g vastly high-
er stage of development than capitalism,
u higher culture, technique and liviog
gtandard. It means oot only the aboli-
tion of classes, but the elimination of
the differences between worker and péa-
sant between town and country, the
abolition of agriculture by the fnct of
its industrializution. But this, th turn,
means that o soclalist society must de-

velop to o much further point along the
evonmpic and bechnlcal {(that iz, the col-
tural) road tham capitalism, The theory
of secialism in ome couniry implies (and
its spokeamen astate explicitly ) that thia
is to be accomplished by taking the road
hack from capitalist evolotion which
wis, a8 every baby koows, directed to-
wards an iocrcasing economic Inter-de-
pendenes and inter-relation on a warld
genle, The Marxists, In  contradistine
tion to this reactionary, utopian idea,
declare that the road to socialism pre-

suppozges an lncreasiug parcticipation io
world eseonomy, net only in the fature
soclalist world evonomy, but right now,
in the eapltalist world cconomy which
still exista, the sonomy o which, ac-
cording to Lenin, ‘we are sobordinated,
with which we are connécted and from
which we canootb escape”

What Internationnlisim Requoires
In the U. 5. 5. K.

But if, in spite of evorything, the pro-
letarlan revolution in the West Is never-
theless delayed in coming?  What shall
wit do then; give up the pewer In the
Soviet Unien? This 15 the “annihilating®
atgument the Sinlinists present as their
pitiful defensze of an indefonsibile theory,
Not ot all! Lenin and Troisky, w o
never belleved In the utopla of national
socialisim, stood for seven vears ab the
head of the proletarian dictatorahip and
pnevar onee propossd Lo Yglve ap power™,
What they did and what the Left Op-
posilion proposes to do today, is to re
taln the power In the first [ortrcss to
b comuered by the proletarviat. In this

tries to strengthen the position
profetarian and roclalist elements in the
ecountry a8 against the caplitallst
ments, this means the wtilization of
“both levers”, at the command of the
proletariat : the long lever of the Inter-

tlong for a soeclalizt economy at home,
What it ecertuinly doea not mean is that

“goclalism will bave been established™;
for there will be terrific consequences to
account for when the awakening talkes
place,

The perniclous theory of nationgl so-
ciallsm has gleeady had the most serlous
effecta for the proletarian dictatorship in
ltussin, On ity basis, Stalin and Buch-
arln for years fought against the plan
proposed by the Opposition for the in-
dustrializntion of the country and the
colleetivization of agricultore. The bur-
cagerats were lttle interested inm “Flve
Year Plans" then—they were oo busy
sirangling the Opposition inslde the
party and saying to the kolak on the
outside: “Enrleh yourself™! And when
under the pressure of events and the
criticism of the Oppesition, they fAnally
adopted g redical plan, it was  onee

more éon  the hasis of this  rewe
tionary theory that they procecd.
ed  to  “liguidate the kulak a3 &

clags™ by administrative decrees and to
establish a classless socialist soclety by
a certaln date on the calendar as iF it
were 0 prize contest that elosed on o
glven day In the month., But a detailed
description of these phases of the Ope
positlon’s struggle in the Communist In-
ternationnl and in the Russian party spes
clfically, we must leave for other artlcles
in this series.

And it s not merely in Russia that
this theory had fatal effects for the pro-
letarian revolution, [t shounld be borne
in mind that the revisionists always In-
cluded a tiny “If" in their theory., Ho-
clulist soclety could be bullt up in one
countty "I military intervention from

the forelgn imperialists could be pre-
vented. “Bociallam in one country™ kept

undermining the poasibilities of suceess
of the great Chinese revolutlonary move-
ment of 19Z5-1827 and of the upheaval
in the British working class in 1926, In
the latter case particularly, did the “if"
of the theory—the prevention of military
intervention—play a thoroughly  fatal
role. We can trace the disgraceful con-
duct of the apparatus leaders doring the
British miners’ and general strikeg dir-
ectly to this theory. An account of the

evenia in FEngland in 1938 and the part
played in it by the Slalinists and the
Left Oppositlon—an eplzode of funda-
meontal imporfance in our mine yoars
of strupgle—we shall seek to give in the
niExt i=sue.

—MAX SHACHTMAN.
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SFARTACUS YOUTH CLUB

The Spartacus Youth Clab  in  New
York, as already announced, has changed
its meeting date to Friday evenings. The
exoeutive committes of the club Iz ar-
ranging an educational program for the
coming wecks which will be of Interest
to young workers and students, AL 13
next medtiog, May 20, there will take
place & discussion on the results of the
recent French and German elections.

fortress, while looking forward to the
aszistenee of the workers In other coun-,
of the,

ale-|

iational revolution and the shorter lever
of laying add stréngthening the f-m.m-l;lﬂ.-: aubmit to his anthority..
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From Left Oppositionists

in South America

Call, Columbla
April 28, 1032,
IdMeur comendes :

In thiz elty, nz well as in the rest
of the country, the political struggles of
the working class are going oo faccom-
panied by the same miztakes and  set-
Backs brought about by the absurd and
abaolutely  detrimental  leadership  of
the  Pemarienl  Stallpites  about two
years ago there artlved I Colom-
bin  coaprnde Guillerme  Heroandes
Rodrizues, after o three years' stay
in Ttussin, where, it is said, e stedied
at the Aarxi=t =chool at Moscow. He
came as the geceedited delegote of the
Communist Interuntionnl to atarc amd to
lend the Communist arty of Colombia
ax a sectiog of the . I On his arrival
be was weleomed and hailed by o group
of revolutionary workers who had for-
merly participoted in the political sirug-
gles of the Hoclallst [evolotlonary MFarky,
We ook a firm position, rejecting the
policies of the traditiomal parties, which
had left us with defeats and disasters
behing us, desielng to obtaln a  class
struggle political troiving in order to
ba able to correctly organize the party of
the workers In Colombia,

Under these clreuinstunces and with
these desives, we halled delegate Hlernan-
ilez Hodriguez, accepiing his  political
positions aed the line he propesed for us
o follow, Umdler his leadership, there
was orghanized the committee of the
Valle, Meanwhile, comrnde Hernandos
went to Hogota, the caplial of the repu-
blie, o organize the central committes
af the part¥, which was effected by n
meeting that is knewn under the name of
"KEl Ampliade™, After some work had
been accomplished in the capital, Tod-
Figneéz feturned together with comrade
Inca Alariell to the Valla distelet with
the objeet of Implanting & solid politieal
base in this zection of the country which
they considered of the preatest revolu-
tiomary importance. A serles of mectings
were held that were attended by work.
cra and sympathizers. As the comrade
delogate took advantage of his position
as representativoe of the O, I, and want-
ed to impose his authority too rigidly,
he epme [nbo confllet with the workers
astmiblod. But, notwithstanding thie

fact, he waa able to persuade a small
group of comrades who were rather im-

pressed with his Rossinn exporiences, to

Starting ont with this gronp, he pro-

the Russion proletariat and peasantry| “°°9¢d to expel all those who were not
shall be decelved with the grandiose il.! ready to comply with his
lusion that at the end of five more years leadership,

dictatorial

But  sinee  these expelled

comrades were sincere revolutionarles
(Continued on page 4)
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