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nt. Right Wing on Verge of Disruption

Leader of Czech Group Protest Brandler-Thalheimer Slanders Against Trotsky

We are bringing below a letter sent
by Alois Neurath, one of the chiefs
of the Brandler [ight wing In
Czechoslovakia, to his Berlin friends.
The whole spirit of this decument is
indicative of the ferment that 13 tak-
ing place in the Right wing Inter-
nutional. Faced with serious tests of
Communist  struggle, the fungus
prowth of Brandlerism is rapldly dis-
interrating. The splitting away of the
Waleher-Froelich group in Germany,
the decompesition of the Right wing
in Cwsechoslovakia and Austrin have
causel 8 panle among the summits
af the Brandler grganization. Brand-
lor has sent out a beart-rending ap-
peal for an International meet af the
giress on the extraordinary import-
pnee of Uhe Ameclean Lovestone group
participating in it. What will Brand-
ler do when e discovers that hia
Amerloan bulwark is also breaking up
and copitulating to  the Gtalinistaf
Thut ls not very board o guess . . .
The internal sitnation in the camp of
world Communism I3 clearlng up.
The collapse of the Right wing wiil
only permit the volee of the Left Op-
positton to be heard all the mora
strongly by all the worker Commun-
1ats.

L] [} L] L 1

Prague, March 28, 1832
To comrades Braodler and
Thalbelmer :
Diear Comrades:

In the last number of the Arpo (Ar-
belterpolitik—the Berlin organ of the
Brandlerites) you publish, under the
heading “Trotsky as the guardian saint
of the 8 A. . a calumniation of Trot-
gky. That 18 nothing new. Troteky has
been slandered and calumniated by the
Arpo for mouths., You have never even
attempted to take an objective position
toward the views of Trotsky. You have,
moveover, avolded tuking such a position
as long as the opposition which has been
grouped about you Internationally, ex-
{gts. More than two years ago, ab the
internativnal conference in Berlin, we de-
elded at that time to carry on this dis-
cusaion In the Inkopp (interoational dis-
cussion bulletin of the Right wing).
These decisions remained paper decl=
slons, although, aside from the Austrian
group, no other sectlon of the interos-
tlonal opposition approved of your poal-
tion In the Trotaky question.

These facts and the results of your
latest natlonal conference have made
pecesgary the convocation of an Inter-
natlonal conference. The question of
the declsion with regard to the minority
{Walchar-Froelich) was, as I sald In my
brief salutatery address, not simply a
German affair, but & concern of the in-
ternational oppositlon. Afrer your na-
tonal conference, there atill remained
the hope that you will make up for loat
tlme by putting this guestion up for
Alzousalon befors an international confer-
ence. The poovoeatlon of an interoatlon-
al conference, In so far as I know, has
been demanded by all groups of the op-
position. It has becdme urgently neces-
sary not only on account of the poaition
toward Trotsky and the German minor-
ity, but also and particalarly on account
of your evaluation of the C. I policy
as well as that of the Russian section
in the C. 1. Your thesks, that the C. L
polley In the entire world is false, but
ingide of the U, 5. 8 R, correct, would
most certainly not be approved at an in-
ternational conferenes, In this sense
I spoke at our National Conference in
Asch, We were prepared to walt for
the International conference, to clear up
all the disputed, fundamental guestions
there. You are not thinking of calling
nn Internatlonal econference. Withont
gny regard for the views of the comrades
in the other countrles, you bold fArmly
to the thesls that whatever is belng dons
by the C. L in the 8. U. is eorrect,t hat

whatever it does in the rest of the world
is false—In the Arpoe and in Gegen den
Strom. Naturally, yon have the right of
propagating this view in the name of
Four group. But sines the unifleation of
the warlons foreign groups has resulted
in an Ioternational opposition, the fm-
presslon must mot be glven, as long as
no diseussion has taken place, that your
position iz in accord with that of the
other groups. That is by po means the
CHLEE

How unaufferable this condition has
become, may be seen, among other things,
from the position you take toward Trot-
sky. In the article cited above, you re-
print part of Trotsky's work What Nexi
You add thers the remark "And with
regard to the step Walchee-Froelich hava
taken, he saye that It means & etep
forwarnd".

You have, of course, read Trotsky's
pamphlet guite thoroughly, You are
therefore consclously calumnlating, for
vou know well that Trodsky did not
write that, bot the contrary, Trotaky
writes: “The minority considers am In-
dependent and active polley necessary,
that s directed not only agalnst Hem-
mele, but against the course and the
regime of the Stalln bureaucracy In the
U. 8. 8 R. and in the Comliotern. If
we Interpret the position  of Walcher-
Wroellch correctly, on the basis of the
a3 yet Inadequate material we have at

band, thep it means a step forwand In
this guestion.”

Thiz [ what Trotsky writes, and &t
that, at a time when he conld not have
known that Walcher and Froelich had
given up their organizational Independ-
ence and gone over directly to the 5. A

I*. Trotsky thereéfore emphasizes the in-
depandent pollcy of thils group and ealls
that & step forward. Why, then, de you
deceive the readers of the Arpo so manl-
festly? Why the manifeat calumniation?
Does Trotsky welcome thelr golng over
to the 5. A. P.? These are just the
methods of the present C. 1. and of the
papers of their sectlons. When, on the

basis of such slanders, you come to the
conclusion that Walcher ia creating ount
of the 8 A, P, an auxiliary troop for
Trotaky's Huosslan factional siruggle,
you overleok entirely and completely

that another conclusion must follow fromm
thig: Namely, that you want to make
not only out of the C. P. G, 0. (Brandler
group), but of the other opposition
groups, suxiliary troops for Stallo in the
Russlan factional struggle.

The opposition arose amd eculd only
exlst in the atruggle against Stalin's na-
tlonal and international policies, since
and In 8o far as these policies, in their
entirety eontradict the lenindsr funda-
mentale. When yon rétumed from the
Soviet Unlomy, you yourselves took that

The Negr

{Continued from last izssue)

But the solution eonnet be brought!

eloser by artificial slogans, such as the
shigan of Self Determination, We must

minlmize the desires of the Negro Pelty-

Bourgeolsle and enlurge the form of the
proletarian interest of the Negro who la,
likes the white worker, choked with bour-

geols ideclogy. Natlonal minoritles must
be won as allies to the proletariat, if
they are oppressed minorities. But In
winning them as allles we do not ap-
proach the workers of this mationality
or race as such. This would be natkonal
opportunism. We approach these work-
era as workers. We know the bourgeols
element of the national minorities un-
der Cearism were po better and often
worse than the dominating bourgeoisle
agninst the workers. Likewlse the Negro
bourgeois elesmenta have already proven
they can outstrip their white masters.
We want allies, but not on the basis of
concessiona and compromizes on  prin-
ciples. But the Negro proletarian 18 no
Negro ally—he s a worker. The crop-
per and dirt farmer are allles and must
e won a8 such. But in this relation the
Negro Industrial and agrieultuore worker
la decislve.

A pompromise on principle means that
the “allies™ have eaplored the prolefar-
lat. The program of the Communists
(Marxists) ls the omnly one possible for

the American Negro for social, politicel
and economic equality and freedom. The
rond fs the road of clasa straggle, not
that of “préparation stages™—sealf deter-
mination, demoeratle dictatorship of the
Proletariat and Peasantry, four class
party, workers amd peasant parties,

peoples revolution, ete—which give the
petty-bourgenis Megroes organizational
and political control. FPreparation sthges
in atruggles are necessary, but not com-
promizes op principle, passed off as pre-
paration stagos,

We must consider slogans and tac-
tiea for the race form of the class sirug-
gle. This 18 essential in order to de-
feat the bosses’ policy of divide and
rule. Slogans and tactice againat the
legal and extra-legnl dizcrimination and
Iyneh laws are the order of the day. A
will to fight the battles of the Negro
maswss, as the party hoa already de-
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posttion, Only gradually you left this
prositbon. Since you could not and did
not want to aliain o firm position agriost
Btalin’s policies, disintegration has be
come the fate of the C M G, 0. The
international oppealtion eanpot  wvoid
thia fate, if it will not decide to take
a eritical posltbon toward the imternal
policy of the C. I B U, as well as to
e whole policy of the Comintern, the
miistakes of which have their roots in
the erroneous policy of the C. P 8. 1L

Precisely the events in Germany make
It the duty of all oppositionists to Jraw
the line, clearly and distinetly, before
the eriminally erroncous policy of the
C. I. Personully, I am completely o
neetord with the views Trotsky has ex.
pressed on Fascism, on the tasks of the
C. PG, and particularly those contaloed
in his great work, What Next?

In my opinlon, they contain the most
astute analysis of the present sitoation
in Germany from the poiot of view of
Marxism-Leninism, the clearest presen-
tation of rhe present tasks of the . P.
G. and the opposition, respectively, To
b honest, it is lmpossible to vacillate
between the fondamental views which
Trotsky develops and the present . I
pliey. Elther the one or the other,
You have decided—ibat is perfectly clear
today—for Stalin, eoly you do pob want
to say sa oponly. The revolutionary
working class will declde—the longer it
takes, the moere certain will be thelir de-
clslon—for the fundamental views devel-
opid by Trotsky., This my firm convle
tlom. . . .

With Communist greetings,
(Bigned) NEURATH.

and the Class Struggle

monatrated, i= a big step forward. Laet
uz not step backward Inte the swamp
of national reforomiam,

The Negro of Amerlea was not snateh-
ed from a State or Nation in Africa with
national aspirations and Meologies. Nei-
ther has Ameriea given the Negro as a
Negro the material base for natioralism
s such. ‘The class struggle of the Negro
s wot cloaked in o natlonal form (com-
plicated with the patlonal bourgeols ln-
Auence) that calls for the slogan of sell
determination at special stages and under
speclal conditions in the struggle. It Is
cloaked in the race form. The Amerienn
Negra Bourgeocisle elements are no  ally
of ours, The problem 1z complicated
enough without adding the national com.-
plex to it, which in this case can only
result In natlonal reformism.

The racial form of social conflicts has
inken the national form where the racial
group obtaloed an cconomle unit. This
has heen the case In the past. Blood
ties, gens and clans in the procesa of

development from primitive Communizm
through the astages to an exploiter™s soc-
fety, paturally crystalized as such. But
the Amerlean MNegro presents no  such
picture, His iz a different and far more
difficult problem.

Mhe Socialist tells us In substance, that
the workera must not seize power in
backward connries, We must let  the
bourgenls revoluklon take its course de-
velop ta industries (natiomalism), and
then we will win it over. Stalinism
tells us that we must move the Amoriean
Negro Into the feeling of national con-
golonaness through the slogan of Self
Determination. Of sourse Stalinjsm will
sy, “No, not mnational consclousness”.
But wa will anawer: The slogan of Self
Determination for a raclal group that
does not have a material base for such
has even less lople than the soclalist
poaition. At least, thess non-Marxists
speak of a material base for bourgeois
powear, in one form or the other, In back-

ward sectionsg.

When the proletariat takes power, the
Moegro worker wlll take his place a3 an
pqual with the white worker. Where the
Negroos are the majorly (parts of Sonth,
ete.)d, this majority will dominate the
soviels,

The Megro worker and farmer, belng
even more suppressed and explolted than
hiz white brother reguires specinl con-
slderatlon from the revolutionary party,
evin though, economically, he is a work-
er or dirt farmer. This double exploita-
tion and clasa auppression I8 earrled out
through the race form of the claas strug-
gle, which dees mot Inelode the national
form In the politienl sense. Stalinism
says, because the Negro  constitutes a
doubly exploited racial minority, and re-
gardless of the argument on nationallsom,
It Ia proper to present the slogan of
Self Determination for oppressed racial
minorities as well s pational minor-
itles,

Let uws consider it in this light for &
moment, in spite of the arguments al-
ready présented. Adding to what has beén
sald about the slogan of self determing-
thon, wo miost say that It can only be
reallzed, 20 far as the American Negro
is concorned, after the overthrow of cap-
italism in the Houth, which means the
overthrow of American imperiallam as

such, Is this transitlon step  Deeded
then? The victory of the proletarlat
includes within it the solution of the

double cxploltation of the Negro masses,
Aa for the Negro bourgesisle, the Negro
and white workera will take care of them
just as they will take care of the white
cxploiters, The Soviets of the South
will aolve this problem, even though
specin]l efforts will have to bi leveled
against reactlonary ideological carry-
overs. But the maln strugele against the
reactionary ldeclogy i3 not a problem
of the MNegroes, but of the whites,

But how about the slogan 86 a mMeADE
of winning the Negro masses today for
the proletarian revolutlon? Yes, the

SKETCHES

Lisutenant Scheringer

These days, the former Helchawehr
lHentenant, Scheringer, was senienesd Lo
an additional two and a half years of
fortreas confinement by the Iteleh's Codrt
for so-called ILdterary High Treason.
Thiz is a purely arbitacy act, an act of
revenge on the part of the bourgeosisie
against an putsider who is striving to-
ward Communizm. It i3 an act that ge-
mands the sharpest protest from all pro-
letarinns, one that casts ample light oo
brutal class jusiice in Germany, But
for Communists, the question canoot énd
there. For, 1t s also a guestion of
[declogical struggle agninst all those who
wipe out the boundorfes between Fasc-
ismm and Communism amd it has become
n vital question for the Communist party
at @ moment when at least 200,000 fol-
lowers of the O, P. G. voted Fascist in
the second ballot of the  presidential
alections,  But Scheringer, whose pam-
phlets have been far more sprend a8
texta for the younger generation of the
O P . than the Combprinist Manifesto,
iz the ideclogleal ploneer of this devel-
opment, Hcheringer {8 not even today
a Communist, but a Natlonal-Bolshevik
L. Troisky wrote very correctly abouot
him In Augnst 1931

“Scheringer and Stenbeck-Fermor (an-
oither recent nalional-Bolshevik proselyte
—FEil.] regard the task of the Commun-
ist party wvery graclously as that of a
direct conintuation of the Hohenzollern
war. They are prepared—temporarily in
words—to accept the “people’s revolu-
tlon", if it can serve them as a means
of mobilizing the workers for thelr ‘rev-
oluptiopary” war."

Threes months ago, it a public mest-
lng in Berlin, in which the pregent
writer was the speaker, Count Stenbocks
Fermor ralsed a hoe and Ty about
Trotsky's “calumnintion” of Bcheringer.
Ruat for a clarffication of the actual
gtate of affaira, It 18 sufliclent to quote
what Beberinger—whom we cannot deny
& clear, firm and incorruptible character
—aald on April 8, 1832 before court:

“For me the desire of national libers-
ilon was the point of depariure that led)

to my development toward Communism.
As long as the working olass ia oppreased
by the caplitalists of Germany itself, a
nationel liberation 1z lmpossible.

“Only social liberation will give the
Iaboring people o fatherland and this
goclal liberatlon can be attained only
by the revolutionary working class under
the leadership of the Communist party.
That 13 also the way by which we shall
come to pational liberation™

The words of Karl Licbkeecht: “Our
enemy ls In our own country™ are glven
thls variation by Scheringer: “Dur enemy
is pot in Russia, but in the ecapitalist
West",

But the Refe Fahne and its Brandler-
fst lck-splittles far from carefully and
tactfully eritledsing this declare it to be
100 per cent Bolsbevism, It Is  belog
proved more angd more that It was not
Bcheringer who cime to the party, but

slogan will win over many petty-bour-
geols elements on the basls of national
reformism. But we don't want the Negro
petty-bourgecisie ns allles on that basls,
The MNegroe worker, Induostrial and agril-
cultural, Is not even in this problem, be-
cauge we¢ do pot use a slogan of self
determination for workers. We win them
as workers, ¢ven though diferent racial
and sectional (youth and women, ebe)
taclics are necessary,

=G OEHLER,

The above 13 a discusslon article.

The views cxpressed are those of

GERMAN

the author. Others will follow on
the sapme sobject.—Rd.

the party who enme to Scheringer. To-
day, when the frults of this fatal deviel-
opment are alresdy Lecoming  vislbla,
the warning words of L. D. Trotsky in
Aupgust 1031 are doubly appropriate:

“I'he party may, of course, utllize even
sach Individual metamorphoses  ag &
means of dislntegrating the camp of the
Fasclsta. The crime of the Stalinlst
purcaucraey—yes, the direet orimig—
conglizts im this: that it declares lts
aolidarlty with these elements, that It
fdentifics the volee of the party with
thele volees, that It rénounces the ex-
posures of their oationallst and mill-
tarist tendencies, that It transforms the
thoroughly petty bourgeols, reactiopary-
ntopian  and chauvinist pamphlet  of
Scheringer Into & new bible of the pro-
latariat.”

Comrade Prosgel.

It s hard to assume that before April
10, anyone outside of Bast Heinlekendort,
it working class distriet of Berlin, ever

heprd of comrade Pracgel, and it is
hard to assume that he will play &
very gréat role in the future, He is ong

of those hendreds of samall functionaries,
wha, after five vears of pgraveyvard sil-
enee In the party, has dared in an un-
clear, timid but nevertheless  distince
valee to get up agalnst the bureaucrats
in & membership mecting, to reject the
blabber abont the gullt of the members
for the dofeats of the party and to be.
gin to diseuss the politleal mistnkes of
the party leasdership, partleonlarly in the
question of the unlted fromt. That ia
why this unfortunate comrade Pruegel
gervea  the boareaverat Ulbricht, the
“leadlor of the Berlin proletariat™, ns
scapegent to the extent of 8 whole page
in the Kote Fahne of April 10, The bur-
eaucracy I beginning to feel the ground
tremble under thelr  fedt, They are
faced wlth an elementary unrest which
lisd to auch oulbrenks at the Berlin party
warkers conference pfier the first ballot
in the recent presidential elections, that
the conferegnce had to be sdjourned and
the next one packed with cspeclally pick-
e preople.  (Permanente Revolution pub-
lished docaments on this affair). Tha
bureancracy i3 pouncing on these name-
Iese functionarics with a mized feeling
of hateed amd fear. They want toe upe
root the gerins, they want to erush these
nameless objectors before the Opposition
fincds leaders with nomes,

Externally, the party shows, despite
the heavy defeats, asg yet a firm and fear.
less appearance. Internally, the disioe
tegration has resched an  extroordinary
diegrea. The aplrit of Ideclogical and
actunl capltulation, raised on the garb
age heap of the "national program”, has
taken the form of nombers in the H0,000
voters who went over from Thaslmann
to Hitler in the run-off elections, In the
party itself it has long been obvlous.
The sympathles of the unemployed Com-
munists for the “honest, active™ Nazis,
ihe remdiness with which they discuss
with them and not with the social dem-
oeratle workers, the anzious and almost
aympathetle reading of the Nazl preas,
the open opinion that Hitler should be
voted for “In order to hastém the de.
clglon”—all these are enough  alarm
algnals,

All this wlll, however, force the Prus-
gela, i we take Prucgel as an example,
to throw off their reservedness, Already
five nnits in Berlin-Charlottenburg hava
adopted a resolution agalnst soclal Fase-
lsmn with a ecrushing maojority. The
workers' Opposition s bepinning to bear
frult. We preet thoss nameless fighters
who no ionger fenr the flthy attacks of
the bureaucracy. Only in thelr strug-
gle lies the guarantee for the salvation
of the party and for wictocy.

==H, BAUEE.

Nine Years of The Strnugla of thhe Lelt ﬂﬂlnulﬂnn

The German Revolution of 1923 and the «Lessons of October»

(Continued from last issus)
Inm 1917, the maln leaders of the Haol-

shevike, before and after Lenin's ar-
rival from Switzerland, had adopted any-
thing but a revelutionary position. Eam-
eney ang Stalin had been for anpporting
the boargeois republic “frofn the Left",
and for the sontivuatiom of & “revolution-
ary war"” In defonss . . . of the Provia.
ional government.  Zinoviey, Kameney,
Hykov, Nogin, Lunatcharsky, Losovsky,
Yoaroslaveky, Maolotov, Tomsky—all of
them were elther opposed to the October
insurrection or in faver of a Menshevik-
Bolshevik epalitlon government. Some of
them=—=like Zinovier and EKEamenev—acd-

opted such a positlon, even after the
Bolshevik selzure of power, that Lenin,
who had worked together with them [or
decades, did mot hesitate o Jecunce
them as “strike-breakers and desertera™.
Trotaky's recollection of these facts and
his explanation of them, their canses and
effects, opened up 8 new campalgn
against “Trotskylam”, In which, as had
alrepdy become customary, the real lsaues
objectively ralsed by Trotsky were de-
liberately concealed or smothered under
by the bureaucracy. . What might have
been a brightly illuminated campalgn of

fnetrgetion and calightenment for the
international Communist movements on
the urt and problems of Insorrection was
treacherously converted by Zinoviev-Jtal.
in-and-Co. into o Iynching  campaign
agalnst the Opposition and its leader.

It 1 fnteresting to note, in  passing,

the characteristic mapner in which the
campalgn was conducted om an IALEFDA-
tlonal scale. Letters and telegraphic
commands were dispatched by Zinovier
through the Comintern appparatus to
the Central Committess of all the na-
tlonal Communist partics with the de-
mand that Trotsky's “Lessons of Octo-
ber” be repudiated and the “01d Guard”
of the Russian Central Committee en-
dorged. Everywhere the wheals were St
into motion for the routine of adopting
roesolutions withont discussien or under-
standing. DPetty bureaucrats were found
in every party who were resdy to Cob-

demn or endorse whatever they were told
to: those that refused, were systematl-
cally undermined, attacked and harrassed
until their places were taken by obedi-
ent apparnius Setvants,

In the United States, more character-
{stically, the party membership was brow-
beaten and blackjocked into u condemna-
tion of “The Lessons of October” with-
out ever having read ! The obscure
“Inprecors” containing the document was
pover sent here. The work was publish-
ed only long afterwards In England, by
a pon-Communist, and although pechaps
one or two people out of a million in
this country have ever read It, the Am-
erlean party was nevertheless one of
the first to rosh to the assistance of the

Comintérn buresvueracy with a sharp con-
demunation of the “Trotskylst attack upon

the Old Guard™., Since then auch a pro-
coedure has been ralsed to the level of
a routine system. . . .

The attempt wus subsequently made, as
wa mentioned, to make Hrandler the
scapegoat for the whole defeat. This at-
Lempt was reslated by Trotsky, who knew
the real source of the catastrophic pol-
ley pursued. Because he opposed the
poliey of Anding seapepontz, the legend
wid thereupon cirenlated that Troteky
was a defender of the German party]
legders. There iz not and never was the
falntest algn of truth in the legend, Not
ouly  did Brandler and Thalbelmer
promptly joln Elnovier and Co. with a
condempation of “The Lessons of Octo.
ber" (they were among the first, as a
matter of fact!), but it was later proved
by documentary evidence that W was
Stalin and Zinoviey who not merely de-
fended Brandler but have been the ones
mainly responsible for the German pollcy
in 192

In 1926, after Zinoviey had broken with
Stalin, he made public a Jletter which
Htalin bad written to him and Bucharin
on the eve of the German defeat. The
letter glves us the measure of the man,
his lmited, myople owtlook, his disoas-
trous politleal course, his ingradicable
co-responsibility for the calamity In Ger-
many and lts subsequent ConSeqUences:

The confidentin]l archivea of moest of
the other leaders would wodonbtedly re-
veal aimilar documents to Indlcate that

in 1023 they played the same role in the

Gorman  revolution, with fatal results,
ag they sought to play [n the Huosslan
rovolution of 1917 but were prevented
from playing by the sharp Intervention
of Lenin and Trotaky.

The defeat of the German revolation,
plua the crushing of the September 1923
insurrection in Bulgarlg and the Esthon-
fan putsch of 1924, marked a sharp turn
in the history of the Communist Inter-
natlonal. It net only opened aup  the
epoch of “bourgecis  stabllization™ io
Europe and the ebblng of the revolution-
ary high-tide, but Inaugursted a period
of reactlon in the Soviet republic and the
nternational. Above all, it was the ab-
jective eause for the Introduction and
the triumph of the reactlonary theory of
“gocialism in one country”. It is with
this question, and with the Flfth Con-
proag—the first non-Loninist gathering-—
of the International, that we shall doeal
In the next article

—MAN SHACHTMAN,
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SEPFARTACUS YOUTH CLUB NOTICE
The Spartacas Youth Clob has changed

the night of 1ta meeting. It wiil now
meet Friday  evenings, 8:00 P. M. at
Stuyvesant Casine, This  will  enable

many comrades to attend who could not
do so when the ¢lub met on Sunday. The

next meeting will take place Friday,
May 13, 5:00 . AL at Stuyvesant Casino,
Znd Ave, and $ih Bt




