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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1932

Comrades,
Readers,
Eriends?

An emergency exists, The life of the
weekly MILITANT Is af stake, Unless
we raise our $1,000 press fund we ghall
be forced to retrench

It Is pot our hablt to exaggerabe. When
we say that the life of the weekly MILI-
TANT is at stake we mean exacily that.
For a long time we have besn struggling
aguinst a deepening fmancial erisis of
our own. I has developed to the point
where we are foresd to say categorically
—the life of the weekly MILITANT is at
mtake,

To every comrade, every reader and
sympathizer falls the duty of coming to
ihe ald of our press, Comrades active
in the press drive should double and
triple their efforts. Those not in it should
immediately put o himsell the guestion
—what can I do to help the Opposition
prosa?

The Arst form this rFesponses giwould
take and, at the moment, the most im-
portant, is—a denation. Upon rending
this appea] every comrade should sedmd
us as much a8 he can spare. No amonnt
is too large, no ameunt is too small. And
every hit helps.

Upon our own members devolves the
ndded duty of canvassing thelr frieodn

NEW YORHK PICNIC—MAY 25th

The drive now going on for the Laft
Opposition Press will ealminnte in New
York on the last Sunday of this month
—May 20th—in the form of a plenic Lo
be held at Tibbets Brook Fark. At the
spme time 1t will be the gccasion when
the comrades and sympathizers of the
Left Opposition In New Yerk will Ereot
the return of comrades Morgensiern and
Goodman, our two Philadelphian com-
rades now serving jall sentences for
“gedirhon,

Food and refreshments will be on hand.
We will have a brief social Program,
games, rowing, ball-playing and other
enjoyments.  Keep the date open—3un-
day, May Zoth.

nﬁﬁfﬂm:ﬂ'ﬁwmw
ijlizant mpuilders

Comrade Hedlund s stlll at the head
af the lst although 2 pumber of com-
rades are slowly cutting down his lead.
Those who figure on overt aking him with
gage are connting without thelr  host
They fall to take into poecount that Min.
neapolis 18 undertaking  # syatematic
canvass of all their subscribers and @ym-
pathizers. In this work comrade Hed-
lund will, no doabt glve & good account
of himself. On the other hand comrades
who want to win one of the prizes de-
geribed in the last lssue ghould hostle.

The staff and its record (o date is
as follows with the figures for the month
of May (in dollars) in parenthesis: C.
Hedlund (6)—=11; V. Dunng (6y—8,; L.
Roselpnd (3 1-2y—=0; M. Dunna (3)—8;
L. Kagy {2 1-2)=38; C. Forsen (2 1-2)—
3: A. Buchler (2)—2; M. Hosen (2)—
2. (. Coover (2)—3; L. Basky (1 1-2)—
5: K. Sacharow (1)-—4; I Ruakin (1)
—2: W. Carran (1)—2; 2, ZTalmanof
{1)—1; P. Carlson {1}—1; . Cowl (1)
—5: F. Schulman (1)—1; F. Barpelr (1)
—4: (. Johnsem (1}—2; 8. Lessin (1)
—1: ¥, Berman (1) ; G. B. Herman (1);
J. Ross (1): H. Milton (1-2)—1; T. Dro-
haoy {1-2)—2; J. Carr (1.47—3; . BEK0E-
lnd—3: F. Cheloff—2; G. Ray—2; M.
(iottlieb—1; M. Koehler—1; W. Wynme
—1: J. Carter—1; H. Capells—1; W.
Herman—1: A. Swabeck—1; A. Glotzer
—1: 1. Logan—1l; A. Kaldia—1; M.
Srerling—1.

e ———
————

onid acqualntances for subs and donations.
Every comrade on his metal! No stone
myyst he left anturned. Wherever a spark
of sympathy exists for our ideas and our
struggle the question must be put bluntly
—How much can you give to save the
weekly MILITANT, to help the Opposi-
tion press?

Our readers too can particlpate in this
work. They should not wait to be can-
vassed. They should réspond ab once.
If possible they should canvass their
friends and scguaintances. If they are
mot in a position to do this they can send
in the name and addresses of likely com-
tributors. We will approach them. But
i the first instance they should respond
with a doenation.

The response to this appeal must be
immediate; it must continue until we
reach and pass our quota of FLO0.
Comrades, readers, sympathizers, will
you help?
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The Party and the May Day Demonstration

The May Day demonstrations organized
by the Communist Party this year, when
taken throughout the country as a whole,
were bDlgger and more impressive than
any before in its history, KEven when we
digcount any wildly exaggerated Agures
of numbers particlpating and accept o
reallstle eatimate of, for example, about
40,000 in the New York march, 20,000 in
hicage and 8000 in Minneapolis, it af-
fords a good cross section of the splen-

dld working class response, First of all,
this, of course, bears testimony to the
effects of the yet deepening crisis mov-
ing the American workers toward the
Left. But it ls alse worth noting that,
while the Soclalist Party this year ven-
buresd Into street demonstrations of a
gort in sovernl cities, it attracted only
much smaller numbers, In this compar-
json we exclude Milwaukee, where the
Socinlist Party 18 In control of the clty
adminlstration.

We have, therefore, in politieally back-

ward Amerlca o geowing responss o
Communism, & distinet growth of Com-
munist infaence. That iz clearly ex-
preased in the May Day Jdemonstrations.
Also we have an ever more distioet ex-
presalon of the fact that the new forces
ot into motlon glavitate toward the

official Communist Party That is in the
nature of things and holds bright pro-
gpocts for the party's future. But it
ghould be a telling answer to thoae dis-
appointed “revolutionista”™ who perslet
in looking for revolutionary awnkening
separate and apart from the party. They
will themselves only remain hopelessly
outzide of the movement.

In practically all of the major citles
the party further affirmed the right of
the working e¢lass to demonstrate for
jta demands on the International Labor
Holiday. In this gense the demonsiri-
tions were militant turnouts. And we
ean say this, even when discounting the
disgraceful scene of attacks upon Laft
Oppositionists in Minneapolls, But yet,
compared to these turnouts, the party
weaknesses as ap actively moving force
in the class struggle are all too appar-
ent. Such n comparisen reveals an enor-
mons gap which must be closed.

Fxperiences from Recént Struggles

The gap iz revealed most glarlngly in
the flelds where the party leads actunl
struggles. We are not gpeaking in this
instance of the queation of militancy dis-

Ering the Unity Negotiations into the Openl

The revelations 1n last week's Militant
about the seeret negotlations between
the Party leaders and the expelled Right
wing have awakened a DOW interest
among the Communist workers in the
question of unity. And the Informal dls-
eussion arising from it, according to the
reports we have received, 18 not confined
to the horse-trade behind the scenes be-
tween the Centrist bureaucrats and the
Lovestone group. The revival of genti-
ment for unity with the Left, that is,
with the bona fide revolutlonary fae-
tion, is noticeable.

There 18 a loglc In this development
that was never thought of by the o ch-
inators. In part, it s an expression of
the fundamental solidarity which the
proletarian militants In the Party feol
toward the Left Opposition, It s also a
slgn of resentment against the under
cover maneuvers to readmlt the Right
opportunist leaders; the proletarlan ele-
ments want a revolutionnry counter-
welght In the Party. Therefore our
cholee will e heard in the back ToOm
conferenced, even though we are not
there as invited guests. The time is op-
portune for a restatement of the attitude
of the Left Opposition on unity.

For Communists the unity of the rev-
olutionary vanguard is not and cannot hé
the basls for any kind of maneuvers. It
is mo object of private understandings
and agreements, Unlty concerns the
class whose Interests are bound up with
the ovganlzation of s political van-
guard. Only people who are In reallty
separated from the Party and the plass
and feeed from thelr control can think
of discussing unity, its terms and con-
ditions, Its poasibility or impoasibility at
the moment, In secret.

What the Left Oppositlon has to SaF
on the subject needs no concealment.
Unty or division, like all other vital
questiona of the movement, must be un-
deratood by the Party and decided by
the Party befors the eyes of the pro-
letariat. Only s0 can the decisions be
firmly grounded, Therefore, our first de-
mand 18 A discontinuance of the whis-
pered negotintions behind the back of
the Party: for the elevation of the ques-
tion from the level of a desl between
business men into a discusslon of prin
¢lple conslderations by the entire rev-
olutlonary vanguard, EBring the unigy
pegoliatlons into the openl

(Continued in Editorial Notes—Page 4)

played in such struggles—thoungh that is
important in iiself and cannot be dis-
puted—but we are speaking here purely
in the sense of how does the party lead
and what support has acerued to its
leadership,. We will mentlon only seme
of the outstonding examples. Thera 1s,
firast of all, the Pennsylvapia and Ohlo
miners strike of last year. A splendid
struggle with excellent militancy dis-
played. Yet it did not result in a stren-
gthening of the miners positlons, organi-
zatlonally or otherwise. It failed entire-
Iy to unite the Left wing and progresslve
forees In the mine felds. Today there
ia very little of the National Miners un-
lon organlzed in these distrlcts. We ex-
perlenced the Paterson and Lawrence
textile workers atrikes, The party,
through the T. U. U. L. umion hed the
leadership of a sectlon of the workers
in both places. Yet it conducted a airike
policy which resulted In a comparative
gtrengthening of the A, F. of L. forces
and & weakening of the Left wing. FPrac-
tically the same sltuation has resulted
from the recent strike of the New York
needle trades workers, To thig should
be added the fact that the struggle for
the unemployed, despite the very large
demonstrations at the beginniog of the
erizis today, bas narrowed down to &
movement almost exclusively of the con-
seiops vanguard alone.

What I8 the Policy Pursped?

How can such a contradiction be pos-
gible? We witness a splendid response
to the May Day demonstrations organized
by the party while in actual struggles It
fails to really win the working class
confidence and loses ground. The reason
for this must be sought essentially in
the policles and methods the party lead-
ership porsues, It 1z not to be sooght

merely in the question of insuificient
party contacts in the factorles, nor in
the smaller items which are being brought
out in so-called self-criticlsm, Volumin-
ops theses and resolutions have been
written on these guestions withouot, how.
ever, striking at the essentlal Issne. With
a correct policy and a cofrect orienta-
tion these difficulties—although they are
conslderable—eould neverthelesa easlly
be gvercome, What 18 Involved I8 essen.
tially the fallure of an orlentatlon which
will unlte the workers in struggle.

The Important questlon confronting the
Communist Party today is particularly
the one of 5 correct unlted front poliey.
We have no Intentlon at all te proposc
that g unlted front policy 13 a universal
golution for all times and under &il com-
ditlons. On the contrary we think that
the method pursued in the May Day de-
monstrations of a porely formal united
front appearance does not at all serve
the purpose. May Day demonstrations
have become & revolutlonary tradition
and should be so malntained. It would
be far more correct for the party to
conduet these demonstrations In Its own
name, also in the formal sense, and call
upon the working class to give ita sup-
port on that basis, For the participation
i the coming electlona this is more so
the opge, The party has the duty of
prezsenting a Communist program  and
entering Communist candidates and ap-
peal for the working class support to
Communism. Te assume a formal gulse
of a unlted front election activity s
merely to confuse the essentlal Issues
and does not belp In the least

The matter of actual struggles for the
elementary needs of the workers I,
howaver, an entirely different affalr. And
that holds true under politically ad-
vaneed conditlons as well. In Germany
today, the threatening danger of Fasclam
demands imperatively the working class
united front. In the United States today
the econditions of the working class

struggle demands It just as imperatively.

Fres Tom Mooney ! Free Tom Mooney !
shouted tens of thousands of workers In
New York's May Day parde. Free Tom
Moonoy !—with a spirit the rain eould
not dampen. One knew that all over the
United States bundreds of thousands of
his fellow workers were shouting the
same demand with the same splrit. It
was the volee of the class conscious van-
guard, the future troops of the revolu-
tlon, demanding the freedom of the lv.
ing symbol of thelr struggle againat cap-
[taliam. One had only to hear the meas-
peed beat, the desp tone of thelr shouot-
ing to realize how profoundly stirred
they were by the monumental hypoerisy
and bragen impundence of that watch-dog
of ecapltalism, his excellency, the governor
of California, he, who “convinced” him-
self of Mooney's gullt and refused fto
free him.

Free Tom Mooney! It was the e
sponse of the American working class
to the impassioned cry of Mooney him-
gelf agninst this latest insulting verdlcet
of capitalist class fustice. Mooney's let-
ter of April 23 to Relph says clearly that
hiz place s in the ranks of thia van-
guard, in the front rank of the war
against capitalism. Tom Mooney — has
teday grown to be s mighty cak, admit-
tedly too dangerous to be at liberty dar-
ing this desperate economic orisis, be-
cause he symbolizes the onward mareh
of the revolutlonary workers toward a
better clvillzation—"You have continued
in the role of your predecessors in mak-
ing of me o symbol of the cause of labor.
1 accept the high bomor yoo have con-
forred upon me with the greatest of hum-
itity. Mhis serviee 1 will ungrodingly
pender to my class, with the greatest
of devotlon, loyalty and fdelity. I glve
—pladly and willingly—my very life to
the cause of the tollers all over the
world, regardless of race, eolor, creed
or natlonality. I will never cease this
holy struggle until every last instrument
used in this dastardly frame-up 18 com-
pletely lguidated and a classless soclety
will replace what now passes for civill-
gatlon.” This iz revolutionary talk.

Under the elrcumstances, for what bet-
ter mandate to organize the movement
to frees Mooney could Communists ask?
Mooney s ours even in his thinking. Will
wie take his mandate and mobillze the
muaases behind the vanguard? This de-
pends nmow upon the leadership of the
Communist Party.

_—————————————————— 1

Thiz has been amply demonstrated in the
very strikes mentloned above. The build-
ing of a serlons Unemployed Movement
{8 quite incomcelvable without an  ap-
proach to the existing workers organi-
wations for united pressure to obtain the
demands which in reality Involves the
employed and unemployed alike. A ser-
bous movement for the liberation of Tom
Mooney, the Scottsbore boys and all class
war prisners requires thia tactle. And
above all, the defense of the Amerlcan
working class in the present reactionary
onslaughis upon their elementary rights
and conditions demand a definite change
toward emploving the united front tactie
—A. B,

OPPOSITONSTS SLUGGED IN
MINNEAPOLIS ON MAY DAY

By comparison with standards estab.
lished doring the past few years, the
Minneapolis May Day demostration was
a gratifylng event. Without doubt It
was the largeat tornout of workers for
a parade and demonsratlon sinee 1924

The method of assembling the workers
from the differemt smectlons for genéral
mobilization at Bridge Sguare was well

{Continued on page 2)
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Tom Mooney Must

The responsibllity is their's. The rank

and file has alrendy demonstrated its de-
termination to fAght. What is necessary
now s to ebgin withuto delay a scerlous
approach to the whole working class
with the idea of setting them In motlon
for the freedom of Mooney., They must
be approached in  the frst instance
through thelr organizations,

We do oot care how reactionary the
leaders of the reformist organizations
are, the cause of Mooney Is dear to thelr
rank and file. And our mandate glives
us the right to be heard. If for the
nones the shouters of names, the Stalin-

fats, will restrain thelr vocabulary of
eplthets and denunelation, will subatitute
for slander and abuse the simple pro-
posal of & united front of working class
organization on the sole issue of freeing
Mooney, the Communists can and will
guccesd in winnlng the sapport of the
workers. Of the possibilities which this
would open up for the Aght for relief and
for Commuonist Infuence, we need not
speak here.

Mhe Stalinists inslat nowadays  upon
belng assured in advance of the leader-
ship of any movement they enter. For
example this 13 what they proposed to
the Marine Workers' Defense Committes.

Last Friday witnessed another mani-
festation of Capitaliat democracy in this
land of the free and home of the brave,
in one of the saburbs of Chieako, in
Melrose Park, the brave defenders of law
and order opened up a volley of machine
gun fire on a meeting of unarmed, defense-
less unemployed workers who had gath-
ered to protest agalnst police brutality
amd to demand the elementary right of
free speech, of demonstrating in common
against the ravages of the capitallst
eoonomie order which has reduced some
twelve milllon toflers to starvatlon In
the United States alone.

Nine workers were wounded, three of
them serlously. The shooting took place
with the approval and under the com-
mand of the local anthorities of Melroac
Park, known for their intlmate conmec-
tlons to the local industrial nabobs, the
American Can Company. Amoerlean
leglonalres, racketeers and reactloparles
of overy descriptlon partielpated on the
glde of the authorlties. In reporting
the event, even the capitalist press had
to assume an apologetie tone, in  line
with Itz gemeral hypecricy. The Mel-
rose Park Ineident will take §ts ploce

together with the Chicago massacre of

The Police Shootings in Melrose Park

Falling thizs they make every attempt to
smash the movement. They smashed
the Mooney conferencea in Staunton and
Relleville, Illinois last winter because
they could not slander their way into the
leadership, In Minoeapolls and St Louis
—=the same SLOTY.

Mooney has almost guaranteed that
the Comesuniata shall lead the movement
for his freedom. What are the Stalin-
ists waiting for? Do they want personal

—

Be Freed!

appointments written on the stationery
af the Comintern and witnessed by &
notary? What holds them back? What
Imlts them to demonstratlons of the
vanguard and street runa?

They have reached an lmpasse. The
masses, it I3 now clear even to them,
are not their property and do not obey
their beck and eall, They must now go
to the masses in their organizations and
work with them as equals. For this they
have every requislte in  the objective
gsituption and every help from  Mooney.
Tut for this they must throw overboard
thelr fake united front from below and
thelr ldeological weapons of slander and
nbuse,

This turn Is not easlly made. There
are the “counter-revolutiongry” Trotsky-
ites who have been ngitating for this
turn right along. They will lose face
when the party rank and file sees that
the “"ecounteér-revolntlonists" were corpect
after all. DBureaueratic prestige s no
small matter, It iz not to bhe lightly
thrown away.

The party rank and file can resolve this
dilemma It can ralse lts volee through
discussion and resolution, It can and
muzi say that it demands the immedinte
calling of genoine united front confer-
encea of all working class organizations
on the sole 1ssue of fighting for Moones s
froedom.

For its part, the Left Oppositlon will
continue to hammer home this theme.

And when the eonferences are convened,
as In time they muost, we will enter them
to fight with the party rank and Ale for
the freedom of Mooney, for the unlty
of the Communist vaoguard and the ad-
vance of Communlsm.

—T. B.

France After the Parliamentary Elections

The vietory of Herriot's Radieal-So-
clalist party in last Bunda¥'s run-off
elections In France only culminated the
recent trend toward the bourgecls Laft
in that country. ‘The Radical-Soclalists
who, &8 one of the wrlters In the capltal-
ist press so aptly puts It, are nelther
gorinlists mnor radieals, galned some
forty-three seats, risipg from 113 to 1066
The soclalists, the Freneh sectlon of the
Second International received an increase
of twenty-three seats making thelr pre-

gent total in the Chamber of Deputies
125, All the Right wing bourgecls part-
ies lost heavily, especially the party of
Tardien. The Communists retained thelr
12 seats {Two former Communist depuot-
jes in the French parllament had been
expelled from the French party and
that accounts for the false fgure of 10
representatives ascribed to the C. P o
ihe pld house by the bourgesis press.
The acknowledged parliamentary leader
of the Freach Communists, Mareel
Cachin, suffered defeat in g eonstiluency
from which he had been returned to the
Chamber tlme and again for years.

The capitallst press exprésses surprise
that the Freoch moderates should attain
such an advance so shortly after the con-
staunt gnizs of the reactionaries in Ger-
many. DBut there is nothing at all to be
gurprised in all this. The Radical-So-
clalists have not for one moment Comn-
eeflad their intention to uphold the tradl-
tlonal French polley, the unconditional
defense of the treaty gains of the world
war, through which France has obtained
her immoderately oxpanded — wnolitical

domination, in Europe. On the other
hand, the French politicians know full
well that a reactlonary regime in Ger-
meny will be even more dependent upon
Fronch “good will"—because of the In-

last saummer atd the Detrolt murders
of this winter, as a <haracterization of
the desperate methods the rullng  olass
employs against workers who dare (o
voiee thelr discontent with the economic
conditlons It imposesa upon them.

It is by such examplis that the bosses
intend to ecow the hungry upemployed
to abject submission in the face of their

ternal situation sech a regime would
produce in the Relch—than the preseot
Bruening government. Taking all  this
into conslderation, It cosis (he Freoch
bourgeoisie wery Llittle to  provide &
gafety wvalve for the growing dissatis-
factlon of the masses languishing under
the rapidly progressing economic erlals—
In this sclf-same Radieal-Bociallst party.

Deapite the elesction trick of Tardiew
—the attempt to utilize the assassination
of President Doumer by & White Guard
Rusaian for the purpose of creating a
wave of reaction through misrepresent-
ing the assassin as an “agent of the
Comintern”—the “cound reasening” of the
republican bourgeslsle prevalled in  the

elections. Herriot and hias followers are
preparing to take the helm. Their position,
s a result of last Sunday’s poll iz so

tsrong that they are not directly ‘obliged
to any of the other parties for sapport.
Maturally, the leaders of the soclalist

party, greedy for the ministerinl chalrs,
are making all sorts of overtures to the
vietops. But, from indleations im the
press, it appears that the latfer are
more inelined to bargain with the Centré

parties, allegedly for the purose of avoid-
ing any serlous repercussion on  the
Hourse that might resalt from the con-
atitution of a “Left"™ cabinet. Painlewvi,
the - Herrlot men’s choice to  soeceed
Doumer in the presidency according 1o
the Intest newspapeér reports has with-
drawn in favor of Lebrun, the candidate
of the Centre-Right, so as to “maintain
national unity and the contlpnuity made
necessary by the President's death™, If
this report is troe then a definlte frend
toward collaboration bebween the ehse-
tlon victors and Tardiea 15 In order,

The results, ln so far as the Comman-
lzts are concerned, are Dot yvery encour-
aging,. The French party has barely
besn able to hold itz own, at a time
when increased unemployment, wage re-
ductiong and general poverty aweep the
countey. Heports are still forthcoming
as Lo how the party carrled oo its elec-
tion campaign, but judging from the re-
sults, It could not have been anything
bt defective. In Franes, which ia coms
menly known to be the hearth of reac
tion in the world today and which also
figures most promimently in all  plots

misery. But these methods have been
tried before. The millions of jobless
and thelr families will not suffer in sil-
ence. They will fight. They are reallz-
ing more and more that the only way
cut for them Is throogh struggle.
Determined and broad actlon for free
speech and against outrages of the Mel.
rose Park typa con be understood a8 A
necessity by all workers. The Commun-
st party, having the interests of the
working ¢loss at heart at all times, sens-
ing its needs at every moment and polnt-
ing out the road to it at each step, must
take the lead in unfokilng such a broad
actlon by penetrating Into every (rade
union, Into every factory, lnote  every
workers organization with a proposal for

brutality and the right of free gpaeech
and assembly for the workera.,

an extensive united front againat police’

and planoed attacks against the Soviet
Unlon, the Importance of influencing the
working class In a revolutlonary diree-
tlon, ls self-apparent. To allow the re-
formista and the bourgesis demagogues
to canallze the resentment of the tolling
masses of Frapee at this time is eapecl-
ally dangerous. The future will bring
far greater tests than the electlons. If
the French Communizts are to be pre-
pared for them, the policy of the party
which is closely bound up with the en-
tire polley of the Comintérn most be e
orlentated accordingly, The results of the
French electlons represent anotbher warn-
ing for the Communista and the revolu-
tioniry workers. They point to the nec-
ezaity we have atressed tlme and agaln,
of resxamining the fundamental prined-
plea, strategy and tactles of ouwr Inter-

national,




