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For a Turnin the Policy of the C.P. G.

BERLIN, GERMANY

ward (s miscakes ls the most important
and surest criterion of the sincerity of
the party and the actual fulfilment of its
dutles to Itz eclass and to the working
masses, To acknowledge o mistake
openly, to lay bare it causes, to gnalyze
throughly the circumstanceés  which
bronght it about, ssandly te test the
mieans for the eradication of mistakes—
these are the characteristics of a siovere
party, this means to fulfll lts dutles, to
traln and fesch the class and then also
the masses", {Lenin, Works, Vol 25,
page 243.)

About 306 milllon votes were cast in
the ran-off clections. From this snmber
Hindenburg received in round flgures
10,350,001, the absolute majority, IHitler,
13,417,008 nnd Thaclmann 3,706,000, Hin-
denburg  succeeded In winning aboat
BD000M) wotes as agalnst the frst election,
Hitler about 2,080,000 while Thaelmann
loat 127600 votes, The 205 million
volers who voted In the first election
for Duestenberg went over in the run-
off election mostly to Hitler,

De KRote Fahne of March 15th wrote
immediately after the elections of March
13th that “the five million Thacimann
votors of March 13th are the most class-
consclons, revolutionary determined part
of the proletariat” The whole party
press eonsidered the vobes  cast  for
Thaelmann “as a clear avowal of revala-
tiomary class struggle”, Doubtless, o
great mumber of votes lost by Thaslmann
in the ron-off elections are to be found
among the abatainers. The results  of
the election in a series of proletarian
districts, however, give a térrifying pie-
ture of the confusion created by the
Stalin-Thaglmann leadership in the Com-
munist ranks of Germany. In Hed
Wedding, in Berlin, Hindenburg received
95,308 (during the firsp electlons 6,843},
Hitler 40,818 (35,851 and Duestenberg
12274). Thaelmann 77,750 (00,603 ).
Blmllar changes from  Thaelmann to
Hitler grcured alzo in Neukoelln, Fried-
richshain and Spandan, where at least
1000 Commuanist volers gave their vobes
in the run-off elections to Hitler. Such
is the plcture In Berlin, In the country
it stands out even in bolder relief, In
the voting district of Lelpelg, Duesten-
berg received on March 13th 36,000 votes.
Thaelmann lost 23,000, Hitlar won G000

lfrvnm the Marxzlan llne. How were the
“The attitude of a politieal party to-|new members trained? On the basis of

In the district of Dresden-Bautzen ; Dues-
tenberg had 77,500 votes. Hiodenberg
won 16,0080, Hitler O20d0, Thuaelmann
lost B5.000. In the dlstrlet  Chemndtz-
Zwickan: Duestonberg had 35,000, Hin-
denburg won 35,000, Hitler 7,000,
Thaelmann lost S0 votes, Similar
and more striking results are to  be
obaerved In Manoheim, Frankfort ©. M.,
Heszen and other districts,

Ilie Rote Fahne cinnot deny the fact
of the swinging over of Communist
vaters to Hitler. It was foreed to ad-
mit it In the ssue of April 12th where
it stnbes that “the attempt of the Hit-
ler and Ilindenburg partles to  break
throngh the Communlst front waa re-
pelled . . . Only & very small number
allowed itself to be misled into casting
its wvotes for one ar the other of the
bourgeols candidates”. What do theso
words mean? They mean nothing else
but that in a time especlally favorable
for a Communlst advance, s Communlst
party atates with satlsfaction that [ts
class enemy, which is doomed by history
to disappearance, has not succesded io
breaking through the Communist front
and that—npevertheless, where it  Jid
suected—the whole question was only of
a small number of Communist hangers-
on. Thia the bankrupt party  bureau-
erney writes at g time when the Come
munist Parly of Germany could day In
and day out have made inroads inte the
reformist and petty-bourgeois campa,

How could matters go so far, however,
that Communist voters glve thelr votes
to Hindenberg and even to Hitler? Ware
the party comrades in the shops and em-
Ployment exchanges then really fully
armed agalnst the theory of the “lesser
evil” of the 8. P. G.7 They reproached
the 5. F. G. workers as being for Hin-
denbarg and therefore also for the re-
action. This was correct. But this
argument could not carry great welght
since the leadership of Thaelmann
plunged the party lnte the polley of “re-
ferendums" together with  the Nazis.
The 8. P. G. workers replied to  them:
Well, if you, Communists, carried through
together with Iitler the referendum in
Frussln against Severing-Braun and are
naw purauving the same policy in Bazony
and Oldenburg, why ean't we come out
againgt Hitler with Severing-Braun? If
for you Hitler is the “leaser evil™ then
Hindonborg can be the same for ua!

In this way the party bureaucrncy has
robbed the party comrades of the possl-
bility of convincing the 5. P. G. work-
ers, The theory of the “lesser ovil® can
celebrate victory doe to the help remder-
gd it by the Thaelmann leadorship,

How could Hitler obtain  Communist
votea? One must not forget for a mo-
ment that the majorlty of the party
membera consist now of new membera
recruited between the years 1930-31-32,
These youthfol elements naturally lack-
o Marxian frainiog apd Marxian feadi-
tions. It was the doty of the Commun-
ist party to supplement what was lacking
through strogele and  training ‘This
copld not happen becauss the policy of
the party, particularly durlng these

¥ears, 18 a whole chaln of back-sliding! the leadership of the

the people’s revolution, on the basis of
programs for national and social libera-
tion, on the basis that the 8 P. G. 18
aow the maln enemy, an fhe bazig of
“legnve the trade-unions” (R. T, U. O.
polley), on the basis of common refer-
endums with the Nazis, on a rejection of
ihe United Fronot with the 8 P, G. and
gther worker's organizations. Is it

any wonder then thaf a number of the
yvouthful strata of the proletariat so
teadined should, out of despair over the
failures of the party, give ita votes Lo
the class enemy in order to *cut the koot
faster”? Are the party members of
Magdeburg to blame who declared in a
party conference that they had voted for
Hitler in order to hasten the decisions,
gince Remmele hoad stoted “after the
Fasciats, we come”? Thele action i85 a

product of the criminal poliey which the
present party leadership puorsues, Not
they are to blame but rather those very
Staliniat theoretlclans who confuse the
Communist ranks, Is it oot Irightful
when the Yorwaerts, the organ of the
party of organlzed betrayal of the In-
terests of the proletaciat, davea to write
on the 11th of March of the “betrayal
of the . P, @"! Not the “counter-
revolutionary” Trostkyists supply the
8. P. . leaders with arguments but
golely and alone the present Thaclmann
leadarship,

The Fasclst danger is great but  the
proletariat is not yet beaten, The recent
demonstrations in the country, and es-
pecially in Berlin, show an upsurge of
the Berlin proletariat not witnessed In
many yesrs, The Communist demonstra-
tlon as well as that of the “Iron Front”
filled the Lustgarten and the neighboring
atrects. Contrarwize, the demonstration
of the Nazls was wvery small, That
means that the proletariat is absolutely
clear that the decision between them and
the Fascists will be earrvled ont into the

strects,  Slgnificant of the demonstration

of the “Iron Front” wos the fact that

the & I’ G. speakers were applauded
only when they spoke of the extra-pee-
lpmentary struggle against Fasclam,
Thelr speeches on the republic and the
Welmar constitution were listened to in
gllenee by the demonstrators. The fact
that the Relchsbanmer workers no long-
er, as formerly, withdraw before the
Fascists  but instead, actually defend
themaelves against them, shows that they
are prépared against the will of their
lepders to fight on the strécts,

Theas heartening tidings the Thael-
monn leaderahip does not know how to
s, Instead of the constant prattling
that Severing is a “social - Fascist” and
of wriling in several passages of the
ediotrial In the Roie Fahne of Apcil Tth
that “Severing cannot prohiblt the 8. Al
{Fasclst Storm IMvislons)” it s the
task of the party (o use Bevering's “ac-
tionsg™ for the purposes of the revolution,
The fact that the Fascists are ready to
go a0 far as to poison the water-supply
in the prolefarian quarters by menns of
aniling dyes in order to come to power—
as the decuments from Wiesbaden testify
should have served as the gecasion for
the party to carry through a decisive
turn in the united front question. Here
the possibility was glven for the ap-
proach to the B, P. G. and to the trade-
unions for the purpese of establishing
the “clags front of the proletariat™.
What a tremendons Imprésslon—just im-
aglne—would this united march of the
Berlin proletariat have made on the hour-
geols angd the Paseisst. Buch an outpour-
ing would have filled three Lustgartens
—a million Berlin workers on the
sireets,

And now In the Prossian elections it
iz not & question of normal parliamentary
electlonz.  Mueh more is involved! The
policy of legalism of the Fascists §a to
come to a definite econclusion with this.
They nre still afrald of an open confict
with the working class although the
workers are not yet fused into a united
front. The conquest of the state appar-
alus in Prussia by legal means is to

serve them as the necessary condition

A sharp dividing ling marks off the
period of the growth and progress of
fta decline and opportunist degeneration
under  the regime of Stalin-Zinoviev-
Bucharle, This line is drawn by the rev.
olutionary events in Germany towards
the end of 1923 and the disputes that
arose ilp the Russinn party and the In-
ternotional around the lessona to  be
drawn from them. Just as the Bolshevik
party grew steél-hard in the study of
the 1908 revolution and the refutation of
the Menshevik conception of its pature
and problems, so Bolshevlsm today can
be strengthened only in the study—not
merely of the sucecessful October rev-
alution of 1917, but also of the defented
revoliutions in Germany of 1923 and in
China of 1025-1027. It 18 to an appraisal
of the missed revolution in 1923 that
comrade Trotsky devoted himself in his
fomons work “The Lessons of October™,

The German Sitpation in 1923

The wtumn of 1923 found Germany
eonfronted with a revolotionary situa-
tlon of the highest order, The country
was passlng through a vlolent erlsls,
greqafly  accentoated by the French oc-
cigpation of the Rubr which threatened
to give Europe the acute war sizpect that
the Versailles Treaty was supposed to
have ended. Net only were the massea
of the workers expressing their mood by
Mecking to the standard of the Com-
munist pariy—which was then reaching
the highest point It has ever attnined—
bk even the petty bourgeoizie, disinte-
grating. declas=ed and impoverished was
beig: rallied in groat numbers to the
organizing eenter of the wevolution. The
patlonalists and Fascists had by no
means the scope and power which they
enjoy @t tho present moment, for ex-
ample, and the main bulwark of the
capltalist regima, the social demoeracy,
whaa experiencing a process of disinte-
gration and dislecation to the Left.

Every day brought inereasing diffi-
culties for the bourgeoisle desperately
seeking for o way out of lts crisis. Ev.

ery day brought new aceretions of
strength to the Communists. The wide-
aprend network of factory councils was
in the hands of the revolutioniste. Every
important factory had its militant “pro-
letarlsche Hunderschaften®, the well-knit
nucleus for tomorrow's Hed Guard. In
Saxony and Thuringla, coalitlon govern.
ments had been formed by the “Left”
soclal democrata and the Commuanizts
which, deapite the radically false policies
puraned in them by the Communist min-
isters, gave an index of the tremendons
strength comnranded by the party. S0

ripe was the situation that, as Teotaky
says, “it became qulte olear that the
German bourgeoisle could extricate itself
from this ‘Inextricable’ positlon only If
the Communist party did not understand
at the right time that the position of the
bourgesisic was “inextricable’ and did)
not draw the necessary revolutlonary
coneluslons,™

The tragle outcome of the German
revolution of 1022 was doe, however,
procisely to the fact that the German
party leadership, and mora than thiat,

| were at fault but would serve as &

Communist In-

for the suecessful onteoma of thelr extra-
parliamentary struggle for power. It is
not the tosk of the Communlsts to sup-
port the Braop-Severing Government
against the Fasclsts, that {8 clear. Still
leas i i the task of the Communists to
support the Fascists, to make easier thelr
road to power, The problem of the
party now is to place itsell in the fore-
front of the struggle against Fasclam.

Lenin demanded of a Communist party
the re-examination of ks policles, the
apen ackbowledgement of ifts  mistakes,
This muat take place now, re-examina-
tion of the whole polley of recent years,
acknowledgment before the working class
of mistakes made. ‘Torn towards the &
. & workeras and trode-unioni®gis, serap
the national-Bolshevik theoriea,—a uni-
ted fromt with the 5 P, 0. and the free
trode wnlons. It musat not happen as
Intely in Hamburg that the Reichabanner
workers attacked by Fasciztz refused the
akl of Communists with the words:
“You are exactly lke the Fascists",
Stop all referendums together with the
Fazclsts. This makes the gulf between

the 8 P. G. and C. P. . workers only
greater,

The comrades of Charlottenburg-Berlin
bBave voled lo four of the party units
with 85 votes to 15, agalnst the thegry
of “sociul Fascism", Thig is a tremen-
dous step forward in view of the con-

ditiona within the party. All  worker
Communists must follow this example.

Tear isto tatters the “general line" of
the policy of defeat put forward by the
party buresucrsey!  Demand internsl
party burcaucracy! Set everything into
motion for a turn in the paty policy!
Demand the extra-ordinary party con-
greas! Without a thorough reform  of

the party no veltory over Fascism, no
struggle for the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat is possible, Only in the way of
Lenin—by an open change of policy be-
fore the whole class, by taking into ac-
count the currents among the masses,
by pushing them forward with a correct
policy—only in this way is the victory
of the proletariat conceivable,
—PERMANENTE REVOLUTION
(April 15, 16a42)

termutional, did not understand what It
should have, and, by itz capitulation with-
ont a struggle, enabled the German bour-
cpalsle toe get  that breathing aspace
which, with subseguent aid from the
United States in the form of the Dawes
Plan, was the direct precursor of the
gocalled stabilization of BEorope and the
decline of the revolutionary wave.

In the face of itz imperative tasks,
with all the chances in ita favor, when
the moment came bo strike ihe German
party leadership simply quit the fleld of
battle, permitted the armed intervention
of the reactlonary troops without offer-
ing resistance, and surrendered its posi-
tions withont firing a shot. Only In
Humburg did herole rear-goard street
battles take place as a result of the
failore of the Central Committes o ar-
rive in time with the instructlons chang-
ing the plun of battle previously arrived
at.

How was it posaible for such a situa-
tion to develop, with all the disastroas
consequences which it subsequently en-
tailed? The then leaders of the Inter-
national, Zinovier, Bucharin and Stalin,
explained the whole thing away with a
deceptive simplicity : Brandler and Thal-
heimer, the hends of the German party,
were (o Blame. The whole trouble lay,
you see, in the fact that they had played
a  “parllamentary  comeds™ in the
coplition government in 8erxony and had
failed to strike the declsive blow at the
right time. Hof, added the Russian
trinity, {and In this they were echoed
by Brandler and Thalheimer), the rev-
olutlonary altuation s still  abead! A
mistake has been made which we will
enzily and swiftly repair by putting the
“"Left™ foctlon at the head of the party
nbd removing Brandler and Thaelhelmer.
With a “Rolshevik" leaderahip and the
revoplutionary situation still at hand, the
whole mistake will be made good and,
Incidentally, our wisdom and prestige
will not only remain unimpaired bot will
be greatly enhanced In the minds of the
party members,

In ather words, the “art” of thelr lead-

ership consisted exelusively of learning
nothing from the events, of teaching
tidthing about thele esscntinl lessons, of
finding & seapegont upon whom the blame
for the difficulties might be shitfed, and
of preserving intact the myth of burean-
eratic infallibility.

The Russian Opposition, in the Agure
of comrade Trotsky, proceeded from on|
entirely different standpoint. It aimed
at such an objective analysis of thel
eventa, at such an extractlon of the
lessons presented by the defeat, as|
would not only reveal who and what

source of instroction to those Communist
partles which still had before them the

final struoggle for the selzure of Dower.

This aim was brilliantly achleved In
“The Lessona of October”,

The eszence of this document les In
n mmsterful eomparison of the problems
confronting the Rolshevik party on the
eve of ite Insurrection and how it solved

them successfully and resolotely, with

GERMAN

While the editorials of the Permanente
Revolation permit the foreign comrades
to get w godd view of the fundamental
lines of development ln Germany, we
should like to sapplement them with the
following few character sketches, o as
to lemd concreteness to the picture,

Minister of the Interior Groener

The most typical and the most promin-
ent representative of the present method
of demination of the German bourgeolsie
is undoubtedly this Suablun general who
ponceals beneath his demonstrative muftl
the good old Prussian warrior heart.
The head of the government, the Catholle
HEruening, remaina In the background, in
ling with the very best Jesult fraditions,
It ls preferable for them to have the
General act ug the symbol of the success-
¢s, and in the last analysis, of the fail-
urés of the reglme of emergency de
crecd, The German bourgeolsie—which
iz still attempting to weer in il course
betweesn Fasclam and democracy and Is
therefore forced, as never before, to con-
duct o polley of negotintions, of betray-
als, of masked brutality—conld oot have
found s better representative than this
imperial general whe was elastle coough,
on the doy of the collapse of the Em-
pire, to save himself through an imme-
digte and determined collaboratlon with
the people whom he only yesterday had
oilled traitors to the country, with the
actual traltors to thelr class, with Ebért,
Schaidemann and Co,

The policy which General and Minister
af the Interlor Groener carried oot in the
14 days that Intecvened botween the first
and second ballots of the presldentlal
elections, permits one to get a goomd grasp
of the present @ well o of the futore
orientation of the German bourgealsle,
In these weeks there took  place  the
“gonsationsl exposures” of Beverlng re-
garding the putschist plans of the Nazis,
Groener, who I3 still in  power—today,
perhaps together with the social dem-
oerats amd tomorrow most certainly, to-
gether with the Naziz ia doing everything
to discredit amd to cow his falthful so-
clal democrata. Coolly smillng, he de-
clared that these plans had alse boeen

the problems confronting the German and
Bulgarian party leaders on the eve of
their insurrections and how they failed
to smolve them with elther resolation or
succesd. An excellant summary of the
key points in this work was made sub-
geqquently by comrade Trotsky himaself.

“he ldeas set ot by me in the “Les-
sons of Oetober” retaln thelr full strength
cven now. Yea, evéen morte, they recelve
confirmation over and over agaln after
1024,

“among the numercus difficulties in a
proletarinn revolution there s a parti-
cular, definite, specific difficulty. It
prises out of the position and tasks of
revolutionary party leadership. Even the
meat revolutionary parties run the risk
of confronting the events, slogan and
mensures of struggle of yesterday that
are being sharply precipitated, with the
new tasks and reguirements, And there
cannot, after all, be a sharper turn of
events than that required by the armed
uprising. It is right here that the dan-
ger also arlses that the policy of the
party leadership apd the party in gon-
eral does not correspond to the action of
the ¢lasa and the requiremepts of the
situation, During a relatively tranguil
courge of political life, soch & contra-
diction ecan be stralghtened out, even
though with losses, yvet withoot a cotas.
trophe. But in a period of violent erisis,
it iz precizely time that iz lacking to
eliminate this contradiction and to oe-
dresa the front, so to speak, uwnder fire.
The perlods of the higheat accentuation
of @ revolutionary erisis are by their
very nawvure always ooly brief. This
contradictlon between a revolutionary
loadership (vacillations, a temporizing
attitode despite the assault of the bopr-
geolsie) and the objectlve situation, cam
lead in the course of a few weeks and
even days to o catastrophe and to &
loss of what took years of work to
peepare. . . .

. e« {In Germany) the situation
wag ripe and the leadership lagged be-
hind. By the time thizs contradiction
wis sbraightensd out, the slination had
already changed, the masses peceded and
the relationship of forces became fun-
damentally worae.

“The German defeat of 1923 naturally
had many national peculiaritics. But Ik
already contailned many typleal features,
also, which sigoalized a genéral danger.
This danger can be characterized as the
eriglzs of the revolutionary leadership on
the eve of the tramsitlon to armed up-
rising. The depths of a proletarian party
aré already by their very natore far less
susceptible to bourgeols public opinlon.
Cortain elements of the party leader-
ghip and the middle layers of the party
will always unfailingly succumb in larger
or smiller measure to the material and
ideologleal terror of  the bourgeoisle.

Such a danger should not simply be res-
jected. To be sure there ls po remedy
ngainst it sultable for all cases, MNever-
theless the fArst step towards fighting It
—la to grasp ltas nature and It source.
The unfalling appestance or develop-
ment of Right grouplogs in all the Com-

munist parties in the ‘pre-October” per-
jod iz on the one hand a result of the
greatest objective difficaities and dangers
af this ‘jump’ but on the other hand
the resnlt of a furious assault of Dour-
geols public opinion, There alse lies the
whole import of the Right groupings.
And timt ia just why Irresolution mod
vacillations arise unfailingly in the
Communist parties at the moment when
it las most dangerous. With us, only &
minority within the party teadership was
golzed by such vacillations in 1917, which
were, however, overcome, thanks to the
gharp cnergy of Lenin. In Germany, ob
the contrary, the leadership as a whole
vacillated and that was earried over to
the party and through it to the closs.
The revolutlonary situation was thereby
passed uwp . . . All these were not of
eourse the last crises of leadership in
a decisive historical moment, To Hmit
these inevitable crises to o minimum 8
one of the most important tasks of the

Communist parties and the Comintern,
Thia ean be nehieved only when the ex-
perfences of October 1917 and the poll-
Henl content of the Right Opposition in-
fde opur party at that time are graspead
and contrasted with the experiences of
the German party in 1923, Therein les

FFl

the purport of the ‘Lessons of Oetober'.

The publication of this work at the be-
ginning of 1024 aroused a terrific storm
in the ranks of the Russian party biae-
eaucracy. The vlals of wrath of the rul.
ing cligue were poured out to the last
drop upon Trotsky's head, What &Zio-
oviey, Rykov, Stalin and Co. weTe con-
ecerned with was not so much the Marx-
ian criticism to which Trotsky submit-

ted the conduct of the German party
leaders, but the fact that In drawing his
striking apalogy with the 1917 insurrec-
pion in HKossia, Trotsky had revealed
that wvacillatlons and eapitulatory ten-
dencles similar to Brandler's had existed
fo the very highest spheres of the Bol-
shevik party.

The bureancrat and the opportunist
Hye from band te mooth, and, just as
they refuse to see or hear, they dislike
to leok backward, of to have thelr own
pasts spoken of and analyeed. Add  to
thias the fact that the cliques which was
thep buslly cogaged In usurping  the
control of the party was doing it by
attempting to revise the truthful recosd
of the October insurrectlon, and by un-
loading all responsibility for the German
defeat, and you have the reasons for the
furiops assault which they promptly
lannched against Trotaky and the Op-
poaitlon,

{To be continued)

—MAX SHACHTMAN,

SPECIAL ATTENTION

If vou have one or more coples of the
paper edition of the “Draft Program of
the Communist International-—A Critic-
ism of Fundamentals”™ which you can
ppare, send It at once to Ploneer Pub-
lishers and we will relmburse you for
it. We need twenty-0ve coplea to make
up the 100 for the bound volumes of all
the pamphlets,

SKETCHES

made known to him, but that they had
not particularly excited him. e nego-
tiated with the Nazis in their complaints
sgolnst Severing, although he has always
very glibly referred to them as  people
guilty of high tresson, He openly hand-
ed o rebulf o the representatve of Bev-
erlng before the state courl. IHe nego-
tiated with the Brunswick Nazi govern-
ment and has, without belng In any way
contradicted, assured them of his accord
with their poliey, e did oot take the
sllghtest measures against the so-called
crown prinee, who aceording to ancient
Hohenzollern custom, broke his  “word
of honor” regarding bls mon-participation
in peelitics and who openly agitated with
adventures hove left him, for the elec-
the feeble means which his very intense
tion of Hitler.

Only after Groener had been prafsed a
short fow wecks ago as a hearth of dem-
oeracy by the social democrats and only
after he had undertaken ail these mens
#ures to steengthen Hitler and to weaken
the soclal democrpcy, when he had al
ready been able to get the resalts of the
second ballot—{for Groener 3 o very cau-
tlous gentleman—only then did he pro-
ced o “prolibit” Hitler's private army,
the SBtorm Divisions (3. A. Sturm Abtel-
lungenl.

We must not nurture foo many Llla-
slons over this “prohibition”. It took
place days after the Nawis kad been in-
formed about everything, that iz, after
they had safely been able to bring every-
thing that was of any value for them in
this military apparatus—anderground.
Sinece their party apparatus ean continue
to functlon legally, the proscription has
not wietkened the Nozis in the least, as
the inereased tervorlstic acts against
personz, bulldings, mectings within the
last few deys indisputably prove. Aside
fromm this, the act of Groener has oned
more glven them the hale of the only
honest fighters against the present ays-
tem in the #yes of many among the un-
employed and in this manner, they have
recelved conzlderable ald for thelr cam-
palge i the Prussion elections. On the
other hand, it has enabled IHitler to ebd
himsalf of the organizational influenes
of dizsatizfied and unreliable elements
who were concentrated precizely in these
dtorm Divisions, It may alse be assum-
ed that the proscription will disappear
shortly after the Prussian elections.

The 5. P. G, has likewise been sireng-
thened considerably in lts electlon cam-
palgn through this act, especially in so
far as the C. P. G, s concerned. Dut
the B, I has pald dearly enough for
this advantage, The real price they have
pald 15 mnot yet known, but we can al-
ready hear today, that it will “voluntar-
ily"” diszolve itz Relehsbanmer, The Aus-
trlan game with “general disarmament™
Is being repeated. WWhile the Fascists
will within a short time be in a posl-
tion to reconstroct their armed divislons,
the reformist organizations will  stand
at the end of this whole comedy, disor-
ganized and with emply hands,

MThese are the undisputed and lasting
resilis of the apparently contradictory,
glamorous policy of Groener, treacher-
ous in evers respect agalnst all parties
involved,

Berlin, April 17, 1832
—BAUER.
Other sketches will appear in the
forthcoming lssues of The Militant.

Stalin - Lovestone Parleys

(Contined from page 1)
the Russian party bloe? That would
mean the end of Stalin" (This is what
Lovestone told us. [ don't know whether
it 1s 8o, or not},

The . I. man then told Lovestone to
send n leter to the Polécom of the party
making his proposition for unity, This
latter was sent. Weinstone forwardied
a capy of the letter bto Aoscow  and
negotintions were suspended for a while
until the return of the party delegation
then in Moscow,

When the delegation—Browder, Btachel
and Wick#—returned, th & negotiations
were resumed, “Then", sald Lovestons,
“the party approached us for another
conference”.  Gitlow represented our
group this time, The party representa-
tive was Stachel. Stachel assared Gli-
low that “the whole trade unlon policy
would be revized gradually®™,

Zitlow said the group sotod om  the
bazls of the letter sent to the party.
Stachel sald he would report the Inter-
vie wto the Poleom and that an angwer
would be forthcoming. Up to Tuesday
night the answer had not been recelved.

—B.

(Comment on the above letters will

ke found on page 4)
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