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* o and the Right to Strike

gection G0 of the Criminal Code dauh?
with the right to sirike in thess uermuh;
“No prosecution ghall ba maintainab
angainst any persen for conspiracy in Ié-
tusing to work with or for aoy employer
or workman o for deiog any act m:
cuusing any act to be done for tha pur
of a combination unless guch net
is punishable by statute,”  Thus th-:
trade unions in Canada ane rc]iavﬂdl o
the incidence of consplracy to a Very
limited extent. For, unfortunately for
the trade unionist, nearly @very fppie-
tant act “done for the purpose of a com-
plpation” in the course of g strike la
spupizhable by gtatute.” The definition
of a “tende combination™” ln the Code
restricta it to the workers in the direct
employment of the employer lnvolved In
the dispate. Picketing is u'l.l]lil!hﬂl::]:l] by
statute as “watching and besetting. Th:a:
strike of workers in “public utillties
before invoking the conciliatory provl-
glons of the *“Industrial Disputes lnves-
tigation Act” iz an indictable offence. A
sympathetic strike may therefors become
g wholesale violation of statutory pros
hibitlons, and on top of that, a seditious
riacy.
o= Sympathetic Strike Illegal
The case of the King versus Hussell
grew out of the Winnipeg General Strike
of May 1919, The leaders were arrested
and charged with seditlous consplracy.
In their defence it was urged that the
gtrike Wwas the lawful act of a trade com:
bination under sectlon 580, But the
Manitoba Court of Appeal ruled that:
wphe immunity provided by gection G
of the (Criminal) Code does not extend
to & pendral sgympathetie” strike. A
consplracy to bring about & strike lnvolv-
ing no trade dispute between the strikers
and thelr employers 1s illegal. The law
in Canada applylng thereto is the same
as it was in England before the Trades
Dispute Act of 1906, to which l.hnreuln o
glmilar enactment in Canada . . .

Following the Winnipeg strike, the
Trades and Labor Congress proposed that
the government amend the definition of a
“rade combination” by adding the words
of the English Act (1804) “workmen
means all persons employed In any trade
or industry whether or not In the em-
ployment of the employer directly or in-
volved in a trade agreement”. The mem-
orandum of the Department of Justice
was an illuminating reply wherein it was
solemnly stated “as a principle of the
common law . . . that a comblnation of
persons to do an unlawfol act or 1o do
a lawful act by unlawful means, is crim-
inal, and it is moreover actlonable civ-
{ily, if there be special damage. Com-
patible with this rule a aympathetic
gtrike cannot practically be worked.™

In other words, trade unions, which,
finding the craft form utterly inadequate
in the strugele with capltalist consollda-
tions would parallel the latter by induos-
trigl unions, federations and alllances,
are lable o be charged with conapiracy,
if they engage in militant aetlon in sup-
port of thelr members working Ina given
ghop for & given employer. HRuot that is
not all Only a strike growing out of
a trade dispute within these narrow lim.
fts 12 “legal”. A strike for any political
purpose, for the release of class-war pri-
goners, againgt the transport of mool-
tions, against intervention In the affairs
of the Soviet Unlon, for soecial insurance,
ete, would all be held illegal consplr-
acles, As to whether they can be “prac-
tically worked”, if the Department
of Justice lives long encugh it will yet
learn many things contrary to statutery
provision,

The vulnerability of the trade unlons
to prosecution for illegal conepiracy has
become more acute by virtue of the op-
eratlon of Section 98 of the Criminal
Code (Its starting point was an order-in-
council issued under the War-measures
Act).

The section In question reads as fol-
lowrs

"“B8. TUnlawful associations. Any as-
ppclatbon, organilezation, soclety or corp-
ofilion, whose professed porposs or ong
of whose purposes 1a to bring about any
govermnmental, indusirial or economiec
change within Canada by use of forece,
violemes, or physical injury to person or
property, or by threats of such injury
or which teaches, advocates, advises or
defenda the use of force, violence, terror-
ism, or ph¥slcal Injury to person or pro-
perty, or threats of such injury, in order
to accomplish such change, or for any
other purpose or which shall by apy
means prosecute or pursue guch purpose

or professed purpose, oF ghill so teach,
advocate, or defend, shall be an nnlaw-
tion.”

m;)has::ﬂ::“ the neighborly uunjunr.l:ilun of
the words “foroe” amd "terrnrlsz:'u with
sipdustrial or eéconomic Cchange . Dioes
it pequire an undog gireteh of lmagina-
tion to concelve that in the electrle atmo-
shere of any considerable vppade Jdis-
pute” the word “force” may be construed
fo embrace forms even of slight moral
pressure? Thas in his charge to the
jury Judge Metealf in The Hing versus
Russell declared that spometime it has
a deterring effect upo peoples’ minds by
axposing them to have thelr mnr.inT
watched and to encounter black lmk_n

The same judge, commenting on gection
122 of the Criminal Code which defines
sgeditlous words" as “words l}':prt:ﬂiua
a seditions intention”, added that “sedi-
tion ls & comprehensive Lerm embracing

ull those proctices whether, tﬁk lwnr:::
iting which are ely
deed, or writing R+

disturb the tranguility of the Brate,
io lead lgnorant persons to endepvor L0
gubvert the government and the laws of
the Empire”. The statement of objects
not only of a union which subscribes to
a socialist aim which as the abolitlon of
the wage-system, but even of an organi-
gation which adheres to the tﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬂm’l""
slogun “a falr day's pay for a fair days
work” may in the course of any dispute
of consequence become “words, deeds, or
writlngs, lkely to disturb the tramguil-
ity" of the cmploying class, their pelice
their courts.

mmPImkaﬂng is a Crime and a Tort

The right to strike, if at all effectual,
miust carry with it the corollary right to
organize the unorganized and persuade
them to join the strike. In thiz connec-
tion, Sectlon H01 of the Code makes it
an indictable offence for anyone WwWho
swrongfully and without lawful author-
tlt;,-, with a vlew to compel any other
person to abstain from dolng anything
which he has a lawful right to do, or to
do anything from which he has a lawial
right to abstain . . . (f) besets or watch-
oa the house or other place where such
other person resides or worhs or carries
on business or happens to be”, If, more-
over, the “watching and besetting” am-
sunts to a common-aw nuisapce, it 18
within the prohibition of the statute
{Seetlon 221) as “an unlawful et oF
omisslon to discharge a legal duty, which
act or omisslon endangers the lves,
health, property or comfort of the public,
or by which the public are obstructed in
the exercise or enjoyment of any right
commonn to all his Majesty's subjects™.
Rennes versus The King, a declslon of
the Supreme Court of Canada practically
decided that “peaceful picketing was
witheut Iegal sanctlon, there being #o
leglsiation in Canada corresponding to
Saction 2, subsection of the British
Trades Dispute Act of 1008."

As a “common-law nulsance”, pleket-
ing is subject to be restricted by injunc-
tion, In Canada Paper vi. Brown, the
court declared that “our Criminal Code
fully reorganizes the right of a man to
carry on his business without interfar-
ence, let, or hindrance” Occaslonally a
court has aald “Government by injune-
tlon 1s a thing albborrest to the law of
England and of this province™ Huot ab-
horrent or not, the number of injunctions
that issue to broak strikes s on the in.
CrERse,

“Incitement to Breach of Contraet”

In the Dominlon, the unlons are sub-
ject to the doctrine of the courts that
“for a pumber of persons to combine to-
gether to procure others to break cob-
tracts is unlawful, and if such others
are induced to break and Jdo break, their
contracts, this constitutes an actionable
wrotg” and the upnions will be mulcted
in heavy damages”. It i cold ecomfort
for the trade unlon militant that the law
on this subject is in a state of “chaotic
uncertainty” and that many of the noble
and learned law lords have confessed
themselves baffled to draw a definite line
between “‘acts whose real purpose Is to
advance the defemndants’ ioterests  and
acts whose -real purpose i3 to Injure the
plaintiff in his teade” ‘The Britlsh Act
of 160, as an aftermath of the famoos
Taff-Vale Judgment, and as & result of
political pressure, provlded that “an act
done by & person in contemplation of a
trode dispute ahmll not be acthonable on
the ground only that it induces some
other person to break & contract of em.
ployment, or that I 13 an Interference
with the trade, business, or employment
of aeme other person . . ," A forther
provision st that time relieved the unions
of liabllity wnder the dectrine of “clvil
conspiracy,”

The Crlming]l Code further makes cer-
tain statutory breaches of econtract In-
dictable offences, The worker eonpected
with the supply of power, light, gas,
water, or rallroads who “wilfully breaks
any contract made by him" ete, that is
who may desire to strike without the
preliminaries of notice, negatiation, or
“concillation” is subject to fine or im-
prizsonment,

III.

This bare outline of the legal vuloer-
ability of the trade unlons in the Demin-
lon, should ilndieate how fatal on their
part would be a policy of “neatrality™,
of Indifferently passing by, lke the Bib-
lleal Levite, on the other aide of the
road, whils the Government®is throttling
the revolutionary vanguard. The Trades
Dongress officialdom bas on several oe-
caglons, under rank and file pressure,
mde “representations™ to the govern-
ment, for the repeal or “amendment”™ of
the obnoxlpus sections of the Code. Buat
something more I8 required than a legal
brief, read to a ecablnet miniater by a
bureaucrat deputation. Whatever conces-
gions have been wrung from the caplital-
lat class in the past have been along
the way of mass struggle and polltical
action, Unfons which abandon thelr
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militant functions for defemsive or of-
fensive purposes, Invite legpal and gov-
ernmental strangulation at the hands of
a capitalist elaza which in the epoch of
imperialism can less than ever afford
to vield concessions from sheer “liber-
allsm".

The desp-going economic erisls must
work @ molecular redicallzation in the
ranks of “organized labor™, The Com-
munists should throw overboard the
gelf-atultifying Stalinlst approach to the
old unlons ns “secial Faseist”. That pols
ey has only succeeded in wreaking the

ITAN

point of militant support o the mass
organizations was necessary in defence
of party legality. At that, despite the
defeatist attitude to work in the reac-
tionary anbons, dogens of the most con-
servative locals and Trade Councils ad-
opted  the reselution circolated for the
repeal of Section 98. The past has show-
o, proved, that where the charters of the
A, F. of L. run up against the iron exig-
encies which Impel the masses to action,
such charters have the worth of a treaty
guaranteelng Belgian newtrality.

havee of isolation, at a time when every
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Press Drive Under

Although figures for the fArst week
of the final month of the deive Are oot
complete s We g0 Lo press { Thursday }
we are able, on the basis of preliminary
reports, to say that the drive has open-
ed very encouragingly with 10RO Lo
wards our goal realized in less than &
week., Our comrades and sympathizers
all over the ecountry are beginning 10
respond to our appeal for their assistance
in making this drive a suceess. A com-
rade from Los Angeles writes, in re
newing his subscription: “Just a Tew
words about The Militant from an old
party member. In the literature of the
official party press of this country, each
number of The Militant 1z like an in-
vigorating breeze over a ptagnant pool.
Though disggrecing with the party on &
number of questions The Milltant 1s
blasting ite way to the hearts and minds
of many party members and sympath-
izrers by Introducing healthy discns-
glong among the radical workera.”

Another comrede, from  Chicago,
writes: “Just a few minutes after read-
ing the appeal for funds in The Mili
tant [ found the emclosed bill being
wafted in the breeze down Michigan
Honlevard, The Chicage branch gets
ecredit for this I understand.” You bet!

Against our goal of $1,000, we have
already realized §100. This Is due prin.
cipally to the splendid showing made
by the New York and Mioneapolis
branches, The guotas and resulis which
we glve below tell a story more eloquent
than waords,

New York ......c.o.. 305 58

Minneapolls . ..... 3200 E27.60

Ohleago  .......... $100 $ 3.00

Toromte ...oecccarrs 270

Philadelphig ....... £40

Cleveland .......... ¥

Boslon ............ S4H0

Newatk covviivnnes S0 & 2.00

Kansas City  ...... &30

Bt. Louls .......... %2

Los Angeles ....... 830 & 2.00

Youngstown weeas B10

New Haven ........ 510

Monteeal .......... 10

Dluth  .....00.eea. 310

gpeingficld, IIL .... 210

W. Frankfort, I1L. .. 210

Trenton . ....cou... £ 5

Miscellaneous ET.00
£1,000.00 F100.00

The good showing made by New York
is the result of its suceesafiol affalr held
April 30 with which it opemed the final
month of the drive. As preéviously re-
ported the admission price of 25 cents

entitlisd the holder to an 8 Igsue sub io

Way-—- 2nd. Week

The Militant. This unigue iden coneeived
and ecarried thrn by the captaing of the
Wew York teams, comrades Craine and
Rord, resulted In 20 new subs  being
added to New York's total. These 29
teinl subs together with 4 others which
the branch accounted for during the past
week make 1ts total to date, 71 and place
it at the head of the atanding onee
more, WIill it be able to maintain its
lead in face of Minneapolis' determinéd
drive is the guestion everyone is nsking.

Minneapolis contlnming  its  powerful
drive accounted for fifteen subs to The
Militant, 4 to Unser Kamf and 2 to
Young Spartacus, But what saba! They
amount to £27.50. One i a sub comrade
Hedlund, our leading Militant Builder,
got for two and a half years. Amnother
is one comrade Curran got by persoading
a member of the opposing team, comrade
FZalmanoff, to sign on the dotted line.
Comrades, this method should not be
overlooked !

Comrade Coover's report bodes no good
for the other branches, “The  April
Militani drive in Minneapolis ls closed.

The No, 1 Team, M. Dunne, capiain,
seored  a total to April 30, of 51 14
points, Mot bad. But the No. 2 Team,

Bill Curran, captalp, scored a toinl of
56 1-2 poiots, giving it o lead of 5 14
poings, The XNo. 2 Team should be tha
guests at the press entertainment buat it
looks now aa if it will take all the mem-
bersa of both team b0 do the honors for
the guests at the eatertainment when it
is finally pulled off. We are going to
give the other branches a (rimming in
the guestlon of the quotas as well as the
finnl stage of the drive. I think the
above fignres will take care of New
YTork to date on the sub drive in splte
of their excellent idea of giving an 85
isfue sub with each 25 cents admission.
You will bear more from Minneapolis in
the future."

To this honor roll must be added eom-
rade Sacharow’'s report of the doings of
the Chicago branch. “The branch has
been divided Into two teams and we Dy
yet finlsh the sub campalgm with a
bang." Go to It, Chicago!

The standing of the branches reads
na follows:

New York, T1; Mioneapolis, @d; Chi-
cago, 12: Newark, 4; Boston, 4; Youngs-
town, 4; Miacellanecus, 25.

#t, Louis, Philadelphia, and Montreal
remaln where they were last week at
%1 each. The total has risen to 187, an
imcrease of 0G0 over last week, Excel-
lent! But not enough! The other
branches shounld snap into it. It is not
fate. L&t us hear from them !

Mow evervbody inte the second weshk
of the drive! This iz collection week.

It ua =ee what can be done !

The Neg;o

{(Continued from last issue)

Revolutlons and elvil wars are always
followed by “counter revolution™ (reac-
tion, terror, ote. against the exploited)
unless the workers are able to carry the
civil war over to the point where they
seize power for themselves, During the
struggle, concesslons are neceasary o
goin the support of the explolted for the
exploitera” war. But omce the former
exploiter is defeated, the new explolter
makes haste to bring about a new allgn-
ment with the former enemy, under the
hegemony of the new exploiter, agalnst
the cxplofted. The resalts of the elwil
war only confirmed this troth agaln.

The legal forma of capltalist rule werse
not sufficient for the needs of the plants-
tlon ownera of the south. Lynch law
was pdded—a necessary menasare  used
against the whole exploited class when-
ever the formal lepal means do not aaf-
fice to kcep them In check. Lynoch law
exlsta for the Negro every minote of the
day and night., But it iz pot the elim-
ination of the lymeh law thot will free
the MNegro, Rather Iynch law, asa suwch,
can only be done away with by the over-
throw of capitalism. In the struggle to
overthrow capifalism a necessary part
iz the constant struggle agalnst lyoch
law and all forms of discrimination (dis-
criminating law prohibiting admittance
to, public and private bulldings, schools
univeraities, parks, ete: restrictions re-
garding jury aorvice and elvll servies:
disfranchisment ; prohibition of inter-
marriage; lease system, chaln gangs, ete.,
and admittance to working class organi-
eations, trade unlons ete)

The Negro in  Amerlen—bourgeolsie,
petit.bourgecisle, farmer and worker—
stands as an oppreased raclal minorlty, &
national minority. Of course they are
a minorlty of the nation: and in  this
semse, a mechanieal one, they are & Da-
tional minority. But in  the political
sense It is wot a0, A national minority
ire a people not only with raclal differ
ences, bot a people with special differ-
ences of lnguage, custom and religion,
or with a separate national character or
national interests. Politically speaking,
national minorities always have the In-
tegral element of raclal minority (race
or branch of race). But a raclal mip.

ority, in the hodge-podge of capitallst

_an_d the

soclety, does not necessarily algnify na-
tiomal minority. On  the other hand,
racial oppression does not nlways nwcan
the oppression of a natlomal minority.
Thizs oppression may be inflicted on A
national majority, as in the ¢ase of China
and Indin, One could give countless ex-
amples of this kind in the past history.

Ameries, the outstanding representi-
tive of Capitalism, is the best example
to show the differences between & racial
minority and a national minority. Am-
srien s now a natlon and its people take
pride in their nationality, regardless of
the descent, especinlly those Amoricnns
of the second and third generation of
forelgn descent. In the United Etales we
find many racial groups making up the
patlon ns “Americans”. The Bwedes,
English, Spanish or Fremch born in Am-
erica, who may still have the “pure
Elood” of thelr race, can he considered
a8 & raclal minority (races of Burope) of
the population of the United States In
this way they are catalogued mechanle-
ally as part of a natlonal group. But,
in spite of this, they cannot be conal-
dered ag a national minorliy in the pol-
itlcal seose,

The Negro was brought from Africa,
from A syetem of Barbarism where na-
tlons a8 political states were only i,
the process of formation. He was hur-
ried through the process and now ia part
of Capitalism. He brought with him
racial characteristics, as well as tradi-
tions and modes of the past. However,
his Mlife in America has overbalanced
that which was brought from the past,
has modified it, has changad it Capltal-
ist Amerlcs as foreed him to adopt the
language and religlon and modes of the
country and of the economic system as
the DETERMINING FACTORS of this
part of his make-up, The moere com-
Fplicated economic structure here in Am-
orioe has swallowed up the past. And,
although It cannot be eliminated and ex-
presses liself In the new makeup, It Is
not the determining factor of the Amer-
lean Negre.

As an oppressed raclal minorlity it Is
ope question, and the guestlon s  the
race form of the class struggle. As an
oppreased national minority It Is another
question. The attempt to construe the

Megro question this way can only result,

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 1932

Sign Writers

NEW YORK, N. ¥—

The strike conducted by Blgn Writers'
Local 230 of the Brotherhood of Palnt-
ers, Decorators and Paperbangers of
America has ended In defeat for the
workers. ‘The union instead of renewing
its agreement with the bosses which ex-
pired on March 30th wae forced to grant
a ten per cent ¢ut. The rank and file
of the union was persuaded by its bur-
eaueratio leadership against its own in-
terests to give the bosses the right fo
hire and fice and lay off at will. The
unlon has also relinquished its control
over overtime work. The bosses no long-
er need the union's permission to order
the workers to work longer than the
elght hours which now constitute the
working day. There Is now no practienal
difference in essentinls between the un-
fonized and non-union shope,

ffhe union buresucrats succeeded 1o
putting through a chaoge in the agree-
ment : the bosses agreed to allow helpers
to do appréntices’ work and wice versa.
This practically wipes out the difference
betwoeen these workers, The helpers are
n large majority of the workers in the
trade, With unemployment at  about
slxty per cent, the bosses will glve work
to the helpers at the expense of the
apprentices, satisfy temporarily end to
aoma extent the dismatisfaction of the
helpers, and enable the anion officials to
maintain their highly pald positions and
the fiction that they serve the workers'
Interests. It is an old trick. Only work-
ers ignorant of the fathomless corrup-
tlon and treachery of A, F. of L. buyr-
eauerats could be taken In by so palpably
ireacherous 5 maneaver

In a union controlled by the workers
in their own interests the formal elim.
ination «f the diference Detwesn help-
ers and apprentices already accomplished
in reality,. woold be made a progresslve
step,  Wide anwake clars conscious work-
era wonld fght to make this astep con-
ditionul upon the introduction of the six
hour day without reduction in pay and
upon the same wage scale for appreotices
amnd belpers,

The stelke falled prinelpally because
the bosses were able to keep thelr shops
running full blast without any difficulty.
Bcabbing by wnemployed open  ahop
workers aod by members of the wunion
was préevalent. To add thelr treacherous
bit the union burenpcrals fooled the
workers into plcketing—mnot  the shops
where the seab displays were made—but
the Broeadway moviog pleture theatres
where some of the aigns were displayed !

To consnmmate their treachery the
bureannerats called wpon a representative
of the district coumeil of the Brother-
hood to put over the wage oot This
professional betrayer with a face s
white a3 a cheese mouthed phrases about
milltancy, Aghting, the working class,
ad nauseam. Hls conclusion was—a ten
per cent eul! The workers harried by
the fear of permanently losing their jobs
by trying it maintain an  Ineffective
atrike, and bamboozled by the district
countil representative's demagogy, voted
without dizsent for the cut and the eli-
mination from the agreement of the

clauges demanded by the bosses,

Class Struggle

not In natlonallam for the Kegro, but in
national reformism for the “Marxist®
The iden of Helf determination for na-
tlonal minorities (which inelude races or
rackl groups) I8 & compromize and con-
cesgion; ib is a (ransitional measure, a
weapon against caplialism, providing It
ia ugped &t the proper time, where,
no other road out I8 possible. This is
not the situstion In Amerles with the
Amcrlean Negro, @8 the Stalinites con-
tond.

Objective gonditlons are atill on
move for the Negro, and partleularly
#ince the world war. The shortage of
labor in the War period, the stoppage
of the immigration flew, and the devel-
apment of capitalism at a faster pace in
the Sonth—all this moved the Negro into
the stream of class struggle, The racial
expresalon of the oppresalon of the Negro
iz no ressom for a revolutionist to sea
the form (racisl oppresston) and on-
large this out of its true relatlon to the
content of the class stroggle,

The decisive sectlon of the Negroes,
in relation to the problem considered,
ia no longer the one which s  “half
slaves-half serfs”, it 15 not petlty bours
geols Negro, The decisive section in the
class struggle, In the North as well as
the South—in America as a whole, which
is the proper way to leok at the problem
—is the Negro proletariat. His welght
us a proletarlan, if il s the declslve
part {and even Stalinlsm does not deny
this in words), will make up for his
wenkness in the “South™ where Stalin-
lzm says the slogan of Self Determioa-
ticn 18 necessary.

The complleated race form of the class
gstruggle for the Negro lays the main bur-
den upon the Negro proletariat in rela-
tion to the rest of the Negroes, but not
in relation to the white proletariat. ‘The
mals burden of the relation of the Negro
to the white proletariat rests upon the
shouldera of the latter. The white work-
er must be ready to meet the Negro more
than half way. He must go to the
point—no matter how far—for the vie-
tory of the workers over capltaliam, The
Negro worker I8 necessary part of this
problem for the vietory not of the white
workers but of the WORKERS regard-
less of thefr race.

(Continoed in next lssue)

thi

Apalnst the future attacks which their
present vietory will embolden the boss-
o5 to make, the workers must prepars
They must seriously undertake a cam-
paign to organize the trade. As o pre-
requisite condition for this they must
drastienlly redpce the enormously high
initiatlon fecs which is $5300 for helpers.
(In our leter In The Militant of April
16tk we used in this connection, the in-
corpect  formulatlon: “———they most
ahalish the initintion fees™) The work-
ers must propesge the some woge scale
for apprentices and helpers. The divi-
alem Imte apprentices and  helpers  no
longer corresponds to any real difference
between them and serves only the inter-
eats of the burcauerata by enabling them
to play off the helpers against the ap-
prentices or the other way around. The
workers must also set up as one of their
demands the six hour day with no redue-
tlon in pay. The slx honr day Is entirely
practicable in the (Fade and ¢an put back
to work many workers now valoly look-
ing for joba.

These demands are the essentinls of
n program for which the workers can
flght in resisting the attacks on the boss-
a3, Im trying to realize these demands
they will have to Aght the enemy in the
unlton—the boreaucratic misleaders. This
should not deter them, Bt i the road
all workers In the A. F. of I. have to
travel in fAghtling for their intercsta
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To the Greek Party
Members and Sympathizers

Ag yon know from our reply to the
Greck Stalinist burchucrats  which we
printed in No. 4 of Communistes, we still
maintain that the Empros; one sidedness
with regard to the local Greek press is
very detrimental to the Communist move-
ment because it creates fatal illusions
among the workers that it is possible
for some capltalist newspapers to supe
port the intercsts of the working class.

Thanks to our vigllance and the Bol-
ghavik criticlsm of the rank and file
workers, the Stalinist borenucrnts wers
forced to change slightly their one sided-
ness and to attack the Atlantis, Bul at
the same time we warned you that only
through wour constant vigilance and erit-
feism we will succeed to force the Greek
Stalinists to occupy themselves against
both the Atlantis and the National Her-
ald and alzo to utilize the precious eol-
pmng of the Empros for the most Birn-
ing questions of the class struggle.

The Stalinist editor In g signed state-
ment attempts to Justify himself with
petty arguments which have nothiog in
common with Communist principles and
thus he commifs the worst blunders.

He froths at the Ignorance of the
party members of New York City and
of a certain leading comrade outside of
New York—whose letteér and name are
wisely withheld from the comrades—he-
cause they are blind and thercfore ean't
ape his brilllant scheme of capturing the
Greek workers from the opium of the
capitalists.

Hiz wisdom revealed to all the ignor-
amuses that the Natlona]l Herald is an
antl-Boviet ghest and supporter of Tam-
many Hall and as such should be at-
tackedl and destrowed, but he s pnable
to attack the Atlantis because he lacks
the docamenta.

You very well know that Atlantis 1s g
monarchigt plaper and a supporter of
the Republican party and therefore mo
different in any degrie as a cless enemy

from the National Hecald

Ironically enough, the Atlantis of April
Bk, in an editorial, attacked the Soviet
Union for itz friesdly attitode towards
the “barbarions of the Near East, the
Turks”, snd lamented the fall of the
Romenoffe who have always supported
the Greeks and the Greek Orthodox
Church while the Bolsheviks sppported
Kemal Pasha to defeat the Greeks in
Asla Minor., No comment is needed.

Every capitalist newspaper, without
excoption, 1s cither an open or & concenls
ed enemy of the working class and as
such should never be spared from the
attacks of a Communist organ.

To every genuine Communist there is
no difference between a Tammany of &
Hepublican organ and  therefore any
leniency or preference ls detrimental to
the movement,

Demand from the buresucerats for ex-
plain in detall the reasons for the pseudo-
radical attitude of the two newapapers
a8 we did in our thesls: Although ot pre-
sent they have lost the confidence of the
workers this fact should not decelve us
and put ws to sleep, but ought to ke
us alert in arder to fight effectively every
new attempt of the capitalista to organ-
fze new (types) forms of organizations
and It I8 not at all impropable (ln order
to arrest the radleallzation of the work-
ers) that they may adopt a progressive
(eocinlisty program.

Cemrades: Do you expest the high
priests of Stalinlsm to eorrect this
petty bourgecls editor. Only  through
your Bolshevik insistence some changes
can be affected. The bureaucrats may
undertake the usual task of making the
editor a seapegoat but this does mnot
whitewash thelr responsibility. The -
pointment of another mercenary without
your consulation and freedom of eri-
tielsm will not cure the evil

It Iz your duty to demand freedom
of discussion without fear of cxpulsion,

The fact that the editor himself ad-
mits that many comrades share our opin-
lons in this specific question proves that
our critlcism 18 healthy and upnmasks

the slanders and calumnies of the ap-
pointed leaders.

Itead The Militant every week for naw
developments,

—EDITORLAL RBOARD

OF COMMUNISTES.



