1

WORKERS
OF THE
WORLD.

UNITE

THE

MILITANT

_ Weekly Organ of the Communist League

2

of America [Opposition]

Published weekly by the Communist L eague of Amerlea (Opposition) at 84 East 10th Street, New York. N. Y. Entered as second clhss mall matter, November 28, 1928 at the Post Office at New Y ork, N. Y. under the act of March 3, 1878

VOLUMEY, NO. 19 [ WHOLE NO. 115]
,#—'_—-""_-—--=

The S.P. «Le:fts‘» Program

The “militant” socialists have forced
thelr attentlon upon the American move-
ment by lssulng a “Militant Program of
the Soclallst Party of America”. The
polge the Militants crested in heralding
their oppesitlon to the party fathers
prompted O'Meal to give them a spank-
Ing, lssued as a critlclam In the New
Leader. But like all bureaucrats and
upholders of the erlmes of the Sescond
International, O'Neal aplashed a lot of
words, set up a few straw men and evad-
ad the whole lssue. No doubt this kind
of eriticism will spur the “milliants” to
new conguests. In this advance of the
“militants”, it Is well to point out what
thedr present step means and to lay bare
gome of the contradletlons.

The decpening crlgle has caused this
gtlr and forces the more enlightened
members of the 8. P. to serlously ques-
tion the crlmes of the Hecond Interna-
tlonal. For the rank and file of the
“millitants” it s a step forward, but for
those “leaders” who were formerly sup-
porting the Communista it 13 a blg step
backward. At least, one will have to
give thesa Yleaders” oredit for one thing.
They have get themselves a big task.
They Inténd to reform the Becond Inter-
national. Alrendy sectlons of the mope
advanesd workers In thelr rank and file
areé to the left of the "militant” program
and are serlonsly questloding 1t

The program Iz written In the fashiom
of & crafty lawyer who puts out a feel-
er, Inslnuating much, condemning consi-
derably, but accusing no one in particw-
lir. The program points out some of
the crimes of the Second Internatiomal,
nat In Amerlea so much, bat in Burope:
but thers is no hint us to who their Am-
erican bed-fellows nre, They seem to be
afraid of stepplng on somebody's toes,
Like good politicians of the capitalist
orders these “milltants™ leaders have
left the door open for proper adjustments
with the fathers at a later date

The “militant Program” sacecuses the
Second International of crimes beyond
class “redemption” and in  the same
breath advocates reforming this prop of
Capltallam, Buch a position s even
more tragle than the position of the 1ib-
eral who admita all the evils of capltal-
lam and then sets oot to ocure 1k,

The reformers of the Second Interna-
tlonal apeak of class struggle saying,
“The moement this Marxlan concept 1a
abandoned, oot only in theory but o
practice as well, at that moment Boclal-
lsm losea Itz slgmificance.” We are told
this in 1832 by the “militant soclallats",
but this ‘anlversal, open abandonment of
the class struggle by Second Interna-
tional was heralded unashamed to the
workers of the world in 1844 and ever
aslnce thén, amnd 1t 18 from then on
that “Bociallsm”™ has lost “Its  algnific-
ance”, No group of “Lefts” ecan blow
life into what 18 already dead. If the
“militant soclalists” blow anything Into
the American party we can be aore it
will not be Marzism. ‘They can blow
into the Sociallst Party some  radical
phrases, and make it more presentable
for conditions of crisls. In this stage
of Increasing class strugegle, capltalism
must bring inte life the American war-
faty of social democracy, so ably pre
sented by the German “comrades”, If
i few sincere but non-Marxian worker
“lepders” allow themselves to be utilized
together with the consclous fakers go
much the better for the development of
reformism in Amerlca, for the eapital-
Ists, The Second Intercational served
its master well in Burope. Why not give
it & chance In Amerlea, even If it needs
& little doctoring up for presentation?
Amerlcan capitallsmm  had  better make
haste while there ls time and construct
aome kind of a storm cellar for the
coming class battles. Wil the rank and
file “militants" of the Hocialist Party
help in this process, or will they take

the nexzt atep toward the Commuonist
movement ?

The program says, “It s a fundamental
principle of Marxism that Soclallsm can-
not be achieved as a result of a series
of reforms within the framework of the
Capitallst State” When the fathers of
the party read this they became fright-
ened, but as socon as they read the next
gentence all thelr fear was quieted, for
in its own pecullar way, in the language
of the politlclans, it lays the basls for
the understanding of words and deeds.
The next sentence of the program saye,
“Hmancipation of the workers can begin
only when the workers capture political
power and constitute themselves the
ruling clags.” Just amother way of say-
ing, we will shoot the capitalist to death
with paper ballots. The question of
what to do with the capitalist atoats
(emash it) and what kind of & state
will replace it, 1 left for peopls fo
guess a8 they please. This 18 no accl
dent on the part of the “militant social-
ist leaders. These reformers of the re-
formers In Amerlea say the dictatorship
of the proletariat ls alrlght in Russia.
But in America—that's s different gues-
tion. Years pgo the intenss class strug-
gle In Europe forced the “left” Boclalist
to wccept the dictatorship In Russla as

a reality but id the pext breath they
gald It was mot for their country. And
now, yvears later, the developlog class
struggle in Amerlca forees the “lefts”
to say the same. Already we find some
of the rank and filers objecting to these
elever formulations, this Up service to
revolutlon and setlon for reformism,
They demand another atep.

The program says, “At the sanie {ime,
we sot ourselves firmly ageinst dictator-
tahlp In this country as long as dem-
ocratle means of tranaition to a social-
ist soclety are still mvallable.” We will
vote the capltalists out of power, and
these defeated capitalists will give us
the key to every mine, mill and factory;:
and the next day they will report to
work in overalls" 8o say the “mill-
tants”, who are golog to use the dem-
oeratle means of traosition to socialism.
What a mess. Shapirs, Coleman, Sin-
clair and Blanchard and thelr like. What
kind of a game do you call this? They
may be able to convinee some followers
trat they “don't know any better” but
wi know them from before.

Every one remembers the last part of
the Communlst Manifeatop- and the last
gentence, It ls well to know the last
words of the “militant soclalist” pro-
gram: “We muost bereate and promote
a spirit of intelligent hopefulness. Such
an opportunity as 18 at band for all of
us to hastéen the emancipation of the
working class of America may not come
agaln for generstions, We call for ac.
tlon. Let us close ranks and go for-
ward to Hoclalism in our tlme." This
gem of reform Ignorance bas two mis-
takes: ordinary and extracrdinary. These
reformers tell thelr followeras that if they
don't get busy and help them reform
tha reformers at once we may oot have
another chaoce for generations. We can
gettle this problem by Informing the
“militant Soclallsts” that they will not
reform the Second International In this
generation and In the next generation
there will be no need because the Second
International will only be a terrible
memory for the wictorious woerld pro-
letariat,

“The firat ballot of the French elec-
tions, last Bunday, although not declalve
in its results, indicates g definite trend
toward the bourgecls Left im the coun-
try. The die-hard policles of Andre
Tardlen and his Right bleg; In control
at the present time, seem to have driven
broad layers of the French intermedlate
classas to the slde of the moderate bonr-
geols parties. The Badical-Boclalists un-
edr the leadership of the pan-European
“pacifist” Edouard Herriot have already
recelved 63 seats, the largest bloc of
vobtes for any of the parties participating
The Left Repablicans of Premler Tardieu
received 37 seats, reducing their former
gtremgth  conslderably. The soclalists
with their 40 mandates also show & sube
stantial guin. Comparisons with the re-
gults of the first ballot in the last slec-
tlonas (1628) demonstrate the ifrend to-
ward the Left very distinctly.

The political line of Tardleo, partleun-
larly aggreasive In Its forelgn relations,
has opened up French Industry and
eponomy to counter-attacks by the other
world powers, The high tariffs and the
susplelous attitude aroused Io the other
countries bas Instigated the fear of “lso-
lation"” among the rather formidable
middle layera of French soclety. The
Bodical-Socialiste and the socialists have
been for some time campalgning for dis-
armament and BEuropean “eooperation”
and have been able to achleve a measure
of saccess In thelr campalgns,

Growing unemployment and the wor-
gening of the general conditions of the
working closs, due fo the ecomomie crisis
which 1s first unfolding in all seriousbess
in France, produces stll anocther and
vary lmportant movement toward the
raddicallzation of the masses. The 80-
ehlleta have, for their part, flirted with
the ldep of new reforms In their cam-
palgns. That French imperlaliasm, in its
present precarlouns positlon, with an eco-
nomic crisis on its hands and with a
very wobbly and uonrealistic political pre-
ponderance in Burope, will not be able
to concede in wny great measure to the
road of soclal leglslation, 1s a foregone
conelusion,

The DRedleal-Seclallsts are quite c00-
gelougs of this and hence the reports of
thelr weariness of an alllance with the
gorialists. Despite the many protests
and declarations of Herrlot in the press,
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It is necessary to put the questlon
bluntly: We depend absolutely on the
thoussnd dollar press fund to keep the
weekly MILITANT alive. In ralsing
funds to sustain THE MILITANT and
our other publicailons we have up to

—H. 0. | MILITANT is at stake
—_—————— e —————————

Bourgeois Lett Gains in French Elections

the present resorted to “normal” meth.
ods—solicliing  svbscriptions, renswals,
ete. The sitpation of our press at the
present tlme necessitates & mueh hard.
er drive. We must puf on more pres-
sure, we must exert ourselves more and
sacrifice more. The life of the weekly

ently mmking overtures lo the Herrlot
party and In view of the importance of
cooperation in the second ballot, which
will definitely decide the composition of
the Chambre for the next four years,
a temporary accord may be arrived at
In any case & process of self-gxposure
before the mases, of the Impotent
bourgeols parties lies in the perspective.
At the same tlme, good opportunities
are opening up for the revolutlonary
party, for the Communist Party of
France, to utilize this self-exposure.
Thia requires s reallstle attiture and a
careful and consistent class policy oo
part of the leadership,

8o far, there are no clear Indications
of how the O P, fared In the elections,
although the eapitallst press forccasts
little change, in any direction, in so far
a3 the Communists are concerned. The
gErowing Industrial depression and the
inevitable dizsllluslonment of the masses
that generally comes with it, ean contrl-
bute in great measure to a consolidation
of Communist Influence. It remalns for
the French party to take advantage of
these conditions.

In the coming lssaes of The Militant
we will bring full reports and a detailed
analysis of the French electlons and of
the background upon which they are

taking place, a& seen by our French cor-
respondent.

The Strike in the NLY' Bui|din3?radcs

Between 30,000 and 40,0600 New York
pullding trades workérs went om gtrike
May 1st because of a fallure to arrive
at a wage scale agreement. The bulld-
ing trades employers sssoclation had
previously, arbitrarlly posted notles  of
wage cuts ranging from 259 to 0%,
However, the immediate cause of the
strike was the fact that the elevator
manufacturers broke ranks and moade &
verbal promise to the elevator construct-
ors' unfon of & day scale of $11.20 in-

should be remembered that it s not at all
called in probtest agalnst the wage cuat,
but rather in protest agalnst a verbal
promiseg for special dpnaldersfion for
ong union. Secondly, the leadership
made no preparation whatever for steike,
It has made no proposals to solidify the
unlons of the seventeen different inter-
nationals to resist teéh wage sloshes. It

thus redoce the standard of living every-
where, To thin should be added, that
acceptance of one wage cut leaves the
rond open for the employers to press oT
ore.

Mo matter how moch the bullding
trades unions have suffered from thelr
own inherent craft weakness, and from
their corrupt leadership, they are still

haa made no proposals for sirlke activ-
itlea to prepare agninst possible seab.
bing. Thirdly, It made no efforis to es-

stead of the $10 anoounced in notlces) tablish some semblance of eoncerted me-

posted. The press carries staements L0
the effect that the leaders of the bulld.
ing trades councll were otherwise pre-
pared to accept tha cut.

©On Monday May the 2nd thres unlons
still remalned at work, the elevator con-
structors, the electricians and the irom
and steel workers. But the following
day the empleyers decided to make the
shut-down complete and dispense with
the service of these three union  also.
The officials of the bricklayers union
evidently still expect to gain speclal
favors. ‘Thelr previous agreement eaf-
riea a “po strike™ clanse, and they now
inglst ppon arbiteation.

How serlous i the building trades un-
k ‘] {on leadership about the strike? It

\WEEKLY MILITANT DEPENDS
UPON SUCCESS OF $1,000 DRIVE

The past year and a hall has witnessed
an unpropedented extsnsion of our pro-
paganda activities. It has seem the re-
birth of THE MILITANT as a weekly,
aur penetration of the language fleld with
a Jewish paper and & Greek paper, the
issuanes of a Youth organ and a whole
peries of Left Opposition books and pam.
phlets All these sieps were absolutely
necessary in our struggle to delve deeper
into the ranks of the American revolu-
tionary workers. The word of the Leflt
Oppesition, in pamphlet and in news-
paper form, In the English, Yiddish, and
Greck lsoguages, has been brought (o
new handreds and thousands of elass
conscious proletarinns. A .good start
was made in new directions.

Now we are faced with the problem of
making all these steps permanent and
durable achievements, Can this be done?
It must he done, if we are to fulflll the
historie task of the Left Opposition In
Ameriea, If we are to continpe the work
of repeperating the Communist move-
ment, of refurning the Communist party
ta the road of Lenin, if we are to re-
estahlish [ts Marxian hasis.

The most important organ of propa-
ganda and education that we have is the
weekly MILITANT. Upon its existence,
apon its maintenance depends the life of
all our other organs ‘The terrifie effects
of the economic erisis with the monstrons
unemployment It has brought about,
maks It impossible for vs to get sufficient
funds for the sustenance of THE MILI-
TANT and our sther papers by the ordin-
ary methods. SPECIAL EFFORTS AND
SACRIFICES ARE WNECESSARY IF
THF, WEEKLY MILITANT IS TO CON-
TINUE IN EXISTENCE!

Funds are urgenily needed. THE
MILITANT requires your ald immediate-
ly. Let every comrade, every sympath-
izer, every reader of THE MILITANT
got busy. Get subseriplions, get Dew
readers, get DONATIONS. Sand in your
contribution and all the funds you col-
lect immediately to the Natiooal Office.
Do your share! [Every cont, overy help-
ing hand is needed to keep the Weekly

MILITANT going!

INE’H-" on the Pff.!’.l‘."

Problems of the Chinese '

Revolution
by LEON TROTSKY

THE 192527 CHINESE REVOLUTION WAS ONE OF THE FIRST

WORLD-IMPORTANT POLITICAL EVENTS IN WHICH TROTSKY'S OF.
FOSITION T0 THE POLICY OF STALIN MANIFESTED ITSELF IN
THE CONCRETE. IN THIS BOOK, QUOTATIONS FROM STALIN'S OWN
WERITTEN WORDS AND SPEECHES ARE GIVEN AS WELL AS THOSE
OF TROTSKY'S AND HIS SUFFORTERS.

READ THIS HISTORICAL DOCUMENT.

COMFARE THE FROPOSED

POLICIES OF THAT DAY WITH SUBSEQUENT EVENTS IN THE CHI-
NESE REVOLUTION, THEN DECIDE WHO WAS CORRECT. THE LEFT

to the effect that he will not conclude
any blog with the Tardien group we
cannot heélp remaining skeptlcal. The
Radical-Soclalists have the interests of
the French master class well o mind,
and just as In the past, they are apt
to be more inclued to draw their con-
closlons from the oventual logie of
French politica than from econsiderations
of temporary gain Implied in an alliance
with the soclalists.

8H1l, the scclallsts have been conalat-|
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SERIOUSLY READ AND STUDIED
PAPER COVER $1.00
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THIS BOOK.
CLOTH BOUND $1.50
COPY NOW!
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FIONEER FUBLISHERS
B4 East 10th Btreet,
New York, N. Y.

tion on & natlonal scale, It Is perfectly
traos that buollding cannot he transferred
from one city to another, nevertheless
the lack of concerted actlon has permit-
ted opening wedges to be made In many
citles where the bpllding trades workera
have already submitted to drastic wape
cuts. Lastly, the unfon leadership was
willing to actept the wage cut decree,
had the employers remained onited.
Conditions of the Unions

It iz of course correct for unlons to

make all possible use of any break in the
ranks of the employers; but such can be
utilized only provided the organizations
pre propared to make a serfous fAght.
0f what there 8 no indicatlon whatever,

The building trades unlons in  New
York as well as elsewhere, have suf-
ferad serlons membership losses, In the
main, this has been due to the fact that,
wlth the wideapread hesvy unemploy-
ment membiérs have been pnable to keep
up their dues payments and the unions
have failed to malotain closed shop con-
ditions. To reslst In & serious manner
the present attacks upon the wage scale
it s first of all necessary that real ef-
forts should be made to regaln what has
been lost and to strengthen the unions.
That strength, however, can be express-
od effectively only when the unions ar-
rive at a basls of unity of action. That
such Is not yet the case Is amply demon-
strated by the fact that thres wunilons
could remain at work after the strike
wiis called. Moreover, there will he 1t
tle possibility of preventing strike break.
ing unlesa such unity actually exists.

Must Frepare to Reslst

workers by this time that a reduced scale

the jobs. On the contrary, it s the wn.rl
tinued unemployment and the sorplne of
bands avallable which is belng ntillzed
by the employers to reduce wages and

the best organized section in the couf-
try. In other words, this means that
it I= still up to them to lead the dght
againat the gemeral wage slashing., The
cuts already suffered should therefore
become & serlons warning that it 1s now
high time to prepare to lead that Aght
and to prepare to lead it on A patlonal
scale, —A. 8.

T e U YN B U
Militant Bullders

Attention Militant Bullders! To each
comrade and sympathizer, who duoring
the final month of the drive, May 1 to
June 1, aceounts for $15 subs or dong.
tions to any of our papers we will glve
& free copy of Volume 1 of comrads
Trotsky's History of the Russian Rev-
olaotlon. To each comrade who falls
ghort of 215 but reaches $10, we will glve
o ffee copy of WHAT NEXT by comrade
Trotsky., This is an opportunity no oom-
rade can afford to overleok,

To the comrade who stands highest in
the staff of Militant Builders at the close
!l:ri' the entire drive we will give free a
| bound volume of The Militant. To the
comrade who stands second we will giva
& free copy of The Problems of the Chi-
nese Revolution.

The record of the bullders for the
entire drive to date with the final month
listed In parenthesis, is ss follows:

C. Hedlund, (6)—I11; V. Dunne, (6)—
#; L. Roseland, (3 1-2)—5; M. Dunne,
(3)—8; L. Nagy, (2 1-2)—3: . Forsen,
(2 1-2)—3; L. Basky, (1 1-2)—5: R
Sacharow, (1)—4; R. Ruskin, (1)—2;
W. Curran, (1)—2; 8. Zalmanoff, (1})—
1; C. Cowl, (1)—5; F. Schulman, {1)—
1; F. Barach, (1)—i; C. Johnaon, {1)—
2; 8. Lessin, (1)—1; N. Berman (1):
G. R. Herman, (1}; J. Rosa, (1); Q.

It should be clear to the buildng trades| S<0Elund, 3; O. Coover, 2; J. Carr, 2; F.

Cheloff, 2; G. Ray, 2; M. Gottlieb, 1; M.

of wages will not at all serve to inceepse! B0thler, 17 W, Wynne, 1; J. Carter, 1;

H. Capelis, 1; W. Herman, 1@ A4 Swa-
beck, 1; A. Glotzer, 1; L. Logan, 1:
Kaldis, 1; M. Sterling, 1.
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Stalinist - Lovestone

We have recelved .the followlng two,
lettars

L
Dear Comrades:

The unity negotlations with Lovestone
have been golng on for some time Every-
thing has been conducted in the qulet—
through sceret personal conferences—and
nothing has been put in wrlting oo the
party aide. This precagtion wos  ax-
plalned to me as a measure “bo prevent
Lovestone from haviog anything to show
which eannot be denled if the negotia-
tions fail.” My personal opiniom, how-
ever, 1a that they will come to an agret-
ment. You may not agred with me, but
these are my reagons,

I do know that several meetlngs be-
tween them have taken place. I under-
stand that the C, I. representative also
talked to Lovestone, but am not abso-
lutely sure of this The negotistions hinge
at present om the Brandler gquestlon.
The . H 0. negotlators demanded a
statement repudiating Brandler as the
maln conditlon for unilty. They also In-
slgted that Lovestone lssue such a stabe-
ment peracnally, under his own slgo-
atura, in additlon to the statemcnt by
the group. This proposition was taken
under advieement for some time.

Then another conferance was arranged
and Lovestone made the followling reply :
He will act together with the rgoup and
capnot Issue any statement In bhis own
name. The group will not Issue any
statement agalost Bramdler before belng
readmited Into the party. However, if
they wore taken back ioto the party,
they would “submit to party disciplins”
and carry oot any instructions  glven
them on any guestion.

A second demand o the E. 0. C. 1. was
that the Lovestoneitea lssne a declara-
tion to the efect that “the party line
is rlght and has always been rlght'.
To this, Lovestone gave the same reply
ag above: no statements before the unity
—gubmiaglon to diselpling, lnchiding de-
clarations they are instracted to make
——afterward.

Then the C. E. C. cabled tho report
to the Comiotéern and asked for Inatruoe-
tlone. A few days ago, the reply of the
C. L, slgned by Euusinen arrived. It
gald: “Conditions not aceeptable”. This
was reported to Lovestone. Up to the
present he has oot replied.

The whole affair is provoklog a new
di¥lsion in the wpper clreles of the In-
formed functionarles. The former Love-
stoneltes, eapeclally Stachel, are ondoonbt-
edly in faver of the unity and will do
all they can to help Lovestone fnd |

Unity Negotiations

graceful way in. The old-time Fosterltcs
who have proapered In late years, are
not wvery enthosiastic about the return
of the Lovestone group and the conssqu-
ent sharpening of “competition” for the
places, which for these people have come
to mean life ltself. Buot It 1a bard to
get direct expressions from many of
them. They are so afrald of gettlng
cross-ways with “the . I. line"™ that
they walt to make sure what la expected
of them before commitiing themselves,

The most significant result of the an-
ity megotiations with Lovestone iz the
effect on those who, ke myself, ware
disorientated by  the “left turm™. It
was the expulsion of Lbvestone that
rinlly arrested our trend toward the
Left Opposition. It certainly makes one
foel feollsh to think abowt It now and
to realize that the readmissfon of the
Lovestoneltea will complete the elrcle
and leave us where we started—with
nothing to show for our “strategy™ but
a bad taste in the mowth.

It will alse interest you to know that
the “Soviet-American milliary alllames™
ismue cansed some repercussions, even In
the apparatus. When that famous edi-
torial came to the Daily Worker office—
it was written, I am told, by the O. L
man=<it gvoked strenuous protest at first
from Harry Ganpoes., He s something
of an editer or half-editor there and he
began to mutter something about prin.
ciples, Marxism, ete. ¥ou know he has
occaslonal outbursts of this kind, How-
ever, he was promptly told that this
cditorial eame from “the top” and he
soon subslded.

Yours,
P,

11,
From a Member of the Lovestone Group
Dear Comrades:

Last Thursday we held s general
membership meeting of the group and
heard the report on the unity negotia-
tlons with the party. Lovestone made
the report,

He sald the negotlations began geveral
weeks ago soom after the unity mass
meeting of onr group in the Labor Tem-
ple. The first conference took place be=
tween Lovestone and the O I. rep,
The C. I. rep, according to Loves
stone, proposed that the group return
to the party and work everything out
gradually. Lovestons demanded ag B
condition party democracy, a full dlscye-
Blon and following that, a convention.

The C. L rep, sald: “Do Fou mean to
say that you want party democracy in

{Continued on page 8)
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