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Once More on the Bronx

Cooperatives

NEW YORK, N. Y.
The confiict which has arlsen between

the members -of ‘the Food Workers In-
dustrial Union and the C. F. bureaucracy
{See The Militant, April 16, 1932) is con-
stanly becomting sharper and has
aroused wide spread Interest amMODE
Communlst and Teft wing workers all
OVEr DOwIL,

As The Militant reported two weeks
ago, the clash resulted from the expred-
sad Intentions of the management of the
Consumers Cooperatives in the Bronxr—
which stands under the control of the
party leadership—to reorganize that en-
terprlae at the gemeral expense of the
food workers employed there. So  far,
a 10 per cut wage cul has alrepdy been
put through, the working day bas been
increpsed by one hour and a tax of 10
per cent for the benefit of the T, T, 1. C.
(the Laéft wing unlon center) has been
impoasd upon the Cooperative employees,
Not content with all these mensures, the
bureaucracy has seen At Lo engage Dob-
union men In place of the old help. This
arcused the F. 'W. [ U. members to the
point of exasperation,

The workers of the Con-Coops brought
to the attention of the management the
fact that & non-member of the Union wes
working there and requested that he be
replaced with a Unlon man. The man-
ager, an ox-drug store boss from Wash-
Ington, 1. ., refused their request. They
were therefore compelled to ledge & pro-
test with the Union.

Tribesh, one of the organizera of the
F. W, I. 1. was sent to the Con-Coops
to investigate the complaint. He inform-
ed the management that the Con-Coopa
were Union shops and that only mem-
bara of the . W. 1. U. conld work there.
Ha demanded that the non-member be
removed and that he be substituted with
one of the many unemployed workers
from the Tnion.

The manager refused to comply with
the demand, and a temporary stoppage
wag the result. This stirred the anger
of the Cop-Coops and Unlon workers.
The situatlon became so heated that a
meeting of the District Control Commis-
gion of the Communist Party had to be
wmlled, After a long and weary session,
he followlng amazing declsions were
rendered :

1. To condemn the action of the Un-
ion organizer.

2. To mildly eriticize the management
of the Con-Coops.

It i& only natoral that the workers
have been made furious by these deel-
sions. It“is hard for them to swallow
the fact that the wnheard of octions of
the management have the tacit approval
of the party bursaucrats. The susple-
fons of the rank and flle with regard to
the buresucracy bhave been helghtened to
an unprecedented degres. And there is
good cause for thele susplelons. A- few
of the followlng inchdents, known to all
of the Left wing food workers will
show why,

In the fall of 1830, there was & Ccon-
ference of the camp workers of all the
party summer camps. ‘The conference
was shocked and outraged by the demand
of one, Doroshkia, manager of Camp
Kinderland, to reduce the wages of the
:amp employees. The protest of those
proesent wos &0 unanimous that the party
répresentative to the conference was
forced (o repuodinte Doroshkin and to
make ao officlal statement that the latter
would not bd returoed to his post the
following summer. Bul last year this
same Dwroshkin was right back 1n his
old place and even much more of o slave
driver than before, -

As was reported by The Milltant on
August 1, 1031, a certain Newman, man-
ager of the camp Wocolona, threatened
to call the state troopers (o oust a
worker from the camp who had resisted
ngninst his Jarbltrary alpmissal. ‘The
party Central Control Commission, aeting
under the¢ pressure of the workeras fol-
lowlng this outrage, decided wvery dip-
lomatically to keep Newman from oocupy-
Ing any paid post for six mdaths. The
gix months will be mp In  July., The
workers are wondering: Will Newman,
Hke Doroshkin, be returned to his post
Ofce more?

While Newman gets this mild rebuf,
the worker who resisted his . buresueratic
methods, a militant worker arrested at
the gime of the needle trades strike last
year, was faced with a very mysterfous
withdrawal of his ball and finally, with
deportation by the government author-
ities,

The case of the worker Napoleon,
whose exceplionally militant ercord is
well known among the party members,
and whose heroism was even made the
subject of poems that appeared in the
Daily Worker, similarly arouses susplc-
jon. Napoleon was expelled from  the
Food Workers Industrial Unlon ss &
countér-revolutlonary becanse he dared
efiticize the leadership. He happened
t¢ be out on ball for union activitles in
the strike at the Zelgreen cafeterlas at
the time. He was never notifled by the
bareascerats when to appear in  court
Hias bail was forfeited and he has been
left to rot o jafl

The food workers are restless, They
mve been ealled connter revolotlonaries
and. worse by the bureavcrat Zack for
daring to také a stand against the spuri-
ous’ “reorganization” of the Con-Coops.
Are they too-to be left at the merey of
the class enemy because they are cour-
ageous enongh to eriticlze the headmen?

The incldents above and the latest oe
curences at the Con-Coops are not ac-
eldental. Hundreds of Left wing work-
erd have already reacted to the arbitrary

and headless- antles of the party bur-
pacracy with their feet. They have
gone over to the A. F. of L. union. The
devoted and sincere party members are
alarmed. They will not allow the bur
eauerats ‘to wreck the work for which
they have offered so many sacrifices In
the pnion and on the picket line. They
know the danger Involved In tampering
with the rights of the Union member-
ship. They realize that workers join the
unlon not as foll fAedged Communists,
but to better thefr conditions. They
know that it takes time and patience and
golf-gnerifice to develop the union work-
ers into hardened class fighters. The
party workers will not stand by and see
the bureaucrats drive the union workers
away from the movement. They know
what = at stake.

The Left Opposition has been warn-
ing the party workers against the bar-
equcriey ever since its existence. It s
a ploneer in the fight. The parly work-
ers who have come to realize the bale-
fulness of the bureaucratic methods of
the party leadership must search deeper
for the causes bebind them, Whatlever
is wrong" with the leadership in the Co-
operatives iz alse wrong with the lead-
ership on a natlonal and more than that,
on an lnternational seale. The roots of
the bureaucracy lie in the whole system
of Stalinism which bas been leading the
Comintern as a whole to a steady de-
cling, to digintegration and impotence,
ever since the death of Lenin, The work-
ers who really want to fight bureaweracy,
will have to fght agalnst the whole rot-
ten Stalinist system. The time iz not
distant when the best elements of the
party membership will realize this and
struggle side by side with the Left Op-
position for the regenmeration of the
party and the Communist International
along the Leninist line, along the line
of revolutionary victory.

' —FOOD WORKER.

From an lllincis Miner

Dear Comrades:
It has been some time sioce I wrote

to you relative to the situation in south-

ern Ilinols, Well, the situatlon 1s plenty
hot down here Dow,

The strike is cffective in every degree
throughout the whole state. The District
Organization is pursulng once more the
wrong polley of separabe agreements,
This has caused a stir among the miners
from the large mines, especlally here In
Fraoklin County., In several [Iloeal un-
fomg we have pushed rosolutions demand-
ing that the offelals recall those separ-
ate contracts,

The negotiations between the bozses
and the miners are at a deadlock. The
operators moved to adjonrn  sine  die
The perspective 1a that a plenty hot
gtruggle will develop. The District Of-
ficinls are making every maneuver o get
the miners to actept a wage cut. How-
ever, they have not openly committed
themselves  to this proposition. “Com-
petition, stabilization, freight rates,” are
the substitutes for an energetic program
of stroggle. . That the District Officiale
are not 18 brazen as before ls simply due
to the fact that progressive forces within
the miners are fast developing and have
attained a powerful following. On the
mther hand Lewis has declared himself
to be after Wilker's scalp to the end.
This causes the district to cater to the
progressive elements

April 1st we held a huge moss meet-
Ing at the West Frankfort Ball Park
with several thonsand miners present.
We cooperated with the Communist party
to the extent of using this 8 hour day
volebration as a protest meeting agalnst
Criminal Syndiealism. Oor active young
militant, Gerry Allard, spoke and acted
an seeretiry of all arrangements. This
soemed to be much to the disappointment
of the Stalinites. A resolution was uo-
animonsly adopted calling upon the min-
ers to mobilize their forces in defense of
the seven workers. It was alse decided
to call upon all lotal wnlons to send dele-
gations to the Siate’s Attorney demand-
ing the release of the victims, The pro-
gram consisted of 8 prominent progres
give mine leaders. In spite of the fact
that the Party opposed Edmundson he
spoke at the meeting. Willlam Browder
was squeezed in the program as present-
ing the I. L. ). This ia the first time
that the Party represcotatives have been
able to speak publicly since the ralds

We have a powerful gnemployed move-
ment started here In southern Illinols,
which the Party attacked. We have
branches In West Frankfort, Herrin,
Coelle, Benton, Christopher, Marion,
Johnston City and Logan. Allard s
aerving in the eapacity of general organ-
iger of the movement and Becretary of
the Weat Frankfort Unecmployed Branch
with seven hundred members. It s
really valuable experience that we all
have gained in this work. The organiza-
tlon Iz reaching greater powers every
day and beginning to develop along mdll-
tant lines in spite of the weak beginning
it had doe to the lack that time of real
leadership, alee being infested with re-
liglous eunlts of every desceription. Or-
ganizing uwnemployed s like organizing
Megroed, the religiona angle alwaya
breaks Ioose, Thus far we have exer-
clzed the greatest possible degees  of
democracy, but by degrees we arve placing
a check on it

Ower 4000 members have joloed our
movement in 2 months period. Btarting
ont with five men the srganization s ma-
turing fto & polnt where it will he a
fighting, achieving orpanization. It is
comical to ses all the crafts of the A
¥, of L. come to the support of the move-
ment after it atricts thousands of peo-
ple. All the U. M. W. A. locals in the
country have endorsed It, several church-
m‘ tha Dok Tlodelnk i T 1 m

The First Week ;f the Press Drive

We are off on the first week of our
drive to BUILD THE OPPOSITION
FRESS. This is a week to be devoted
to the distribution of recent back issues
of our pepers. Back numbers have been
malled and are already in the hands of
the comrades. The thing to do now is
to distribute them and follow up these
distributions with sales of current is-
sues and our literalure. Ap encouraging
responee to our appeal for our sympath-
izers to help ug in this drive came in
from South PBend, Indians, The back
numbiera fasked for. were in the mail
three hours after receipt of request for
them, Comrade zhould remember that
all returns muost be in the mall  (air
mail) not later than Monday noon fol-
lowing the close of the week.,

Upon conslderation we fogund it ad-
risable to revise some of the gquotes, A8
they stand now they include a larger
number of cities and are closer to what
can actually be realized. They are:
New York—§325; Minnenpolis —§3K);
Chicago—8100; Toronto—§70; Philadel-
phia—$40; Cleveland—$40; Boaton—§40;
Newark—E35; HKanzas Clty-——$30; Bt
Louis—320: Los Angeles—$20; Youngs-
town—=2E10; New Haven—3$10; Montreal
—&10; Duluth—$10; Springfeld, Ill—
£10: oW. Fraokfort, I11.—§10; Pittsburgh
—510; Trenton--55. Which eity will be
thie fiest to reach ta guota?

Judging from the returns to date and
eapecially from last week's showing Min-
neapolls is a two to one shot. But the
fing]l word has not been sald and any
one of our branches which has been sav-
ing its wind for the drive down the home
gtretch may step out to the front of the
race. For last week Minneapolis re
ported 16 subs, New York, §; Youngs-
town, 4; Chirago, 1; and 1 iz Sredited
to miscellaneonz, This brings the total
for the drive to 127. The standing of

‘the branches is as follows:

Minneapolia 40
New York
Chicago
Boston
Youngstown
at. Louls
Newark
Philadelphia
Montrenl

-

chapter of the American Legion, all with-
out sollcitation,

The meetings of the unemployed down
here pack every hall we mect in. Rolief
has been rushed. This has  developed
the enthuelasm of the masses to o point
where they suddenly reallze what an
oumce of organization can do.  Hough
rowds Iay ahead of them and in  the
bumpings that they will get scores of
good fighters for the revolutionary
movement will develop, Young workers,
who formerly were atiracted to a distant
Metropolis 1o search of employment, no
longer can be swayed by a general ex.
odus. They are staying here now and
fighting is going to be on the order of
the day.

Tomorrow iz a blg day for the miners
of Franklin Counly. A huge county de-
monstration iz planned by the miners,
Every  local union has ecalled & special
meeting and made plans for the parade
and demonstration. We anticipate, con-
servatively, 5,000 mioors. The advertis-
Ing lexflet ealls for a fAght on Boss Seab-
bery, This s the latest maneuver of
the bosses to wedge in for open shop,
500 of us marehed at the Big Mine out
nedar the edge of the town and pulled the
bosses out of the mine. After we did
this we threatened to put out all main-
tenance men I the practice of using boss
strike breakers was  abused, Mainten-
ange forces are the men who take care
of the mines from fesding, BUCEEES,
falls, ote. The bosses attempted to use
thelr stool pigeon erew of bosses inatend
of members of the Tnited Mine Workers.
This cavsed a commotion. As a result
hell Is going to pop oot unloss this de-
mand of the miners is adhered to, The
officials tell us, “Boys, we have ng oon-
tract with the conl operators so what can
we do about it? ot stuff! We have
been busy thinking of slogana for ban-
ners.  Beores of banners will stream the
whale country,

The Party bureauerats have been gut
maneuversd on every issue where they
tried their Cenwrlst polleles, and  where
they attempted to discredit those who
fought against bureaucracy. They have
been foreed to like It on several sccas-
slons. Tho artillery that they let loose
against Allard for a while, hag now
swpped. It was deing them more harm
than good and at the same time giving
Allard publicity on matters that renctad
very bad agninst them and Communism,
Now they are attempiing to use Party
members of the rank and file w0 start
in sniping away a him. But even this
has falled simply beesuse his  position
was unavailable, If any one ls respon-
slble for the uplifting of the terror
against Commuonists in this country, Al
lard and a handful of militants are to
be given the credit. The Party came
forward on a May Day program and
agaln we were inswrumental in getting
various local unlons to endorse the de-
monstration. It appears to me that the
Party Iz orlentating itself to PTOETEE-
slve elements, some with shady records.
1 cannot understand the sedden change
of polideal lnes. However, I am fully
in aceord with a united froot of all
miners,

Your artiele on the Anthracite was
very informative. I received a porsonal
letter from a young miner from Shenan-
doah, Pa. He reported along the lines
that sou had in your article, Our nExt
blg step among the progressives s to
ges oonr district forces sentralized and
then develop national eontaet.

Best Regards to all the Comrades,

—AN ILLINOIS MINER.

Miscellaneons 14

Minneapolis 1 now far in the lead but
New York regards this as a small item
to be wiped ont at its subscription drive
affair to be helg this Saturday. The
iden of glving ticket holders an 8 issue
sub to The Milltant should deaw o large
attendance and shoot 1t back inte the
lead. Minneapolls—on Yyour toes, the
fight lsn't over. The showing made last
week by Youngstown is very encouraging.
We still expect to hear from Cleveland,
Kansag Clty, New Haven, Los Angeles,
Pittaburg, Springield and W. Frankfort,
I, Toronto. We also expect to hear
agaln from Philodelphian  Boston, St
Louis, Newark, Montreal, Chicago, and
Youngstown.

MILITANT BUILDERS

The siafll of Militant builders ia mov-
ing upward. ‘This is one of*the most en-
conraging signs. It means that more
aind more comrades are belng drawn ioto
the drive. Im our opiniom we are ap-
proaching the point at which the simple
addition of nambers prodoces & QuUAR-
tity far in excess of their sum, Oor
barometer of progress is proving ltself.
The =il and s record follow: O, R
Hedluod—; C. Cowl—a; ¥, R, Dunne—
G; M. Dupne—35; A. Hoblkov—d;  F.
Barach—4; L. Basky—3; L. Roseland—
%: O Skoglund—3; 0. Cosver—3; C
Johngon—=2: J. Carr—2; K. Sactharow-—
2 F. Chelef—2; G Ray—2: M. Glott-
lieb—1: M. Koehler—1; W. Winne—1;
J. Carter—1; R. Ruskin—1; C. Forsen—
1; H. Capelis—1: 5. Zalmanoff—1; W.
Hermann—1; A. Swabeck—1; A. Glitzer
—1; L. Logan—1; Kaldis—1; M. Ster-
ling—7%: W. Curran—I1.

The staff looks very much like & roll
cal- of the Minneapolis branch. The
comrades in other branches should get
busy and bolster up thelr end of the re-
presentation,

Comrade Coover reports the following
from Minneapolis: Noo 1 team scored
nine points this week making their total
as of April 21st— thirty-seven and a
quarter (87 1-4) points. No. 2 team
seored slxteen (16} pointzs making their
total forty-three (43). The total score
for the branch—eighty amd a quarter
{80 1-4) points.’”

“We warned Chicage and New  York

it and offer the above as proof,

“Soaveral of the Minneapolizs Militant
Builders have not been mentioned in the
Militant yet. The complete list is a8
follows: M. Donne— points; V. Dunnpe
—10; F. Barach—8; S, Lesin—i4 3-4: J.
Ross—a4i 1-2: 1. Forsen—1 1-2; C. John-
gon—3 1-2; W, Curran—1-2: C. It Iled-
lund—17: O, Coover—6: L. Roaland—
4 1-2: (. Skoglund—4; 5. Barach—1: 8,

lleb—1-2. (A point s egquivalent to one

dollar). The above Includes the subs
for Bnser Eamf, Young Epartacus.
“Comrade Hedlund In furning In $11
for subs he got from members of his
inion remarked: T didn't have moch
time or T would have got them all'",
Comrades everywhere—PLEABE COPY

BOOKS BY TROTSKY

DRAFT PROGEAM OF THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
A Oriticlsm of Fundamentals®
(Out of Print in paper cover)
art 1 and 3 140 pagcs,
cloth howund $1.00
STRATEGY OF THE WORLD
REVOLUTION®
Part & of the Draft Program
BB pagpes  Ihe
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION
108 pages paper cover 5
¢loth eover $1.00
PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOT-
MENT OF THE U. 8. 8. K.*
48 pages paper cover 10o
THE FIVE YEAR PLAN*
(out of print)
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION®
0 puges paper cover 10e
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION IN
- DANGER®
04 pages paper cover  15e
COMMUNISM AND SYNDICAL-
ISM*

. pages paper cover 15
THE TURN IN THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL AND THE

GERMAN STTUATION®
{ont of print) 1=
WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND
48 page. paper eover 10
GERMANY — THE HEY TD THE
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION®
—SHALL FASCISM EEALLY
BEE VICTORIOUS?®
48 pagesa paper cover 10e
HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION—Vol. 1
BIZ pages, Retall at 34
By Speclal arrengements with the
publishers of this book we ©can
offer it to certificate holders at §2
THE REAL SITUATION TN
RUSSEA*
364 pages cloth cover $1.00
EINCE LENIN THMEID
by Max Eastmoan
158 pages paper cover O0e
In Preparation
FROBLEMS OF THE CHINESE
REVOLUTION
400 pages cloth sover £1.50
pauper cover 1.00
WHAT NEXT?—VITAL QUES-
TIONS FOR THE GERMAN
FROLETARIAT
200 pages paper cover Gle
Boaund Volume of all the pam-
phlets indicated by *  Only 100
coples available. Cloth cover $2.00
SPECIAL RATES IN BUNMDLE
ORDERS
FIONEER PUBLISHERS
Bd East 10th Street,
New York, N. X.

they had bétter watch out and we meant!

Ealmanpof—2: O, Cowl—8 1-2: M. Gott-:

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 1932

Lovestone andthe «Pseudo-Revolutionists»

Our attack upon the proposal made in
Trvestin by Karl Radek for a military
alliance beweent the Soviet Union and
the United States against Japan, has
called forth ot least ooe reply. If the
diplomats and statesmen in the Stalinist
camp Wwho hastensd to endorse Hadek's
idea promptly relapsed into sllence and
have ainee sald nothing more on the
matter, at least thelr Right wing broth-
ers-upder-the-gkin have entered the feld
to break a lance for the embarrassed
Stalinists.

In the currest lssue of the Workers Age
{April 28, 1832), the leading editorial ls
devoted to n warm defense of Radek and
an *anonymous” assault apon our posl-
tion, with the argument that even though
Radek 1s playing “bad politics based
upon an unrealistle analysis” thera is
nothing at all the matter with the idea
in principle, that it Is qunite in harmony
with the teachings and practlses of
Leninizm. The case is even helped along
by the printing of a quotation from
Lemin which Iz supposed to put the im-
print of Bolshevism on the idea of a mill-
tary allinnee and, by implication, upon
the Lovestoneites, Aa for our arguments,
they are summarily dismissed as ol
lows :

“That it 18 wrong in principle for the
Soviet power to form temporary alli-
ances, ¢ven military allinnees, with cap-
Italist powers, only & muoddled pseado-
revolutionary  phrasemonger will main-
taln. For we must remember that “war
iz the continuation of politics by other
means’, and that ‘politics is concentrated
peonomies’ ; any ‘principle’ that would
forbid & military alllance must likewise,
if logically extended, forbid o political
treaty of A commerclal agreement ™

Utilizing Capitalist Antagonisms

Have the Bolsheviks (or any  other
ruling revelutionary proletarian party)
the right to wtilize differences and anta-
gonizms exfsting at o glven moment In
the ecamp of world lmperfallsm? Abso-
Intely, the right and the duly. Ho long
as the proletariat in other countries has
oot yet come to the ald of an Isolated
workers' dictatorship, the latier muast
exploit the pntagoniama in the camp of
world Imperinliem in the interests of its
own preservation. The boteworthlest
axample of thiz iz the action of the Bol-
sheviks when the German Iimperialists
marched agalnst the Soviets following
their failure to pecept the terms of the
Hrest-Litovak treaty in February 1918,
that is, while the Allled imperlalists wera
still at war with Germany. Trotsky de-
geribes the actlon ag follows:

“(m the twenty-second of Februarr,
gt the meeting of the Central Committes,
I reported that the Frénch military mis-
sion had conveyed the Freoch and Eng-
lish offers to help us in 8 war with Ger-
mapy, I cxpresssd myself as In favor
of accepting the offer, on condition, of
course, that we be completely independ.
ent in matters of forelgn policy. Buach-
arin insisted that it was Inadmissible for
ua t¢ enter Inte any arrangements with
the imperialists. Lenin came vigorously
to my aid, and the Central Committes
adopted my reselution by slz vutes
against five. As far as I can remember
now, Lenin dictated the resolution o
these words: "That comrade Trotsky be
suthorized to accept the pssistance of
the brigands of French imperiallsm
agalnst the German brigands”™

This is the "sgreement” (Lenln dell-
berately uses fronfeal quotation marks
around the word) to which Lenin refers
In his “Letter to the Amerlean Working
Men™. In reprinting excerpts from this
letter, Lovestone, to justify his conten-
tion, commits a little forgery which s
quite characteristic of him and entitles
the letter: “On “Alllances' with imperial-

Opposition Press in
Czecho Slovakia

Our Left Opposition in Ceecho Slovakia
iz publishing two organs, a theooetical
monthly, entitled MARXISTIEA REVUE
and a weekly, entitled Delnicka Politika,
Czecho Slovakls workera in America who
may be interested in keeping in  touch
with our movement in thelr own country
can obtain these papers by writing to:
Marxisticka Revue, Fr. Eohut, Zizkov,
Chavlickovo nom 4), Prague. and to:
Delnicks Polltika, Havlickove nam 4,
Prague X1.

BT. LOUIS, ATTENTION!
O'EN FPORUM
on

May 6th at 8 P. M.

ut the
Cronden Branch Library Auditorium,

14th and Cass Avenues
Bubject :

Lynch Law, the Negro and the
Beoltshore Boys
Hpeaker: MARTIN PAYER
ADMISSION FREE

MINNEAPOLIS, ATTENTION!
STUDY CLASS
at the
Minneapolia Spartacus Youo.h Clut
“Elements of Muarxism-Leninism™
Every Frlday Night
LABOR LYCEUM
Bixth Ave., N. at Irving
Instructor: CARL COWL

HAYE YOU READ TROTSKY'S
PAMPHLET ON GERMANY?

The face of the labor movement of
the entire world, and of the Communist
workers in particular, s clogely tled up
with the fate of the German workers in
their Immediate political asituation. To
understand this In its full and Marxian
implications, every milltant worker
should repd Trotsky's pamphlet GER-
MANY, THE EEY TO THE INTERNA-
T]ﬂlrl.ﬂr BITUATION —Shall Fasclsm
Heally Be Vietorloos?

Get your copy from Plonese Publishers,

igm". Lenip writes:

"We sghook hamds with the French
moparchist although we knew that each
ana of ug wounld be pleased to hang the
other . . . And however much the hypo-
crites of Anglo-French and Amefican im-
perialism may howl and abuse us . . . I
will pot besitate for a moment to con-
clode & similar “agreement’” wlth the
Goerman lmperialist robbers o case the
attacks of the Anglo-French armies
would require §t."

But such entirely legitimate “agree-
ments” are quite a distanee from  the
alliance proposed by Rodek and justified
by Lovestone ln principle. What Radek
proposed was the conclasion of o military
alllance between (he United States, as
oné af “the capltalist powers which at
the present stage do mot infringe on ber
{the Soviet Union's) fromtiers or inter-
est=", an alllance against imperialist
Japan, That is how the i=sue stands. In
raply to this reactlonary proposal we
quoted from Lenin's theses in March
1018, directed not only against the altra-
Laftist advoeates of a “revalutionaty war
against Germany” {Bocharin and Radek),
but alse against the Menszhevika and So-
cial Devolutionista who insisted upon a
Hoviet alliance with France and England
apguninst the Hohenzollern armies.

“Our polley must be bised, not on A
cholce between two imperinlisms but on
the possibility of strengthening the =o-
clalist revolution or at least on the ned-
eagity of cnabling it to offer resistance
until the other countrles join the revolo-
tionary movement . . . We have always
fought our own lmperialism, bot the
overthrow of the imperialism of one
couttry by menns of an allinnes with
the imperialsm of another, i o line of
action that we reject both or reasdns
of principle and because we consider it
Inadmissible.™

[t ue remember that thizs was written
ot @ time when Ruassia's need for “allles™
was [ofinitely more acute than today, at
4 time when there was no Red army and
when (unlike the situation in Man-
churia) the German forees had already
advanced unpon Russlan terrltory  into
the very heart of the country. In spite
of this Lenin offered objections In prin-
ciple to the proposals for an  alllance
with the Angle-French imperialists. He
did not withdraw them even when Kaomn-
kov, leader of the Social Revolottonists,
announeed to the Hoviet Congress  the
withdrawal of that party's support of
the Bolshevik povernment becanse Lenin
preferred to sign the humilinting treaty
of Brest-LibovsEk,

Towards the end of the same ¥ear,
Lenin wrote to the party’s Central Com:-
mittee: “Now the least enlightened will
understand what cowardly treason th so-
clallam the Mensheviks and the 8. H.a
committed by accepting the alliance with
the rapaclous Francoe-English bourgeoiasle
with the alleged aim of aonuling the
Brest penee” And again, to the Sixth
Congresa of the Boviets, Lenin decluored
In retrospect: “Fote condemoed ws to
lgolatlon and after the Brest peace we
have lived through a grievous poricd. We
were Lold: "DBetter o pew alllance with
the imperialiste than such a peace’ . . .
mther a new war together with the
Anglo-Freneh than the yoke of this vio-
lent peace. We replied: if we address
ourselves to the international working
class, we shall be able to continue our
work."

As Lanin writes in the "Letter™ pub-
lished by Lowvestone: "“There are agree
ments and agrecments." With one, the
proletariat makes a revolutionary use
of temporary divisionas in the Imperionl-
ist camp; with the ofber, the proletariat
allies itself with the bourgeolsie of one
country, sacrificing  its  revolutionary
principles—towards o reactlonacy  end,
to which we shall refer later on.

Lonin made one king of “agreement”,
When the Boviets were pressed to the
wall by the advancing Germans, he
readily accepted arms and ammunition
from (he French and English; he agreed
lo use their militory specialistz to blow
up bridges and ralleoad lines in order
to impede the German fsdvance. Tho
Eoviets bound themselves to  nothing.
They ereated no  Ullosions among  the
workers of the world concerning  any
“friendliness ta the Soviet repablic” or
“nobleness of purpose” on the part of
the Eantente brigandsz, They concluded
iy seetet (or any olther kind of ) treaty
of allinnee with France, They continned
to agitate unrescervedly for the over-
throw of hoth sets of imperinlist powers
by thelr respective proletarians,

Under slmllar cireumsionees, the So-
viels womld act the same way teday in
the conilict with Japan. In face of 8
Japanese Interventlon against the T, 8,
8 W, or ¢even a threat of such a step,
the Boviels wonpld be cobively justified
In buying or accepting arms or pmmuni-
tlon from, let we sary, the Unlted Siates
(if it could get them from this imperial-
Ist power which, far from standing aside,
ng Radek impllea, is the fondamental
counter-revolutionary foree In the world

(Continued on page &)
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