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Statement on the Situation in the
International Left Opposition

———

The Natlonal Committes, having con-
sidored and discussed the most lmpor-
tant parte of the material bearing oo
the present situation in the Internatlon-
al Left Opposition, and the French sec-
tion - in partleular, has come to the fol-
lowing conclusioms :

i “The most important featurc in the
intérnal life of the International Up
posifion in the past two years, has been
the stroggle to free the movement from
the lfuemce of allen elements who Par-
alyzed ita activities by aterile intrigoes,
distorted Its principles in practical ap-
plication and hampered its development
as the gulding force of the proletarian
vanguard, We are and have been fully
eonvinesd of ithe progressive and revolu-
tionary quality of the struggle for these
ends which has been led by comrade
Trotsky. It has been an unavoildable
and pecessary stage in the preparation
of the Ioternational Laft Opposition to
fulfill its great historie tasks. The Na-
tion#l- Committee Is in  full solldarity
with the estimate of this struggle and
the perspectives of the International
Left ‘Opposition outlined In the circular
letter of comrade Trotaky under date
of December 22, 1631,

2. The correctness and necessity of
this struggle to purge the movement of
allen elementd is demonstrated, among
other -things, by the positive results in
the German sectlon after the lguldation
of the worthless intrigues of Landau
and the freeing of the section for fits
actual revolutionary tasks, The leader-
ship--of the German section, which has
taken shape In the stroggle against
Landay and his sterile factionsl reglme,
must be given all posaible international
aggistapnce snd support in its tremendous
responsiblijiies and opportunities, The
necessity of the struggle for internal
renovatlon Is shown with no less force
—although in a negative manner—by the
present state of affairs in France. The
demorallization there ensues directly
from the fa.t that the two-year strug-
gle bhas not been brought to a concluslon.

8. In our opinfon the present situa-
tlon i the French Leagune—which ought
to be a matter of grave concern Lo the
entlre Imternational Opposition=—Iis not
& new one. We regurd it rather as the
rear-snd of the stmuggle to clear the
gection of the infAueoce of unassimilable
and caregrlat elements, which has been
gnduly prolonged. The task there, as we
gee lt. 18 not to seek A solutlom of the
erisis from the standpoint of the epis-
odie guestions and differences. This only
blura the renl jssge. What s necessary
Iz a declalve course toward the liguida-
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For Unity in Needle Tradel

(Continued from page 1)

needle trades sitoation, begioning with
the International.

It goes without saying that this for-
mulatlon of the slogan of unity has noth-
ing in common with the lguidationist
program of the Lovestoneites. The Left
wing suffered o defeat in its major un-
dertaking to replace the reactionary oo
jon with amoother one. That muost be
frankly acknowledged. But it still e
taing its basic nuecleus of the most re-
Bable and tested miiltants. It still re-
mains an organized force. This foree
must be kept Intact nd demand reineor-
poration into the International as o
fighting wnit. ‘This should be the line
of ita fight, not a capitulation and the
individual re-entry of s members into
the International on the terms of Sehles-
Inger. The masses will support this pro-
poaition, including those inside the Im-
ternational at present and  (housands
who are standing aslde from both un-
fons, discournged and waiting for some
new tonrm In the situation.

But,. Foster and Browder will answer,
Bebleslnger and  his black-and-yellow
gang will mnot agree to this propossl.
The alogan of unity, as the Communists
present’ It Is not designed to meet the
approval of the labor fakera but to fac-
Iitate the struggle of the workers
mgalnst, them, The new campaign for
unity, along the lines we have suggested
will atart the re-organization of the
workers around the banper of the Left
wing. The Left wing will rise agaln as
the anthentle spokesman of the masses.
Op this basls the geouine unification of
the neédle trade workera struggle will
take place, with or without the wishes
of the soclalist hetrayers

—JAMES P. CANNON.
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tlon of the crigls by a firm stand against
the representatives of the dlsintegrating
tendencles., Among these we count the
leaders of the Jewish group, and we par-
ticularly condemn their atiempt to Sét
np a nationality group as a faction with-
in the League and thelr resignation from
the Mationsl Committes in the pame of
guch a group. Such metheds and prac-
tices are incompatible with Commuonist
organlzation. No lesa harmful, in the
drawp-0ut internal crisls of the League,
have been the ambigoous and diplomatic
mancuvers of Naville, agninst which we
have recorded ourselves in oor previous
resolation. Inm our opinion it i moat
necessary for the French League to bring
the interpal controversy Lo & concluslon,
te draw clear and precise lines and
makes & selectlon on that basis,

4. The proposal of comrade Trotsky
for the reorganization of the Inlérna-
tional Secretariat, by constituting it out
of representatives of the most important
gections whe will be responsible to thelr
gectlons, is the most feasible plan un-
der the circumstances, As the experl-
epce of the past few years has shown,
the International Opposition has not yet
developed to the point where a gecretar-
{at bmsed om the selection of persons—
{ree from accountability to the respec-
tive sectlons—could fiulfil the office
The Secrctariat must become @ resppu-
sible ‘body standing above the intrigues
and helping to liguidate them. We are
af the gpinion that comrade Mill misused
the office of Interpational Beeretary and
erred fatally by identifying himself with
the factlonal struggle in  the French
League sagainst the leadership. Thereby
he helped to negate the whole progres-
glve struggle =sgainst Landao-Naville-
Btosmer and, at the same time, uwnder-
mined the authority and discredited the
Internations] Secretariat. The reorgani-
gatlon of the Secretarlat as a responsi-
ble body will help to shield it against
such a fate by rendering it less spscap-
tible to personal moods and vacillations.

5. The diffientties of distance, ete,
make 5 timely and effective participation
of the American League in the internal
questions of the European sectlons ex-
tremely difficult, and preclude altogether
any pretensions on our part to play a
leading role in their solution. We must
not undertake that, Neverthelesa we
conglder 1t desitable to participate mors
directly in the work of the International
Hecretariat throogh an elecied represen-
tative and the National Committes will
propose to select such a representative
of . the American league a8 s00n os pos-
wibla, It Iz necessary to ackoowledge &
glackness In our international activities
and duties, the nature of which and iis
basic causes have been accurately de-
acribed in comrade Teotsky's cirdular
letter. In order for our League to be
useful in the solution of the Internal
problems of the European sectlons, and
to educate (tself In Internationalism io
the process, I must frmly organize =&
collective particlpation. The National
Committes as a8 whole muost familiorize
Itself with the Internatlomal guestions
and bring a collective judgment to bear
upon them, The most important mater
inl must be translated and supplied Eo
the Leagoe membership for information
and dizcussion. The progressive  ele-
ments in all sections. which are atrog-
gling for the WUquildation of circle pay-
chology, sterile  intellectuallem  and
worthilezs factional intrigucs, and for the
consolidation of genuinely revolutionary
cadmes, must be pssurad ab every slep
that they have o consclous and resolute
ally in the American Lemgae,
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AMERICA {OPPOSITION}
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Failure of Danube Union!
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countries is needless to state. The glt-
wation In All countrles is hnu.ml_ to
change radically In the event of a victor-
jous proletarian revolution In Germany.
It is one of the hy no means small tasks
of the proletarian revoluteln to come Lo
the aid of the small nations with a clear
program for solving their vital and
pressing  problems. The Comintern and
the German Communist Party, however,
completely lgnore the international sit-
aation and advanee no slogan outside
of the general slogan of a Boviet Ger-
many amnd the abatract slogan of D
fend the Soviet Union”. The fact that
Hitler is successfully cxploiting  the
existing situation in Furope and react-
ing on it in his propaganda deserves i
be mentioned. There can be no doubk
that the German delegation to the Leon-
don Conference on the guestion of the
Danublan countries was compelled to
take n position of defiance towarids
France under the pressure of Hitler's
propaganda. Has the German i mnn-
jst Party made clear the Communist
poeition on this question to the bromd
masges in Germany and the rest of the
European countries?
The Slogan of & Soviet United
Siates of Eorops

In the year of 1923, at the time of the
oecupation of the Rubr and the reslting
rovolutionary situation in Germany the
Comintern under the pressare of  com:
rade Trotsky adopted the slogan of a
Zoviet United States of BEurope. But the
leadership had nevertheless remained
hostile to it. Later it entirely aban-
doned it on the ground that, in Btalin's
declaration, it was impossible to forapes
whether it would be necessary lo apply
the slogan of the United States of Fur-
ope after the proletarian revelution. Bub-
sequently the slogan of a Soviet United
States of Burope had been  declared
wprotakyism™ and bitterly attacked by
the Comintern leadership. But  this
glogan has been and is today more than
avor of vital importance to the Buropean
proletariat because It flows from the
very character of the present epoch of
the economic development,

The main characteristic feature of the
present opoch Is the international scale
of the productive forces which come
inte econfliet with and are breaking
through the national boundaries. Hence,
the national confiicts and the imperialism
which oppresses and strangulates the
small natlons. The last world war was
a direct result of the above process of
the development of the productive forces.
Since the world war this process has
greatly increased, and the contradictions
of capltalism with it. Sociallsm which
s progressive and must hase itsell on a
higher development of the productive
forees, surely cannol be driven Into the
framework of national boundaries. On
the contrary, the internationsl character
of the productive forces under soclalism
will greatly incresse. Soclalism  will
spread Hself over the face of the whole
world. There iz where 1t derives its in-
ternntional character and on  which s
based the slogan of a Soviet United
Btates of Europe.

“The term: The Soviet United States
of Europe expresses the hlea that soc-
falism iz impossible in a single country.
It cannot even attaln ita full develop-
mont within the limits of a continent
The Bocialist United States of Europs
represents g stage of a historlcal slogan
on the road to the Soclalist World Fed-
eratlon.” Leon Trotsky, The Militant,
D, T, 1020,

The present leadership of the Comin-
tern, naturally, eannot adopt this slogan
becanse it contrndicts Stalin's theory of
“goclalism In one conntry., This false
theory 18 the main source of all tactical
mistakes and its bankruptcy in problems
of the greatest Importance to the inter-
national proletariat,

—ALBERT ORLANIDN.

Execution of Scottsboro Boys Stayed

Two developments in the Heottsboro
case within the past week testify to the
protest it has aroused in the working
clasa. The execution has been stayed to
June 24 upon the appeal of the I. Lo Ik
to the 1. 3. Sapreme Court. No doubt
the bourbon tiger still feels that its prey
Is secure, It fesls that it can afford
this amall concession and expects that
ita judicial superior will confirm its find-
ing.

The State Department has applied to
the Governor for information about the
cfaze for transmission to U. 5. consulates
abroad, Unguestionably this 18 a reac-
tlon to the working class pressure abroad
being brought to bear on the diplomatle
representatives of dollar Imperialism.

In the consciousness of the interna-
tlonal working class the memorles of the
Saceo-Vanzetti and Mooney cases are
still green, They de noi need  legal
proofs of the Ionocence of the Bcotisboro
boys, The Amerlean frame-up system 18
famillar to them. In thizs case they see
another nitack on the international work-
Ing clasa,

And they are protesting. They hold
mectings and send eables of protest. The
mother of one of the boye, Mra. Wright,
will tour Germany under the suspicss of
ihe International Hed Ald to speak for
all nine of the bhays.

Wil the 1. 8. Bupréeme (Court confivm
the decizlon of the Alabama Suprems
Court? It may. It may reserve it. One
thing is gure. Only an arcoused working
clags movement can save these nine mem.

bers* of our class. Beiween now and|

June 24 the time isg short. ‘The small
conce=silona the capitalist oclass  Doas

ylelded must be a atimulens to yet great-
er activity. ’

this there Iz yet Hitle sign, The 1. L. I
Iz not dodng it. The C. P. iz oot dolog
it, They limit themselves to enlls for
demonstrations In the Communist preas.

This is not sufficlent. Only & com-
paratively small number of workers read
the Communiat press. Only &  small
number respond to the party's ealls. The
ovarwhalming bulk of the working class
iz still pon-Communist, It mu&st be ap-
proached thru the press it remds, thru
the organizations it supporta.

For this s required the tactie of the
anited front of working class organlza-
tions, This the party and the I L. Ik
ghould take the lgad In organizing,
There iz no other way Lo boild a4 mass
movevent to free the Scottsbore boya,

—T. BTAMM.
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UCRATIC ULTIMATISM

When the newspapers of the new Socialist Labor
Party (the S. A. P.) criticize “the party egoism” of
the social democracy and of the Communist party;
when Seydewitz® assures us that so far as he is con-
cerned, “the interests of the class come before the in-
terests of the party,” they only fall into  political
sentimentalism, or, what is worse, behind this senti-
mental phraseology, they screen the interests of their
own party. This method is no good. Whenever re-
action demands that the interests of “the nation” be
placed before class interests, we, Marxists, take
pains to explain that under the guise of “the whole™,
the reaction puts through the interests of the ex-
ploiting class. The interests of the nation cannol be
formulated otherwise than from the point of view of
the ruling class, or of the class pretending to sover-
eignity. The interests of the class cannot be formu-
lated otherwise than in the shape of a program; the
program cannot be defended otherwise than by creat-
ing the party.

RELATION OF FARTY TO CLASS

The class, taken by itself, is only material for ex-
ploitation. The proletariat assumes an independent
role only at that moment when from a social class in
itzelf it becomes a political class for itself. This can-
not take place otherwise than through the medium of
a party. The party is that historical organ by means
of which the class becomes class conscious, To say
that “the class stands higher than the party,” s to
assert that the class in the raw stands higher than the
class which is on the road to class conscicusness. Not
only is this incorrect but it is reactionary. There
isn’t the slightest need for this smug and shallow
theory in order to establish the necessity for a united
front.

The progress of a class toward class consciousness,
that_is, the building of a revolutionary party which
leads the proletariat, is a complex and a contradictory
process. The class itself is not homogeneous. Its
different sections arrive at class consciousness by dif-
ferent paths and at different times. The bourgeoisie
participates actively in this process. Within the
working class, it creates its own institutions, or util-
izes those already existing, in order to oppose certain
strata of workers to others. Within the proletariat
sevéral parties are active at the same time. There-
fore, for the greater part of its historical journey, it
remains split politically. The problem of the United
Front—which arises during certain periods most
sharply—originates therein.

"The historical interests of the proletariat find their
expression in the Communist party—when its policies
are correct. The task of the Communist party con-
sists in winning over the majority of the proletariat;
and only thus is the socialist revolution made possible.
The Communist party cannot fulfill its mission except
by preserving, completely and unconditionally, its
political and organizational independence apart from
all other parties and organizations within and witheut
the working class. To transgress this basic prineiple
of Marxist pelicy is to commit the most heinous of
erimes against the interests of the proletariat, as a
class, The Chinese revolution of 1925-1927 was
wrecked precisely because the Comintern, under the
leadership of Stalin and Bucharin, forced the Chinese
Communist Party to enter into the party of the Chi-
nese bourgeoisie, the Kuo Min Tang, and to obey ita
diseipline. The experience resulting from the appli-
eation of Stalinist policies as regards the Kuo Min
Tang will enter forever inte history as an cxample of
how the revolution was ruinously sabotaged by its
leaders. The Stalinist theory of “two-class workers'
and peasants’ parties” for the Orient is the generaliza-
tion and authorization of the practice employed with
the Kuo Min Tang; the application of this theory in
Japan, India, Indonesia, and Korea has undermined
the authority of the Comintern and has set back their
revolutionary development for a number of years. This
same policy—perfidious in its essence—was applied,
though not quite so cynically, in the United States,
in England, and in all countries of Europe up to 1928,

UNCONDITIHONAL INDEPENDENCE OF €. P. UNDER ALL
HISTORICAL CONDITIONS

The struggle of the Left Opposition for the main-
tenance of the complete and unconditional independ-
ence of the Communist party and of its pelicies, un-
der each and every historical condition, and on all
stages of the development of the proletariat, strained
the relations between the Opposition and the Stalin-
ist faction to the breaking point during the period of
Stalin’s bloe with Chiang Kai-Shek, Wang Chin Wei
Purcell, Radich, La Follette, etc. It is quite unneces-
sary to reecall that both Thaelmann and Remmele as
well as Brandler and Thalhetmer, during this strug-
gle, were completely on Stalin's side against the Bol-
shevik-Leninists. It is not we, therefore, who have to
go to school and learn from Stalin and Thaclmann
about the independent policies of the Communist
party!

But the proletariat moves toward revolutionary
consciousness not by passing grades in school but by
passing through the class struggle, which abhors in-
terruptions. To fight, the proletariat must have un-

-|ity in its ranks. This holds truc for partial economic

conflicts, within the walls of a single factory, as well
as for such “national” political battles as the one to
repel Fascism. Consequently the tactic of the United
Front is not something accidental and artificial—a
cunning maneuver—mnot at all; it originatés, entirely
and wholly, in the objective conditions governing the
development of the proletariat. The words in the
Communist Manifesto which state that the Commun-
ists are not opposed to the proletariat, that they
have no interests separate and apart from. those of
the proletariat as a whole, earry with them the mean-
ing that the struggle of the party to win over the

TROTSKY
P

majority of the class must in no instance come into
opposition with the need of the workers to keep unity
within their fighting ranks.

Die Rore Fanuxe is completely justified in con-
demning all discussions concerning the contention that
“the class interests must be placed above party inter-
ests.”  In reality, the correctly understood interests
of the class are identical with the correctly formulated
problems of the party. So long as the discussion is
limited to this historico-philosophical assertion, the
position of Die Rote Fanxe is unassailable. But the

political conclusions which it deduces therefrom are -

nothing short of mockery 'of Marxism.

The identity, in principle, of the interests of the
proletariat and of the aims of the Communist party
does not mean either that the proletariat as a whole is,
even today, conscious of its class interests, or that the
party under all conditions formulates them correctly.
The very need of the party originates in the very fact
that the proletariat is not born with the innate under-
standing of its historical interests. The task of the
party consists in learming, from experience derived
from the struggle, how to demonstrate to the prole-
tariat its right to leadership. While, the Stalinist
bureaucracy, on the contrary, holds to the opinion
that it ean demand point blank obedience from the
proletariat, simply on the strength of a party pass-
port, stamped with the seal of the Comintern.

CORRECT CONCEPTION OF THE UNITED FRONT

Every United Front, which doesn't first plaee itself
under the leadership of the Communist party, reiter-
ates Ihe Rore Fauwxe, is directed against the inter-
ests of the proletariat. Whoever doesn’t recognize the
leadership of the Communist party is none other than
the “counter-revolutionary” himself. The worker 1s
obliged to trust the Communist organization in ad-
vance, on its word of hoenor. From the identity, in
principle, of the aims of the party and of the class,
the functionary deduces his right to lay down the law
to the class. The very historieal problem which the
Communist party is yet to solve—that of uniting the
overwhelming majority of the workers under its ban-
ner—is turned by the bureavcrat into an ultimatum,
into a pistol which he holds against the temple of the
working class, Formalistic, administrative and bur-
eaucratic thinking supplants the dialectie.

The historieal problem that must be solved is de-
ereed as solved already. The confidence yet to be won,
is announced as won already. That, it goes without
saying, is the easiest way out. But very little is
achieved that way. In poelitics one must proceed from
facts as they are, and not as one would like them to
be, or as they will be eventually. The position of the
Stalinist burcauncracy drawn to its eonclusion leads,
in fact, to the negation of the party., For what 1s
the net result of all its historical labor, if the prole-
tariat is obliged beforehand to accept the leadership
of Thaelmann and Remmele?

From the worker desirous of joining the ranks of
the Communists, the party has a right to demand: You
must accept our program and uh&j our regutatil;ma
and the authority of our electoral institutions. But
it is absurd and eriminal to present the same & priori
demand, or even a part of it, to the working masscs
or workers® organizations when the matter 15 broached
of joint action for the sake of definite aims of strug-
gle. Thercby the very foundations of the party are
undermined ; for the party can fulfill its task only by
maintaining correct relations with the elass. Instead
of issuing such a one sided ultimatum, which irritates
and insults the workers, the party should submit a
definite program for joint action: that is the surest
way of achieving leadership in reality.
BUREAUCRATIIC ULTIMATISM LEADS TO NEGATION

OF THE FARTY

Ultimatism is an attempt to rape the working class
after failing to convince it: Workers, unless you ac-
cept the leadership of Thaelmann-Remmele-Neumann,
we will not permit you to establish the United Front.
The bitterest foe could not devise a more wunsound
position than the one in which the lcaders of the party
place themselves. That is the surest way to ruin.

The leadership of the German Communist Party
stresses its ultimatism all the more sharply by the
casuistical eircumloeution in its proclamations, “We
make no demands that you aceept our Communist view
beforchand.” This rings like an apology for policies
for which there is no apology. When the party pro-
claims its refusal to enfer into any kind of negotiations
with other organizations but offers to take in under
the party leadership those social demoeratic workers
who want to break with their organizations without
their being obliged to call themselves Communists,
then the party is using the language of pure ultima-
tism. The reservation as regarde “our Communist
views" is absolutely ludicrous: the worker who is at
this very moment ready to break with his party and
to participate in the struggle under Communist lead-
ership, would not be deterred by the fact that he must
call himself a Communist. Jugglery with labels and
subtleties of diplomacy are foreign to the workers.
He takes politics and organizations as they are. He
remains with the social demoeracy as long as he does
not trust Communist leadership. We can - say with
assurance that the majority of social democratic
workers remain in their party to this day not because
they trust the reformist leadership but because they
do not as yet trust that of the Communists. But they
do want to fight against Fascism even now. Were
they shown the first step to take in a concurrent strug-
gle, they would insist upon their organizations taking
that step. If their organizations balked, they might
reach the point of breaking with them,

—L. TROTSKY.
i{To be Contloued)

(From Wuar Nexr?—Vital Questions for the Ger-
man Proletariat)




