r B R e T e

PAGE 2

Among the Unemployed

NEW YORK, N. X.

The B26,000 persons, conslsting almost
entirely of workers nnd thele faemilies,
who are completely dependent upon the
varlous city rellef organizations for their
food and shelter, are about to learn once
mors the blessings of living in a capital-
{gt sotiety. This vast number does oot
inciude the thousands, who have been
refused aid on one shabby pretext or
another, nor does it include the tens of
thousands of others, who have been pa-
Hently starving while their cas:d are -
ing “Investigated.”

In the N. ¥. Times of April bth, Frank
j. Taylor, Commissioner of Publlc Wel-
fare, stated that the Home Relief Bur-
enu, taking care of 125,000 families,
would due to lack of funds {mmediately
close ffty of its goventy-five precinet
relief stations and that food allowances,
averaging about four dollars B Week peT
tamily, would be cut ten per cent. He
admitted that this cut would compel those
recelving this small amount to live on
a very monotonous diet and that mal-
autrition, that is, starvation, and lilness
wonld be the result of it affecting @8-
peclally children.

In the same article it is stated that
the daily outlay of $78,000 is to be cut
to £30,000, which means that over half
of thoss workers and their familles now
receiving ald will be refuzed further
aeslstance. But this Is by no means the
complete story. The Times carrled an
artlicle on Monday, April 11th, stating
that the $32,500,000 which the elty bas
been doling out since lust fall, is prac-
tically exhausted and that unless !u;tl:p
er funds are raised all relief will come
to o standstill on June 1st. $32500,000
may seem to many an enormous sum of
money, but it is less than the wages the
millions of unemployed workers in this
elty would ordinarily earn in two wesks !

Touched by the misery of these “poor
anfortunates’” the Commlissioner calls
for an additional $20,000000 to continue
the “good work". But that the city has
definitely declded to pass the buck ls
proven by the insuguration, some thres
weeks ago, of the “Block-Alders”. The
plan of this organization is to ecollect
money on each block in the city to sup-
port the unemployed living omn that
block, and by these means placing the
barden directly upon those workers who
still have jobs. While thess workers
whose wages have bean cut in half are
snddled with this huge task, the clvic
association, composed of bosses and
property owners, are clamoring for a
reductién in taxes and are demanding
that fhe ity reduce its expenses by cut-
ting fhe rellet appropriations and by
firing” large numbers of s employees.
They are well aware that these measures
will awell the ranks of the unemployed,
but they are concerned only with their
own profits,

That the workers, all of whom are
faced with these prospects, have not in
any conslderable number begun to fAght
against them & evident. This i8 due
primarily to the fact that the only party
capable of leading them, the Communist
Party of America by itz false policles
and Inadequate slogans, has succeeded
under Stalinlat leadership only ln cutting
itself off almost entirely from the mass-
¢, That the working ¢lass of America
gz a whole g backward is well known,
bot the pressore of conditions, that la,
unemployment, wage cuts and starva-
tlon cafnnot help bat move them to Ac-
tlon within the coming period.

—W. K.
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'ETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS

From a Ford Worker
THFE, MASSACRE MODEL
The agencies and shops of the Ford
Motor Co., on aceount of the low prices
and low running expenses of the Ford
care, kept mmmrqti-.'ﬂ:,- busy through
the deepening depression. But it reached
them, too. The shops became empty-
\fen were lald off, Dealers went bank-
rupt. The Ford Motor Co. kept silent.
Dealers suffered nervons tensions. While
the public was told at regular intervals
that thousands of -men were geing hack
to work and prosperity, the dealers
heard pothing, The Ford Motor Co. had
a new car ready for the publie. But in
the low market 1t would have haen Mmere-
ly another car. *It Wos gerpped. The
Ford Co. pursuaed policy of watchfdl
waltlng. Now it Is ready to spring, the
1 thing. ‘The curtain 1s lifting and
with the VS8, the Massacre Model, we
hohold a new phase of development af
the eapitalist sysiem, The great adver-
tising machine works better than ever
before, While the big press is humming
with the heroic attempt of Henry Ford
tp erank up the stalled machinery of
production once more, the Ford dealers
and their employers are rounded up and
aubmitted to truly high pressure sales
oratory. The high official of the Ford
Motor Co. speaking at the roundup In
Ohin treated his audience as 80 many
children. He nevér once even touched
the fundamental function of the capital-
ist system of production; the increasing
pumber of all kinds of commodities pro-
duced by labor displacing machlnes,
which -less and less people are able to
buy. No, the blame was put on thie
dealers and their employers. It Is the
failure to meet the customer with the
plght service smile sticking out of n
beand new theater usher uniform. It 18
the fallure to paint a whita border
around the fleor 6 inch high and 8 inch
wide, that eaused the prospective cus-
tomer not to rush in. Thers I8 nothing
wrong with the country physicully, ie ia
all mental. “Worry kills, work thrills—
now go to work and Spring s not far
off.” "“To be sure there are hardships
and suffering. There are employers who
tozs sleeplessly on their plllows trying
to make things meet on payday. But
thore are herces among yog who decline
te lay off men, who look optimistically
intg the future. Be glad that you are
gtill hanging on. We ought to have
enough decency not to bite the hamds
that feed us (the speaker was hitting
at the grumblings of the dealers). FYhat
would you do without the Ford Motor
Co. providing jobs for you¥" Here the
writer broke the spell and made the
mental mote that the workers of Amer-
fea and the whols world will give the
only reply to that question in the not
too distant future. A reply that will
giartle the Fords and the Schwaba, the
Rockefellers ond the Morgans, ‘The
workers will glve them a tremendous
kick in the pants and take away from
them the means of production and or-
ganize it on a different basis—prodoc
tion for use and not for private profitg—
will provide a job for every one wanting

one.
® & @ &

All thiz while no hands are working
gn the ¥V &% The Massswcré Model in
small numbers Is rushed from one show-
rogm to another, The “thousands™ of
men are still walting at this writing for
the final word to start In  (middle of
March), Tt i a life and death question
for the American workers to lenrm (o
understand the funetions of this viclons
capitalist syatem of onrs and prepare for
it destrnction in opder to make room
for the new system of production. And
don't let them kid you, if they yed "Com-
munlsts”, “Bolsheviks™, “Teds™.

—=FORD WORKER.
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Economic Crisis Continues to Deepen

The orisis s still decpening. It is
enough to look at the latest Annallst
(April 15) to fnd abundant evidenee to
that effect. The grapha show that pig
fron and steel ingot production beve
tallen to new lows for the entire period
gloce 1819, All the other Indices of the
pountry's production are Ukewise mov-
ing downward.

The expected spring upturn haa proved
to be another disappointment to the
Babaons and the people who still swal-
low thelr stoff. The economic’ messian-
tem of Ford tosk the form of a maching
gun fusilade.

Thi purveyors of bourgeois optimism
now restrict their dope to more quallfied
formulations than they used formerly.
Thus the New Tork Tiowes of April 18
“Duriog the last week some officials ex-
pressed, with what has been described
as ‘cautlons optimism’, the view that the
worat featurea of lignidation may be over
and that a turn In the tide has come or
goon will pome, with a slow recovery
from economic depression In this coun-
tryY Expressior® hepand now  are
—_—ee—

DEBATE

On Priday, May Gth at 8 P. M. at the
Labor - Temple, the Spartacus Youth
Clab wlll debste the Young Peoplea'
Boclalist peague om: Sockalism ve. Com-
munism—Can the Program of the Social-
let Party Emanclpate the American
Worketd? Comrades Glotzer and Ray
will defend the Communist position.
Frank ‘Palmer of the Federated Fress
will b# the chalrman. “Both sides are
busy pfreparing.

The blg hall in the Labor Temple has
beeh tgperved for ‘hat evenlng. Admis-
slon ls.be ticket and s only 20¢. Tickets

are on sile at 84 East 10th Street.

largely restricted to the belief that in-
dicators point to a check In  lguidation
and that unless further adverse factors
appear, 8 more hopeful outlook = justh

‘fed” So speak the capitalist hessians

of the pen. It is to throw dust in the
ey

The asthentic spokesmen of capitallsm
speaks in B more pessimistic vein. J. P.
Jordan writing in the April 15 Annalist
aaye, in Face the Facts: “For two full
vears we all have hoped that the de-
pression in busioess had speot Its force,
1030 was bad; 18981 was worse, and now
1932 seema generally worse tham 1931
But the most alarming feature right now
la that there seeme to e few slgns that
1938 will be much better. I this iz so0,
and there are many sigme to point that
way, It becomes most obvious-—that for-
ther and deeper adjustments must b
mude, . . " This s a troer pleture
of the perspective capitalism holds be-
fore itself,

And the remedy it proposes to apply
—wage cuts! That 1s the meaning of
Jordan's “further and deeper adjust-
ments". He uwrges capitalists every-
where Lo "rlght at the stare let ua dis-
pose of the element of senbtiment”. No
doulit the capitalist class intends to
lannch a new wave of wage culs, The
fortheoming ten percent cut In the wages
of the steel workers, anmouneed roecent-
1y, will be the first point of attack.

The workers maust resist. That s the
only way to prevent not only this at-
tack on thelr lving standards but the
“further and deeper” onslaughta which
will follow inevitaby if this one is peace-
ably accepted by them. To  the Com-
munist party falls the daty of organizing
this resistance and giving jt leadership.

—T. 8

THE MILITANT

The final month of the Militant sub-
geription drive has been Incofporated in
a campalgn to secure the Left Oppesiticn
press. This sampalge will open on the
first of May aod close on the first of
Junpe, Its objective iz to build a solid
foundation for our papers. Its central
glogan 8 BUILD THE OFPOSITION
PRESS. Iits goal iz 31,000, This is to
be distributed as follows: 505 to The
Militant: 309 to Unser Hamf; 10% to
Communistes: 109% to Young Spartacus.
This division I3 excluslve of remittances
made during this month for subs and
pundle orders, These proceeds will be
turned over to the proper organs with-
ot division but will be incloded in their
totals.

Quolas have been assigned to the
branches, They are: New York-—S400;
Minneapolls—8180; Chicago—$100; Tor-
onto-—E70: Roston—$40; Philadelphla—
40 Cleveland—=340; Newark—3$30; Kan-
sus Clty—330; 8t Louls—32Z5; Youngs
town—=310; Los  Angeles—$10; New
Haven—E10; Montreal—§10.

If any branch Iz of the opiniom that
its financial ability has been underesti-
muted in these gquotas we will gladly
ralee s flgure with appropriate eelf
critieism, On the other hand npothing
ean persuade us that any guotan should
be lowered. Each week we will publish
the quota and results attained by each
branch for all to see

These gquotas can be realized by work-
ing along the lines already worked out
and deseribed below,

CAMPAIGN SCHEDULE

The firat week of the campaign, May 1
to May 8 inclusive, ia to be devoted to
an organized distribution of recent back
Igsues of onr papers, and simultanecns
and sabsequent follow-up sales of cor-
renl 1ssues together with sales of our
literature. The bock nombers will  be
sont out slmultanecusly with thla an-
nonncement, ‘The branches sghould m-
mediately inventory thelr stocks of Mlt-
erature, and If short, should orpder at
onee.

The second week of the campalgn,
May 8 to 14 Inclusive, i to be devobed to
collectlons, ‘This ahould be A concen-
trated, organlzed drive. Everyone who
has an Iota of sympathy for the ldeas
and struggle of the Left Opposition
ghaild be fefreted out and asked fo
help with donations and pledges. All
donwtions and pledges should be aclieit-
od for payment during the month. We
are counting upon all onr membars and
rupporters to take collection boxes and
work actively in this collection.

The third week, May 15 to May 22 in-
clusive, is to be devoted to n canvass for
new subs, renewals, and bundle orders
for news stands amd  bookstores. The
organizatlon in the second week of the
campaign should be swung into line for
this work. In this work the lteratore
premijums, combined sub rates, the time-
liness of comrade ‘Troisky's weltings,
eapecially on the German gquestion, news
gtand posters, return privileges on bun-
dle orders should be utilized to the ut-
most,

The fourth week, May 23 to May 30
inelusive, 18 to be devoted to the organd-
zation of affairs for the benefit of our
press. These affairs can be either in-
door enlertainments im rented halls or
private houses, or outdoor pienics, bikes;
wlmtever conditlons make easfest and
moat productive, If posalble the affalrs
dhould be held during the week-énd on
May 28, 20, or 30 so that the entire
Leagone can wind up the campaign -at the
same time on a national scale

Each branch should elect a committee
to organlze Ite share of the campaign
work, The committee must report all
results by alr mail. The reports must
be in the mail not later tham nodn on
Monday following the close of the pre-
ceding week. This I8 nepessary to make
The Militant on time. All reports will
be published in all oar organs. All
material necessary for the campalign will
be supplicd by the national office.
AFPEAL TO SYMPATHIZERS

In citles where we bave no branches
we appeal to our readers and sympath-
izers to give us a concrele manifestation
of thelr support by actively jolning in
the campaige, If they will write wus
immediately we will outline for them a
plan we have already worked oul.

All comrades should understand that
wlth onr extremely slender resources we
are izsuing four ofgnns ln thres latgd-
agea, The revolutlonary movement has
rarely witnessed a similar achievement,
We are determined to contlome, to  go
Aahend as seon a8 possible. What we
need at the present time s & ssunder
financial basls, an inerease in our tech-
nical equipment, & wider circle of read-
TS,

All three are, of coorse, ineeparalle
They can be achieved only simrultaneons-
Iy: That s why our campalgn Is or-
gnniged along the lines dezsecribed above,
We are confldent that whoever seea the
proflem this way will contrlbute his

MILITANT AFFAIR

On Baturday, April 30 at 8 P. M. the
New York branch of the League will hold
an affale at itz headdquariers, 54 Bast
| 10th Street, for the beneft of The Mili-
I'tant. Thiz affair {8 being organlzed by
the captains of The Militant subscription
drive teams, comrades Craine and Bord.
The entire procesds of the afMalr will be
turned ovér to The Militant. Admission
ia by tiéket and is only 285¢ Tickets can
be purchased at the door by those com-
rades whem we fail *o reach through the
mall or otherwise. MThe unlgue feature
of the affair is that everyone who pays
for a ticket is entitled to an eight Issus
sub to The Militant for himself and a

Ariend. Out-of-town branches please note,

i

Opposition Press Drive: May 1 - June 1

time and energy to—BUILD THE OF-
FOSITION PRESS.

& @ % @

Early this week comrade Coover reé-
ported nine subs to The Milltant and
threa to Unser Hamf, This shot Mion-
eapolls to the head of the list in the
standing of the branches. Angd We WiTe
going to report it this way. But just
as we were golng to press New  York
crossed the tape with one sub, its long
contribution for the week, and they were
tied, At this gpmte Minneapolis  will
reallze its intentlon of giving the New
York branch drubbing. The standing
of the branches Is as follows:

Minnenpolls a1
New York 23
Chicago ]
Baozbon 4
2t. Louis 1
Newark 1
Philudelphia 1
Montreal 1
Miscellaneous 1R

This makes a total of 100 subs ngalnst
£7 last week, an increase of 15 No new
bundle orders are reported,

The situation in Minneapolis can be
geeg from comrade Coover's words; “The
Mo, 1 Team {(Myles Dunne, Capt.} total-
ed 3 1-2 points for the second week im
Apell making that No. 1 Team's standing
94 1-4 points: while the Noo 2 Team
(¥¥m. Curran. Capt.) agaln  increased
their weekly total by getting § 1-2 points,
making their (otal 27 points. Not guite
ecoough, however, to catch up with the
No. 1 Team,

“Total points for the Minneapolis
branch for April 13 stood at 55 1-4. The
next two weeks are going to bring forth
aome keen competition between the rival
teama a8 the feam having the highest
total on Wednesday, April 27 are to be
the guests at an affair to be put on by
the other team. League members and
sympathizers should get their subs Into
the hands of one or the other of the
team captaing before April Z7¢h.”

What is there to say about this except

ather branches pleass copy.

The MNew York branch is holding an
affair for The Militant on April 30 Ii
hazs a unlque 1des which can be copled
profitably by the other branches. The
admisgion price of 25 ecents entitles the
tieket holder or a friend to amn 8 issue
sub to The Militant. The affair iz de-
acribed elzewhere in this lssoe

L ] - W

The staff of Militant Bullders is grow-
ing. - It now includes 26 comrades, an
Ineregse of four over last week., Minn-
eapolls I8 more than ever itd mainstay.
The staff amnd its record follow: C. Cowl
—0: A. Konikov—4; V. K. Dunne—i;
F. Barach—4: L. Basky—3; (. Shog-
lund—3; M. Dunne—3; C. K, Hodlond—
3: (0, Coover—2; J. Carter—1; R. Ruskin
1; . Forsen—1; H. Capelis—1; L.
Roseland—1; R. Hacharow-—1; 8. Zal-
mansf—1; W, Herman—1,; A. Bwakeck
—1: A. Glotzer—1; 1. Logan—1; Kaldia
—1; G. Ray—1: M. Sterling—1: W.
Curran—I1.

We expect that the press campalgn
will see this staff grow to many tlmes
ity present aige. The question now lg—
will Minneapolis have a pushover, or
are the ofher branoches going to wake
up and glve It a Aght?
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IN THE CANADIAN MOVEMENT

Canadian miners

In the lgnite coal mining industry of
Saskatchewan anether wedge has been
dug into black layers of coal

The developments are at present tak-
lng place in the southern portion of that
Provinee, at Beinfailt and Eatevan, the
centre of the soft coal mining camps,
coptrolled by Britlsh, Amerlcan and
Canadian capital. The town of Beinfalt
i3 a typlcal company Lown of about
2,800 people, containing all the primi-
dve conditions of civilization, wooden
ghacks, earthen streets, company Stores,
gte., and none of its amenities, as far as
¢he miners are concerned. The bosses
of this district are viruleotly against the
workers organizing inte unlons of any
gind and when, under the pressura oOf
thelr conditions, the miners came out o
strike under the banner of the Left wing
Mine Workers' Unlon of Canada agalnst
thelr low wages and Intensified rational-
lzation, for an eqguitable distribation of
work and the right to appoint their own
checkwelghman, the operators had their
tools on the munbeipal council of the
nearby town of Estevan, where the mfn-
ers  usually  mest, Resolutipns werd
railroaded through probibiting the min-
ers meetlng in halle or parading chrough
the streeds, using this as a means to hin-
der the miners in thelr organlzation. It
18 also belleved the T, M. W. A. gave
the boasea thelr best advice on how to
break o strike.

From the sparse reports received hers,
the union was suecessful in calling out
a large proportion of the miners, who
decided to bold a parade and demon-
giration in Estevan. 1t took place on
September 20th, 1931, With the sym-
pathy and support of the poor farmers
of the district, the parade started off
kn 80 ¢ars and trock Alled with miners
and thelr families, Upon reaching the
town they were met by a cordon of Royal
Canadian Mounted Police armed with all
the Instruments of warfare; thres of
the trucks turned of the highway iInto
the town, the occupants dismounted and
the police came after them mnd arrested
their leader, a miner. Thelr. comrades
In otheér trocks came down and procesd
ad to aee what was the muaiter; the pol-
iee, without warnlng, immediately opened
filre on the defenscless men, women aond
chiidren, who tried to defend themsalves
by throwing stones at the mounties.

on bond or given short terms of impris-
sopment.  A. Buller, In charge of women's
work, who was not even in the demon-
ateation and to whom the jury recom-
mended lenfency, wae senténced to one
year at hard labor plus o $500 fine; Sam
Searlett received one year plus 3100 and -
I. Mindster, two years at hard labor. The
hadge was capecially vicious with those
somrades who expressed thelr working-
clasp sentiments openly in  court. For
Iinstance, one J. Melean, a checkwelgh-
man, who Incurred the hatred of the
bosses, and whose crime consisted in
refpsing to cheaf the miners, wis aboot
to be placed on suspended sentence, and
the judge was expressing  hypoecritical
soliticiousness from his slck wile.  AMe-
Lean Informed the judgpe that his wife
necded brend and not judielal sentiment
—and McLean was given elght months
at hard labor. These cnses are being
appenled.

The suffering 'of the miners in the
Weat has made them militant, and
sporadic strikes are still taking place.
A call has been Issued for a  general
gtrike, and pnder proper Left wing lead-
ership this strike activily may be devel-
oped Into homogeneous actlon. The
milners tn Canada and the U, 8. A are
heglnning to move, and may becomé the
harbinger " of the upward awing in the
workers' struggles, .

Information as fo the exact cconomla
lnfivences In the coal industry in  the
West, the status of the miners, striking
and non-striking, employed and unem-
ployed, what rele the reformists are
playlng there, and in general, the corre
lation of forces, is sadly lacking In the
Party préssa here, Reports lssued are
merely of an informative and news char-
agter, The Estevan case has aroused
Intense feellng in the Weat. It should
b made a national fssue among the
workera of the whole Dominfon, and
lnked up with the general terrorlsm
prevalllng In Canada which was glven
the lead in Toronte with the outlawing
of the Party and sentencing of elght of
its leaders.

—=3. GREEMN.

Wage Cut Drive

[Continued from page 1)

organizml sections it iz no surprlse ot
all to learn of the announcement madoe

Threg miners killed and & ohmber in-
Jured. Peace, order and good gwum—l
ment prevailed!

81z hours later, after the loeal aukth-
orities had been In telephone conversa-
tion with the provionclal Attorney-(remer-
al, warrants were Issued for the arredt
of all Left wing leaders In the distrlet,
no «doubt at the Instigation of the See-
tlon 98 Premier, Bennett. 20 miners
were arrested, Including three of their
leaders and charged with™unlawful as-
aamh‘hr, rloting, _Et. al. The “trials™,
which have been termed by defense
counsel as “the great frame-up In the
Provinee of Baskatchewan and the Domm-
Infon of Canada™ have just concluded.

Maturally, all were found gullty by the

Judge and jury; most of them were placed

by the I'resident of the Board of  IMr-
eptors of the 10, 8. Bteel Corporation that
new wase reductions are umnder conai-
deration. To be wnder consideration by
thizs board wsually means to become an
unfailing reality, only the question of
time being  involved.

From the A. F. of L. Executive Coun-
cil there have been many grandeloquent
declarations for malntenance of the
workers' purchasing power. Wage redoc-
tiona mean the opposite. It should
therefore e about tivfe thoat the rank
and file ask these gentlemen just how
gorious they mean thelr declaration. But
it s yer more important for the rank
and fle to reallze that nothing will stop
thiz comstant reduction of thelr stand-
ard of living except an effective fighting
resistance.

VWAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAN
Nine Years of the Struggle of the Left Opposition -- 1923

(Continued from last is~ue)

In addition to Trotsky's initial letter
of Oetober 8, the Central Comtmitbes -
eelved, on October 15, a letter sigoned by
48 of the most prominent Russian Bol-
sheviks, including Piatakov, Preobrasz-
hensky, Sosnovsky, Bileloborodov, Sap-
ronovw, Muralov, Antonow, Kosslor, Sere-
brinkov, Hafael, Rosengoliz and others,
which presented virtually the same erit-
feisma and plan of actlom as wers con-
talned in Trotsky's ledter. A ahort time
later, Radek also added his voice to the
others, even if more cauntiously,

The Bureanerats “Yield"

Under such a bombardment, the maj-
orlty of the Political Bureau was com-
pelled to act for fear that the wave of
discontentment wounld become so mighty
ag to sweep them away with it A falot-
hearted resslution on workers' democtacy
wiis drawn up which met with an dn-
gtant rejection from Trotsky, Knowlog
that he represented to the full’ the hopes
and agpirations of the great bulk of the
party membership, and especially  the
masses of the youth who were chafing
unider the yoke of an arrogant apparatus,
the Political Bureau majority was com-
pelled to scrap its own resolotion and
appolnt g ¢commission resulted in the re-
solution belng writien essentially by bis
pen, Itz fingl publication as & uwpnanim-
oug document on December 7 constitoted
a tremendouns victory for the Aght initi-
ated by Trotsky.

Unfortunately, the victory was a short-
Uved ome. It had been agreed Im the
Palitical Bureau, on Trotsky's proposal,
that he would popularize the program
of workers’ democracy In the ranks,
while the rest of the Pn'llt‘:nl Burean
members would “restraln it from  ex-
cesses from above™. 8o overjoyed at the
resolutlom wore the party members, that
the discossion in the ranks broke loose
with & turbulence that indicated many
months, and perbaps wears, of pent-up
sentiments. Fven non-party workers fol-
lowed the discus=ions wilth a keén inter-
est. Pravda alone had to publish from
20 to 3 columng of discusslons and mo-
tlons each day. All guestlons wers pot
and digcussed freely and frankly. The
popularity of Trotsky and those who had
associnted themeelves with him, grew by
leaps and bounds. Stalln, Zinoviey and
Co, who had stood in the way ae long
a8 they could, came In for heavy eritie-

Ismn which boded them no great good.

I is thizs fact that created alarm in the
ranks of the bureaucracy. In thelr sec-
ret factional meetings (as Zinoviev later
revealed), it was decided to launch &
eampalign against Trotsky in order (o
digeredit him and the Opposition, and
thereby to strengthen the domination of
the bureaucracy in the struggle againet
workers' democracy in the ranks,

The pretext for the compaign was a
series of articles written by Trotsky.
Inter collectod under the title of “The
New Course”, in whirh he elucidated the
whaole situation with such a wenlth of
Jdesz, n Marxian eclarlty of thooght,
mastery of the historical dialectic amd
profundity of analysis as will make 1t
for decades o model of classic revolotion-
ary writing and a textbook for the Rus-
sian revolution.

Between the time of the spdden de-
clslon of the conspirators and the con-
vocatiom of the 13th party congresa a
few weeks later (Janoary 1924), the
Ruselan party was treated to one of the
most disgraceful angd criminal spectacles
known in the working class political
movement, Without warning, without
rhyme or reason, 4 thundersus bareage
wag lald down against “Trotskyism™ and
Trotsky., Out of the archives of the his-
torical past was dragged the theory of
the permanent revoluation, its . whole
meaning deliberately distorted, trans-
tormed into an “underestimation of the
prasantry” and a “skipplng over stages™
and the resulting carleature attributed
to Trotsky. The press, completely in the
handz of the bureaucracy, began a cob-
certed heavy drive to diseredit Trotsky
and the Oppositlon. AWhite Guard Iles
spread during the civil war about Trot-
sky's “differences’ with Lenin on  the
peasant question”, were not only revived,
but officlally locorporated in the indict-
ment  agalnst  Trotsky., Trotsky was
falaely accosed of “arousing the youth
against the 0ld Guard". He was ac-
cugtd, again falzely, of standing for per-
manent fectionallzm in the party. And
In every nucleus, unsing that very same
system which Bucharin  denounced so
sharply In the speech we quoted above,
under the lash of Elnoviey, Kamenev,
Stalin and Buocharin, the members were
compelled to vote condemnations of Trot-
sky. The various partles of the Comin-
tern were ordered to endorse the “maj-
ority of the Old Guard” and to denoancs

Troteky, In face o. the fact that 095: of

the Comintern membership had bever
seen the documents  in question, had
never read Trotaky's articles. This pol-
sonous system of political discussion con-
tinued in later years untll it ate into the
very heart of the International, Voling
by command, voting hy faith, woting in
ignorance and under bureaweratie ocom-
pulsion—this wasz the despleable and
self-destroctive method used to get the
“poanimous” denunciotions of the Op-
position
Hinovievs Reveallng Admission

Two and a half years later, the whaole
tragle burlesgque of the Arat “astl-Trot-
skyist” campaipn was exposed by Zino-
wiew and Eamency when they broke with
Atalin, They revesled how the whole
thing had been mannfactured in secret,
how “Trotskyism” had been invented for
factional purpoeses, These two were the
lenders, the main “feachers” jn the strug-
gle agalnst “Trotakylam". The dectara-
tion signed by them in 1926 is therefore
af fundamental and decisive Importance
for every revolutionist in estlmating the
1923 struggle at its real value:

“At present, there can no longer be
any doubt that f(he kernel of the 1923
ﬂppﬂﬂlﬂn!l was right in warning against
the danger of abandoning the proletarian
lne and of the growth of the apparatus
reglme., Dozens and hundred of leanders
of the 1823 Opposition ave, to this day,
kept away from work in the party and
theres are among them old worker-Eol-
sheviks, tempered in the struggle, strang-
ers to careerlsm and arrivism, in spite
af the discipline and endorance which
they have manifested.”

This statement might well serve as
the epitaph for the struggle conducted
againat “Trotskylsm" in' 1923, were it
not for the fact that the issues raised hy
the Opposition at thet time, particularly
the question of the party regime and
workers' demoeracy, have since becoms
problems of such Hfe-and-death import-
ance a8 to put the fate of the Russian
ravolution in the balance, The Aght
started against burenucratism by  the
Russian Bolshevik-Leninists in 1923 has
never been so vitally urgent as It is to-
day, —M. BHAOHTMAN.

The next article will deal with the
“Lessons of October” and the beginning
of the period of reaction in the Russian
party and the Comintern after the defeat
of the 1923 revolutionsary movement in
Germany.—Ef.




