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ﬁN_ew Stage in Needle Trade Fight

A Campaign for Unity is now the Order of the Day

.

The eonventlon of the International
Ladies Garment Workers Unfon stands
in the center of & serles of developments
and events which signalize a new stage
in the needle trades struggle, This og¢-
emslon can be the starting point for the
revival of a genuine labor struggle
against the bosses and a new advance of
the militant szectiop of the movement
The conditions now are present for the
rapld transformation of the existing
atate of affalrs in favor of the workers
and their revolutionary vanguard. In
grder to make this possible the Left
wing is obliged to make an objective
examination of the whole situatlon as It
exista in reality, and to elaborate & new
lipe of tactics which proceed from It
The leading ides in this departure is &
pew and correct formulation of the
alogan of unity. Bound up with it, and
indizpensible to its effective appiication,
is a reconslderation of the present at-
titude with regard to the problem of
work within the resctlonary wumion.

The appearance at the I L. G W. U,
copnvention of seven delegates—flve from
Local S—one from Local 1, and one
from Local 38—even though their elec-
tion was accomplished under shady cir-
cumstances—denotes & recogoitien In
fact of the necessity for a systematic
atruggle within the Right wing unlon.
It is alse a proof of the froitful possi-
bilitles of this struggle. This was clear-
ly indicated long age, from a practical
as well as from o theoretical stomipoint,
despite all the fulminating agitation to
the contrary by the people who deducse
tactles out of their own heads and not
from the fag*s of life,

What the Election of the Left Wing

Delegates Signifles

The election of the Left wing delegates
s an expression of the fact that work-
ers, who are sympathetic to the alma
of the Left wing, are compelled by the
fores of clreumstance  to belong o the
itight wing union. The organized Left
wing, under the direct influence of the
Communist Pacly, had to sesk an ap-
proach o these workers and provide a
focal poiot for their protest. This s the
meaning of the Left wing campalgn for
the election of delegates to the conven-
tlon. The Party was dragged at the tall
of o movment which came Into exlstence
in spite of the asinlne “theories” which
prohibited it. The problem pow is to re-
cognize the vital progrésslve charscter
of the unanthorized movement and pro-
vide It with a bold and realistie lepder-
ship.

The program on which the Left wing
delegates camprigned for election (“for
a program of class struggles”, “against
clique eontrol in  the Interoational”,
efte.y refutes in life the worthless con-
tention, imposed upon the Left wing by
the Stallmist muddlers, about the Inter-
national belng a “company unlon™ and
therefore not a proper fleld for system-
atle work and not subject to reforma-
tiom in it8 practices by an  organimed
atrugple of the milltants within it. The
cireamatances which compelled the work-
era to re-enter the Right wing union im-
perionsly command  the revolutionary
militants to adjust themsalves to the sit-
patlon and organize a struggle thers, in
coordination with that of the Industrial
Union. The old polley which has artifi-
clally divided and thereby demoralized
thiz struggle must be replaced by a pol-
ity which unites and rovitallzes 1E

These developments, among others,
are slgns of g relationship of forces
between the Right and Left unions in
tha fleld which canmdt be lgnored in the
elaboration of the Left wing tacties of
the day. On the contrary, they must be
taken as the basls from which the tac-
thea enaye. Added by the bosses and the
police on the one slde, and the consis-
tently false policies of the Party lead-
ership on the other, the BSchlesinger
unlon, which was hadly shattered In the
split, has been able to re-constitute ftself
to a wvery large extent. At . the same
tlme, and by dint of the same factors,
the organization of the Industrial Union
has been reduced and relegated fo0 A
small sector of the trade and bas been
unable to lead the stroggles of the necdlo
trades workerq on a sufficlently broad
geale to beat back the eordcdachment of
the bosses,

What the Past Developments Teach

The justified aspiration and the
herole atroggle of the workers to replace
the reactlonary unions with o militant
industrial union 4dld not meet with sue-
cegs, The best milltants were lsolated
into o small organlzation which, lacking,
a mass membership, lacked the power to
enforee lts demandg. On the other hand,
the masses of workers, driven by the
pressureé qf circumatance into the faker-
controlled union and lacking the direct-
ing nuclens of conscious militants, could
not organize an effective struggle with-
in the unlon.

Awn u rvesult of all this the fighting
oapacitles of the workers ln the trade
Hiavé been weakened and they have had
to suffer a steady deterloration of thelr
eonditlons, The strikes of the Indus-
trlal Union w»elded no concrete results,
and each fallure had the effect of still
further undermining the confidence of

the workers In the proapect of any pro-
gress along that line. The traltors at
the head of the Internntionsl, freed from
the pressure of a genulne fighting op-
positlon, were able to transform the of-
fecial  sirikes  Inte  decorative afairs
which left the conditlons of the workers
no better than before, and in Some coses
worge, The mornls of the masses in the
needle trades has suffered heavily under
these repeated blows., Pessimistic moods,
induced by the apparent hopelessness of
victory while the wunion organizations
arg split apart, apread a paralyzing in-
fluence over the “market” and under-
mined the siraggles in advance,

The alogan necessary to  revive the
fighting spirit and fighting capacities of
the peedle trades workers, and to restore
the decisive influence of the Left wing,
which is o condition for victorlous ad-
vances, is the slogan of trade union um
ity.

a'r_['his slogan can move the workera
more thanm any other precisely becuus
it corresponds to their most burning
needs and expresses thelr deepest im-
pulses. But in splte of that, or rathar
juat boesuse of thak, there can be no
trifling, no phrasemongering bluster, no
demazople pretense  with  this  great
slogan. ‘Whoever really wants to get the
attentlon of the nesdle trades masses
and to influence them seriously must
remember ome thing: they have beef
fooled enough, they are on guard for
tricks In the name of “unlty”, they have
to be convinced that the slogon i both
alncare and realiztie,

“Unity from Below” or Genuine Unity?

The Party bureancratz overlooked this
point, and this I8 one of the main reasons
that their bombastic agitatfon arcound
the gquestlon of “unity”, and thelr gross
perversions of the Lenin teaching on the
subject ylelded such miserable resulis
and gave the game to the bosses and
their labor agents every time. The de-
mand for “unity” under the leadership
of the Communists predetermined in ad-
vanee—ga the demornlized functionaries
of Stallolsm have been presenting  the
question—cannot unite anybeds except
those who arc.nlready convinced of the
necessity of this leadership, The “unlty
from below”™ ballvhoo Is part of = the
game Mtility. But the problem of the
day 1z to unlte the groat masses of the
needle trades workers, incloding those
who are Indifferent and even hostile to
Communlgm, for & common trade union
gtrugile for concrete demands. This s
what the workera want, and this is what
they need. The slogan of unity must be
formulated In such a way that it eon-
forms to this situntion and appears to
the workera as hoth reallsiie and realiz-
able,

At the time when the Industrial TUnion
still contested the fAeld seriously with
the Imternatbonsl—when the struggle for
supremacy remained undecided — the
slogan of unity, as formulated by the
Laeft Opposition, was applicable to the
aituation (the amalgamation of the uon-
ions Into o slngle organlzation by means
of a Joint conventlom). The present
conditions and relationsabip of ferces be-
tween the nnions dictate a reformulation
of the slogan of anity which, withowt
vielding anything in principle, will cor-
reapond more closely to the realltles of
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the situation. From this stamdpoint the
latest meeting of the Natlonal Commit-
tes of the Communist League, in agree
ment with the needle trades group. de-
cided to recommend to the DParty and
the Left wing tha* the ul.ugnnl ol iunithzr.
with respect to the International, e
formulated now as follows: * Read mis-
sion of the Left wing into the Intema-
tlonal In a body, without diseriminations
and with full membership rights”. To
gether with thiz =« general  campalgn
ghould be carried on for the amalgaoa-
tion of all the unions in the varlous
trades into n single organizatlon ém-
bracing the entive Indusbry.

This slogan, which flows out of the
actoal state of affairs, will alse lmpress
the workers as both reasonable and real-
jzable: it will renwaken their confldence
and their aspiration for an effective un-
jon. At the same time it will open the
way for the Left wing to the masses of
workers now separated from It In the
Schlesinger union.

The Industria]l Union, which holds its
Plenum on May 1st, the day before the
gpenlong of the convention of the Inter-
natlonal, should put forward the slogan
in this way and elect a delegation to pre-
sent the question before the Internation-
gl eonvention, Slmultancously, the Left
wing delegates to the International con-
vention, acting In concert with the In-
dustrial Unlon at every step, should be-
gln o fAght in the convention in faver
of the slogan, Such an action on their
part, following the action of the Indus-
trial Unlom's Plenum, will immediately
change the character of the conventlon,
and change 1t most radically.

The Slogan as a Challenge to the
Progressives

The mare-or-less sham battle betwsen
the Schlesinger machine and the “Pro-
gresalve Bloc®, with the Left wing ges-
ticulating on the sidelines—for which
the atage I8 now set—will give place to a
realignment of forces and a real Aght.
Lt 4he “Progressive Bloc™ dare to ap-
pose thiz slogan! Thelr rank and fle
supporters, who want unity and & mill-
tant polley and mean it earnestly, will
ut once begin to shift over to the Left
wing. If the “Progressives” accept the
glogan it will be the means of develop-
ing & struggle on & broad front that will
goom go beyond the bounds of the psendo-
progreasive pregram. In a few declslve
gteps the Left wing can regain its posl-
tion as the dynamic force n the whole

{Continued on page 4)
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The Intensified Wage CutDrive

Many crieduelous workers have sof
fered from the illuslon, and possibly
atill do, that wege reductions will bring
an Inerense of jobs. ‘To those thers
have been o number of decisive and hard
hitting answers given in the rounds of
wage cultlng which have followed one
another in rapld suceeasion during this

—»

crisis and with the upemployment fig-
urea atlll mounting,

The most recent wage reductlons ae-
tual or contemplated, are symplomatic
of the feet that the formerly more pri-
vileged strate of the working cluss are
now ever more becoming the vietims, the
game 05 the lower paid, onskilled ones

Failure of the Danube Union Conference

The Conference which was held lnst
week In Londonm of  delegations from
(irgat Britain, France, OGermany and
Italy to consider plans for resculng the
Danubian  States, Austria, Hungary,
toumanin, Cgecho-Slovakia and Juglo-
Slavakia from ceonomic and financial
bankruptey, ended in a complete fallure.
Germany and Italy did not agrée to the
plan elaborated by France and support-
#d by England on the ground that the
French Plan deprives them of thelr
rights of “the most favored nation™ guar-
anteed them under their commercial
agreoments with the Danublan States.

The plan in brief is the following: the
five small states are to lower their tar-
iffs with reference to each other by 10
percent or more maintaining at  the
same tlme the existing tariffs in regard
to putslde countrles. The cutside coun-
tries are to agree to o lowering of tarifs
on the agrieultural produets of the Dan-
ubian States.

Gormany alsa had a specifie groand $or
her objection to the plan because under
it, Czecho-Slovakia, an industrial coon-
try, s granted the privilege of the agri-
rultural countries, thise of a preferen-
tial tarlff om her products which will
afford her a poessibllity of eventually
driving Germany out of the Danublan
market.

Italy refused to support the Freoch
Plan becpuse it wounld strengthen tho
French Little Entente in Central Europe.
Thus the plan of Great Britaln and
Franee to “rescie” the Danuabian states
from disaster failed becanse of thelr own
imperialist designe and that of other
Kuropein powers.

The plight of the Danoblan States,
which gréw out of the former Hapaburg
Empire after the Iast World War 13 &
posult of the Versallles “Peace™ Treaty,
which divided up the old Austre-Hungar-
fan Empire in small parcels, forced them
fhto nareow national  boumdaries, as
beasts in the cages of a Zoo, and compel-
I them to conduck thelr own ecoborml
ies independently on the basls of their
meagre economle  resources. The com-
petition, tarlffs and other pational re-
gtrictions augmented by the warious na-
tionnl historical controversiea and mu-
tual distrust, continually hindersd the
eceonomie development of these countries
and rendered them a toy in the hands of
the Imperialist powers. During the per-
fod of capltalist stabilization they man-
aged with great dificolty and with the
aid of loam from Pritish, French and
Americin banks to malntain thele pre-
carlows existence. The erisis and the
high interests on the loans, however,
have finally led them to economic Aand
finaneinl bankraptey.

The wvictims of the deplorable situa-
tlon thus brought about are, of course,
ihe broad masses of workers and peas-

Left Oppositionist Speaks frnn; I;hz Tr'i-ll:.;une ot the Prussian Diet

The following speech was delivered
geveral weeks age in the Frussian
pariloment by comrade Oskar Sel-
pold, speaking In the name of our
Cerman brother section the Teft Op-
poaltion of the C. P. 4. From the
parliamentary tribung the spokesman
of the Left Oppositlon hurls the chal-
lenge of united proletarian  action
agalnat the hordes of Hitler, mer-
eHessly exposing the bonrgeols “dem-
ocratic” politicians and the social
democratle lackevs for the role they
are playing In paving the road for
Fasclsm.

Making conerete proposals of mob-
ilizing the workers for =a genuine
atruggle agaiost the Nazl danger, he
forces the reformists to show their
true colors, thus polnting the way to
an efectlve Communlst polley and
permitting the masses -to judge be
tween the Leninist tactic of the Left
Opposition aod the Impotent c¢on-
fusionlsm of the Stalinlstz, In these
tenge days, when the whole world
leoks anxiously to the outcome of

the historic struggle now going on in
Germany, the speech of comrade
Selpold deserves especial attention
om the part of all «class conscious

workers,

L] L] L] [ ]

Rep. Seipold {Left Oppositlon of the
0. P. 0.): The natlons of the entire
world and especially we In Gormany, are
at present lving under such conditions,
that every serious oconversatlon turms
directly to the guestions of high politics
and the questions of high politics—to
that of the revolution. In the history

af [Farllamentariam, when it was satdll
developing progressively and did net as
yet fall into Uving decay, the quesiion
of the budget was always a question of
high polltlcs: Whoever has the key to
the cash box, 18 the master of the house-
hold, When we pose the question of
poverelgnity in Prussia and Germany to
day, then we get as an answer that ev-
erything, budget and government, has at
present only a  bemporary, unstable,
provisional and hardly serious character.
Eudget and government are already
walting for an actual master of the

household, But at present  there  are
gtill administrators of the second rank
la power., To be sure, administrators
of capital! Least of all, is the Prussinn
government endurlng, gtable, serious im
character. Prussla was at one time at
the, head of the Hohenzollern reactlon;
today it has become the tallend of the
Movember revelution. Hitler is zealous-
ly sharpening his knife to cut off his
tall. Put he promises to do this with
atrlet legality, to move within the frame-
work of the Weimar constitution. You
Aa not believe this? Then, you have not
rend the blography of the Corsican ban-
dit who maintained in eoure, that he
cut off the heads of his victims with
such a dillgent exactitude that he did
not even disturb the cireulation of the
blood or thelr resplration. Hitler has
undoubtedly learned hiz state BUrEery
from this gentleman. Thirteen years
ago, after the overthrow of the Hohenzol-
lerns, the working class was factuslly
master in the German household. The
state based Itself oo the workers' and
galdiers’ connclls, The bourgeolste was
forced to recognlze the workers' and

goldiers’ councils for better of worse, a8
the fundament of the state. Bt the
working clnss was lulled to aleep by the
leaders of the 8. P. G. and the key to
the house was stolen away from under-
neath itz rest cashion. Im this manber,
the proletariat wos agrin sold out to the
bourgeols and betrayed. The social dem-
operney promized to bring abont prosper-
ity and sociallam democratically, to open
the road to the goldem mean, Germany
and the world were to flourish under the
protection of the League of Natlons. To-
day, in the Far East, we already hear
the thunder of cannon, despite thls “pro-
teatlon”, despite this “Lenpgue of Na-
tions.” How many other [llusions this
party has spread, thia party which be-
lHeves in Wilson and Briand, which can
have confidence in Bruening and hope in
a Wilson, but canmot trust to the power
of the proletarint and remains hostile
to the pnly revolutionary workers® state
in the world, the Sovlet Union! In 1918,
the socinl democrats rencunced the path
of revoutlonary force in the mname of
“pure democracy”. And after that?
They have in the name of all this pre
pared and abetied the path of Fascist
reaction, of counterrevolutlonary foree.
They rejected Lenin and sowed the soll
for that hireling of capital, for Hitler.
While the Fascist bandit is sharpening
his knife to cut off the head of the Ger-
man working class, the socinl democratic
leaders insist emphatically, that every-
thing will be In order. For they have
riviged all in the spirit of demoeracy, lo-
chiding Hitler. The Heldelberg Program
pxpresaes itself in a similar veln: that

{Contioued on page 3)

ants. Milllons of unemployed and ruin-
ed peasants are doomed to starvation
and suffering. The bourgeoisie of these
countries are recelving the systematic
aid of the big imperialist powers o all
thelr plans of saving themselves at the
ecxpense of the broad masses and also Lo
crush every resistance against the ter-
elble exploltation. The price that the
bourgeoisie §s requested to pay for that
service 13 their consent to e utillzad by
the imperlallsts in thelr fight wpgainst
the proletarian revolotions and the U, 8.
B. R.

Poland, Crecho-Slovakia and Humania
are virtual vassals of France and fgure
[ all the schemes of Freoch imperiel-
Ism to provoke s war with the BSovlet
Union, The present scheme of France is
to draw in the rest of the European
conntries iote the Little Entente  amd
npugment her hegemony over the whole
of Burope. Should she suceeeded In this
acheme there will be erented a monstrous
power that will present the greatest dan-
ger to the exlstence of the Soviet Union,

About a year ago Germany attempted
to establish a eustoins unlon with Aas-

tria which could eventually also In::kulier

obther Buropean stutes, The late Aristide
Briand employed his diplomatic talent
and France's linancial power to frustrate
Germany's plan, and he succeeded. The
French bourgeolsie envisaged In  Ger-
many's plan the danger to her hegemony
and did not permit it to be carrisd out.

However, the interests of finance capl-
tal urgently require the adoptlon of a
method by which to save (he capltalist
gystem in Eurcpe. The narrow natlonal-
fst boundaries in which the small Dan-
ublan &tates are cramped in Aace &
hindorance to their economic  develop
ment which emdangers the invesiments of
the #Enanclers and drives the peoples to
revolt, They are consequently compel-
led to bring about some sort of a unlon
among the small states In order to atimuo-
late industry and commetes and save
their investments. Thelr plans, how-
ever, ke constantly clashing with  thelr
own contradictlons, with the mutual riv-
alries and the strife for hegemony among
the Eurepean povwers, In each  plan
browght forward there brazenly pro-
tudes the sinlster nim of this or the
other imperialist power to stremgthen
her hegemony over the other,

In the rivalry of the Imperialists for
“alding" the impoverished small Fur-
opean countries there are revealed s
true character of a confliet for hege-
mony, a conflict that recalls to memory
the perlod preceding the last world war
and which carries the germs of a slmilar
outcome in a much more horrible shape,
the danger of a world war of monstrous
dimensions.

The Solation Lles In the Proletarian
Rovolution

The real solution to the plight of the
peoples in the small Furopean countries,
lles in the hands of the European pro-
letariat, in the direction of a proletarian
revolution, Capltallsm is unable fo solve
all the contfadictions that have accomu-
luted in the pourse of s  developmernt
Imperialism hos brought ruin and bank-
ruptey to the broad masses and the small
oppressed peoplea.  All its financial and
diplomatie plans can only stave off the
moment of its catastrophle collapse, but
by no menos, aveld (. The hour of the
proletarian revolution has struck. Its be-
gloning i3 on the order of the day im
Europe, in Germany in the first llne
The Communist Poarty of Germany ls ad-
vancing the slogan of a Soviet Germany.
What & Soviet Germany means for the
whole of the Furopean continent and
particularly for the small European

(Comtinned on page 4)

In New York City the printers and the
puilding trades are having thelr gcales
*adjusted” Intimations are made In oo
pncertaln terms by the United States
gteel Corperation  directors that  thelr
several hundred fhousand workers are
due for another cut,

A few months ago the New York
printing employers assoclations mede &
demand upon the allied trades for a 20
per cent reduction. Their contracts had
not yet expired but this did not in the
least deter the employers from calling
upon their old friend Major Berry, I'resl-
dent of the Pressman's Union, Major
Berry came to their  asslstance, once
agaln pl ying the role he has so often
before played, namely to break the work-
erg’ ranks. In the name of the union he
accepted a T per cent reduction for the
pressmen. After that treacherous break
the other unions began to follow sult:
The mailers, the paper handlers, the cut-
ters ond the bookbinders similarly ac-
cepted cuts. Only the typographical un-
fon, the Big Six, I8 still holding out. It
is hokling out by virtue of the fact that
the membership almost unanimously set
themsalves against the demand. But the
officials, who, for the time being at least,
had to pay heed to this declslon, are try-
ing to turn the tables in a different way.
They are merély emphasizing the fact
that ths unlon contract does ot explre
until Sept. 31 this year, thos Intimating
that after that date tha prospects of
their following in the footsteps of Major
Berry are ilkely to improve, That how-
ever, In the firat Inatance depends wapon
bow well the membership are able to
prepare to frustrate it and to resist the
attack.

Another Privileged Trade Hit

After the conslstent barrage of the
newspaper campaign, always holding up
the building trades workers a8 a hor-
rible example of “high pay and little
work”, the oficial wage reductions are
beginning to keep step In city after cify.
Unofficlally, of course, the level of actual
wages paid has long ago been reduced.
The employers undoubtedly koow well
enough that an officlal sanction for a
reductlon now will ¢lse make a further
downward step in the actual level pos-
alble, In most of the larger cltlee the
officin]l redoctlon has  alremdy taken
plice ; but there are no partieolar indiea-
tlons that even the season, which shonld
now be nt hand, will anywhera approach
an absorption of the jobless hLullders,

Last week the New York Bullding
Trades Employers Assotintion broke off
all parleys and sent the unlons an wltl-
matum to accept A 20 to 35 per cent
reduction. It was done by the slmple
process of posting notices, The reduoc-
tion will Involve some 116,000 workers,
It is to tuke effect May 1, and is ached-
uled to run until December 31, 1933, In
this manner the esmployers alm to  also
gain 8 more propitivus time for expira-
tion just prior to the beginolog of the
winter months, But it should oot be
forgotten that they do not at all pro-
pose to glgn any kind of agreemaent, thos
leaving themselves the option of decree-
ing further reductions whenever they see
fit. Yet in this respect also, the calcula-
tlons would atill depend upon what the
organizey workers may have to eay about
it.

It is reported that the New York
Building Trades Council, through Presi-
dent Halkett, has abpoounced that It
will resist. How much confidence can be
placed in this announcement one mMay
gather from the offer already previously
mide by the council to accept a 15 per
cent reduction. And it becomes a good
desl clearer by the observation that at
thia time no steps whatever bave beem
taken for organlzational preparation ta
resist,

Obvlously, ns far o8 the wage cotting
campaign i3 concerned, there 18 today
Hitle distinction made betwesn the or-
ganizod and the unorganlszed workers,
That this eould becomo possible Is, in the
firat Enstance, an expression of the ad-
vantage taken by the employers of the
gevere unemployment erisis. But it can
alsg largely be ascribed to the complete
fallure of the pregent unlon leadership.

In view of what ls happenlng to the

(Continwed on page 2)

a_#_ek Opposition Holds Convention

ATHENS, GREECE—

(ur Natlonal Congress took place In
Athens on March 25-28. Forty-elght dele-
gates were present froin all Sreece, re-
presenting 20080 members, The Congress
was preceded by 3 Reglonal Conferences
{ (1) Macedonia & Thessaly district, (2)
Fast Maeslondn and West Theace, (3)
Athens, Pheloponessus & Islands). The
national and International problems wera
dizcussed in the orgapization noclel be-
fore the Congress and the conclusions ar-
rived at will be published in Davlos, No.
3., (Theoretical Organ of the Greek Left
Orpposition ).

The Congress toeok the opportunity of
reviewing the long and hard history of
our organization, the roota of which are
found ino the First Congresa of the Bo-

clalist Labour Party (now C, I} in 1818,
through this long period up to now. The
exporlences actumulnted will encourage
us to continue on the path lald down by
the foreronner of our organization, the
“Communist Unlon” which formed the
Left wing of the Congress of the 8. Is
F. in 1918, and whose ldeas (the neces-
slty of a bhomogeneous mueleus, the for-
mation of cadres, the assimilation of
Bolshevik experience, ete.) are forming
the foundation upon which our organiza-
tlom resta. Weg fesl certain that our
Congress will be a landmark In the his
tory of the revolutlonary movemeunt in
(Freece:,

We are prepariog a report on  the
Congress for the Interpational Becretar-
lat and for the natlonal sectlons.

I ——————




