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ORGANIZATION NOTES

The ldeas of the Left Opposition are
meking thelr way despite all obstacles,
Our members are learning Lo awlm
agninst the stream and thelr perslstent
efforts are bringing substantial, if not
gpectacular, results, The manner in
which the Minoeapolis branch carries on
fts activitles is a good example. It I8
poe of our oldest beanches which was
organlzed at the inception of the Left
Opposition in America.

The Minneapolis branch has certalo
advantages, Before coming to the sup-
port of the Left Opposition many of its
members had been deeply rooted In the
labor movement. This record afords
them respect in the minds of the work-
ars. It means also & degree of experl-
enced leadership already establisbed.
Our membership there cannot easily be
jgnored by the trade unlon burenucracy
nor by the official party functionarles.
The slanders of the latter have therefore
also been leas effective.

Comrades from Minneapolis have made
governl irips covering the approximate
distunce of 160 miles up the head of the
lakes. Each time some small measure
of progress was made. Now there are
more direct results to show. As The
Milltant repders alroady know, comrade
Bloomberg of Dulnth became a convinced
supporter of the Left Opposition, He
get to work ably and energetically, of-
ganizing a public meeting and comreades
Cowl and Hkeglond from  Minneapolis
made amotber irip to Duluth to speak
together with Bloomberg at the rousing
mesting there. Our Minneapolis branch
is now considering the project of send-
ing an organizer to Duluth to follow up

* pnd build the movement thece,

In the present cirenlation campoaign
the Minpeapolis braoch bas attained ex-
coellent results. The manner in  which
it carries the campaign through it 1s
abodt the best. The putstanding feature
is the fact that the membership parti-
cipates collectively, ihe new members and
the younger comrades apd the more ex-
periences membership all taking  part
and scoring thelr polnts.

The braveh has its weaknesses Loo.
For example, it allowed itself to be oo
easily out-mapeuvered by the Stalin
petty functlonaries from direct partici
pation in a Mooney Conference organized
by them. But that only contributod Bl
sequently to the complete stagnutlon of
the Mooney movement in  Minneapolis,
#uch out-maneavering iz not likely to
happen often. The fact that our mem-
bers are deeply rooted in  the labor
movement makes their particlpation
pecessary, It has also made poasible
that they conld be the driving foree in
many serious stiempts of the organised
workers to guard thely interests more
effectively. Our comrades played a lead-
ing role into local railroad  workers'
council, asg well as in the movement in
oppozition to the A. F. of L. bureau-
crats. ‘The lesson in Ainoeapolls mem-
bership has learned quite well, that is to
utilize every oppertunity for propaganda
for our wviews., The braneh hos thereby
been able slowly and persistently to in-
crease s membership,

NEWAEK, N. J—

In this city, as meported, we §DOW
have an actlve functioning branch. It
is our youpgeat and its membership is
pot yet very large. It has, hoWwever,
made an excellent start, First of all, it
iz beginning by sending in prompt re-
mittance of all materials recelved and
for literature distributed. And that Is
of quite serious account in the revelu-
tlonary movement today.

The Newark branch, Immedintely upon
itas formation, organized g public lecture
at which comrade Louols Basky spoke.
That was the beginning, The intention
is to follow up with more lectures.
Since then it has in g systemaotic and
panned mapner  visited meetings  of
workers and of workers' organizations,
well gupplied with our literature. A
regalar sale of The Militant is belng es-
tablished. New subscribers have been
turped in, and already o considerable
amount of oar pamphlets hove been dig-
poscsd of. The Newark branch has thus
made a good beginning,

N Y ACTIVITIES

The past winter months have witnessed
a substantial increase In practically all
activitiez of the New York branch. The
lasuance of Unser Kamf, Young Spar-
tacns and Communistes drew a number
of the comrades into real active work,
Distribution of the papers has meant
added burdens for the membership. In
apite of that the younger comrades dis-
tributed thelr paper befors manyg ¥, C.
I. unita and other places. The Jewish
eomrades lterally apread their paper far
and wide, "Communistes” created a stir
among the Greek workers, Practically
all outstanding news stands and meet-
Ings of Jewish workers have been cov-
e,

The acquisition of the group of Greek
workers, the formation of the Spartacus
Youth Clubk and (he Unser Kamf Arbeiter
Club have aftracted new and good ele-
ments to the branch, Most of these new
comrades have already partaken of con-
elderable activity and helped to some
extent to relisve the weight of the whole
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work from the comrades who bore it
untll now. With these additional mem-
bers, the branch is already planning to
increase the number of open alr meetings
over those held lasi year. TwWo Fears
ago the branch was able to hold but
oneg meeting per week, Last year we
sucrteded in holding two per weck, and
this year there will be an attempt to
have three. Through this medium, muck
literature was disposed of last summer,
expectations are for an increase this
HUTNEET,

The weekly forums have been guoite
well attended, sowe weeks drawing o
capacity crowd. The most soccessfal
gingle activity has been the clasz in the
“History of the Communist Internation-
al”, led by comrade Shachtman. While
sdvertised as g class, it has in reality
almost become a second weckly open
forvm, judging by the attendance. From
thirty-five to fifiy people have attended
every sesslon, giving rise to prospects
for sgeveral closses next fall, The clasa
in Marxism, conducted by comrade
ASwabeck, entercd into a thorough dicos-
slon of impartant works of Marxz., Com-
rades of the class were drown into &
closer study of these works by acting
ag reporbers, thos enlivening interest and
argument. From the experiences  with
glazses thus far, the N, ¥, branch should
be ready to start a “"Workers" School of
ita own, next fall,

The last week added another activicy
in the form of o special dreive for the
Marine Workers' Defense Commiitee,
The pledge of the nationsl organization
for an additional 2100 has been mael
Four open alr defense mectings woers
held by the Youth Club and braoch o
the past two wesks, with from two (o
four dollars collected at each mecting;
and interest and sympathy with tho
frome-up victims evidenced at each meet-
Ing. On Saturday and Sonday, April Sth
and 1ith general collections were held.
The Spartacus Youth Club members goon
found the technigoe of how to get some-
thing in the collection boxes and enthuas-
lastieally did their bit. Membera are
vigiting unions and other worlers' or-
ganbzations and getting resuls—if not
always from the leadership at least from
the rank and fle,

The maln problem of the branch re-
maing building up itz contact with the

Iarty and sympathizers arcund Lt
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: LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS :-

Two Reformist Meets

MINKEAPOLIS;, MINN.

Two state conventions of rival reform-
ist parties were held last week In the
Twin Cltles—the Soclallst Party on
Aprll 28th at Labor Headquarters, Min-
peapolis, and the Farmer Labor Party
on April 20th and 3L in the Bt Paul
Auditoriom.

To give a brief politleal characteriza-
Hon of thews assemblies, It can be said
that aside from the difference in size
and excitement, both have adopted on
almost identical program of practical
reforms with vague references to a 0ew
society.

The Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota
la unique in Ameriean politics in being
the only third party lo elect a governor
(Floyd B. Olzen), state and COngress-
tonal offfelals and a 17, 5. Scnator {Ship-
stead). It 1= not surprising, therefore,
that the &t Paul acditoriom hall  was
jammed to the deors (aboot 1200) with
a motely delegation of farmers, bankers,
lawyers, lakof officials and & sprinkling
of rank and flle mémbers.

The Soclalist Party state gathering of
abont 30 met in Labor Headquarters,
Minneapolis, I say gathering advisedly,
since 1t was not a delegated body, there
belng oo functioning units in the state.
All those whoe “consider themselves as
socialists™ were iovited to attend the
gtate “comventlon™.

While the I, L. P, declared for a "new
avrlal system”, the 5. ' ealled for “the
abolition of capitalism”. The B P de-
mand for “Unémployvment Insuramce, full
eoek to the boss", Iz countered by the F.
L. P. "federal and state unemployment in-
surance . . . the industries, corporations
. v« must bear the burden of this protec-
tlon." The seclalist proposala for a
gradoated income fax with emphbasis on
the rich takes the form in the F. L. P.
platform of a “gradumted, progressive in-
come tax, the proceeds to be peed fo e
duce the présent tax burden of the farm-
er and small home owner” They bobh
detlare for the old-ape pension and the
shorter work day.

The only point of real diferonce o
the two parties 18 the purely parliament-
ary one  of national candidates. The
Seclalists endorsed Norman Thomas and
Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee for the head

Militant Drive at

With the issue of The Milliant the
subseriplion campalgn 1s half over. Al-
though we got under way slowly, we are
now moving ahead. Hoba and renewals
are coming in. Last week we reporied
T2 subs and renewals. This  wesk the
figure stands at 87, The staff of Mill-
tant builiers has risen from 17 to 21,

:  The standing «f the branches is anb-
||ﬂ.ﬂ1]ﬂﬂ1ly’ ithe same g8 last weck :
New York ¥
Minneapolis
Chicago
Hoston

Hi. Louls
Newark
TPhiladelphia
Monmtrenl
Miscellaneous

New York and Minneapolis branches
aceounied for fourteen of the fifieen sabs
reported Inst week. No other branch
reported.  What s the matter, Chicago,
Philadelphin, 8t Louls, Philadelphia,
Newark, Boston, Montreal? Are you go-
lt'lg to let New York and Minnespolis
have it all their own war?

And what is the matter with Cleveland,
Youngstown, Kansas Clty, MNew Haven,
Laos Angeles, Plttsburgh? Are you going
to be left out of ¥ There are only six
weeks left to June lst, Get busy.

Mhe race belwesn New York and Min-
neapolis s getting closer and  hotter,
Last week the difference between them
was ten subs. This week It hias been
cut to elght, Wil Minoneapolls make
good its promises to glve New York a
Arubbing ¥ {Confidentially— New York
Is getting worriel.}) It iz understood,
of gourse, that we are strictly impartial,

The Minnenpolis team standing (81 Is
one point) for the week ending April éth
Wl -

Team No 1—24 3-4 points

Team No 2—17 1-2 polnts.

The branch total is 42 14 points.  This
tofal does not include the subs the Min-
neapnls branch la steadily sending in for
Unser Kamf and Young' Spartacus

A new bundle arder was reported last
week from Duluth, Minnesota, by com-
rade Carl Cowl of our Minneapolls
bramch. Yerily, this iz a branch! No
ather bumdle orders were reported. What
iz wrong, comrades} Newsgstands, book-
stores, which will earry The Militant
exist. They must e fonnd ont And
then they muat be revisited, If eomrades
will send In lists for their citiea, we will
run them in The Militant. ‘This showld
help.

Mo requesta from ont of town were re-
celved last week for bundles of sample
copdes for free distribution. Yet it s
astonizhingly essy to moke these distri-
butlons, In the necdle trades markeg In
New York last week four comrndes dis-
tributed 1000 Militants, Unser Kamf and
leafiets in fifteen minutes, A comrade
who went ont on another sccaslon to
make a free distribotlon of back nuam-
bera was  kept breathlessly whirling
arcund, trying to put Militants into the
workers' outstretched hapds, Lost some-
mer in Clevelnnd hundreds of coples were
distributed in this way. And thess dis-
tributions of back numbers Increased the
subsequent sale of eurrent issues. Com-
rudes, It can be done. It is being done to
gome extent, Hul ool enough. Order
back numbers now !

Arve you comrades taking foll advan-
tnge, us an inducement for gettng subs,
of the appearance in The Militant of ex-
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Half Way Mark

tracts from comrade ‘Trotsky's latest
work on Germany, WHAT NEXT? Are
you making use of the literature pre-
miuma: a free paper bound copy of The
Permanent Hevolution with each $2--1
yvear sob of 062 issucs; o [ree copy of
The Strategy of the World Revolution
with ench $l—half year sub of 20 Dsnes;
a free copy of any of our 10¢ pamphlets
with ewch 50¢ icial sub of 13 issues. Are
you making wse of the 22 rate for a
coambined one year sub to The Militand
and Young Sparfaous? Arg yon  using
the 254 sub rate for & is=pes whichh =
good only during the period of the drive?

The promisze of the first half of the
deive must be (urned into success during
the remalning six weeks, We have im-
portant tasks to perform, We must pul
The Militant on o sounder financial basis
a0 we can continne withont retrenchinent
the fght for the regencration of the
Party and the Comintern.

IT every comrade will take it this way
amd put hiz shoulder fto the wheel w
can move forward, Tet us make the
growth of the staff of Militant bailders
a criterion of the response to our ap
peal, Here sre the 21 Milltant bullders
and thelr records n fhe campaizn: C
Cowl—5; A, Konikow—4; V. B. Duonmnie
—4; F. Barach-—3; L. Basky—3%: O
Bkoglnnd-=2: M, Dunne—2; 0. R. Hed-
land—23; I, Carter—1; K. Ruskin—1:
W, Curran—1: ZalmanoT—1; K. Sach-
arow—1; W, Herman—1; A. Swabeek—
1; A, Glotzer—1; L. Logan—1; Kaldis
—1; M. Engel—1; G. Hay—1; M. Sterl-
ing—1. Let us Increase this list. Let
ug increase the number of subs per build-
Br.
Ouee more—aeverybody into the cam-
paizm! Get sgubs! Get rencwals! [HE
bondle orders! AMake fres distributions!
Bell vorrent issues! Make the sub drive
a snecess ! Increase the cirenlation of
The Milltant, Unser Kamf; Young Spar-
tacns, Communisme, the Russlan Bul-
letin! BUILD THE OPPOSITION
PRESS!

ET. LOUIS, ATTENTION!
On April 22nd, at 5 P, M.
There will be a lectune
an
THE WORKING CLASS STUDENT,
THE SCHMLE AND THE
CLABS STRUGGLE
b
MARTIN {‘AEEH_
The (ronden Branch Library Auditoriom
Idth and Cass Avenues.
ADMIRSION FREE

ET. LOUIS MAY DAY CONFERENCE

The St. Louis branch, Communist
League of Ameriea (Opposition) has is-
sued a call for & Joint May Day Confer-
ence to be held on April 24ih, 3 p. m. at
the Soulard Library Hall, Tth and Soul-
ard Sps

All loeal working elazs organizations
and politieal parties are Invited to parti-
cipale in arranging & Joint May Mass
Meeating.

CHICAGO OPEN FORUM
WILL A THIRD PARTY HELP
THE WORKERS?

Leciure by
JOHN EDWARDS
on
BUNDAY, APRIL 24th, at 3 P. M.
at
1435 N. Westerm Ave,

of their national ticket. The F. L. F.
leaders apparently plan an election deal
with the democrats bebind Roosevelt in
return for state support of the latter for
ihe F. L. P. candidates. Therefore, when
Zlonin, late committéeman of the B, F.
and delegate to the F. L. . conventlon
in an unpaasioned speech, threatened Lo
withdraw from the body if the 'fusion”
measure passed, & storm of  radllery
opened up from the floor. The motlon to
leave the matter in the hands of the
gtate executlve commites finally passed.
8o the cliqgue In control of this Zoing
concern s free to make any deal they
cnre bo,

In spite of all the ballyhoo of the lib-
erals there Iz little indication of a na-
tlonal third party ticket. Julius J. Reit-
er of Hochester reported a conference
of the “Nationml Farmer Labor Party”
held at Oipaha in February. His heated
argnment for the endorsement of & third
party presidentinl candidate, or at least,
the nominution of F. L. I presidential
electors, fell on deaf ears. The prevail-
Ing sentiment, az expressed by numerous
speakers, was that the capital of the
Party was not Lo the detriment of the
offies already achieved in Minnesota.

Although the . P. convention elected
g state execalive, state secrelary and
gtate organizer, and some half-hearted
gpeeches were mode to stage an 3. P
“someback”, there is nothing to indicate
that it will not go back to sleep after
the elections for another four yeara . . .
at least in Minnesota, The putling up
of a sociallst ticket In the event of the
¥ L. P. endorsement of IRoosevelt might
give it a spurt of life—for the period of
the campaign—but little more 1 B3y
this in view of the fact that in Minoesotsa
the F. L. I*. has completely usurped the
functions of the 5. P.—in fact, the lat-
ter i merely a loose faction of the
[oTmer.

2a migch for the news.  In next weck's

Militant the writer will altcmpt to proe-

pent a politicnl annlysia and draw con-

cluslons with regard to the role of the
Communists and the Left Opposition.
—CARL COWL.

#'—
IN THE CANADIAN MOVEMENT
M

The Turn in the
Industrial Union

TORONTO, ONT.

Before beginning the discussion on
the new turn in  the Industrial unlon
policy It is worth while going back to
gpend n few minutes on  its preceding
histery. Whie I am linitlng my remarks
to the Dressmaker local of the Toronto
Needle Trades, it was this Union that
was first organized and upon which the
greatest hopes  and possibtlities were
aeed.

The organization of the Industrial
Union eclosely approximated the defeal
of the Left wing In  the Amalgnmated
where for over a year the Lefts were In
copteol. MThe formation of the Iiress-
maker loral, met with good Tesponsd.
geveral hundred  workers immediately
jolned, Due mainly to lack of decision
and leadership, the wnien seon  began
disintegrating.

A yemr or so later the union was again
reorganized on & very much smaller
hagls. About this time or spon  after
third period trade union policies were
introduced. Uniong under reformist
leadership beeame “company unions®,
girikes enlled by the. reformists were
branded as “fake stoppages in the in-
tereats of the bosses”—unity of the work-
efs was lmited in the slogan of join
our unlon—boring from within the re
formist unfons was discarded for fear
of potivizing them,

Digintegration and isclation continued
and a year later the third period trade
unlon policles were intensified with the
addition of the slogan of unity with the
workers in thelr shops, boycott of their
organizations,

The strike called by the uolon had all
the earmatks of adventure and failed.
True to thelr colors, the reformists did
their part, by sending thelr members to
replace the strikers. The atrike called
by the International Union which the
Indmstrial Union sabotaged also landed
af the rocks

The net profit of both strikes, was that
fhie workerp are disgustod and disilio-
woned, and lgnored both undons despite
the very bad conditions prevalling in the
trade. Mass meetdnga called by the In-
dustrial Unlon have dwindled down to
hardly more thap local meetings, while
the atiendance at local meetings ls very
small, The standing of the International
is no beiter,

The delegates to the last congress of
the B, I. L. U. returmed with the crepa
for the third peried policles. TUnions
upder reformist leadership are no longer
company unionos. Strikes called by the
reformists are recognized as strikes that
can be developed lnto real struggles over
the heads of the leadership. Boring
from within Is again accepted. Even the
anited front from below npow ioclodes
anity propozals made divectly to the e
formist unions.

Thus far the new turn would seem to
indicate & partial return in the direction
of real Communist policies. A real Com-
munist turn on the part of the leader
ghip demands open admisslon before the
whole working class and the golon of
thelr previous falae policles and premises
ot which they were billt, The bromdest
discossion and lessons are to be dreawn.
Finally, the placing of the responsibility
on the resposible pacties, it s needleas to
remark that the senirilsts won't do this,
For them It suffices to throw the blame
vaguely on “eertaln loeal leaders.'”

| felds of work? I think it will. Wil

Movie Chains Try
to Smash Union

NEW YORK N. Y.

Sign Writers' Local 230 in New York
of the Brotherhood of Palnters, Decor-
ators, and Paperhangers of America 1s
a typleal A, F. of L. craft union. Its fil-
ministration is a graft-ridden, business
agent-executive board regime. The bvasi-
ness agent receives about 2120 a weel ]
the executive board members also re-
coive salarles. A former business agenl
was expélled because of his open collu-
sion with the bosses: he took mopey from
thom and winked at violations of union
conditions like an owl which cannot ges
in the deytime. Such people have no in-
tereat in maintoining uolon wage scales
and conditions. Their sele inferest js in
their weekly checks and in the graft they
collect, The workers were aware of this|
hut remained indifferent as long as work
was steady, Now they are resentful but
helpless and they do not as yel  Enow
what bo do

The local has about fve hundred mem-
ebrs, They are fArst, second, third,
fourth and ffth year apprentices, help-
ers, mechanica and designers. For the
privilege of being an apprentice a work-
er had to pay the union bureslerats an
initintion fee of from 35 to 505 o
mechanie $150: a belper 5500, The un-
jon eontrols  about sixty  small  shops,
The other four hundred shops are non-
union.  Many of the bosses of the union
ghops are members of the union

The wage seale was as follows: for ap-
prentices, from the first to Afth year:
$3.15 to $11.50 a day; for helpers:
£10.50; designers: 52000 The helpers
constitube a large majority of the work-
ers in the ijrade.

Through one prefext or  another
this scale was undercut by the bosses
without protest from the workers or the
wadon.  The workers did nol protest the
undercutting of the wage seale because
gixty per cent of them were unemployed
and those at work were working part
time, They aars affaid 1w sa) b (6

1 have no information to show that it is
pressure from below. Certainly not from
the Canadian Communists and Left wing
forees, Omne might almoest draw e con-
cloglon that the leadersbhip themselves
have recognized the depth of the fallure
of their policles and isolation from the
mpazes, have become frightened of the
tomorrow when they will be called to
arcount and are attempting (o return o
the only poliey left open to them in the
hope of forestalling their complete ex-
pose.

To sum up. The begjnning of a return
by the centrlsts in the direction of 2
Leninist trade union policy will streng-
then the position of the Left wing Com-
muniats in particular and the Left wing
forees in general. Two indications point
oput alss to the lguidation of third per-
lod lacties In the political field as well.
The gquestion is, will not the pew turn
have the tendency to disclose more fully
ibe opportunism uwnderlying the theory
of “soclalism in one countey” and the
false policles that flow from it in all

nol the Centrista bureasgceracy  Descome
wioaker and  the Left  Oppositionists
stronger? I again reply in the affirma-
Livis,

—M, QUARTER,

Governmental Red Baiting

TUneasy lle the heads that prosecuts
Communists; this iz the inference one
takes with the fssuance of a pamphlet
by the attormey-general of Ontarcio, jgive
ing the judgment of the Supreme Court
of Ootarlo stating the “reasons” and
“justification” for declaring the Commuon-
ist I'ariy an illegal organization in Omn-
tarlo,

The case bas reached ita flanl stage as
far as legal process 18 coucerned. The
eight have been In Jail for some weeks,
and now Attorney-General Price has ad-
opted a procedure, for the fArst thme in
juridical history in Canads, of lssulng a
publiz pamphlet; spreading propaganda
to popularize the verdict,

Certaln sections of the petty-bourge-
olsie and liberals are uneasy over the
suppressing of ¢lvil Uberties, especially
in Teronto, where exen some religious
organizations have felt the ban. The
judgment gives legal sanction to thias
policy  of suppression, The workers
hive not glven the acelalm to the sen-
tenclog of Reds that the suthoritles ex-
pected. As comrade Cannon stoated, the
social eonditions did not need the ouot-
lnwing of the Party, and Benneit's ad-
vinture has ruised certain sections of
parllamentary elreles, and even ¢f  his
own parly, against his dictatorinl meth-
odg.

The undercurrent canses the reaction-
ary press to print continuous edltorials
venomously denouncing those who oven
dare criticizesBection 98, or the case, gud
al other times trying to pacify them into
believing that outside of the Reds, those
who keep within the law have the right
of free speech, OF course, to  keep
within the law one has to  kesp
his mouth shot, I there waz no dis-
quietude over the case why do they oot
let the matter drop, why do they find
it noecessary to keep formulating “public
opinion®™ ¥

But it is to the working class that a
final reckonimng will have to be made.
Marie Antoineite told the bungry to eat
cake; Mayoer Walker told them to eat lce
crepm, and now Attorney-General Prlee
givea the working elass—pamphlets,

What les underneath this new turn?

—H. GREEN.

Thiz was the situation when the wage
agresment with the bosses expired on
March 20th. The unlon proposed to the
bosses a renewal of the wage scale. This
was nothing but a gesture as the scale
was not being enforced. To allay the
unrest of the rank apd file the union
burcgnerats proposed in addition to the
renewnl of the woge scale that helpers
el poermitted to do part of the appren-
tiees' work., This would enable the bosses
to lay off some or all of their appren-
tices and increase the work of the help-
erz. It iz the old A. F. of L. trick of
ploying off ofe section of workers against
uhother. The union [urther proposed
the introduction of split thoe at the “dis-
cretion of (he goton™ and under the con-
trol of the union, The time cards of
the workers were to be sent weokly to
the unlon headgooarters,

To this the bosses replied with pro-
posaly of their own., OFf fhe sizty uwnlon-
feed shops aome ten or fifteen do  work
for the moving pleture chains: Loew, H.
K. 0.; Warner Bros, cte, These out-
fts wonld ke to either employ non-union
Ialor ar union labor at open shop rates.
Best of all they would like to smash the
unfon, In the presenf  situation  they
aee their opportunity. They have taken
the firat sfep.

Tpan thelr Instlgation the bosses re-
jected the terms of the union; they want
the vight to hive ond lay-off and fire at
will; fthey wani to strike oot from the
agreement the clanse requiring them to
gt the union's permizsion for overtime
work.

Thia iz impottant to the shops doing
theatrical work. The ¢hains always ghoot
cily by evertime work, The chaing pro-
pose e 25055 wage out. These terma would
redgce the unlon to a meaniogless shell

The union bureancrats would have ac-
coepted these terms were It not for the
diszatisfaetion of the rank and file which
foreeid a strike. The strike 5 now
taking place. DPleketing is belng organ-
ized., Acid was thrown op a slgn at the
Astor “Theatre. Twenty shops have set-
tled on the union's terms. Hob not the
ahops which get the moving ploture
chains” orders, They are holding out.

The attempt of the chalns b0 emash
the uplon ks reflected In the stropgle n-
ide the onion. The workers in the
ghopa which get the chalny’ orders, who
are a numerical minority in the union,
are more steadily employed than the
workers in the other union shops, With
aixty per cent of the membership unem-
ployed, this aomerical minority almost
along carrigs (he financinl burden of the
uniom on s back. It & more outapoken
and hostile 10 the burcanersey. Tial
the burcageracy always manages to ount-
vite 1L

The rift between this minority and the
buresnerats supported by o majority of
the membership came {0 8 head with the
expieation of the wage sagreement and
the exchange of terms. This theatrieal
show card minority anxiows to continue
working was opposed fo  the strike, It
waa and is willing to arbitrate with the
klea of scitling for a ten per cent wage
cat. It has no interest in the strike.

It s called p secret mecting to dls-
cusg Mans for the formation of a sep-
arate organization independent of loeal
250, ang for n aetlement on the hasis of
n ten per ecnpt Wage cud. This extremely
short sighted polley will get these works
ors nowhere, IT renlized it will break the
unicn, accomplish the aim of the chalns
and their own isolation, leaving them to
the mercies of the powerful chaing who
will, of course, procesd to lower thelr
living and working conditions oven for-
ther through additional wage cuts, speed
ip aml lay-offs,

In the ranks of the theatrical show
eard writers and in the unilon generally
are severnl Left wing workers, Theso
workers should Immediately work out a
progeam atw]l present it to the  union
membership.

They must cxplain to the themirleal
show card writers that they bhave em-
barked on o suicidal conrse both  for
themselves and the unlon as . whaole.
They must show their fellow workers
that this is playing the game of the
chainsg who alone will benefit from  fe,
Againgt the split they must propose a
fighting unity of the whole union against
the chaing and the bosses for concrete
demands to be worked out by the mem-
bership.

Te the unlon membership as a whole
they must propose as an  indispenaable
prerequisite for the fight against chains
o fight against the bureaucracy in the un-
fon and its scheme of setting off one zoc-
tiom of the workers against another, I[ne
stead of split time they must propose the
wholly prociicable slogan of the alx hour
day without reduction in pay. And to
this they muost add unemployment insur-
ange af the expense of the bosses, They
must also propose the elimination of the
five categories of apprentices slnee the
introduction of machinery and mechan-
ical methods of production have largely
ellminated the neeessity for skilied uwse
of the brush. Finally they must pro-
pose organization of the unorganlzed
shopa. AR a prerequisite for this they
must abwlish the lnitistion foes
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BACKE NUMBERS OF

*MILITANT" WANTED
We are preparing files of the Militant
for binding. We plan to bind In  one
volume all the issues from Vol, 1, No. 1
te Volume IV Noo 12, the last issus of
the semi-monthly Milllant, We are miss-
ing the following numbers: Vol. I, No. 1,
November 16, 1928, Vol. 2, No. 4, Feh.
18th, 1920; Vol, 3, No. 31; Oct. 1 1030:
Vol. 4, No. 2, January 16th, 1031, Val
4, No. 10, May 15th, 1831. Will com-
ridies who have these numbers please
#end them in at once, Just gs soon as
we rocelve these numbers we will be able
to procesd with our bindipg plans and

offer the bound volumes for sale,




