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THE MILITANT

Fifty Y ears of Isracl Amter

The hard life of the revolutionist is
ot without its compensations., The [ret
and travall of the struggle amd the gray
detatls of daily work are relleved from
time to time by ceremonial affairs and
jubilees at which, in contemplation of
great men apd great evenis of the past,
the militant may refresh his soul and re-
new his Inspiration. The anniversaries
of the illustrong dead have been sach
cevasions, Bat nowadays, with s0 many
heroes still among us In the flesh, the
birthdays of our living chiefs become o¢-
caglong for official celebration. Not long
ago the maszes were invited to felicitate
Stalin on  his  Aftieth birthday, And
now, mecording to the reports  In the
Daily Worker, Israel Amter iz alout to
reach the half century mark, and a great
outpouring of spontancons enthusiasm is
to be glven outlet at an officlal “mass
celebration” of his birthday.

It 1g needlesa to say that we weltoms
this event, for we were converted 1ong
age to the doectrine of “Howers for the
living"=that is, if one feels HAowery
about them, And who could feel other-
wise about Amter, who has done so mich
and isn't finlshed yet? It is probable
that we will not get to the celebration.
But anyway we will weave a garland
of encomiums In the hope that it will
not be entirely burled under the floral
offerings.

The cercmonial articles and official
greetings which have been printed so far
review his life and deeds. We will fol-
low the same pattern, Aogd if we 811 in
gome neglected details, it can be atirl
buted to the fact that we write under
less constraint than the others and there-
fore can apeak more freely and sincerely.

One hero began his carcer as o plano
player, and they say he was g good one.
But the tunes he extracted from that
claszle Instrument were nolhing to the
rhythme he produced when he began to
play didoes with the Commuonist move-
ment, Like the jazz composers in  the
musleal field, he speclalized im the biz-
arre and the unigue. His self-expres-
slon, through the medium of the revoli-
tlonary movement, ook o distinctively
individualistie form. In all that he said
and did he was steictly Amter, and no-
body else.

Amter made his debut on the natlonal
stage of the Party at the first under-
tracted attentlom by hiz fenrless and un-
tracted attention by his fearless and un
cotipromising demands for the propa-
ganda of “armed Insorrection”, to be pro-
mated by leaflets hurled into the midst
of the masses from ambush, Socon after
he appears, of rather one of his leaflets
appears, In the strike of the Brooklyn
Trapalt workers for & wage inerense of
Ge an hour, With that mastery of the
dialectic which already distinguished
bhim, he “linked up" thizs “everyday de-
mand” of the unsospécting siresl car
men, with the fAnal goal of their strog-
gle, and called on them to rise, arms in
hand, and capture the power-hoose.

Falling in thia maneuWer, becnose of
tha unreadiness of the workers, and the
fact that the “third peried” has not yet
arrived, Amter made a slight strategical
retreat; but only for the purose of gath-
ering strength for another leap. Keep-
ing hiz plams 1o himself, he took the
capltalist forces by surprise with a sud-
den leaflet In the Bpring of 1921 entitled
“May Day of Ievolution”, Tuoe to a
hiteh somewhere, this leaflet didn®t over-
throw the ¢lass rogime, bot {8 did over-
throw the Central Committee of the
Party af g convention a few weeks later,
All the members of the C. E. C. swore
they had hod nothing to do with the
leaflet and Enew nothing acbut it but
thia did not save them. Amter's pro-
paganda had set & movement in motion
that could not be appeased withont some
spcrifices, and the heads even of the
innocent had to fall

Ambter next appeared g2 one of the
co-guthors of the famous “Ford-Tubner”
thesls, and leader of the “Eoose chucns”,
In this thesls our hero, disguised from
hia enemles by the psendonym of Ford,
advanced the ldea that the llegal exlst-
ence of the Party was a matter of prin-
ciple, and that the advecacy of a legal
organigation in lise¢l” a sign of counter-
revolutlon—a subpect In Which he laler
gpecialized and took scveral degrees. In
thiz affalr Amter suffered a temparary
set-back, due to the Trotskylst influence
then prevailing In the Comintern. His
theala was rejected, the movement Was
legalized, and Amter, defeated but mnot
terrified, went into a temporary eclipse,

It was at this stage in his carcer that
he began to dlaplay that remarkable ad-
aptability that enabled im0 keep
allve politleally In any weather., Unlike
the illegal “leftists" who kept muttering
abont wrmed insurrection” afier kEha
seaaon had passed, Amtér got o step
with thi times, The Farmer-Labor per-
lod had arrived, the TPapper-Lovestone
group of leaders came to the front and
took the plece of the wild men of the
“goose caucus”. Amber was one of dhose
who saw the light., He not only jolned
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the Lovestone faction but became voci-
forous alout it. For several years, right
up to the day that the Comintern tele-
gram uagainst Lawvestone arrtived, Amier
wng g Lovestomeite in all things great
angd smaull,

But even after these years of habitna-
tion to the Lovestone formuloe aod the
Lovestone paolities he did not  begome
rigid amd doctrinaire about it, [le re-
tained his fAexibility, and fnoally gove am
exhibillon of 1t that will always: stand
in the history of the party as an cxane-
ple for people who want to kuow how to
change theie opinlons and change (lem
quick, This was on the day the O L
cablegram agninst Lovestond cane. HEL
awoke on that fateful morning as loyal
and as red-hot & Lovestoneite as  you
could flmd with o =carch warrant. And
went through a few morning chores of
rurslng Fosteritez in o routine fashion.
A bwelve o'cleck he received o copy of
the telegrom to the effect that Lovestone
was o longer “kosher™. One hoor later
he was hanting for Lovestoneites to ex-
pel from thi Party. amd was as thick
with: Foster as oneliberty bond with an-
ather.

A man with such a political biography
could not be denled recogmition. He hos
a ftting place in the top circle of the
hierarehy, His fiftieth birthday s a
public event and deserves o public de-
mon=tration of some kind. We disagree
with the official plans only on one point.
Why should It be &8 "mass celebration™?

Why not a mass trinl?

TAG DAY FOR MARINE
DEFENSE
The Aarine Workers” Defense
Committes 18 organizing a Tag Day
collection to provide funds for the
legal defense of the throe New

Yark maringe workers now on trial

The collection will take place on
All or-
the

HSaturday, April 9 and 140,
ganlzations cooperating  in
Maring Ikwfenze Committes are
called on to provide collectors, The
Communist Teagae, Bpartacuas
Youth Clul members must turn out
in foree, necrading to the decisions
af these organizations. All mene-
bera report to comrade H. Stone at
Militant 1leadquarters for station
nasignments,

APRIL *Young Spartacus™ OUT!

The Aprll lzspe of Young Spartacos
wihibel 18 now out on =ale, haz g number
of very interesting articles of particular
intorest to the youth as well ag to adult
workers. The character of the present
fuzue issuch that its wide distribution
umong the ranks of Communists and
radical youth wonld be very valoable,
Readers of fhe Militknt shoold order
bundles of the Young Spartacus and dis-
tribute or sell them.

The table of contents of the carrent I
sue iz s follows :

Auto Workers AMuordered

Iteznlts of German Electlons

Trotsky Doeprived of  Citleenship by
Stalin

Hindents Barred frood Kentueky

Capitalizm amd Child Labor

Atudents Organize Natlonal Movemant

Heolaboro Doys Condemeosd to Death

- o

Impressions of a National Tour

Thie tour just completed, which care-
ried the writer through the most impor-
tant Industrlal ecities in the United
Stateg afd the twoe most Important cen-
fere in Cannda allowed for some first
hand observalions regarding the cifects
of the desp corisiz in Cansdian as well
as American capitalism. It enables ong
to draw beyond (he confines of New York
City, and to see the movement in those
indusirial cenfers where the American
proletarial dominates—in those sectlons
where the exigtenes of the revolulionary
wovement 12 imperative, for the future.

That which strikes one inmedlotely s
ihe extent of the economie orisis,  its
terrific BWeE OVer ihe nervesanters of
the eountry, carrying in itz wake misery
for the masses,  Aliles of aldings are oo-
cupied by huge numbers of {die freight
cara: small Indwdstrial towns with fac-
tories are sllemt. Amokeless chimneys!
The lmrpest citles have few fnctorles at
work. Thousands upon thousands of un-
employed workers make up a weary trek.
There iz hunger while warchouses are
Alled with food. The vast numbers of
Jobless proletaclans are not confined to
any one town, of state. They are every-
where, Iiscussions with many workers
from wvarlous sectiona of the country ox-
hibit their ztate of bewllderedness, They
do no yet comprebend the caoses of the
vicipus erlglr. But they are aware that
there is something seriously wrong with
the character of the syatem.

There are few movements of the work-
ere. Aelde from the sttempia of the
Compnnnlate noe movements of alruggle
exiat., Those struggles taking place are
witiler the lendership of the Communist
Party., ‘The movements of the unemploy-
el workera are organizesd by them. Bat
they are still very weak and In many
cases  ineffectunl, Through the policles
of the Party these movements have be-
coine narcow, They are sectarlon and
therchy isclated, "The iactle of the Und-
ted Front, the best weapon through which
ta rally scores of workers |8 cast aslde
by the Party apd iz one of the main
reasons for thelr fallure to make greater
headway, The Unemployed Councils or-
ganlzed by the Party are choked by the
henvy arms of bureancracy and Impede
thele growth., Yet it is significant that
the Communists alone hove the conrage|
gnd will to organize the workerz in de-
fenae of thelr Interesta and In a astrug-
gle against capltalism, This s appar-
cht everywhere,

Certainly there are attempls of the re
formists to counter the activity of the
Itarty, This is to be cxpected. When-
evear and wherevor the Communists ane
active the reformizts rize as a wall to
prevent their growith and to  anglize
theze movements. Father Cox arose to
check the petivity of the Communist
[Party among the unemployed workera.
Similir movements exizt in other towns.
The Hocialist arty is conspleoons in the
wi<i by Its inoctivity, more zo, by its
raformist preachings and aims,

In the face of Impending stroggles the
bourgeoisle is preparing itself, The rev-
olutionary workers maust  note  keenly
the developmenta in Canada, There, the
answer of the government to the grow-
ing momls of struggle among the work-
er, 8 0 result of the deep cerisis, is
shown in the resurrection of  the in-
famous Article 98 of the Oriminal Code.
It was throngh this law that six mem-
bera of the Ceniral Commitiee of the|
Canadian Communist Parly were arrest-
ed and sentenced to long jall terms, We
grrived in Caonda fmomediately after
the sentence was confirmed and the com-
rades sent to Hingslon, In the Proviooes

af Nntarla fhe ravalntlonoer  moeomsond

ing thelr property for meetinge under
the threat of areest and revoeation of
license. ‘IMe poblicatton of revolution.
ary literaturs barring literature from the
mails (The Freiheit, Party literature,
Dpposition lterature is barred from en-
try)  Those receiving literature are lia-
ble to arrest. Anyone arcested on &
gingle one of the charges in this article
i guilty until proven innocent. Clvil
employees are instrocted to assome the
role of aples and to open any suspiclous
packages aml to fortwith inform  the
awthorities, The Ameriean Party which
has (has fnr remalned more or less sllent
about the developmenta in the Canadian
movement must take cognizance of them
immediately and understand their signd-
ficance, It is neecssary for our Canadian
movement to organlze itself with  (he
alm of clreomventing the deive against
i,

The masssere af Detroit and the plan-
ned drive agalnst the Communisis there;
the attack agoinst the Parvty In Chicago
aocompanied by frameuap charges of
ghooting policemen are begionings of a
definite attempt by the government fo
briwg repressions to bear upon the Com-
munist: aud the workers generally. Al-
ready these cvents have had deep reper-
cusmions amoeng e other workers whao
are repelled by the brutality of Ford's
gunmes,

L ] L L] L]

The Left Oppesition ig gaining groater
sunpport.  Our meelings had & lurger at-
tendonce than previously. There iz a
definite increase of sympathy and sup-
port for our movement. In spite of the
efforts of the Party bureancrats to pre-
vent succesaful meetidgs they proved
mote of less inefMectual. (The meetings
will be diseussed conmcretely in o forth-
coming arthele). The workeras felt keen-
Iy our viewpsint on the German sitai-
tion, and the discussiona at our meetings
were of a particularly  high level. In
many citieg, the presence of Party mem-
bers, and of aympathizers with its line,
helped to enliven the meetings through
Heir participation in  the discusslons.
Each meeting brought forth new vlew-
points and guestions, They helped all
the more in elarifying our viewpolnt on
all guestlons confronting the Intérna-
lional Communist Movement.

There was an obvious inercase of lie-
terest in our press. This muest be gald
particularly of Unser Kamf, It has
creatil o deep Impression on wide see-
tiona of the Jewish workers, Hefer
ences were made 1o recent articles in
the Freiheit articles of so low a charac-
tor that they could be written only by
people who have recelved thelr politieal
training on the stafll of the Jéewlsh Daily
Forward. The Jewlsh workers are par-
tlenlarly incensed with the degenerated
babble sbout the “conntar-revolutionary
Troteky™.

On the whole we can record a  wider
influence of the Left Opposition, We
must sivive in (he coming year to in-
crease opr organizational strenghh  to
correapond fo our  politieal  Influence,
There iz still toe wide a discrepaney be-
tween the two.

What iz outstanding in the whole sit-
uation¥ The lack of organization of
the Amerlcan workers. The Communist
Party is still very small. The great
mnss of workers are unorganized, But
the effects of this ¢risis are resulting
in deep changes in thé whole character
of the Ameriean proletariat. Changes
are taking place in thelr whole ideology.
These changes, to be sure, are slow: But
they are genuine. The great mass of un-
employml workers are still in a dawed
state. The workers with jobs are in
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NEXT? -- by Leon Trotsky

Chapter 1: The Role of the German Social Democracy

(Contined from page 1)

of the Communists; and even so these mighty gm‘lt]t'
men beg me a functionary, to save them from the at-
tack of another party comprising millions whose lead-
ers may become my bosses tomorrow; things must be
prety bad for the gentlemen of the social democracy,
pretty bad for the gentlemen of the social democracy,
functienary, to think about my own hide™ And as
a result, the “loyal”, “neutral™ functionary who vac-
illated vesterday, re-insures himself without fail, i. e,
ties up with the National Socialists, to safeguard his
own future. In this manncr the reformists who have
outlived their own dav, work for the Fascists along
burcaucratic lines.

The - social democracy, the hanger-on of the bour-
geoisie, is doomed to wretched ideological parasitism.
One moment it catches up idens of bourgeois econom-
ists, and the next, it tries to utilize bits of Marxism.
After citing from my pamphlet the reasons against the
participation of the Communist party in Hitler's re-
ferendum, Hilferding concludes: *Truly, there is noth-
ing to add to these lines in order to explain the tacties
of the social demoeracy as regards the Bruening gov-
ernment.”  Remmele and Thalheimer step forward,
“I"lease take note, Hilferding relies on Trotsky.” A
Fascist yellow sheet steps forward in turn, “Trotsky
is paid for this job by the promise of a visa.” Next
a Stalinist journalist comes to the fore and wires the
communication of & Fascist paper to Moscow. The
editorial board of the *Izvestia®™, which includes the
unfortunate Hadek, prints the telegram. This chain
deserves only to be mentioned and passed by.

Let us return to more serious questions. If Hitler
can afford himself the luxury of fighting against
Bruening, it is only beecause the bourgeois régime as
a whole leans for its support on the back of that half
of the working class which is led by Hilferding and
Company. If the social democracy had not put
through its policy of elase betrayal,-then Hitler, not
to mention the fact that he would have never attained
his present power, would have been clutehing at Bruen-
ing’s government as a life saving anchor. If the Com-
munists together with the social demoeracy had over-
thrown Bruening, that would have been a fact of the
greatest political significance.  The consequence, in
any case, would have risen over the heads of the lead-
ers of the social demeeracy. Hilferding attempts to
find justification for his betrayal in our eriticism, which
demands that the Communists take Hilferding's be-
trayal into account as an accomplished fact,

Although Hilferding has “nothing to add” to Trot-
sky’s words, he nevertheless does add something : The
correlation of forces, he says, is such that even in the
event of the united action of social democratic and
Communist workers, there would be no possibility “by
forcing the fight, to overthrow the cnemy and to seize
power.”  In this remark, glossed over in passing with-
out any ecvidence, lies the very crux of the gquestion.
According to Hilferding in Germany today, where the
proletariat composes the majority of the population
and the deciding productive force of socicty, the united
front of the social democracy and the Communist
party could not place the power in the hands of the
prnletraiat! When 15 the Pru-r.iﬂ{-. moment, then, that
the power can pass into the hands of the proletariat?
Prior to the war there was the prespective of the auto-
matic growth of capitalism, of the growth of the pro-
letariat, and of the equal growth of the social dem-
oeracy. This process was cut short by the war, and
no power in the world will restore it. The decay of
capitalism means that the question of power must be
decided on the basis of the now existing productive
forces. By prolonging the agony of the capitalist
regime, the social demoeracy leads only to the further
decline of ceonomic eulture, to the disorganization of
the proletariat, to social gangrene. No other per-
spectives lie ahead ; tomorrow will be worse than today
the day after tomorrow worse than tomorrow. But
the leaders of the social democracy no longer dare
to look into the future. Theirs are all the vices of
the ruling class doomed to destruction; they are light-
minded, their will is paralyzed, they are given to blub-
bering over events and hoping for miracles. Come to
think of it, Tarnow’s ecconomie researches fulfill now
the same function as did once the conseling revelations
of a Rasputin. . . .

The social demoerats together with the Commumnists
would not be able to seize power. There he stands,
the snobbish, ecducated, (gehildet) petty bourgeois, an
utter coward, soaked from head to foot with distrust
and contempt for the masses. The social democracy
and the Communist party together hold about 40 per
cent of the votes, despite the fact that the betrayals
of the social democracy and the mistakes of the C. P.
drive millions into the camp of indifferentism and even
National Socialism. Onece a fact, the joint action of
these two parties alone, By opening before the masses
new perspectives, would incommensurably increase the
strength of the proletariat. But let us limit ourselves
to 40 per cent. Has Bruening perhaps more, or Hit-
ler? But there are only these three groups that can
rule  Germany: the proletariat, the center party or
the Fascists. But a notion is firmly implanted in the
heads of the edneated petty bourgeois: for the repre-
sentatives of capital to rule, 20 per cent of the votes
suffice, because the bourgeoisie, you see, has the banks,
the trusts, the syndicates, the railroads. True, our
educated petty bourgeois made ready to “socialize”
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struggle tears away all the covers from the actual
relation of forces. During a direct and immediate
struggle for power, the proletariat, unless paralyzed
by sabotage from within, by Austro-Marxism and by
all other forms of betrayal, develops a force incom-
mensurably superior to its parliamentary expression.
Let us recall once again the invaluable lessons of his-
tory. Even after the Bolsheviks had seized power,
and firmly seized it, they had less than one tlurd of
the votes in the Constituent .r‘.ssvmu'hl}'; together with
the Left S, R.s—less than 40 per cent.  Yet despite
a fearful economic collapse, despite the war, despite
the betrayal of the European, and first of all of the
German, social democracy, despite the post-war reae-
tion of weariness, despite the growth of Thermidorian
tendencies, the first workers® government stands on its
fect fourteen years. And what can be said of Ger-
many? At the moment the social democratic worker
together wilth the Communist arises to soize power, the
task will be nine-tenths completed.

Nevertheless, says Hilferding, had the social dem-
ocracy voted against Bruenming’s government and
thereby overthrown it, the consequence would have
been the coming of the Fascists to power., That is the
way, perhaps, the matter may appear on a Imrlinn
mentary plane; but the matter itself docs not rest on
a parliamentary plane. The social demoeracy could
refuse to support Bruening only in the cvent that it
decided to enter upon the road of revolutionary strug-
gle. Either support Bruening, or fight for the dieta-
torship of the proletariat. No third course is given.
The social democracy, by voting against Bruening,
would change at once the correlation of forees—not
on the parliamentary chess board, whose chess-picees
might surprisingly enough be found underncath the
talle-~but on the arena of the revolutionary struggle
of the classes. After such an about-face, the forces
of the working class would increase not twofold but
tenfold, for in the clu.:m‘ struggle, the moral factor
holds by no means the last place, particularly during
great historical upheavals. Under the impact of this
moral foree, the masses of the people, one stratum
after another, would be charged to the point of high-
est intensity.  The proletariat would say to itself with
assurance, that it alone was called to give a different
and a higher direction to the life of this great nation.
Disintegration and decomposition in Hitler's army
would set in before the decisive battles. Batthes of
course could not be avoided; but with a firm resolu-
tion Lo ﬁgllt bix 'l."icl.',ﬂr:,', h}r ull:ﬂ.c]ting |_14:|n||:|]:|.'j victm'r
might be achieved infinitely more casily than the most
extreme revolutionary optimist now imagines,

Only a trifle is lacking for this: the about-face of
the social demoeracy, its taking the road of revelu-
tion. To hope for a voluntary shift on the part of
the leaders after the experiences of 1914-1922 would
be the most ludicrous of all illusions. But the major-
ity of social democratic workers—that is something
else again; they can make the turn, and they will make
it—it is only necessary to help them. And this turn
will be not only against the bourgeois government, but
against the upper layers of their own party.

At this point, our Austro-Marxist, who has “noth-
ing to add” to our words, will try once more to bring
against us citations from our own books: didn't we
write point blank that the policies of the Stalinist bur-
caucracy represent a chain of errors; didn't we stig-
matize the participation of the Communist party in the
Hitler referendum? We did write, we did stigmatize,
But we wage battle with the Stalinist leadership in
the Comintern |'|nn':-|:im.*1_',r because it is in:apuhic of
breaking up the social democracy, of tearing the
masses from under its influence, of frecing the locomo-
tive of history from its rusty chain-brake. By its
convulsions, its mistakes, its burcaucratic ultimatism,
the Stalinist bwreaucracy preserves the social dem-
ocracy, permits it again and again to regain its foot-

hold.

The Communist party is a proletarian, anti-bour-
geols party, even if erroncously. The social demoeracy,
though composed of workers, is entirely a bourgeois
party, which under *normal conditions” is led quite
expertly from the point of view of bourgeois aims,
but which is good for nothing at all under the condi-
tions of a social erisis. The leaders of the social dem-
ocracy are themselves forced to recognize, though un-
willingly, the bourgeois character of the party. Re-
ferrving to the erisis and the unemployment situation,
Tarnow mouths moth-enten phrases about the “dis-
grace of capitalist civilization™, quite in the manner of
& protestant minister preaching on the sinfulness of
wealth; referring to socialism, Tarnow talks after the
manner of this same ninister when the latter preaches
about. rewards beyond the grave; but when it comes to
concrete questions, he assumes another tone: “If on
September 14th, this speetre (unemployment) had not
hovered over the ballot box, this day would have been
written differently inte the pages of German history.
(Report at the Leipzig Congress).” The social dem-
ocracy lost votes and seats beeause capitalism, on ac-
count of the erisis, had revealed its authentic visage,
The crisis did not strengthen the party of “socialism®,
on the contrary, it weakened it, just as it depressed
the trade turn-over, the resources of banks, the self-
assurance of Hoover and Ford, the profits of the
Prince of Monaco, ete. Today, onc is obliged to look,
not in bourgeois papers, but in social democratic press
for the most optimistic evaluations of the conjuncture,
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