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Marine Workers on Trial

The trial of the three maring work-
ers, which was Interrupted for a week
on account of the lllnesa of Assistany
IMatrict Attorney Capazolll, was resumed
Monday In the court of General Bea-
slones Mo, 1 before Judge Allen. With
glx witnesses for the prosecution already
examined, the contentlone of the state
are plready before the jury. The great
conspirney announced last November,
with such o flreworks of publicity and
erles of the red terror, ls taking on the
character of a farce at the trlal. The
glgantic “d¥namite plot” to “blow ap tha
shipping” In the New York harbor has
dwindled down In the pctual testimony
to the clailm that the defendants wWere
responsible In some way or another for
a lealk about the size of a gquarter which
was dizcoverad In the bottom of & worn
out sand and gravel barge,

The first witness was John Schimmel,
night watchman on the barge “Anthony",
owned by the O'Boyle Transportation
Company, 1 nop-unlon concern and com-
plairant in the case, Hehimmel testl-
fied that on November 4, 1931, at about
one o'clock in the morning, he beard &
nolse that brought him on deck’ to in-
vestigate. Finding nothing there, he
went to the hold of the bhoat and dis-
coversd a small hole through which
witer was eotering. He also clalmed
that & man, whom he now “ldentifies™
a5 Bunker, called to him from the pler
to which the boat was moored and asked
him if he had & place to sleep that night,
On eroas examination 1t was brought out
that the only light on the boat was a
kerosens lamp gn the cabin 70 or B0 feet
from the place where he was standing.
fMhere were no lghts on the pler, and
the only street lighta werse more than
B0 feet away. In addition to these dif-
foulties In the way of positlve Menti-
fiention under the clreumstances, It was
brought out In eross-examination that
Sehimmel wag borh hard at hearing and
afflicted with poor eye-sight. It was
also shown that he was a non-unlon man,
working for a $1 a day. He was once
a member of the Tidewater Boatmen's
Union, he sald, but admitted he had been
“glways In trouble with them" and
thought Munisns were no geod”.

The next Witness, nimed Murphy, a
"runner” for O'Boyle teatified that he
went on board the good ship “Aunthony™
nhout 2 A M, oo November 4th aod went
inte the hold to examine the leak. He
found it atuffed up with some matorial,
He algo sald there was some water In
the hold, although on cross-examination,
he admited that he hid IBapected the
boat on the previous day found waler
in the hold on that occaslon. This wit-
neas ko “found” & battery and some
wires and an old alarm elock, which
wera put in evidence as the Instruments
with which the shipping in the Harbor
was to be blown up.

The testimony of Shimmel, the dollar
& day hero who had positively ldentified
Bunker, was further discredited by the
crogs examination of Scarr, of the U. 8.
Weather Burean, New York District As
Searr testified that at 2 A, M. on the
day in question, there was s waning
moon, and that & shadow cast by a per-
gon standing In fromt of the moon, A8
it was established the man whom Schime-
mal “ldentified” as Bunker stood, would
be hard to recognize,

John Hickey, the msnager of the 0O°-
Boyle Transportation Company, who has
been one of the leadlng Aghters against
the union in the harbor, geve a touching
display of lnnocence and of disinterest-
edness in the labor slde of the ¢ase.
It was brought out, opn crosg-examina-
tion, that he has acted as a State’'s wit-
neas in many cases, He “dido’t koow™
if he had any union men in his employ,
but admitted that he pald less than the
union scale. He didn't know anything
about the unlons on the water front.
“The pollce”, he sald, “shounld kndw
about them." He hay never been heard
of the I. T B. 1. befors.

This man, who gets a salary of $4500
a wyear for his efficiency as a unlon
smasher, admitied on cross-dxamination
that he Eave monay 1] Huyle. who Is
regarded as the provocateur in the case.
The ¢rofs ecxpmination of defensse at-
torney Peter L. F. Sabbating and the
hizzare explandtlonsg of the wilnesa on
this point, evoked o lot of merriment
in the court reom. Hickey, whe has
never been known ga a apendthrift, got
a fit of magonanimity on the day that
the defendants weré arralgned. Hoyle,
be said, asked bhim for a quarter for
clgaretes. But blg-bearted Hickey open-
od his pocketbook and handed him a
bill, with the remark—so hbe sald—
“ghare it with the other boys."—the un-
lon men whom he I8 trylng to rallroad,

*Thi next witness was Lieutenant Leon-
ard of the Harbor Pollee 3Squad. He
admitied, by way of confirmation, you
might say, of Hickey's contention that
the union was no way involved—that
the headguarters of the I. T. B. U. had
been ralded, & police padioek puat on the
door, and the Ales taken to polles head-
guarters. Leonard knew, he sald, that
the defendants were unlom men but
“didn't know anything abouot the Tide-
water Boatmen's unfon or any  other
union on the water froot”

Further lgnorance of any conmection
of unlonlsm with the prosecutlon was
exhibited by detective Bolle, who said
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he examined Hoyle "in a little room™ at
the police statlon and “got o statement
frogn him." Hollé knew nothing what-

‘ever about unlona on the water front, he

gald, and had never heard of the I. T.
B. 1., nor of the defendauts.

Az The Militant goes to press the trial
Ia still In progress, and la expected to
continue for at least another week. The
Marine Workers' Defense Committes 1s
appealing for financial aupport for the
expenses of the legal defense. The Com-
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The alx-to-one’ decision of the Alabama

Supreme Court upholding the death
sentences of seven of the nine Ecottsboro
prizoners iz a class verdict. It is mee-
easary only briefly to review the case
to prove this and to give the lie to the
M. A. A, C. P, sabotagera, the soclialists
and thelr lberal supporters like the New
Republic, all of whom have claimed that
the werdiet of guilty and sentence of
death were the result of the hatred stic-
red up by the agitation of the Commun-

of the trial

The intention of the Sonthern
bons to diapatch the boys with all poa-
aible expedition was clearly revealed by
the arrangements mids for and conduct
It was held on fair day
In a court house surrounded by a lynch
mob, held in check by promizes from the
militia that verdlcts of guilty wounld be
spesdily fortheoming, The task of
prosecution was made easier by thg
labkoration of the W. A.
fense™ lawyer who produced no wltneases

munist League, which la afiiliated with
the Defense Committes, declded at s
last meeting to concentrate its activities

in the next ten days on the ralsing of
funds for the defense. The address of

the Marine Defense Commitios |8 B2 East

10th 8t to which contributions should
e ®ent,

A
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ists.

whs changed forthwith to rape. which

in Algbama, lg a capital crime,

A

The nine Negro boys on their way to
look for work were taken of a freight
train and charped with stealing a ride.
But, upon the subsequent discovery on

the teain of two white girls, the chirge

and refused to ask for an acquittal. The
trial requleed only three days. The wer
diet wos guilty, The sentence was death
by electrocution, The entire elapsed
time belween arrest and ronvicilon was
only fifteen days.

MThe declslon of the Supreme Coart
upholkds this wverdict and sentence, I
affirms that the trial was falr and im-
partial. It says that the militla which

WHAT NEXT? -- by Leon Trotsky

Chapter 1: The Role of the

The “iron front” ls essentially a bloc of numerically §
powerful social democratic trade unions with impotent,
groups of bourgeois “republicans” which have lost
entirely the support of the people and all confidence
in  themselves. When it comes to fighting, cadavers
are worthless, but they come in handy to keep' the liv-
ing from fighting. Their bourgeois allies serve the
social democtatic leaders as a bridle around the necks
of the workers' organizations, We must fight! We
must fight! . . . but that is only empty talk. With
God's hi:lp, eva:r:,rth'ing will be settled ultimately with-
out any bloodshed. Is it possible that the Fascists
will really decide to stop talking and get down to
business? They, the social democrats, never so much
as ventured an such a course, and they, the social
democrats, are no worse than other people.

In case of actual danger, the social democracy banks
not on the “Iron Front™ but on the Prussian police.
It is reckoning without its host! The fact that the
police was originally reeruited in large nambers from
among social democratic workers is absolutely mean-
ingless. Conscivusness is determined by environment
even in this instance. The worker who becomes a
policeman in the serviee of the capitalist state, is a
bourgeois cop, not a worker. Of late years these
policemen have had to do much more fighting with rev-
olutionary workers than with Nazi students. Such
training does not fail to leave its effects. And above
all: every policeman knows that though governments
may change, the police remains,

In its new-year’s issue, the Lheoretical organ of the
social democracy, “Das Freie Wort” (what a wretched
sheet!), prints an article in which the policy of “tol-
eration”, is expounded in its highest sense. Hitler, it
appears, can never come into power against the police
and the Reichswehr. Npw, acecording to the con-
stitution, the Reichswehr is under the command of the
president of the Republic. Therefore Fascism, it fol-
lows, iz not dangerous so long as a president faithful
to the constitution remains at the head of the govern-
ment. Bruening’s régime must be supported until the
presidential elections so that a constitutional president
may then be elected, through an alliance with the par-
lismentary bourgeoisie; and thereby Hitler’s road to
power will be blocked for another seven years. The
above is, as given, the literal context of the article®.
A mass party, leading millions (toward socialism!)
holds that the question as to which class will come
to*power in present day Germany, which is shaken to

¢ he article Is slgned with the modest initlals E. H. They
should be engraved for posterity. Generations of workers
have ndt labored In waln, Great revolutionary thinkers and
fightera did not journey over this earth without leaving ' thelr
mark. E. H. existe, stays on his job, and points the way
to the German proletariat.

Evil tonguwes would have It that E. H. Iz closely related

to B, Hellmann, who so besmirched himeself during the war
by the most sordld kind of chauvinism. Tmpossible ! What,

goch & loclid head . . . .7

German Social Democracy

its very fou ndations,

the presidential palace.

law", what then?

such questions.

The

depends not on the fighting
strength of the German proletariat, not on the shock
troops of Fascism, not even on the personnel of the
Reichswehr; but on whether the pure spirit of the
Weimar constitution (along with the required quan-
tity of camphor and naphthalene) will be installed in
But suppose the spirit of
Weimar, in a well-known situation, recognize, together
with Bethmann-Hollweg, that “necessity knows no
Or suppose the perishable substance
of the spirit of Weimar falls asunder at the most un-
toward moment, despite the camphor and naphthalene,} - -
what then? And what if . . . but there is no end to

politicians of reformism, these dexterous wire-
pullers, artful intriguers and careerists, expert par-
linmentary and ministerial machimators are no sooner

fraternized with the mob while it march-
ed around the court house singlng the
Biar Bpangled Banmer and stopplng only
to cheer the verdict of guilty *. . . was
natice to everybody that the strong arm
of the State was there to assure the ac-
cueed of a lawfol trial™

The six robed and dignified jostlees
found no ground for reversal Im the
apeed of the trial, basing themselves on
the precedent created in the specdy trial
and exzeoution of Czolgoss, the nssassin
of McKinoley, Tt is true, they argue, that
in the Scottshoro case, ne one Was a8
sassinated (they Intend to accomplish
this en masse on May 13th) ; but, they
aay, * . we gre of the opinion that
sofme things may happen to one worse
than death and §f the evidence is to be
belleved ong of these things happened
to this defenseless woman, Vietorla Pricd

The werdict of the Supreme Court
speaks the intention of the capltallst
class to.make a significant example of
these boys: to warn the super-exploited,
suppressed Negro masses of & similar
fate for all whoe aspire to polltical, econ-
omle and social equality, and dare to

thrown out of their habitual sphere by the course offairyprie for it. It 13 the familiar answer

events; no sooner are they placed face to face with

momentous contingencies than they reveal themselves
to be—there is no milder expression for it—inept

booba.

“T'c rely upon a president is only to rely upon “the
Faced with the impending clash be-
tween the proletariat and the Fuscist petty bourgéoisie
—+two camps which together comprise the crushing
majority of the German nation—these Marxists from
the “Vorwiirts” velp for the night watechman te come
“Help! Government exert pressure!”

government’.

to their aid,

(Staat, greif zu!). Which means, “Bruening, please

don’t foree us to defend ourselves with the might of
workers' organizations, for this will only arouse the
entire proletariat; and then the movement will rise
above the bald-pates or our party leadership: begin-

ning as anti-Faseist, it will end Communist.

To this Bruening could reply, unless he preferred
silence: "With the police force I could not handle
Fascism even if I wanted to; but I wouldn’t even if
I could, Setting the Reichswehr in motion means only
splitting the Reichswehr, if not throwing it altogether
against us. But what is most important is that the
turning of the bureaucratic apparatus against the
Fascists would mean untying the hands of the work-
ers, restoring their full freedom of action: the con-
sequence would be precisely those which you, social
democrats, dread so much, and which I accordingly
dread twice as much.”

The effect which the appeals of the social democracy
produce on the state apparatus, on the judges, the
Reichswehr and the police cannot fail to be just the
opposite to the one desired. The most “loyal” fune-
tionary, the most “neutral”, the least bound to the
social demoeracy can reason only thus: “Millions are
behind the social demoerats; enormous resources are
in their hands: the press, the parliament, the munici-
palitics ; their own hides are at stake; in the struggle
against the Fascists they are assured of the support

(Continued on poage 4)
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With inevitable delay I learn from
Pravda of your declalon of February 30,

1042, depriving me and the members of

my family gharing with me expulalon,
exite and work. of the rights of Soviet
citlzenship and forbidding our goiry Lo
the U. B. 5. K. Whereln my “counter-
revolutionary” activity les, the declsion
does not say. If we should disgount the
polemical rituals agailnst “Trotskylam",
there were clied In the Sovlet press
only twoe Instances of my suppossd ac-
tivity which could have sbesn character-
lzed as connter-revolutioary—had they
actually occarred.

Pravda of July 2, 1031, carried with
corresponding commentaries, a photosta-
tlc reproductlon of the fArat page of the
Polish newspaper Hurrier Pozdenny con-
taining an article supposedly by me and
directed against the Soviet Unlom, It is
pnderstood that pone of you doubted for
& moment thiat this article presents o
forgery of & flthy sheet, well-known for
ita falslfcations. The same newspaper
ghortly thereafter forged documents
agalnst Galiclan (Ukranian) revolutlon-
arles. Hven the bourgeola press, such

Open Le.;t;r to the C.E.C. of the US.S.R.

as the Manchester Guardlan, at that time
charasterized the Hurrier Podzenny as
a newspaper which has already distin-
guished itself by the forgery of an artl-
cle by Trotaky, I demanded from Pravia
a factual dendal. It did not Appear.
Pravda consclonsly decelved milllons of
workers, red soldiers, sallors and pea-
gants, lending support under Ilta  own
pame to the forgery of Pollsh Fasclsta,
One cannot but recall that the author of
thesa “disclosures” In the Pravds waa
none other than Yaroslaveky, in thesa
days one of the supreme guardians of
pirty morality. If after that he has suf-
fered somewhat, it wWas at any roale not
due to the forgery, but rather to its io-
completeness,

The second example of my “counter-
revolutlonary” activity, preceded your
declsion only by a few weeks. On Jan-
pary 16, 1082 the Izvestia of the C. E. C.
earried a digpateh from Berlin to the
affect that I eall for the support of the
Bruening Government, scting In  agree-
ment with the German soclal democracy,
and in particular with Karl Hautsky
and Alfred Adler (7), and that a viea

for this. All this Informatlion, in which

Berlin anti-Semitio

which

reactionery,
e

paper in Germany attributed any signif
canee to these creatlve labors of the (Ger

newspaper formally under yours,
Presidium's control, published this ac
knowledgedly false information, consch

of the SBoviect Union.,

neither be erassd nor obliterated,

clzion. This

(Continued on page 3)

for entry into Germany iz promiscd me

of course, it Is clear to you, there lsn't
a slngle word of truth, 5 taken from a
sheeat
can hardly take into one's
hamnde, let alone gquote. Not one news-

man Pourishkevitohes, Only Izvesils, a
the

ously decelving by it millions of citizens

Thus you did not consider it possible
to adopt your declzlon before two of the
most responsible papers of the Soviet
Union—the central organ of the pariy
and the officlal organ of the govérnment
—had decéived the people with the ald
of forgerles fabricated by Pollsh and Ger-
man Fasclsts. This (s a fact which can

But even uafter such preparations you
found | necessary, or It was suggested
to vou, that you carefully mask your de-
éxtraordinary meAsure
aralnat me especially prepared by the
lateat antl“Trotskyist campalgn—I do

of the capitalist class to  all working
clags protest=—the frameup. The yer-
dict = g clasa verdict. The case 15 a
working <lass lssue,

To this class verdlet the working class
must reply by a united, fighting, mass
movement, The working class muost ¢loas
itz ranks. It must say to the capitalist
class that it will not permit nine of -ita
members to be  elecirocuted, Throuogh
this case the white and black masses
must hegin to achieve the unity Indis-
pensable for the ovérthrow of capital-
imm.

The closs verdict must be answered by
a class fight.

For this the I. L. Ih and €, I’ must
break through the shell of thelr isola-
tion They must go to the masses with
the proposal to unite on this one kssue.

The logic of the situation lends with
irreslatible force to the tactie of the
united fromt of workiog closs organiza-

BERLIN, March 1932

The parliamentary battle of March 13
ig over. The results are astonishing, The
election Agurea speak a cloar language.
18,000,000 votes for Hindenburg, 113335
0 for Hitler, 4,970,000 for Thaelmann
and 2,560,000 for Doesterberg. The Fleld
Marshall General almost atiained victory
on the shioulders of enormous sectlons of
the working clazs, The Bruening dicta-
torship waa able to secure a great vie-
tory. OGerman Fasclsm was able to near-
Iy double its number of votes agninst the
Relchstag electlons of 1830 (6370000,
although the predicted vietory of Hitler
has not been réalized. The number of
votes recelved by Hugenberg's candidate
—Dueaterberg—is also relarively high.
The Incresse in the vote for the Commun-
{st party is, on the other hand, astonlah-
ingly small, eapeclally when we take into

PR CEN'TS

—

Scottsboro Verdict Must Be Smashed

tlons, Who refuses to see this nnders
gtandz nothing. The 1. L. L) must ap-
peal to all working class organizations
regardiess of political tendency for a
united fromt om the one Issue of the fight
for the Scottsbore boys, Concretely, at
the present stage. This should take the
form of conferences, to wofk oul sys-
tematle plans collectively.

The conferences, to serve this a#im,
cannot be replicas of the “united front™
of the familiar Stallnist varlety. They
cannot be mechanically controlled. Pre-
gldiums and commitiees must be freely
clected. Freedom of diseussion and celt-
telsm muast e the rule, not the excep-
tion.

Neither the prisoners nor the Commuon
iziz, who alone ¢an lead thelr fight, have
anything to lose in such & onlted froot.
On the contrary, they have everything to
gain, The cause of the prisonera, and
with it the infloence of the Cominunizts,
will reach masses of workers now inge-
casslble. In the Aght the superlority of
the Communlst program will bhe demon-
strated. The workers will see thia for
themsalves; that Iz the only way they
can learn [t

On the other hand, should the soclal-
st and progressive leaders and  their
hrathen of mnll shades and hues refuose
to emter soch a united fromt, they will
atand exposed before thelr own rank
and Ale, for what they are. In this way
ithey ¢an be made toe reveal thelr true
nature gs misleaders who live on  the
divizion of the working class. In either
case the Communists have mnothlng to
lose, everything to galn,

Iinfortunately the Centrist apportuniats
who have the leadership of the I, L. I
aml the C. P. in their hands do not sea
thiz, do not understand anything. They
are still obstinately playing with united
fronts from “below'”, At the tlme of this
writing (Tuesday) they have not made
any move to bulld a anited working class
movement, They have lsmued no call for
conferences.

They have limited themselves to a call
for a demonstration on April Gih, By
itll means let us have the demonstration.
But alzo let ae begin to bulld the work-
ing class movement without delay.

The execution has been set for May
i3th. It may be postponed for a tlme
because of the legal appeals. But even
a0 there Iz not toeo much time. hMasg
preasur: must be browght to beir on the
Alabama Sopreme Coort, #nmd, falling

‘there, later on the T. 8 Supreme Court,

Masa pressure can glve a welght to the
legal appeal not contemplated by the
judicial fossils of the jurdical system.

Magrs pressure can prevent a  second
sancco-Yangaitl case, o second Mooney
case, It must be organlzed. To this end
we muat work, The Stallnist policy of
fulmination In the press, without a ser-
lous mobllization of the massesz, will not
avall. The comrades In the party should
add thelr volees to that of the Left Op-
poaition for the polley of o Aghting uni-

acconnt the fact that participation in
the elections was greater by 3,000,000
than in the Relchstag eloctions of 1530
| The results In some of the industrial
districts are especially alarming for the
proletariat. Thus, for instance, the
party could not retain the 739,000 voles
it received in Rerlin in 1830, but had to
contemd  fteelf with 685,000, ©On the
| other hand, the Agure for the Hinden
| burg-Front rose from 1,170,000 toe 1,307
000 and that of the Fasclats from S0646,000
to 665,000, In Berlin the party vote fell

| from 27,2 per cent to Z30 per cent and
| the Nazl vote rose from 14.G to 220 per
cont, of the totnl number of ballobs cast,
Industrial reglons lke Halle, Duessel
dorf, BEasen, Dreaden, Hamburg, HBoch-
um, broaght losses for the party and Im
most cases, galng for the Faseists, In
the workers' sectlon of Wedding, the C
P. G, dropped from $9,000 to 90,000, while
the Hindenburg-Front rose from 87,000
to 87,000 votes and the MNazls from 21,000
to 6,000, In the Lamdtag (provieeial
diet) elections of Neo-Btrelltz, the party
lost 4000 votes previouwsly 7,000, now
60007 and the 8, P, G. galoed 1,400 votes,

The conditions preceding the electlons
were full of promlas for an  absalite
growth of the Communlst movement. The
eoopomic erigls has resched an unprocéd-
entedly low level. It produces ls effects

ted front. —T. STAMM.

Germany after the Presidential Elections

in the tremendously large unemployment
figutes (6,0000,000) in the shutting down
of factories, mass dismissals, dank crash-
f8 and export decline, The ceonomis ¢x-
ploftation of the worklng class Increases
from day to day, wage culling goes on
unabated, TUnemployment relief has al-
most renched the podlnt of rotal suspen-
glon. Only & faw plthy erombs remain
of all the soclal leglslation. The poli-
tleal oppression of the working class
has Ita expression in the ruole of the
Bruening dictatorship. Emergency de-
creeg, one following on top of the other,
are directed exclosively agalnst the todl-
ing masses, The right of assembly, the
rlght to atrike have been suapended. War
iz looming up as a réality, The general
war danger 18 more immedlate than ewver
before. Askde from the eooomic col-
lapsg of the capitalist system, aside from
the etopomie and politleal  resctlon,
there s the 3. P G. joining the front
of the resctionaries, there s its support
in the election of Field Marshall Hind-
enburg, agalnst whom it fought In 1925
s the represontative of monarchism and
war. On the other hand there §a the
tremendous advantage for the Commun-
lsts In the succeases of soclallst construoce-
tton in the Sovlet Unlon and in the fact
that there I8 ooly one working class
candldate nominated for the elections—
Thaelmann., Deaplte these unbellevably
favorable eircomsatances, the C. P G
has mot been able to make any prograsa,

Why was it possible for the 5. P. G.
leaders to convinee overwhelming massps
of workera of the necessity of the pollcy
of the “lesser evil™f The 8. I G. lead-
era succeeded ln restricting the questlon
of the declalve struggle bhetween Fase-
Ism and proletarlat to the sphere of par-
ltamentaty conteat. They could swvotesd
in thiz only because the C. P. G. and
along with It, the proletariat, ls ineap-
able of conducting an extra-parliament-
ary struggle. For the workers organized
in the 5. P. . and the trade unlons, 1t
wias not a matter of a cholee In which
they are faced with the prospect of a
. P. . armed with a tremendous Influ-
ence, prepated for an extra-parliament-
ary #truggle, ready to defeat Fasclsm

(Continged oo pags 3)




