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Rakovsky on th‘e Five Year Plan

{Contined from last issae)

Just as quality of production sets a
lmit to the Increase in the intensity
of lakor so the lmit to incréased inten-
ity in the utilization of equipment i3
bound up with the problem of the work-
ing personnel. Great reserves can  be
made available for the further use of
the old baslc capital by making use of
more shifts—by transfer to the 24 hour
ghift. The clarification of the guestion
of the working personnel iz not  here
our problem, everyone Who follows this
guestion, eannot but know that this pro-
blem eanngt be solved In the near future
and that, therefore, the reserves avall-
able by the increase of shifts can be
utilized only to a very small degree. The
guestlon of the working personnel arlses
algo, of course in connectlon with new
enterprises but we will wot take up this
matter in this conncction, Here it i
important for us to show that the short-
age of working peraonnel bound up with
the Impaossibillty of a further “loading™
of the exisling personnel creates a bar-
rler for the further incresse in the quan-
titative indices by thls means.

The third factor lies bevond industry
ftzelf although It is closely bound up
with it. It I8 the shortage of agricul-
taural raw materials for lght industry.
Due to shortage of raw materials the
volume of prodoction in lght ludostry
fell in two months (May wnd June) by
nearly 309, During these tWo mouths
the plan was only slightly over 309% ful-
filled. The wolume of productlion in the
Fats Industry decreased in April’ by
15.5%, in May by 15.9%, In June by
3860% of the Agures for May, which
means that it practically nearly ceased
productlon. IProduction in ithe Food In-
dusiry decreased in April by 155%, in
May by 1209%, in.June by Z.7%. The
gituntion In the HBugor Indusiry, which
was practleally at o halt In June, is
absolutely catastrophle. For the last
vear only 42.8% of the produoction cap-
acity of the sugar industry was realized.
From these figures alone we see that we
deal not only gith individoal breaks in
certiin branches but with a8 sharp décline
of prdouction nearly in the whole light

The Raids on Nazis in Prussia

(Continned from page 1)
munlsts not only rom  defeating both
the soclal democrats ond the Fascists,
but even from preparing the defense of
thie working class from ruthless exter-
mination at the hands of Hitler's bamnds,
Therein 1les the pgreat danger Iin Ger-
many.

The only way the Fasclsts ¢an  be
defeated is by uniting the forces of the
proletariat for actlon. The only way the
socinl democratic influence can be wiped
out from the working class movement ia
by recognizing thelr actual role by fore-
ing thym into a uniied fromt on the
basls of a struggle agoinst Fasciam, by
ghowing to the workers in the course of
anited action that the Impotent and ser-
¥ila polickes of the social democracy can
only piave the way for Fascism,

The Severing incident iz &  striking
lesson in proof of this. Severing and
the social democrats say they want to
flght Fasciam. Here they had a8 chapee,
Did Severing, who had ground enough
from the material confiscated in  the
rafds, proceed to outlaw and disrupt the
Nazl organizations? He did nof, Her-
vilg orenture that he Iz, he feared to
come Inte conflict with the federal gov-
ernment, with the Hindenburg-Broening-
Groener regime, which iz conaclonsly ald-
ing the Fascists. In n united front
movement with the organlzations which
Bevering and his ik are leading, the
Commuunista could presa the soclal dom-
coratie traitors and ¢owards to  the
wall, They would be foreed to show
thelr coler. A HBevering could be forced
to break with the bourgeolsie -- Which
= unlllply—or be delven ont  of the
movement, in an instanece like the pre-
gent. In any case, the soclal democracy
wonld lese ite ldentity rapidly amd be
wipedd out.  The working cluss would be
golidifled and readicd for revolullonary
action.

The Fascists are concentrating all
thelr efforts on the situation in Prussia.
They are walting for the Landtag (Ddet)
elections next month befors they strike.
That is thelr =trategy. They mean to

start out with a selzure of power in this)

central German province first. It 18 in
Prussla that the social democtacy has
Ita stronghold. There is not much time
to lose, I1f the Fasclsts are to be e
paksed, If the working cluse s to avold
defeat, If the Communist movement s to
avold disaster. a complete reorientation
of the poliey of the German Communist
Party must take plaee, The eonfusion
aof “soclal Fasclsm®™ muost be elearcd up.
The Marxist appraisal of the situation
glven by oomrade Trotsky and the Left
Opposltion must be transfused inte the
fiesh and blood of the German Commun-
iate.

THE MILITANT
Poblished weekly by the Communist

League of America (Opposition)
at 84 East 10th St., N. Y.
EDITORIAL BOARD
Martin Abern James P. Cannon
Merx Shachtman Maunrice Spector
Arne Bwabeok

Entered as second class mall matier
Movember 28, 1028, at the Post Ofice &'
Mew York, M. Y. Under the act of
March 3, 1B7R,

BATURDAY, MARCH 26, 1931

Yol 5, No. 13 (Whale No. 103)
Bubseriptlon rate: 3200 per year; for-

elgn EZ.00. Five cents per copy.

Bundle rates, 3 cents par copr.

industry with a complete sospension fn
eertaln branches. Even If the Industry
itselt were in no degree at fault io this
matler, the fact of the matter wounld
remain and would have to e réckoned
with. In truth. industry iz not at fault
We gee here the effects which we have
warned against several times previously:
the delay in the development of Industry
becume the cause for the delay In  the
development of agricullure.

The above article rightly ascribes the
busie causes for the shortage in agricul-
taral raw materials to the following:
i1y incorrect price policy: (2)  ineor-
rect regnlating of the distribution of
manufactured goeds to producers of agri-
cultural raw materials; (3) the lagging
behingd of the fertilizer industries, Dur-
in the carrent year only 2059 of the de-
mand for fertillzors was satisfied. (4)
Acute shortage of machines for the eal-
tivatlon of technical caltorea and o near-
Iy eomplete absence of hacvesting mach-
fnes, due to which the sowing and first
plowing of the majority of technieal enl-
tures ig done by primitive hand method.

All these are direct results of the lag-
ging behind of industry.

The stwdy of the guestion of gquantitive
fndicez in conpection with the above
mentioned factors permita us to  make
the following fundaumantal conclusions
(1) the official fAgures of guantitative
growth represent just a statistles]! Aectlom
due to the ignorlng of the quality of pro-
duction. Only by taking quality into ac-
count can we obtain comparable quantity
indipes, (2) Im ao far as a quantitiative
growih actoally teok place It was based
to & declslve degree of the use of a greal-
er number of workers and on the in-
orense of the Intensity of labor. (2) In
uslng this method of inerease in quan-
tity which contalns in itself the condi-
tions leading to s fallure and does not
at all guarantee the forther growth of
quantity indices, thus we reach a limit
beyond which the further use of this
method can give only negative resulis
for the national aconomy. And this meth-
od has now besn used to the obtmost. [4)
The question of the further growkh of
quantity indices and even of malntainlog
the level already acquired is  directly
bound np with the problem of giving
imdusiry a new materlo-technical base,

This question is declded by the amount
of acemmulation and caplial bullding of
which we will treat further on?

—CHRIBETIAN G. RAKOVRKY,
Barnoul, July-Aogust 1930

*The above constitutes the last in-
stalment of one chapter of o larger wark
by comrade Ttakovsky., The conditlon of
cxile and ruthless physical persecution
Impersed upon our comrade by the Stalin
cligne make for the belated publication

of his work by the Left Opposition press.

At Ehe present tlme, the whereabouts of
comeade Rokovsky are nof even known.
The repression of the Stalinist against
this wallant revolutionary leader have
been particularly viclogs, The last that
has been heard of him iz that he was in
a frightful and alarming state of health
ard that no consideration was to be ex-
pected of the regime. No revolotionist
will forget this crime of Stallnirm —Ful.
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Hail the Red Army

(Continged from page 1)

The recruftment campalgn had very good
but inadequate results,. On  April 1,
Fetrograd offercd 25,000 volunteers, Mos-
cow—mora fhan 15084, 106,000 wvolon-

tears reported in six weeks,
—From "L’ An I de la Revolution
Rinsse™
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A DECREE OF THE COUNCIL OF
FEOFPLE'S COMMISSARS

Petrograd, January 15, 1918
The old army was a class instrumest
of the bourgeoisie for the oppremion of
the working clazs, The selzure of power
by the laboring class and the class of
those who possess nothing has made the
creation of a4 new army necesanry, This
new army will have the task of protec-
Hng the Boviet power nod of constituting
the base on which the regular army will
be iransformed into a power founded on
the arming of the whaole people: further-
more, the new army will serve to sop-
pert. the Soclalist revolution that s ap-
proaching in Earope.
L

In the execotion of the preceding, the
Conneil of People’s Commissars has de-
cided to organize the new army on the
following busls and utder the name “TRod
Workers” and Peasants' Army™,

1. The red workers' and peasants’
army is composed of the most consclous
and best organized elements of the work-
ing clogs,

2. Ewvery cliizen of the Husslan re
public aver 18 years of age can enter its
ranks. All those may enter the Red
Army, who are prepared to put their
forces and their Life at the gervice of

THE MILITAN

Rebel Miners in Actionl

(Continned from page 1)
golgpsness among the coal mindra bo
the treacherous role of these officials and
their growing readiness to combat them.
In other worda it offers the Iocreasing
opportunities for the Left wing to find
the common base for these movements
and through them to unite for the com-
mon immediate objectives.

0f such steps there Is no sign what-
ever. The official Compmunist Party
which Is the potential foree to give this
direetion iz, when congldering this as the
egnential task, failing just as miserably
ag the olher confosed and opportunist
groups. The National Miners Unfon,
which it leads, has not yet at aoy time
parsued a policy genuinely aiming at
upiting the rebellious movements. 1t has
therebry, in the same moanner as the other
groupings, been hemmed in within the
logalizing barrlers of each separate
struggle, conflning itself purely to the
spontanecyus movement of the workers
themselves, locking perspective, lailing
agtually to orgavles and loslng ground
g0 that It still commands only o few,
geattered, small and {ll-funetioning locals.
lnder such conditions the militwney it
displays, the working class and revolu-
tionary propaganda It spreads, becomes

entirely too ch negabed.
A NMath Perspective for &
United Front

While the serles of localized spontane-
oud miners striuggles from the past to
the present have certalnly sefved to ad-
vame the miners to higher levels of
ecxperience and consciousness they  have
moest often in thele dieect implication re-
sulted In defeats amd weakeniog of
thelr organlzation, ‘The John [. Lewls
administration pursued that methoed as a
detiberate policy to serve the operators.
But it should have taught ua all thai
when local strikes are so often defeated
the object must be the national exten-
glom, With the present trend of the
atrugele, directed, and of necesalty so,
ciually agnlnst the 1. M. W. officlal
treachery, the natlonal objective must,
of course, stand out 8o much more clear-
Ty. '

But this I8 only one side of the ques-
tiom, The other = the need of the actual
unification of the rebel movements. Here
lies the real task for the revolutlonary
forces, for the officlal Commuondst Prarty,.
To telk about establishing “independent
leadership” in these strugglea, as It does,
or to talk about furnlsBing a program
for them without taking  inte mecount
this burning question of the necessjty of
a speady united front of the rebel move-
ments becomes pure nonsense. ‘To pro-
coed to bulld commitiess of independent
leadership within them endeavoring to
slruggle independently and In opposition
to them is wrong. It s particolarly
erronesus o endeavor to boifld the Na-
tlonal Miners Union within these rebél
movements of the U, M. W, What s
nadded there i3 a left wing of these
movements, fArmly established, working
as part of, and with the movements, crit-
Icizing and fighting against opportunist
leaders. and working In the closest pos-
sible ¢eoperation with the Left wing
forees 1o the MNational Minera Tnion.
Procecding from such a basls it shouold
not become an all tos difienlt task to
bulld & united front in reality of these
varlons movements struggling in common
for the common imrnediate objectives:
to dislodepe the influence and control of
the Lewls machine and for better work-
ing conditions, In su a united fronot
mgvement the CommuoMlszts woold cer-
tainly play the main role of leadership
provided they pursue Communist policles
They could thus becoms a moch more
important factor in uniting the worklog
clazg pesinst the common enemy.

—A. 8.
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of the Soviet power and of soclalism.,
For entrance Inte the Hed Army, the
following recommendations are neces-
sary: thoss of the military committes or
thoae of the civil organizations who de-
pend upon the Soviet power, those of
the party or the trode uoofons—more
atrictly speaking, the recommendations
of two members of one of these organi-
zatlons. In case an entire divislon an-
ters the Ked Army, collective recommen-
datlons and n nomioal wvole ATe neces-
BHTY,
IL

1. The familles of members of the Red
workers' and peasants’ army are sup-
ported by the atate and recelve a month-
Iy subsldy of 50 rubles.
2, The Invalid members of the famil-
fes of soldiers., who have previously
been gupported by the soldiers, will con-
tinue to receive ald sccording to  the
local statutes and sccording to the re-
gulations of the local Soviet,

HI.
The Councll of People’s Commissars
is the supreme directiog organism of the
Red workers' and peasants’ army. The
immediate condoct of the army and its
adminisiration are concentrated inm  the
Military Commissariat and particularly

the defense of the comquests of October,
&
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FContinued from page 1}
signify only the resurrection of all the contradictions
on the very next successive stage, only in still more
accute and concentrated form.

In terms of world economy, Europe is on the down-
ward trend. Already the forchead of Europe is plas-
tered beyond removal with American labels: the Dawes
plan, the Young Plan, Hoover's moratorium. Europe
15 placed thoroughly on American rations..

The decay of capitalism results in social and cul-
tural decomposition. The road is barred for further
methodical differentiation within the nation, for the
further growth of the proletariat at the expense of
the diminution of intermediate classes. Further pro-
longation of the crisis can bring in its trail only the
pauperization of the petty bourgeoisic and the trans-
formation of ever increasing groups of workers into
the lumpenproletariat. In its most acute form, it is
this threat that grips advanced capitalist Germany by
the throat.

The rottenest portion of putrefying capitalist Eur-
ope is the soctal democratic burcuuerney. It entered
upon its historical journey under the banner of Marx
and Engels. For its goal it placed the overthrow of
the rule of the bourgeoisic. The powerful upsurge
of capitalism caught it up and dragged it in its wake.
In the name of reform, the social demoeracy betrayed
the revolution, at flrst by its actions and later by its
very words. Kautsky, forsooth, for a long time still
defended the phrascology of revolution, making it
gserve as A handmaiden to the requirements of reform-
1sm. Bernstein, on the contrary, demanded the re-
nunciation of revolution: for eapitalism was entering
the period of peaceful development without erises, and
without wars. A paragon of prophets! Apparently,
between Kautsky and Bernstein there was an irrecon-
cilinble divergence. Actually, however, they symmet-
rically complemented one another as the right and
left boots on the feet of reformism.

The war came. The social demoeracy  supported
the wur in the name of future prosperity. Instead
of prosperity decay set in. Then the problem resolved
itself nd longer in concluding from the inadequacy of
cap:ilaliam the inevitability of revolution: nor was it
one of reconciling the workers with capitalism by
means  of reforms.  The new policies of the social
democracy now consisted in making society safe for
the bourgeoisie at the cost of sacrificing reforms.

But even this was not the last stage of degeneracy.
The present crisis that is convulsing capitalism oblig-
ed the social democracy to saerifice the fruits achieved
after protracted economie and political struggles and
thus to seduce the German workers to the plane of
existence of their fathers, grandfathers and great-
grandfathers.. ‘There is no historieal spectacle more
tragic and at the same time more repulsive than the
fetid disintegration of reformism amid the wreck-
age of all its conquests and hopes. The theater 1s
rabid in its straining for modernism. Let it stage
more often Hauptmann’s “The Weavers™: this most
modern of modern dramas. But the director of the
theater must not forget to reserve the dress cirele for
the leaders of the social democracy.

Incidentally, however, these leaders are in no mood
for the theater: they have reached the utmost limits
of their adaptability. There is a level beneath which
the working class of Germany cannot drop willingly
or for any length of time. Moreover, the bourgcois
régime, fighting for its existence, 15 in no mood to
recogmize this level. The emergency decrees of Bruening
are only the beginning, only feclers to get the lay of
the land. Bruening’s régime rests upon the cowardly
and perfidious support of the social democratic bur-
caucracy which in its turn depends upon the sullen,
half-hearted support of a section of the proletariat.
The system based on bureaucratic decrees is unstable,
unreliable, temporary. Capitalism requires another,
more decisive policy. The support of the social dem-
ocracy with its one eye ever cocked on it own work-
ers, i5s not only insufficient for its purposes, but has
already become irksome. The period of half-way
measures has passed. In order to try to find a way
out, the bourgeoisie must absolutely rid itself of the
pressure exerted by the workers’ organizations, these
must mecds be eliminated, destroyed, utterly erushed.

At this junecture, the historie role of Fascism begins,
It sets on its feet those classes that are immediately
above the proletariat and who are ever in dread of
being forced down into its ranks; it orgamizes and
militarizes them at the expense of finance eapital, un-
der the cover of the official government, and it directs
them to the extirpation of proletarian organizations,
from the most revolutionary to the most conservative,

Fascism 15 not merely a system of reprisals, of
brutal force, and of police terror. Fascism is a parti-
cular governmental system based on the uprooting of
all elements of proletarian democracy within bourgeois
society. The task of Fascism lies not only in destroy-
ing the Communist advance guard but in holding the
entire elass in a state of forced disunity. To this end
the physical annihilation of the most revolutionary
section of the workers does not suffice. It is also nec-
essary to smash all independent and voluntary or-
ganizations, to demolish all the defensive bulwarks of
the proletariat, and to uproot whatever has been
achieved during three quarters of a century by the
social demoeracy and the trade unions. For, in the last
analysis, the Communist party also bases itself on
these achievements,

The social democracy has prepared all the condi-
tions necessary for the triumph of Fascism. But by
this faect it has also prepared the stage for its own
political liquidation. It is absolutely correct to place
on the social demoerats the responsibility for the emer-
gency legislation of Bruening as well as for the im-
pmding th.ng'er of Fasecist savagery., It s absolute
balderdash to identify social democracy with Fasc-
15,
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WHAT NEXT? -- by Leon Trotsky

By its policies during the revolution of 1848, the
libera] bourgeoisie prepared the stage for the triumph
of counter revolution, which in turn emasculated lib-
eralism. Marx and Engels lashed the German liberal
bourgeoisic no less sharply than Lasalle did, and
their criticism was more profound than his. But when
the Lassalleans dumped the feudal counter-revolution
together with the liberal bourgeocisic into “one reac-
tionary mass”, Marx and Engels were justly outraged
l‘i}’ this false ultra-radicalism. The erroncous posi-
tion of the Lasalleans turned them on several ocea-
sions into involuntary aids of the monarchy. despite
the general progressive nature of their work, which
was infinitely more important and consequential than
the achievements of liberalism.

The theory of “soeial Fascism™ reproduces the
basie error of the Lassalleans on a new historical back-
ground. After dumping MNational Socialists and soe-
inl demoerats into one Fascist pile, the Stalinist bur-
caucracy flies headlong into such activitics as backing
the Hitler referendum: which in its own fashion is

in no wise superior to Lassalle’s alliances with Bis-
marck.

In the present phase, German Communism in its
struggle against the social demoeracy must lean on
two inseparable facts: (a) the political responsibility
of the social democracy for the strength of Fascism;
{(b) absolute irrnul:unc:il"mbilit:l.r between Faseism and
those workers’ organizations on which the social dem-
ocracy itself depends,

The contradictions within German capitalism have
abt present reached such a state of tension that an
fﬂ:p!usinn is inevitable, The adaptability of the soe-
1l demoeracy has reached that Limit beyvond which
hics self-annibilation. The mistakes of the Stalinist
burcaueracy have reached that limit beyvond which lies
catastrophe. Such is the three-fold formuls that
Fimmch‘:rfzw- the situation in Germany, “verything
15 now poised on the razor edge of a knife, )

When of necessity one must follow conditions in
Germany through newspapers that arrive almost a
week late; when one must allow another week before
manuscripts may bridge the gap between Constanting-
ple and Berlin; afier which additional weeks must Pass
before the pamphlet reaches its public, involuntarily
the question arises, “Won't it be altogether too late?
ﬁmd‘ each time one answers oneself: No! 'The
armies that are drawn up for battle are too collossal
that onc need fear a simultaneous settlement of the
tssuc at the speed of greased lightning. The strength
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously
of the German proletariat has not been drained. Its
powers have not as yet been brought into play. The
logic of facts will make itself heard more impu_:riuuﬁly
with every passing day. And this justifies the auth-
or’s attempt to add what he has to say even if it is
delayed a few weeks, i. ¢., an entire historical period.

The Stalinist bureaucracy came to the conclusion
that it would be able to complete its labors more prace-
fully were the author of these pages confined in Prin-
kipo. It obtained from the government of Herman
Mueller, the social democrat, a refusal or a visa for

+ “a menshevik™: in this instance the united front
was established without any wavering or delay. To-
day, in official Soviet publications, the Stalimsts are
Prﬂﬂdcu&ting the news that I am “defending” Bruen-
ing’s government in accordance with an agreement
made with the social democracy, which in return is
pulling strings to allow me the right of entry into
Germany. Instead of becoming indignant over such
viciousness, I permit myself to laugh at ifs stupidity,
But T must cut short my langhter, for time is pressini;.

There cannot be the slightest doubt that the eourse
of events will dethonstrate the correctness of our posi-
tron.  But in what manner will history demonstrate
its proof: Through the eatastrophe of the Stalinist
faction, or through the victory of Marxist policies ?

_ Therein lies at present the erux of the entire ques-
Bion.  This question is the questign of the fate of

the Germagn nation, and not of its fate alone,
[

- L]

The problems that are analyzed in this pamphlet did
not originate yesterday. It is nine VEATS NOW since
the leadership of the Comintern has busied itself with
the revaluation of values and with disorganizing the
advance guard of the international proletariat by
means of tactical convulsions which in their totalit
fall under the label of “the gencral line”. The Rus-
sian Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists) was form-
ed not only because of Russian problems but alse be-
cause of international ones. Among these, the pro-
blems of the revolutionary development in Germany
occupied by no means the last place. Sharp diver-
genees on this subject date back from 1923, « During
the succeeding years the author of these pages spoke
more than once on these debatable questions. A con-
siderable pertion of my eritical works has been pub-
lished ip German. The present pamphlet is in its tarn
a contribution te the theoretical and political work
of the Left Opposition. Much that is mentioned
hereafter only in passing was in its time submitted to
detailed analysis. Therefore I must needs refer my
readers for particulars to my books, THE DRAFT PRO-
GEAM OF THE COMINTERN—A Criticism of Funda-
menfals, THE STRATEGY OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION,
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION, etc. Now, at the time
when these divergences appear before everybody in the
light of a greak historieal task, it 15 possible to estimate
their origins much better and more profoundly. For
the serious revolutionary, for the true Marxist such a
study is absolutely essential. Ecclectics live by means
of episodic thoughts and improvisations that originate
under the impaect of events. Marxist cadres capable
of leading the proletarian revolution are trained only
by the continual and successive working out of pro-
blems and disputes.

FRINKIPO, January 27, 1938 —L. TROTSKY.




