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THE THREAT OF ILLEGALITY

American capitalism 18 already glving
advance notlee of the bleoody answer §t
is preparing to the slaves whom it denles
& lving within thelr slavery., In the
roar of gunfire at Detrolt it sald to the
workers whom it has thrown onte the
sireets: “We cannot employ you and we
will not provide for you, apd If you
protesy we will shoot you" The mRss-
mere ot Detrolt was followed s few days
later by the murdercus attack on the
Chicago demonstration of the Commun-
Igts bafore the Japanese (Consulate.
Here, as in Detroit, the pollce were
clearly the aggressors, The demovstira-
tion was deslgned as a peaceful one, with
Communist direction it could not be
otherwise under the glven conditions, for
it s mo part of Communist policy to
substitute the futile violenee of an io-
dividual or of & small group for the
intervention of the masses who are not
yet active,

We do nob credit the story, by means
of which the police-murderers are atb-
tempting te cover themeselves, that the
firat shots were fired from the crowd,
and by & “Communlst agitator™ at that.
Suechy individgal reactlons to the reglme
of brutal repression are of course possi-
blé; one may say inevitable. Even if
that had been the case In Chlcago. the
poliee who foreibly deprived the mani-
festants of thelr rights would bear thie
whole responsibility. But their attempt
to pin the accusation on a “koewn" Com-
muniss discredits their story frem the
start. . It Is a transpareni subterfuge to
justify themselves and to frame-up the
party.

They ave preceeding in the same way
at Detrgit. The four victima of their
gunmegy had not been laid away beford
they began-a wild men-hunst for Com-
munist leaders and set the legal machin-
ery In motion to griod opt wholesale bn-
dietments, They are drawing the Doose
tighter around the workeea' wvangoard,
They are starting to isolate it from the
great mass of discontented workers and
to outlaw its activitles. The labor pas-
sivity that bes attended the Kentucky
progecutions and convictions only en-
courages a slmilar procedure after every
skirmish in other places, The roliog
capitalists and thelr Governmental hirve-
lings, shivering in fear at the coming
storm of lmbor rebellion, would like to
cut off and proseribe the copsclous and
artlculate secilon of the class and de-
prive the germinating mass movement of
legal spokesmen and organizers.

The menace of {llegality for the Com-
munist movement ls undoubtedly grow-
Ing, and it calls for the most serious
and all-slded coosideration, There ls no
prescription by the ald of which the
Party can be guaranteed o legal exist-
ance. With the present weakness and
isolatlon of the Party, with the nfen-
glficatlon of war danger Increasing, and
with a powerful ruling class panicstrick-
en gl the prospect of a workers' mass
movament ¢ come, but not yet matoced
and merged with the vanguard, the pey-
clutionary wing may be driven wnder-
ground In gpite of anything it can do

There s no prescription that  will
guarantee legality. But within certain
Hmits it can be safeguarded and strén-
gthened by a corréct poliey. The ex-
perlence of 191921 most be recalled and
its lessons assimilated by those militeants
who have been drawn into the move-
ment, ynder legal conditions, since that
time. ‘The first pf these lessons iz o
value legplity ; and, without surrender-
Ing & single polnt of revolutlonary doc-
trine or evading a single duty, w fght
for 1t to the end. A retrest inbo illegal-
ity under the present conditions, or even
under much more aggravated ones, would
signify a retreat from the coming class
battles,

THE SITUATION AND ITS TASK

One of the most important wroblema of
American Communist tactics ks to maln-
taln an open legal, or at least semis
legal, poaition wntll a significant work-
ere’ mass movement has caught up with
the conscious vanguard and joined with
it Inm a cmmon struggle on the concrgte
guestions of the day, Then the sup-
presslon of the Party will be a thousand
times more difficult. The poamerlcally
weak Party, isolated and fighting virtual-
ly alone, 1z only & threat. The Iarty
supported by a Workers' mass movement
is a power.

It we are golng to find our way in
the charged soclal atmosphere of these
dars, the fArat obligatlon lald wpon us
iz to see things as they are. History
asslgns an enormous role ito  the  con-
sclous revolationaries who foresees the
ling of march theoretleally, but It does
not allow usa to foree events by our own
wishes, Marxiam iz no doctrine of soe-
lal ‘miracles wrought by small minor.
ithes, It haz nothing ln common with
putschlsm. Ewven if one ls  convioesd—
as we are convinced-—that we are near
the threshold of great events and great
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changea In the 1ife of the Amerlean
working class, it ls not permizsible Lo
Lorget 1or n momeng that we alone will
not and canuot be the authors of these
changes and these events. ‘The fulure
of Amerfcan Communism is bright with
promise, but we will move toward that
greal Iulure ooly io go far as the work-
ing muasses move with us ot every step.

The material conditions are long ripe
for & tremendows upsurge of militaot la-
por. This we know und this iz the foun-
dation of eur perspectives. Hut  the
workers do pot react automatically o
the material pressure upon them, and
there is oo roe by which o foretell the
extent mng tempp of thelr movement in
advance, That must be judged and es-
Limated as It actually wunfelds or, at
least, as It is clearly Iotmaied, A
clear-alghted study of the mood aud tem-
per of the workers must precede and
regulute the daily tactls angd working
methods of (he revolotionary Party If
it really aims to aceslerate and info-
ence the collisions of class forces,

Unempioyment on the ope gide and
wage redoctions on the ather are welgh-
Ing down upon virtually the whole work-
ing eclass of Amerlca and ruthlessly
changing all the accustomed conditions
and standards of life. Bot in spiie of
thot—and this s the most siogular and
Inezcapable fact In  the sitoation—the
workers have not yet begun the Inevit-
able movement of revolt, Under press-
ure of conditlons that become more amd
more Intelerable the workers are under-
Eoing a profound mental change. But
the outward signs of this change are not
vai manifest to any appreclable extent,
It ia ke the slow acenmulation of steam
in a sealed boller that has not yet reach-
ed the explosive polnt, The explosion
will come, and it moy come unAnNDOBRe
ed; but it is not stonm, but ratber the
dead calm before storm, that character-
izes the present situation,

The sporadic movements which fare
ufp here and there are organlzed by
the small Communist vanguard and, for
the most part, earfled through by thoem
in almost every case. In these actlons
the Communist workers are distinguish-
ing themselvea by thelr courage and re-
sflution. Thereby they are storlng up
capital and prestige for the future. But
the masses are not moving with the
Comnitnists, In this disparity . there s
a great danger that the vanguard will
become exhausted and demorallzed and
unakle to handle the renl movement
when It brenks,

The Communist workers are not the
working closs. They are only ita con-
scious section, and at present in Amer- |
fen they are a small and nomerically
insignificant  s¢etfon. The Communiat
workers nlome cannot fight real elass
battles. Thelr function I8 to Aght with
the workers and in their front ranks.
The task of the Communists at the mo-
ment s to prepare the workers for the
coming strugeles. The center of this
task s the “patlent work of explana-
tlon™; of agitatlon and propaganda to
Wwin the workers over to a4 course of
struggle, There Is no  substitute for
this prosale task and there s no way to
leap over it. A renovation of the Party's
Lactics in thls sense 18 an absolute neo-
essary. Only in this way can it prepare
the coming workers' movement and en-
trench ltself within 0.

A FALSE SLOGAN

“he révolutlonary fighting epirit of the
Communist workers who demonstrated
hefore the Japanese copnsulates ngt Sat-
urday 1% not to be questionad. The firm
will to fight against the imperiallst war
mongeres wag thelr animating Impolse,
And that Iz all the greater reason for
protest against the manner In which the
energles of the militants are being mis-
directed by the false tactics of the Party
leaders. It i & croel frony that the
brave demonatration of the Chicogo rev-
lutientsts, Inspired by a hatred of “their
own" impérialista, could give the out-
ward appearanet of an  “antl-Japanese
demenstration”, and be so described by
the capitallst press, Boch a dircetion of
the atruggle does not In fhe lenst hampar
the war plans of Ameriean imperialism,
Un the eontrary it glves them unwitting
sUpporTt.

Of conrae we support the Chinese peo-
ple; we ought to expose and denounce
the Jopanecse milifarista In our general
edly wrong to concentrate the anti-war
campiign in Amerlen against the govern-
ngltation: but In our oplolon it la desd-
ment of Japan. And thia s precisely
the impression that, in the present sltua-
thom, the demonstrations before the Jap-
mnese consulates are hound to ereate fo
the minds of the masses. In actlons of
this kind only the sallent facts stand
ont. The subsldlary slogans, the other
{esmes which are “Jinked up” with the
main event, are lost in the shoffle, How
quickly wrongly formulated alogans ex-
acl their penalty! The popular impres-
sicn of the Baturday demonstrations as
an “antl-Japanese” affair &8 the price
already pald for the asinine slogan of
the Party leaderably: “Dirive the Japan-
R diplomata fram the eountry!”

In this slogan there I the basils for
a complete disorientation of the prole-
tarlan strfggle around the goestlon of
the coming war., If flis In  with the
peeudo--pacifiat policy of American im-
perlalism in the East and facllitates s
work of delusion at home. “The Japan-
eze are mad with militariam; they are
provoking a world war;: but our own
government striveas for peace, and If it
iz fAnally wfreed into war 18 will be the
fault of Japan“"—this is the Imperinlist
propaganda for the coming year which
is seeping into the minds of the Amer-
fran people day by day. Does the “Anti-
Japanesa® agltatlon of the Party coun-
teract this poisonous delusion or does
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It I8 the aim of the preseént lines bo
indicate—if only In its peneral outlines
—the composition of the political world
altuation today, as it hag resolted from
the fumdamental contradictions of decay
capitallsm, compilcated and sharpened
by the severe commercial, indostrial and
finaocial crisis. The followlng, hastily
sketched reflectlons, fgr from embracivg
all copntries apd all guestions, are to
be the subject of serious further, col-
lective tremtment

1. The Spanish Revelution has creat-
od the general political premises for the
immedinte struggle for power of the pro-
letariat. The syndicallst traditions of
the Bpanish proletarlat have at obee re-
vealed themselves as one of the most
important obstacles in the way of the
development of the revolutlon. — The
Comintern was caught unawares by the
events. The Communist party, totally
Impotent at the beglnning of the revolu-
tion, occopled a false position on all the
fundamental gquestions, The Spanish
experlences have shown—let it be re-
called onee more—what a frightful in-
strument of the disorganization of thel
revolutionary consclovsness of the ad-
vaneeqd workers, the preseni Comintern
leadership represents! The extraordin-
ary delay of the proletarlan vanguard
lagging behind the events, the politically
disperasd charncter of the herole strug-
gles of the Iaboring masses, the actual
assuranees of reclprocity between anar-
cho-syndicalism and soclal  demOCTRLC =
—these are the fundamental political
conditions that made It posslble for the
republican bourgeolsle, In league with
the social democracy, to establish an
appartaus of repression, and by dealing
the Insurgent masses blow for blow, to
concentrate a conslderable amouant of
political power In the hands of the
Eovoernment.

By thiz example, wa see that Fasclam
doea not at all represent the only means
of the bourgesisie in ita struggle against
the revolutionary masses. The regime
exlsting in Spain today corresponds boat
to the conception of the Kerensklad,
that Is, the last or “the one before the
Inst") “left” government, which  the
bourgeolsle can only sat up in its strog-
gle agalnst the revolution, But this
kind of government does not necessarily
aignify weakniss and prostratlon.  In
the absence of a strong revolutionary
party of thes proletariat, & combloation
of semi-reforms, left phrases and ges-
turca st more to the left, asd of pe-
prisals can prove to be of moch more
effective service to the bourgecisie than
Fascl=m.

Needlesa to say, the Spanish revolution
has not yet concluded. It has not solved
Itz most elementary tasks (the agrarlan,
the church and the natlonal quéstions)
and Is stlll far from having exhausted
the revolutlonary resources of the mass-
8. More than it has already given, the
bourgeols revolution will not be able
to glve. With regard to the proletarian
revolution, however, the present Intern-
al situation in Spain may be character-
ized as pre-revolutionary, but searcely
more than that. It I8 quite probahble
that the offensive development of the
Spanish revolotion will take on a more
or less protracted character. In  this
manner, the historical process opens up,
g It were, a new credit accomnt for
Spanish Cofdmuonism,

4 The sltdation In Engfand can
likewise be termed with a certaln de-
gree of justifficatlon, as pre-revolution-
ary, provided It iz strictly ngreed, that
a period coverlng severnl years of part-
fal ebbs and and tides can elapae be
tween the pre-revolutionary aod the im-
mediately revolutlonary  situation. The
economie gltuation In Eogland hab reach-
ed extreme acuteness. Still, the politie-
al super-structure of this arch-conserva-
tive country extraordinary lags behind
the changes In the economle basis. Be-
fore taking recourse to new political
forms and methods, all the clagses of
the English natlen are attempting thme
and again to ransack the old  store-
roams, {0 turn the old clothes of thelr
grandfathers and greatmothers inslde
out, The fact remains, that desplte
the dreadful natlonal decline there does
oot exist In Englond as vet, slther u
revolutlonary party of any slgnificance
or its  antipode—the Fascist party.
Thanks to these cireumstances, the bour-
geolsle hag had the opportunity of mob-
lizing the majority of the people under

the “natfonal” banner, that 18, under
the most hollow of all possible slogans.
S — —

It contribute to it? In the event of war
with Japan the Communists will Be dis-
armed® If the Amerfean imperialists can
iy : “You were more enger than we
wera; you demanded the expulsion of
the Japanese diplomats while we wers
still striving for peace”

“The enemy la In our own ocuntrg!®
—this is the revolutfonary slogan of
Liebknecht and Lenin, the guiding line
of the proletarian struggle against im-
perialist war, Those wha forget this
for one moment are already on the tob-
ofEAD to poclal patriotism. The prole-
tariat In every country has to wage fts
own specific fight against its own imper-
tnlists and work for thelr defeat. The
central task of the American Commun-
Ists In the guestion of war Ia the sys-
tematle sxposure of the policy of Amer-
ica which masks the most monstrons im-
perialist designs with the phrasea of
preifiam. Mhe fire of the Communists
dnust be concentrated mainly om  this
Hoover policy if it Is to serve the in-
terests of the proletaridt. The anti-TJap-
anese slogan contradicts this task, eon-
fuses and disorganlzes the strugele and
even contalns the germ of chauvinlst de-
viatlons. The slogan shouald be with-
drawn before it does forther harm.
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By LEON

In the pre-revolutlonary sitwation, the
most dull-witted of conservatisms had
acquired tremendous polltleal predom-
inance, It will in all probability take
micre than one month, perbaps more than
one year, for the political super-stroce
ture to become adapted to the real eco-
nomic and interoational situation of the
wountry.

Thera is no gronnd for assaming that
the collapse of the “natlonal®™ bloc—and
such a collapse s Inevitahle in the re-
latively near future—will lead divectly
ta the prolotarfaon revaolotion (it i3 &
matier of course, that there can he no
ather revolution in England) or to the
triovmph of “Fasciam™. On the contrary,
1t may be mzsmed with muach greater
probabifity that om ber path to the rev-
olutfonary solution, England will go
through a lengthy perlod of the radical
democratic and social-pacifist demngogy
of the Lloyd-Georglad and of Labourizm.
These can therefore be no  deubt  that
England's historical developmeny will
grani British Communism ample time to
trangform itself into the genulne jsrty
of the proletariat at (the moment it will
be confronted with the solution. From
thiz, however, it doers not At all follow
that we can afford fo  continoe  loslng
time with disastrour experiments and
Centrist sig-zags. In the present world
sltuation. time s the mosat preclouns of
raw materials,

3. Franee, which the sages of the
Comintern had placed a year and a half
or two years age In the foremost ranks
of the revolullonary “opsurge”, 13 In
actuality the most conservative country,
not only of Europe, but perhapa of the
entira world, The relative stabllity of
the capitalist reglme In France has its
roots, to 8 large extent, in its backward-
ness, ‘The crizls has less telling ofects
on it than on other countries. On the
financial field, Parls even attemps to
vie with New York., The present finan-
clal “proaperity” of the French bourges
oisie has its direet source In the robhery
of Versallles. But It Is precisely the
Verzailles peace iteelf that contalos the
chief threat to the entire regime of the
French rapiablic, Belween fhe slzs of
the popalation, the preductive forces and
the natlonal income of Franee on  the
one hand, and her present interoational
position on the other, there iz a crylng
copiradiction which must Inevitably lead
to an explogion. To maintain her short-
livid hegemony, “nationalizt” as well as
radical-acclalist France is forced to de-
pend upon the support In the entire
world, of the most reactionury forces, of
the most archale forma of exploltation,
of the abominable Rumanion elique, of
the decadent Pllsudakl reglme, of the
dictatorship of the Jugleslavian mill-
tary: to uphold the dismemberment of
the German natlon (Germany and Aus-
trin}, to defend the Polish corridor in
East Prugsia, to ald Japanese interven-
tion in Manchurla, to spur the Japaoese
military clige agalnst the U, 8 8 K.,
to come forward as the chief enemy of
the liberation movement of the colonial
peoplea, ete. The contradidetion  be-
tween France's secondary role in world
economy and her immense privileges and
presensions In world politics will become
more distinet every month, will heap
dangers upon dangers, upset hor Inter-
nal stability, promote restlessness and
discontent among the masses of the peo-
ple and c¢reate ever deoper political de-
rangements, Thege processes  will un-
doubtedly become manifest as early a8
the next parliamentary elections,

Un the other hand, bowever, all (o
dicatlons compel us to assume that, #f po
great evenls take place oniside of the
country (the victory of the revolution
In Germany or the reverse: the victory
of Fasclem), the development of the in-
ternal relationships In France itesll will,
in the next perlod, take a relatively “nor-
mal” course which will open up for Com-
munlém the opportunity of utilizing o
conslderable period of preparation in or-
der to consolidate ftself prior to the pd-
vent of the pre-revolutionary and revolu-
tlonary sltuntion,

4. In the United States, the most pow-
erful country of eapital, the preseoi
crisla has laid bare frightful soclal son-
tradictions with atriking forcefolness,
After an unprecedented perlod of pro-
eperity which amawzed the whole world
with 1ta fireworks of milllons and  bil
Hons, the United States st onge entor.
ed a period of wnemployment for mil-
llons of people, of the most appalling
physical destitution for the toilers. Such
a gigantle soclal convalslon cannot fail
to leave Hs traces on the political de-
velopment of the country., Today it s
still hard to ascerialn, at least from the
distance, any measure of important rad-
icallzation fin  the American working
magses. It may be assumed that the
masses themselves have been go startled
by the eastastrophic upheaval in the con-
Juncture, so stunnéd and crushed by un-
employment or by the fear of unemploy-
ment, that they have not as yet boen able
to draw even the most elementary polt-
tical econclusions from the calamity that
hag efallen them. This requires a cer-
tain amount of time. PBuat the conclo-
glong wlll ¢ drawn The tremendous
eponomis crlsla, which has takem on the
character of a social erlsls, will inevit-
ably be converted inte a erlsls of the
political “consclousneas of the American
working class. It is quite possible that
the revolotionary radicalization of the
brondest layers of workers will reveal
itaelf, not in the perlod of the greatest
decline in the conjuncture, but on the
contrary, during the turn toward revival
and upswing. In elther case, the present
erieiz wili open up a oew epoch In the
life of the American proletariat and of

the peaple as a whole. Herious regroup-
ments and clashes among the ruoling
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parties are to be expected, as well as
new attempls to create o third party, ste.
With the first signs of a rise In the con-
Juncture, the trade union movement will
ucutely sense the necossity of tearing
itzelf loose from the claws of the de-
spicable A, F. of L. bureaucracy. At
the same thme, unlimited posaibilities
will unfold themgelves for Communism,

In the Dast, Amerien has known more
than one stormy outburst of revolution-
ary or semb-revolulionary mess move
ments. Every time they died out quick-
I¥. because America at every time enter-
&l u pew phase of economic upswing
angd nlse becavse the movements them-
selves were characterized by crass am-
pirivism apd theoretionl helplossness,
These two conditions belong to the past.
A new gcomomlec upswing (aud one can-
wot conglder it excluded in  advance)
will have to be bosed, not on the internal
“equilibrium”, but on the present chaos
of world economy. American capitalism
will enter an ¢ppeh of monstrous ime
perlalism, of an uninterrupted growth of
armuments, of intervention In the aifairs
of the entire world, of military conflicts
and convilsions. On the other hand, in
the form of Communism the masses of
the American  prolelariat SR —T -
ther, could possess, provided with a cor-
rect policy—ng longer the old melange
of empiriclsm, mystlelam and fiiackery,
but a scientifically grounded, up-to-date
doctrine. These radical changes permit
ug to predice with certalnty  that  the
inevitable and relatively rapild, revolu-
tlonary transformation of the Amerbean
proletaript will no more to be the forme.
er, caslly extinguishable “bonfire”, but
the begiuning of a veritable revolution-
ary eotnflngration. In Amerien, Commun-
ism ean face its grent foture with con-
fdengce,

5. The Cmarist adventure In  Manech-
urfa led to the Russo-Japanese war: the
war—io the M5 revolution. The pre-
sent Japanese adventure in Manehurin
can lead to revolution in Japan.

At the beginning of the century, the
fendal-military regime of that countey
could still suecesafully serve the Intor-
eats of the young Japanese eapltalism,
Rut in the course of the last quarter of
a centnry, capitalist development hag
brought extraordinary decomposition in-
to the old =ocial and political forma.
Since that time, Japan has more than
ance been on the brink of revolution
But the Iatter lacked a strong revolu-
tionary class to fulAll the tasks Tm persnd
on it by the - develapments, The Man-
churinn adventure may accelerate the
revolutionary catastrophe of the Japan-
8 regime. '

Present day China, no matter how
enfeebled it may be by the dictatorship
of the Kuo Min Tang cliques, greatly
differs from the China which Japan, fol-
lowing the European powers, despolled
in the past. China has not the strength
to drive out the Japanese egpeditionary
forces immedintely, but the national eon-
sclousness and activity of the Chinese
people have grown  enormously. Hun
dreds of thousands, millions of Chinese
have gone through military training
The Chinese will always improvise pew
armies, The Japanese will feel them-
solves besleged. The raflroads will  be
of far greater sorvice for war than for
econoie purposes., More and more new
troops will bave to be sent  oul, The
Manchurlan expedition spreading out will
begin to cxhawst Japan's economic or-
#uni=m, jucrease the discontept inside
the' country, sharpen the contradictions
and thereby, accalerate tha revialulionary
erials,

. In China, the necessity of a deter-
mined defense against the Imperlallst
Invasion will alse bring with it serious
internal, politleal conseqoences. The
Kuo Min Tang regime nrose out of the
national revolutionary mass movement,
which was oxploited and atranglod by
the hourgeols milltarists (with the aid
of the Stlinist bureavcracy). Procise.
Iy Tor this reason, the present regime,
shaky and full of contradictions, ig in-
capable of initiating a revolutlonary wor,
The necesslty of a defenae against the
Japanese Invaders will turn more  and
more against the Kuoe Min Tang regime
and mourish the revolutionary  semntl-
ments of the masses, With 8  correet
policy, the proletarian vanguard can, un-
der these condilons, make up for all
that was so tragically lost in the coorse
of the yvears 1924-1927.

7. The present cvents in Manchuria
prove particularly how naive those gen.
tlemen were, who demanded of the Sov.
et Union the simple retorn of the Chi-
neze Eastern Rallroad to Chinn. ‘That
would have meant surrendering [t volun-
tarily to Japam, in whose hands  the
rallroad would have become a WL 0T
agninst China as well as againat the U,
8. B R If anything at all had hitherto
prevented the Japanese military cllgues
from Intervention in Manchurls and If
nnything may atill hold them within the
boundaries of eaution today, it Iz the
fact that the Chinese Eastern Railroad
is the property of the Soviets,

8. Cannot the Manchurlan adventura
of the Japanese, nevertheless, lead  to
war with the 17, 8 8. B.? It is ander-
stood, this Is not excluded even with
the wisest and most cautious policy on
the part of the Hoviet government. The
Internal contradictions of feudal-capital-
lstle Japan have obviously unbalanced
her government. There f8 no lack of
Inatigators (Franee). And from the
historlcal experiences of Czarism in the
Far East, we k0w what an unbalanoesd
military-buresucratlc monarchy is cap
able of.

The struggle unfolding in the Far
East fa. it iz understood, carrled on nst

for the sake of the rallroads, bot over

ts Revolutionary Implications

the fate of ail of China. In this gig-
autle historical struggle, the Soviet gov-
ernment cannot be  opeatral, take the
same position with regard to China as
to Japan. It is duty-bound 1o stand com-
pletely and fully on the side of the
Chinese people. Only the unflinching
loyalty of the Boviet government to the
struggle for the liberation of the op-
Pressed peoples can really  protect the
Soviet Union on the Fastern frontler
against Japan, England, France, the
United Siates,

Under what forms the Soviet govern-
meut will support the struggle of the
Chinese people in the coming period, de-
pends upon the concrete historieal cip-
cumstances, If it had been  insaoe  to
surrender the Chinese Easterp Hatleomd
voluntarily to Japan before, then it would
be just as insane to subordinate the en-
tire policy in the War East to the pro-
blem of the Chinese Enstern Rallrond.
There are many indicatlons that the be-
havier of the Japanese military clique in
this gquestion benrs o congcionsly provo-
catory character. Directly behind  this
provoentlon, standsz ruling Franee, The
nim of the provocation fs to te the hands
of the Roviel 'nion in the East. All
the more firmness ond far-sightedness
is required on the part of the Soviet Eov-
ernment.

The fondamental conditions of the
East: its lmmense expanse, itz countless
human masses, Its economic backward-
nesf—glve thest processes  thelr  slow,
their drawn out and crawling character,
In any caze, there Iz no threat of an
Immediate and neute danger to the ex-
Istenee of the SBoviet Union from the
Far East. During the coming period,
the main events will develop in Euarops,
Here, great opportunities may arise,
but from the snme soures alzo, great
dangers threaten. For the present, only
Japan has tled its hands In  the Far

East. The Boviet Union must, for {he
presant, keepa ita hands Tree,
==L TROTSEKY,

From (“Germany—the Key to the
Indernational Sitgation.”)

GermanOpposition at Work

iContinued from page 3)

lssued now for materinl rensons).  The
pamphlete “Against MNational Commun-
lem”, “Shall Fasclsm Really Be Vietor-
lous¥" nnd “How Cap Natlonal Soclalizm
Be Defeated?" have all appeared in  a
socomd edition. The latest pamphlets
have all appeared editions of 15,000 and
have been completely s=old ont, The
present sphege of influence of the efe
Upposition will allow us to advance to
editions of 26,000, This is a significant -
step forward,

Due to the reasons mentioned abovi,
the Permanente Revalultion could not, at
firal, appear more than once g month,
We had 1o overcome certain pesslmistic
sentiments against a more regular ap-
pearance. Nevertheless, we have suc-
ceeded in issulng the paper as o seml-
monthly ever since January 1. That is
on unquestionable success for the or-
ganization, although this result i by no
means up to the mark of politiend neces-
gity, We are campaimning for a wipkly
at preaent.

The successes achieved are the frults
of a syetematic work of preparation,
which brought about the most effective
ntilization and application of the forees
of which we disposed We muost  em-
rhaslze that all our work was carpled
on without any materla] asslstanee from
the ontside, Tn view of the fact that
there are more than &.000,000 nnemploy-
e in Germany today, these materinl ef-
forts are even worthy of a mnch higher
evaluation. Without overlooking any of
the shortcomings that still persist, it is,
nevertheless, undenfable, that the Ger-
man Opposition has overcome the stage
of weoctarlanizm and that it §s on the
road to becoming one of the most active
sectlons in the Internntional Left Op-
poaition. —Iit. WELT.

P. 8 In further,articles, there will
be o more detalled report of the newly
organized groups and connections,

CLASSE IN MARXISM

It 08 not yet too late to joln the class
in Marxism taught by comrade Swabeok
every Thursday evening at  elght o
clock, at our headquarters, 84 E. 10th
Bt. Comrades and svmpathizers are ln-
vitedd to attend. The subject matter
ulready covered Included dizcussion of
Class Struggles in France, the 18th
Brumaire,"the Communist Manifesto, the
Grotha Program.

Bome of the remaining sesslons, and
they are more than half, will be de-
voted to analysis and discussion of the
dispute with the anarchists, the dispute
with the Utopians, historieal material-
fam, and diatectles. We repent: it Iz not
Fet too lnte to join this ¢lass, The fee ls
small. The next session is  Thuraday,
March Z4th,

e e e e

BACK NUMEERS OF
“MILITANT" WANTED
We are preparing files of the
Militant for Moding,. We plan to
blod in ope volume all the lssues
i from Vol. 1, No. 1 to Volaume IV
Mo, 12, the last issue of the seml-
monthly Militant. We are misaing
the follolng numbers: Vel I, No.

1, November 15, 1028, Vol 2, Ko
4, Fab. 18th 1928; Vol. 8, No. 31:
Oet. 1, 1830; Vol. 4, No. 2, Jamu-
ary 15th, 1831, Vol. 4, No, 4, Feb-
ruray 10th 1631, Vol. 4, No. 10,

May 106th, 1921, Just as moon ae
wa récelve these numbers we will
b& able to procesd Iwth our bind-
ing plans and offer the bound vol-
umés for gale
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