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A Shanghai View on Chinese Events

SHANGHAI, CHINA
February 16, 1932

While the principal scene of Japanese
military activities in China has shifted,
ar least temporarly, from Manchuria to
ghanghal, Manchuria remaing the focus-
ing point of Jupan's colonial probitions
on the Asiatie mainlond,

The current happenings in  Shanghal,
where major Japanese naval aund  mili-
fary forces are endeavoring (o defent
the Chinese 19th ltouwle Army aod oust
it from Chapei, con be umlerstood only
{in relation to the hnmedinie pre-gminent
political alm of  Jopamess imperalsm,
wheh i to expand its  colonial  posseas-
icng by the annexation of Muanchuria and
meanwhile, as o firsg step, to Becurd
treaty recoguition of the position it has
taken there, Japancse imperlalism hopes,
by n display of it naval and militnry
might, and by wrenking havoe and -
struction to terrorlze the yellow politie
jans and militarists of Nanking (noWw
Loyang) into signing such o treaty.

The political and milltary spokesmen
of imperial Nippon have declared '“'|
nauseam, their  Intention te  respect
Ching’s territorial  and  administrative
integrity, guarantesd by the Nine-Power
Treaty, amld to maintain the poliey of
the “open door” in Manchurin, A month
of journeying through the three Hostern
provinces has satisfied the writer—as it
would all others with soand eyes and
eqara—that Manchurla has virtually ceased
to bie n part of China, and that the pol-
iey of the “open door” senpeely @00
timues to exist except in the utterances
of Japanese diplomats at Geneva, Wash-
ington and elsewhere.

Ouite aside from the actual evidence,
however, only a dullard could ever have
jmagined that the military campalgos of
the Jopanese in Manchurip webe wiiler-
taken in any other interesis than those
of Japanese jmperialism.  Has Rritish
imperialiam ever shared the spolls of its
golonlal wars with its trade rlvals?
Have the imperiallsts of France, of the
United States, of Ltaly, of Spain ever
done so? Has Japan done i€ in the cage
of Koren? What basis exists, then, for
supposing that Manchuria wlil prove an
exception to the general rule? Mone
whatever.

dinee September 18, when the  troops
of the Japanese garrigon ai Kwaptung
murched out of the Houth Manchuria
Rallway zone and occupied Mukden and
other strotogie polots, the war of con-
quest, practically unresisted, has pro-
coeded steadily. Fresh troops nmd muni-
tlons have poured Into Manchuria as re-
quired. With the taking of Harbin, Jap=
anese control of Manchurla is practically
complete, for the retaking of atrategic
polats in Hellungkinng provinee can he
pecomplished at any time, General Ma
Chan-ghan, erstwhile Chioese national
hers, hus been bargaining with the Jop-
anese militury at his headquarters in

Huilun for some twoe months O more,
and ls now reported to have apologized
to his former opponents for obstructing
them at the Mouni Hiver, He is clearly
ready to strike o bargain on what he
may ¢onslder favorable terms.

WWhen I arrived at Shankeikuon, the
evacaation of Chang [sueh-linng’s arm-
jes from Manchuria had been completed,
Forty-Ave trainloads of his troops had
pagsed within the Great Wall during the
preceding three or four days, without
firing a s=ingle shot at the Japanese in
vaders. Thus was completed another
chapter in the record of shamefol capi-
tulation of the Nanking governmuent and,
jtz miserable Manchurian ally. The Jap-;
anese forces, having taken Chinchow,)
woere advancing rapldly westward. It
remainel for them to ride trivmphantly
jntg Shankaikuan on the iron road of
the Peiplng-Mukden Hallway to round
out what has proved to be, initlally, the

easiest folonial congquest on record.

Ag an example of the cowardly refusal
of those In power to even attempt to)
defend Chinn's soll, of their abject sur-|
render to’ Japanese aggressiom, I might
record thot on the day prior to the ar-
rival of the Japanese forces at Shankal-
kuan, a stall officer attached to the Chi-
noese Garrizon ITeadqguarters rode out o
meet the invaders, to Inform them that
hey would meet with no. reslstance in
the event that they desived to ocenpy
the town. And Shalkankuan, Iying im-
medintely zouth of the Great Wall s
outslde Monchurin, One canoof  doubt
that they will prove equally obligihg and
accomodating should the hungry maw
of Japanese imperinlism demand the rest
of Ching too, The freshest exmnple is
Shanghal (Chapel) where the 10ih Houte
Army ls stubbornly resisting the Japan-
pge forces desplte the pecelpt of orders
from Manking to withdrow and surrend-
er the ground without fighting.

Shanksikuan apparently forms no part
of the lmmediate objectives of the Jap-
anese Army, belonging geographically
to the Tientsin.Peiping arcea. Thus af-
ter a perfunctory inspection of the radl-
way station and environs, the Japanese
goldlery withdrew. From that station to
Mukden, the whole rallway line was in
thelp hands, Before the advance west-
ward, the staffs of nll stations had fed

and had been replaced by the officiala
and workers drawn from the South Man-
churla Railway, Japanese-owned. All
normal trafic on the section was ob-

structed and stopped and the line en-

¥

tirely glven over to the transportatlon ghree of the prinelpal ports throngh which

of Jupanese troops and military  sup-
plica. Within a fortnlght, the Japanese
boeadguarters at Mukden annoooesd the
“independence” of the sectlon and e
pamed it the Sheoyang-Shankalkwan
Railway, ot the same time guarantesing
the interest due Britlsh bondholders.

With this important rallway line under
their control, together with all branch
amd feeder lines, and now, lately, Che
partial seizure of the Chinese Eastern

Hallway, jointly owned and operated by
Ching and Soviet China with the dis-
honding of all Chinese administrative
organs which made the slightest show
of opposition und thelr replacement by
puppet governmenta; with all activities,
povernmental and economie, supervised
ail contrslled by the paild servants of
Japanese imperlalism: with all  opposl-
tion stifled by military terror, what more
ig reguired to complete the pletore of
aManchurla as Japan's newest eolonial
posscssion? It is needless to add that
the Japanese drive agalnst Chinchow
and poiots further west was pecompanied
by those acts of wanton destruetion and
brutality that are customarily sssociated
whih wars of colonfal subjugation. Teil-
wiy stations at places where positively
no resistance was enconntered by  the
Jupnnese troops were wantonly wrecked,
angd such members of the statlon staff
pg remplped at thelr posts were brutal-
Iy beaten up, in some instances serlously
matimed and even killed.

In their trlumphant invaslon of Man-
churla, the Jupanese Imperialists have
oot bad things entirely thelr own  way.
First, theéy have bean  obliged to lake
gome ateps to allay the “misgivings” of
their imperialist rivals, notably the Uni-
ted Stabes. a task which, in the nature
of the case, called for mot a lttle io-
genuaity, In this feld, since boe  other
course wag apparently open, they have
conflined  ihemselveas to hypocrltleal den-
fals of any istenion to annex Manchuria
amd to renewed pledges to malntain
there, the “open door”. The factual aos-
woer to the first hos already been glven
above, Manchuria has been annexed
de fucto ir not de jure.

Az to the maintenance of the “open
oo™ it I commonly knowsn [hat at

Manchurla's import trade Hows, vin: Dai-
ren, Antung and Yinkow, gosls of Jap-
anese origin are permitted to enter at
reduced tarill rates, in some cazes Juty
free, while other foreizn goods pay the
officially levied duties. With  the  ex-
tepalon of Joapanese coutrol (hroanghout
Manchurla 1t can be expecied that this
system of prefercnce, which is  carrled
gut sab rosa,. will likewise be extonded
te mlt Maschurian ports of entry, to the
ultimate severe handicapplng of trade of
Japan's commeorcial rival:, This ls but
one exomple of Manchurin’s grodualily
closing door, The preference enjoyed by
Japanese producta is ot present spreepi-
ous, bat the exigencles of the economic
crisis, which demands ever new trade
outlets, will eompel, ultimately, the offi-
clal and formal sealing of a doov which
todny stands only slightly ajuar,

The second dificulty encountered one
which grows constantly, i the opposi-
tion of the people over whom L seeks
to become  the owverlord, Betrayed and
deserted by the armies paid (ostensibly
at any rate) to defend them, the peoples
of Moanchurin have been scemingly slow
tn developing opposition to the foreign
fniperialist jovaders. In early Janooary,
however, the first snbaiantial  signe  of
an emerelic partisan movement  showed
themsalves. The remunoants of the dis-
banded Chinese soldiery. mostly of pea-
sant origin, discarded thelr uniforms and
mirged themselves with thelr compatr-
fots in the villages to escape detectlon
by Japanese troops Iotent on thedr ex-
terminntion as “bhunghudze” {(bandita).

Forming themselves inte small, mobile
bands, reinforced by members of  the
village poor, they swooped down on Jap-
aneses outposts under cover of darkuness,
engaged the defenders in sharp battle,
aoften annihilating them compledely, and
then retreated into the night richer In
armsa andd ammunition. In this way tre-
mendons losses were sustalned by the
Japianese forces, ecspecially those guand-
ing amall staftions on the rallway line
between Mukden and Chinehow, Japan-
eze relnforcements wonld cndeavor fo
locate and round up the raiders as soon
a3 1t mot llght., boe by then they had
melted away into the neighboring vil-

lages from which they came, arms oon-)
coaled, wunldentifiable, awaiting thelr

next opportunity.

Healizing the impossibility of traciog
these annoying challengers of their
might, and serivusly perturbed by the
losses In men anid gunz, the Japanese
milltary commaml in Mukden have been
gonstdering punitive expeditions  into
the villages that flank the rallway. It
was proposed that in the village closest
te the scene of the rald by a partizan
band ope aduli male cut of avery Len

should be faken opt and shol as an ex

The German Opposition
at WorE

Thiz iy the first of a serles of arti-

c¢les on the ourrent activeiies of the
German Left Opposition.—Fd,

ample of others, and that this measure BERLIN.—

shoubl b repeated after ech rid. 30

The tremendous sharpening of closs

far there have been no reporis that such counflivis in Germany, the dictatorship
action has been institnted, although par-f policy of the Bruentng government, the
tisan aclivities increasingly horrass the Fazclst danger on the one hand, the
Japanese forces widl hinder the cungull-| tréescherous polley  of the =ocial dem-
dation of théie  Initlal  congquest,  Woere | ooracy on the other, amil Anally, the falsa
such netion taken it would culy have the| policy and helplessness of the . I (G
elfect of strengthening and loteusifying| bave produced a powerful process of fer-
the spontanecus opposition it wonld aim mentation within the best sections of

te crush,
Mhe growth of the partisan movemen

i Manchurin has hod repescussiess o

Koren, where the movenent fur fndejzn

dence has been visibly stimulated,  The

Korean people have never been persuad

ed of the benvolenee of Japanese bmpor-
fnligm, less so today thon ever with the

the . P G. and In the ranks of the
¢| proletariat as a whole, Thiz process
finds its portial expression in & search
for a correct Hne of struggle. The call
for a united front of the entire prole-
turian class in o defense agninst Fasc-
{smm §g the stronpest factor in the Ger-
mian labor movement today,

fresh cxample of Muanchurin before| The Communist party remains lmpet-
ther. At the same time the Jnpanese|®nt in this situation. ‘Che present leud-
workers nt home are voicing strong op-| ©Tehip of the party actually declines, by
position to their masters' dolngs in Man- {ts false policy, to take into account the
churin, and numerous huge protest de-|most important factor, the cesl'e of the

clties.
All these movements bid fair to hind

to subdoe heem.

rival.

the revolutionary masses of the Far East

in olliance with the workers of the Soy
fet Union and of the whole world.

— FRANK GLASS,

er, possibly defeat, the realization of
Japun's coloninl ambitions, and all the
seorplona of repression will be released

The final word. however, will rest with

monstrations have been held in leading proletarian class for 4 united front. The

0, 1, G, has succesded, to be sure, in ral-
Ixing lorge masses about 1L, but it has
mot suecesded In brénking down the de-
clsive influence of the 3. P. G. in the
factorles, In the teade pnlons and in the
proletarian mags organizations. Thoanks
to the false poliey of the parety leader-

To counteract the growing opposition | ship a centrist partly, the Socialist La-
of the United Staes, Japan will seek to| bor IParty, has beem able to  raise s
ambroil the Boviet Unlon in war, assured | head. For the moment, the prospect of
thut this will draw to her side all the| a change In the line of the party ls ra-
imperinlist powers, including the United | ther slim (“Social Fascism muost frst be
States. It is plain that the continued| defeated if Fasclsm is to be vanguish-
“misgivings” of the State Department| ad”.)
will shortly fld expression in more con-
crete form than diplomatic  notes  of | ypin wienntiont Do the
protest. Not for much longer will Jap-
an's hollow declarntions eoncerning her
alms in Manchuria satisfy her powerful

What did the Lot Opposition do in
German  ¢onm-
rades know how bo intervens In the ¢y-
ents, despite their dumerical weakness?
In order o evaluate the work of the

.| Dunne has his competibors, nots very
.| menacing onee, but at least just as an-
xiows and willing., In the new-born (or
still-born?) Workers Age of March 5,

1982  another Trotasky-killlng knight

- o

«Stalin and His Creatures» =

The Dally Worker of March 1 presents
us with o new candldate for the probt-
able honor of linging mod at Trotsky.
Thiz time it iz “Bill" Dunne who secks
to ¢limb out of a recent obscurity on
i mudplle of his own heaplog. What-
cver ope may think of the sultability
of the candidate, one cannot deny him a
vertain copernéss to earn his spurs oo
matier ow deeply he must sink to find
e IER,

"hls §s pot the Hrst Ume Dunne bhas
joined fu the “Hoal" burial of “Trotaky-
=™, When we were Orst expelled from
the American party, Duune bhasteoed to
pulle [ro  AMoscow @ stapeman-like
protest against our alleged “use of his
pane”, apparently uoder the Hattering
illuston that the “use" of his neme would
be protituble to anyboedy. Now, laboring

under the sawe llusion, Lunng appears
to bielieve that if he adds his little share
of abose and calumny to the mountains
of lilth reared by his equally willing col-
leagues, Trolsky and the whols Opposi-
fion will collapse ander the straln, to
be “deserted by the honest workers gtlll
among its crew”, those honest, but ap-
parently stupid and “misled” workers for
whom every Stalinist functlonary sheds
tears of commiseration.

What is the gceasion for thls new out-
hurst which “proves” that Trotsky “has
finally joined” the ecounter-revolution?
The interview granted by comrade Trot-
sky to the bourgeoiz press in which the
views of the Oppositlon on the shakl-
ness of the Stalin regime are briefly out-
lined, and the newspaper rumor that
Trotsky i= to be allowed into Czecho-
Slovakia for three months, At least this
= the formal occaston. In reality, the
Staliniste are deeply tronbled and dis-
mayed. After years of the most venom-
ous persecution, with all the resources
of the Sovlet power and the Comintern
at thelr disposal, after perlodical fun-
erals for the Oppositlon, the corpse
turns out to be more robust and vigor-
ous than ever, whila the ground trembles
under the feet of the grave-diggers
Nothing clse can explaln the hysterical
and brotal letter of Stalin against Slut-
zky and the other “Trotskylst smuggl-
erg”, a letter which breaks a allenoe
an the part of "the greatest disciple of
Lenin® which the revolutionary events
in @pain, the turbulent situatlon in Ger-
many, and the world crisis In general
have up to now sought In vain to plerce,
And like the eandle which spluttera vio-
lently before. dying ont, the Stallnists
have now lannched a more than usually
poisonous campalgn againat our great
comrade. But ke the dying candle, the
odor of this campaign can  olready Dbe
smelled and properly classified. Dunne's
gplutterings are part of this campaign,
He fits with admirable accuracy into the
eategory to which comrade Trotsky re-
ferced in his interview and which makes
Dunne blue in the face: “Stalin and his

groaturas”,

What i the conient {lll;r your leave)
of Dunne's abuse? Trotsky s eedaoler-
revalutien's ontpost in Prinkipoe”, The
“preclse moment when the Boviet Unlon
iz fuced with the sharpest offensive in
the preaent drive of world impecialism™,
iz chosen by Trotsky “to place hilmself
with added wvenom in the imparialist
camp”. And, adds Dunoe, for  whom
ne secret iz inviolate and nothing s
obacore, “lt 1l no  mere  colnchlence’™
that France's puppet  government of
Crecho-Blovakia “grants Trotsky permis-
gion for a threemonths' atay at the vory
moment he Is preparing his counter-roy-
olntionnry statement”,  But here, we re-
gret to report, Dunne's  courage Talls
hime., If not his courage, then his inven-
tive Imaginotion. Why does he not con-
clinle boldly that Troisky is8  preparing
to lead apainst the Hoviet Uplon  the
same Empeciglist troope of Ceecho-Blova-
kla whom he was deiving ont of Dtussia
at the head of the Red Army at about
the same time that Dunnpe was publi=h-
ing Robert Minors counter-revolutionary
anarchist delvel abogt how Lenin  and
Troteky were croelly and despoticnlly
strangling the “genuine Russlan revelu-
tion” of Minor's petty bourgeois friends
in Moscow? ©Only in this manner, Wwe
submit, would the article be properly
rounded off.

We hoave another mild eriticism o
make of Donoe’s articie, He grows In-
dignant over the fact that Trotsky gove
his Interview to the Assoclated DPress,
sgne of the most nsefol agencles of Am-
erfcan  imperiallsm'. Dunpe i3 right,
only he dees not go far enough. He
ghownld point out that Trotsky Iz wrong
in trying to break inle a monopoly con-
tractually owned by Staline We refer Lo
the fact that TASE, the official Soviel
telegraphie press agencey, has an exclys-
ive peciprocity contract with the Asso-
clated Press In this country, so that the
correspondents of the former can osu-
ally be found in the offices of the lat-
ter, and the fulsehoods manufactared
apainst Trotaky, in the Stalinist forgery
factory ot Bloseow are promptly (rans-
mitted 1o the American reading public
by “one of the most useful agencies of
Amerlcan imperialism”. The broadeast-
ing of Trotsky's interview by the A. I
iz really & breach of contract with
Stalln, and we know of no worlhier ¢aause
for which Dunne should take up his hol-
low eudgels.

Still another suggestion: Why should
Dunne get so frightencd at the prospect
of Trotsky coming to Ceecho-Slovakia?
Where 18 Smeral? Is he doing nothing?
When It wis expectod two years ago
that Trotsky might get o visa to Frange,
that sterling old French patriof, Marcel
Cachin, came running to Dessedovsky,
yes, Besaedovsky, the man who was act-
ing as Soviet ambassudor in  France
after the “counter-revolutionist” HRak-
oveky had been expelied by Briand and
talin. Cachin begged Bossedovsky with
tears in hiz eyes to se¢ Briond Immedl-

ately so as to prevent the issuance of

g visa to Trotsky. We boave oo doubt
that the Hovier ambo=sadors amd  the logical front”., After their

gitltiea forth with o wooden sword, Her-

- The New Anti-Trotsky Campaign [ il cueir attempe to areue us ot

of existence with blackjacks, burglars
ard dagpers, have retived to the “ideo-
raprosenti-

creatures of Stalin in Eaglond, Germany| vives in the Comintern and here voied
and elsewhere, did the same thing when| gy eyery available Hmb to expel Trot-
the proposal came up there for a Trot-| gee from the party and to exile hin

sky visa. As is koown, the social dem-
oerntle governments of England and Ger-
many, like the reactionary goveraments
af Frame: and Belgiom, and the repube-
lican-socialist coalition of Spain, all e
comodated Stalin and refused o visao
Wiy should Cmecho-Slovakin prove to be
less gmenable to Stalin's request? Where
ia Smeral? He is no novics at negolinl-
ing with bourgeois governmenls oo @

for Stalin
citlzenship!

to Alma-Ata, apd plumbed the
depths of disloyalty and bassness o be
amirch and calumniate the
olutionist, they mow fod, with an indig-
nitien surpasaing Duonne's,
an act of shamweful foctional veosgeance™
. . . to deprive Trotsky of bis

Like phe righteouws burgh-
er in the melodrama, they cry oub Lo
the sillain: “You have shol my son You

that "t

Zreal réve

friendiy-—Oh, on a most friendly—basls.| pyve paped my doughter. You hove
There finally rémaing to attempt an| shamed gy spouse.  You diave stolen my

explanation of Dunne’s terrilic howling

| houselold goods, ¥You have burked down

Mobody Would cobceivably make such| ghe roof over my head. But bave o care,
g deafening nolse, even in so “noble” & sir Marmalade, some duy you shall go
cause, if thare were not some other sound too fart™

that had to be drowped cual. For ex-
ample, it is because of his past “noises”| i 1, muke Zam's

But this editorial comment s only put
revelutions  about

that Radek now shouts so lustily againstf.opeorep. und the Far Bast Crisis” more
Trotsky. Or, i you want anolbher eX-} jjaiuple, But It does not help one to
ample, Fngdahl's or Dedacht's clamor digesy Zam's re-warmed chopped straw,
agalnst Levestone. As even the unioitl-) o0 we will not attempt, to olfer auy of
ated will suspeet, the rule holds good )4 40 pye renders. The “three serlous
ihe present case Lo, In 1035, Dumne| gergrs  of comrade (Abem! Comtade!)
wrote back to the United States fromf Protsky™ ware three fesble  straw  luew
one-of his periodic teips to Moscow, and | laboriously fabricated by Zam and trium-
was foollsh enough to express himself) phantly cut down at oue blow. In this

plainly on the internol Hussian party

#um Iz ounly following the established

couliiet. Our readers will remember the | gradition of uis kildoey, It will be re-

porbod  just jaftpr Stalin’s break  with

culled how Zam's elderly colleangue wrote

Zinoviey and before the formation of|a whole bovklet, a verituble America
the Opposition bloe. At that tlme there) textbook against Trotskylaw, to  prove
was an “interlode” in the Stalinist strog-] what uovarolshed scoundrels were  ull
gle agninst Trotsky and the Opposition, the wllies of Trotsky in ghe Unibed Sta-
hased upon Stalin's aspiration to bloc| tes. Sinee Trosky bhad ne sllles lu this
with the latter sgainst #inoviev  and| country at thet tme, Wolte, pothing

Kamenev. 1t was at this epoch (hat| pui out, simply invested them for Trot-
sky, he proceeded, a few years later, afl-
ter lus expulsien with Lovestons
Ci,, to muoke the best of these loventions
by uniting with them at the Hrst Qppeoe-
In this way, all were pleaged:
frotaky huad his revenge for Wolfe's fu-
bricaticns, and Wolfe made a geod proft
vt of Trotsky's “allies”.

Pvnne wrote with uncenstrained joy .
“Prolaky is back with a vengeance. His
pletures and busts are displayed every-
where next to Lenin's” ete, etc. Hle-
mentary compassion for a man caught
short dictates that we resist the tempta-

thon to publish in full the hymn of re-

jolcing Dunne penned at that time to the
prospect of Trotsky coming “back with
0 vengennes”

The point 1a that this letter was al-
ways pretty munch of an open seerot in
the party. Its existenee is known to the
gtern party elders who never forget and
rarely forgive. When Dunne's advance
ment to a higher rung in the hlerarchi-
el ladder §s discussed in fthe sacred
councils, some defender of the faith (&
Browder, let us say, or a Hathaway)
will any: “Yes, ves, but what about that
letter . There lies the secret of the
terriflc noise IDunne makes—nof, to be
sure, of the shameless villfication, be-
canse that §s a commonplace with every
Stalinist crealure who eked out his place
in the party today, but of the unnsual
loudneas, 1mnne is simply trying to
drown out the haunting echo of hizs 1926
letter., Hincerely, we wish him the luck
his labors merit.

im

imsladae

the ountslde,
lowt hEne,

Muaybe
I something in the blood of the
stoneites that glves them a kick out of

this way of conducling
piarently there are such people.

polemics.  Ap-

Fam, by the way, is not at an end.
There 1 more (0 COme.
his breathless battle by writing:
haps & closer investigation will disclose
that the Trotsky Thermidor fheory . . .
and the Trotsky theory of Japan's pence-
fulneas are not entirely aneelated.” Bah!
We are ashamed of soch hesitancy.
“perhaps™? People who “related” Trot-
sky to a Wrangel officer; and the
Opposition to Chamberlain and Hoover,
ghonld have no diffculty
any two things, Stalin’s ereafares are
not only to be

Ha concludes

—MONYAE.

“relating™

Atalin's
FPlenty can still be found among
those eterpally hopeful who aspire,
i the eomforta of thelr

German Opposition objectively, itz past
development must e taken inte consi-
deratbon.  The complete lankropfey  of
the  Maslov-10urbh-Fiseher Uspposition
greatly  compromized the ideas of the
Lafe b the ©, 1% G, The poelicy conduoet-
ed by Urbahns contribnted itz zhare o
the estrangement of the Leit Opposition
from the codreey of fhe parviy. The in-
ivigues of Landioa contribafe] the oest
i ondy helped to make the Laft Op-
peeition ridiculons in the eyes wf tho
besp spetlons of  the  (ermoan working
eluxg, [t was wpon such preomises that
the Loeft Opposition had $o pesume s
wark in Germany. And in this work,
it manas=t Bee rememberad, 18 wos faee] with
a atrnggle nol only ngoinst the strong-
eal Minlind=t  party in Western Kurope,
but mgainst the sirongesi Right  wing
gropg b the world, the Erandler group,
ws wiell,

Politheal aml Organizational Acetivity

The German Opposiilon has  taken a
position on fhe mest fmporiont politieal
cvents in =o for a8 it loy within the
realm of its ability. Mefore the Hefer-
emlum in 'russia. it took a unequivocal
pasition agnionst the led” eferendum
of the Commuuist party (cdrried on in
commuon with the Faselst) In its paper,
the Permanente Kevolution, In lts Open
Letter to the party it posed, on the basis
of an wonlysis of the stivation in {er-
many, the guestion of the upited front
ms ihe ecentrnl ;ml.“.lq,'al p]'q.lhlw‘n of the
(L 1% G Fioally, the Left Oppoditlon
took o positlon poward the new centrist
party, the Secinlist Labor Party, in  the
form of theses, Within this party, which
iz centristic in its policy, there are many
vouths who have placed themsclves on
the ground of Commanizm,  They reject
entrnnee into the . T G, en account
of itz false policy. At the plenum of the
Matlonal Commitfes, a weaslutlon  "“On
the Hituation™ wns mlapted.

Tawtely. the politleal influense of the
Taft Oppozition has grown  apprecinbly
in Gecmany, The entire pross, and es-
peclnlly the cenlrnl organ of the Com-
mmnist party, Die Bote Fahne, = forced
to take a positlon townord the policy of
the Teft Opposition. The campalgn
against cemrade Trofeky 2 enrvied an In
fall =wine.

8till, it musat be emphasized that the
organle growth of the Oppositlon does
not at all meagiere ap bo this politfesd
influence. That = due, in large part,
to the innense objective difficullies, and
In part also to the subjective difficnlties:
thee materinl peverty of the organization
in relntionship to the necessary work; o
hard-felt Inck of forees and ofhera.

The Hrst fow months sfter the el
mination of Lamdan and his meagre fol-
lowing were ovenpied with o tlghtening
af the organization and with the reaumpe
tlom of resilor activitles ny the yvarlons
local groups. That waes: o peried of in-
ternal consolidation for the organization,
The next =tep was the Tormntion of ae-
tlve cadres, the winning over of nDew
members gl the reconsiructlon of our
faction inside the party. In thizs feld,
the Berlin orgnulgarion, despite its re-
lniive wenkness has been able 16 register
ool progress,  The membership Ognres
rize amd in meveral distriets party fac-
Rioms were orvented,  Despite the enor-
maously diflieult objective conditions, the
sroup went abead with the preparation
of open discussion meetings, at which
new meembers were ehrolled.  Nomerons
speakers were =ent out to represent our
orgnnization at various discussion meet-
iz,

The HAaxon aod Homburg gronps have
fikewise carried on good prepagandistie
activity, czpecially of late. There too,
we have been able o regiser an ncrense
in memberahip, Especlally  insteuctive
are the experiences of the  Hrochsal
group. In DBruchsal, there is ouly our
grganization in ke field; there is no
party organization. Through the nppll-
cation of the Tenlnist united front toe-
ie, our Bruchssl comrades soeeecded in
pstablishing a proletarian ass front,
in which the =sovial demaecratle party or-
gunization, the trade unions amd all the
other proletarian organizatlons particl-
pated. The result of this. policy wos
that the loeal group was able to more
than double its member=hip {more than
a hundred); nside from thls,  several
new local groups have been founded in
the vicinlty. Furthermore, unw groups
have been estublished in the following
places: Beathen, Goerlite, Hreslou,
Frankfurt on thee Main, the Hohr, Uran-
fenbure, Mogdeburg, Eriurt, ebc

Literature and FPress

The orguniztion has from its  incep-
tlon mude many offorta toward the erea-
tlon of an Opposition  lteratove., The
muterinl means did oot saffice for & re
gularly appearing newspaper. All efforts
were ocneentrated on the publication of
inexpensive pomphlets, v order o carry
on our propaganda on the broadest basls.
All the writings of comrade ‘Trotsky
were published in pumphlet form. From
tlime to tlme, the clrculalon of the pub-
lieatlons econtiuned to  grow. Heveral
mistakes were committed lo this feld
(the izsunnce of too limited o namber
of pamphlets, which are today entirely
out of print and which cannot be re-

(Continued on page 4)




