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The Communists and
b

the Agrarian Crisis

{Continged from last issue)

In America the problem of city aod
country has taken on new dimeusions.
Che 1940 census reports o BHUH4E25 ur-
ban population aod & 58550,2028 pural
population. The majority are urbam, thi
overwhelming majority are prefetariun
while, in the countey where we stized
power Hrst, the overwhelming majority
were peasunts, Hural, o -ng selse
means farmers. Fory  ezamople of  the
rarals only 30,447,200 make up the [arm
population. In other words Che [arim
population s ouly H4e of the rural wod
only 2487 of the totul population. The
bourgeois economist presents the problem
as though it is abour 5000 for town apd
country, for “furmers and elty pecple”
and the average worker bLas accepted
this trash. The farm population as
U485 of the total population are by oo
means furmers, This means all persvns
llving on farms without regard too oo
cupaiion,

Muking thia 24%% and seeing what
mokes it up we Hod it is further War-
rowed by snulysis. Under occupations,
gainfully employed, the census lists (192U
flpures—ihe 1980 Hgures not wvalluble,
are sven mure in our favor) as dalry
farmers, farmers and stock raisers;
6,201,261, and for dalry farm, farm and
gtock, laborers; 3,041,027, This mesany
6 milllon furmers and 4 million as agri-
eultural workers. But of these ¢ mil-
Hon farmers we fpd (100 figures)
2404504 oz tenant [urmers, 1,461,406 as
mortgaged farmers and 207430 a8
farmers owing their farms. However, 1
fm sure the 1930 figures, when publish-
ed, will show even less farm owners|
today.

The big agricultural population in the|
last analysis bofls down considerably,
and the farmer as an ally does not lose
any of his significance but he does lose)
much of his specliiec welght for America.
The farm population as 24% of the lo-
al (1920) is composed of ghout 400
pgricultural workers, 25% tenani farm-
ars, 159 mortgaged farmers and 20
farm owners. This docs not settle the
problem and does not prove thal the
majority are revolutionary! One knows
the majority of the American Induskrial
workerg are not  revolutlonary. How
gver, onee we obtaln a proper perspec-
tive It shows the pelation of the workers
and farmers in the comiog revolution.

This bleck of agricultural workers on
cattle rafsing and dairy farms are not
approached as farmers, but are won &3
workers, They are not allies, they
are ours ns a clpss, The varled forms
of cropper dirt farmer und tenant fum-
er which make up the poor and middle
farmer are our allies, As for the owin-
ers, yes even some of them will make
good allies. As for the capifalisl Tarm-
er—they are not allies, they are enemles
and will be treated as such. We will
wagte no time in winoing them 0over.
Our allles lie In the percentage belwecn
the agrarian workers and the capitallst
farmers. These must be won, Thelr re-
latlon to the workers in the problem of
the American revolution is the most “in-
pignificant™ any proletariat in any ad-
vanced country has to contend  with,
marbe with the exception of England.
1n the Husaian revolutlon, the minoeity,
the proletariat, was the declsive foroe
over the overwhelming majority of pea-
gantry. In Americay a revolution which
will relense the energies of the Amer-
tean proletariat, who stamd os the wast
majority will eall forth proletarian en-
ergy unknown in the past.

Americn has developed its wheat belt,
corn belt, cotton belt and has its agri-
culturial states and its industrial states,
but as its stands today, it 15 of no value
for analysis of clpss forces in the rev-)
olutlon. The line of demarcation be
tween industrial and agricaltural stateg
i of lttle value, because the most im-
portant industrial states are alzo the
most lmportant agricultural producers,
too, Agriculturnl states as such, only
have a meaning when the problem is con-
fined within the states, and we show
vhat the products from agrienlture are
of greater value than the products Trom
industry, ete. Bul when ong COMPAres
the amount and value of the products
from agriculture with the agricultural
products of the leading industrial states,
one fnds that the industrial states in
mAnNy cases are  more productive i
pgriculiural products than the agricul-
tural stotez, and where there i8 a close
margin the industrial states make w good
showing for themselves. New York

i

Pennsylvania, Illinols, Ohio and the
other Important industelnl  states  are
alags states producing  more foodstulls

than the majority of the so-called agri-
multural stabes,

The fndustrial centers where the pro-
letarint, the decisive foree of revolution,
resldes, also has in its immediote vie-
Inity the production of the foad supply
of first Importance for short perleds, It
is not an easy matter to bottle up &
proletariat in an industrinl center &
power is in thelr hands, with all the
avennes of gnodern transportation (o
nearby food supplies, The agricnltural
worker will do his sharé and the poor
and middle farmer must be won over.

The tremendous grain elevators, meat
and food storage planis for the products
of the conntry are controlled by fhe
city and who controles the city eontrols
this supply. American capltalism does
not worry about peasant econdmmy leld-
ing back on it as do some other capl-
talist nations with ecarry overs of na-
tural economy where the rural popaula-
tion can hold without the eity, The ma-
chine development and its use on Am-
griean farms In u lesser u_lr graater :lte-

orces the agricultural economy Lo
:::: fupnn the Indunstrinl city. The

trinl eity to which it 1z bound and from
which American agricolinre cannot es-
cape, not retreat, not to mention the
financial  network  that  encompasses
mgriculture apd tles it, binds it to the
city.

In capitalist countries with fendal
earry-overs, with peasant econcmy still
lingering, we have a far more diffieult
problem. Although at that level, capital
haa already shown ltself to be taster
of the house, It by no means has a Iree
reign, The peasant economy welghs
heavy upew capiial and {is development,
byt nevertheless, capital, and In turn the
proletarian class B the deplsive foree in
the relationship of the class stroggle.
What iz trae in thess' hackard sections,
where the country can eke out an exist-
ence even if the ciiy goes to hell, but
where in the city cannot continue with-
cul the epuntry; 1s more so {rue, in de-
veloped capitalist countrics ke Amerlca.
In fact, however, the problem s furned
aronnd, The ciiy newds the country and
has safe-guarded thiz need by a thoi-
afnd and one ties that bind the country
to the clty, ot (he country on the other
hand cannot exist without the sity,—not
in advaneed America. Not on the pre-
gent miode of prodection. That s only
paasible by stépping back a stage of two
anid this is not an overnight step buf one
which would follow a chass, when nel-
ther eapitallat nor proletarian rales

The very connections of ¢ty and epun-
tries gnder developed capitalism, glves
the American proletariat the advantage
of the problem of revelution once this
i eoncretely put on the apenda for the
pelzure of power. The very telation” of
forees with the overwhelming majorlty
of the populatlon being proleiarian and
the “farmers”™ divided into agrarlan
workers, tenant farmer, morigaged farm-
er ‘and capitallst farmer, with a section
of the owner-farmer as  allies, makos
the problem diferent and in our favor.

The Farmer-Labor Party is refetion-
‘ary and will only lead the proletariat
into the swamp of opportunism, this
even Centrism undersiands now aflter
yvenre of blunders; but the idea of a
“Waorkers and Farmers Government™ and
the slogan for it ithat Centrism sl
peddles, ia just as reactlonary, aod can
lend to nothing but national reformism.

The agrarian workers must be won as
waorkers, the middle and poor farmers
e allies aceording to the form of the
problem. Negro and white, share crop-
per, contract farmes=, divt farmer, efe,
and the eapitalist farmer  shoold  not
bother us. The agrariam orizls will not
let up, even though there will be ebbs
und  flows, its basic effects will not be
remedied through agrarian preforms. For
the capitalist system, the remedy I8
greater concentration and pulling agrl-
culture more into the orbit of capitalist
produoction. potting agricolture more on
the baslas of an Industry of capltalism—
but this lets loose dynamite, which has
itz moat deadly explosive offects not in
the eouniry but in the ¢ity. For the
agrarian worker and our allles, the poor
apd middle farmers, the remedy Is noth-
ing shoft of theProletarlan Revolution
and the establishument of the dirtatorship
of the proletariat. Thiz 18 the means of
transforming of the negative base of the
agrieulture industry into an industry of
the soclalist mode of prodoction, com-
pleting the cyele agrienlture has passed
through-—and opening the door to a new
posfiive eyvele of it development.

—HUGH OEHLER.

intellect apd viee yersa.
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Drug Clerks Organize

NEW YOREKE.—

The present chaofic condition pre-
valling In the pharmacestical Industry,
which iz merely a photostatic copy of the
existing chaos in the decaying capltalist
structure ng a whole, and the Intense;
almost Inhuman exploitation of the drug
clerk by a degenerade middle class of in-
dependent drug shop retallers, by  the
ever growing chain store magnates and
the rich independent cut-rale”™ paras-
ites, are threatening to reduce the stan-
dard of living of the druog cléerks to the
lowest level of exlatencée—to that of the
Chinese ooolie,

The Incorable cancer of ¢apltallsm—
unemployment—has greatly auwgmented
the mizsery of the drug clerks and turned
two thousand licensed and junior pharm-
peiEtg of this city lotoe the streets. Bome
of them have already taken thelr places
an the breadlines. Others are still cling-
ing to the last line of defense, thelr anv-
ings, which they were able to build up
during the so-called “prosperity” period
thaonks to the dreadfully lohg hours of
work which made expenditores olher
than the mere necessitice—Iimpossible,

The legendary professional statuas  of
the pharmaelst in our capitalist soclety
has acted as an emollient to hia sore hu-
man pride and Iulled in him the rebel-
Non apainsg the degroding conditlons un-
der which he iz workng. The sharpen-
ing and protraction of the present crisis
hes dealt a shattering blow to hiz leg-
endary status and made him realize his
true status, tha of the wage earncr, sub-
jeet to all the laws governing wage labor
under thiz decaying capitalist systam,

The drug cleérk has arlsen and begun
to move, He lg- moving In the direction
of the truode unlon front.

His vaneuard, leaderiess, without ex-
perlonce and program, but In  excellent
fighting morale, has been Intercepted by
the A. F. of L. burcucracy and has de-
finitely Innded in the plght Aonk of the
labor cammn.

On March %, the Drog Clerks’ Tnlon
wis officinlly christened by Mr, Collins,
national officer of the A, F. of L. and
charters] as the Drug Clerks” Tnlon of
Greater Mew York, Local 681 of the Re-
tall Clerks International Protective As-
socialion.

A brief acdount of the installatlon
meeting witl sufciently describe  the
condition’ of this new-born bhabe.

The meellng was opéned Ly Mr. Fein-
stome, president of the union, who intro-
dueed Dr. Linville, presldent of the
MTeachers’ Tinlom. Dr. Linville spoke at
great length of the trade union move-
ment, but as befits a president B an AL

F. of L. local. he distorted the revolo-
tionary concept of trade unionism and re-
duced 1t to the kdeological level of his
plesg, namely the middle class. He fio-
{ahed his oration wishing them soccess
and rightly Polnted out the need of a
program, which he, of course, hoped that
the leaders of the unton, with the advice
of the natlonal offies, will be abla to
formulate,

Next spoke president Feinstone, whose
physiognomy iz a troe reflection of his
He deliverad a
“gpeech” of about twenty to  thirty
words, nine tenths of which he devoted

to lmpress upon the members that he

Our Subscription  Drive

After a long and bhard struggle The
Militant Became s weekly, The appars
atus of ite predoction, =0 to speak, has
been tmllt up ghen by step by much sacri-
fice, MNow 0t necesgary to bnild on A
firmm fonndation its distribution  appar-
atus.

Dwring the epriod of the present drive,
March 1st to June 1st, this effort should
take an Intensive form. First of all eea
must get new subg,  Frlends and aym-
pathlzers nust be canvassed. Where-
ever possible whole dovs shoeuld be pet
azkle for the carc¥ing out of this task,
Thig drive for new subs must be geared
to & high piteh, It must be sestainedd
at that pitch for the doration of the
Arlve,

The literature premivm aanoubpeed 1o
recent issues should be watilized to thelr
full walue We give them again, For
the pericd of the drive we will give with
each ome year 200 sub (52 lssues) a
froe paper bound copy of comrade Troel-
sky’s the Permanent Eevelution: with
egeh hall year 1040 sub (26 Issges) &
copy of the Strategy of (he World Rev-
alution; with each trial Gde sob (13 k-
suesl any one of our ke pampphlets.
This premium applies lo  resewals as
well 08 the new sobs, During the per-
fod of the drive comrades may offer a
combined 3200 rate for @ year's sub-
scription ‘to The Militant and Young
Spartacns, There is no llterature prem-
iwm with combined suba.

At the same time we are geiting new
gubs we must seg to the renewal of ex-
pired nnd expiring subs, or the gains
of new subs will be offset by the losses
of these old ones, In the execotien of
this tagk the national center is co-0p-
erating by systematic notification of the
subseribor. If these notlees are acted
on prompily, the solutlon of the problem
will be falrly easy.

At the present time the resulls in new
and rengwed subs are: New York—I11;
Minneapolis—2; Chicago—1; Bt. Loujs—
1: Miscellaneous—10, Tha increass In
bundle orders stands at one ln Chicago
ns reported in the last isaue.

Another important method of raising

methods of farming, storing, transporia-

tion, selling, ete, all bring capltalist
agricultural relations under the

judus- and extension of

the sreulation of The Militant and build-

ing up its distriputlon is the eéxpansion
"mass” distrubution

Mewsstands and bookstores which will
carry The Milliant must be found., They
exist, The terms are libernl, The Mili-
tapt glves credit for each wnsold copy.
All that the stand keoper has Lo do s
elip the date line of each unsold &opy
and sent L in for credit, The profit to
tha denker on each copy s 20, The pa-
per appeara regularly. The posters we
have prepared should help to sell the
paper from the stand. 3

A aeeond and aunxiliary  method of in-
ereasing the cireglation I8 the mass dis-
tribution of free coples at workers” mest-
inga, demoustrations, on the street, where
ever workers can be reached. We have
on hand a number of recent back issues.
There are all stamped “sample copy™.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1%, 1932

will not tolerate radicals In “his" union,
Thiz antiquated mass of stopidity in hu-
man form has apent over forty years of
Wiz life in the darkest cormer of the
world, the back of a drugstore, which
fully explaing hiz Idiethe appearance
god low cultural level,

Last spoke Colling of the A. F. of L.
This typleal labor boreadcrat, in o typi-
enl A, P, of 1., dinlogue, as he himeeld
termed his manner of speech, harangoed
the young recrults yet antainted by the
A, F. of L. philssaophy and manifesting
a pood fightlong vitality, amd urged them
to “hang on®™ pod not to Aght.

Here i3 one of his gems: “Folks, times
are bad,. XNow ls oot the time to AghL
Hang oen to your job, Don't fight. Walt.”

Immedintely after the «lose of  the
mesting, the more artieulate element
came up to the secretary  and  veleed
their disapproval with the president’s
attitude toward radicals and the “don't
fAght., wait"™ idea. . . .

“We came here fo do work, not to
wait™, the ¢ry of one of the militants
resounded.,

Here we see n famillar scene, =0 fre-
quently enacted in the labor movement.
The rink and file seething with revaolt,
resdy to strike the onemy; the. leaders
holding them back, telling them that the
Bour has not yet streck and thus break-
ing thelr morals,

Upon the revelutionary drug clerk de-
volves a great task and great responsib-
ility, He must, In the words of Lenin,
Shreave all difficalties, attweks, insults
and persecutions at the hands of  the
leaders™ to zaln an opporiunity to come
forward with o clear program of action
which, we balieve, will sanse o Jifferen-
Hation in the ranks and in thiz manner
render the formation of a strong Left

wing possible.
=—=F. LL

The Dr:s:__S_l_;rilt_ein Boston

BOSTIN.—

The cloakmakers under the leadeérship
af the *United Frondl Committes” went
back to work already in some cases un-
der somewhat bmproyed conditions. The
cloa’ [ akers under the leadership of the
International went back to work with no
wiage cut.

Wages wera cul pleny in the past two
years. Th® International did not make
an efMort to get anything back., Now an

+agreamant is being made for the dress-

makers with no improved worklng con-
ditions.
The desire for anjiy among the work-

erd was great, When we came on the
picket line it was one united mass pic-
ket line, 'The bitterness the workers
felt to each other for the past two or
three years on pccount of the divided
strugeles dizappeared from their faces.
Right wing workers and Left wing work-
ers walked armein arm, discossed plans
of taking down shops and other plans,
Every one looked brightér, had a smile
on thelr face, The Internatlonal was
desperate to see such friendship among
the workers and looked for ways and
merns o divide them. When the police
captain complained to Philip Kramer,
the Intermational business agent who
came on the pleket line with the police
captain, about too many plekets, he suid,
“What can I doe? They arve from the
United Front® and promised that  the
next day there will be o distinetion be-
twesnn our plekets and his picketa.

The next morning they wanted to put
arm bands with the A, F. of L. initials
on the arms of the Internntionnl work-
era, but to their great disappointment
the workers rofused to wesr the bands
and be divided, “Unity"”, Yes, unity!
Thi desire to be united is felt by all
the workers. Yoo can see §t in  their
eyes, Why dido't they come to the meel-
ing of the Left wing? We called them,
we agltated them, we hmd conferences.
Vory few enme. Those who have ng jobs
and are not afraid to lose them are dis-
gusted with the International. Just os
many workers are, The others dil not
come, they were afrald of losing their
jobz. What was left for the Indus-
trial Union to do to get these workecs?
We should have called the Internationnl
lepdors as well as the workeras to unibe
on the basls of oné united ateke with
one set of demands,

| Thiz shonld have been done ot least
Upon request for them, we Wil ] a couple of months before the strike,
them free of charge. They are for dlu-;ﬂn ihe workers of the. [nternatiomal

tributlon. In ordering sach bundles it
{s neceazary 4o gpecify the amount and
it Iz advisable to specify for what meet-
ing or group they are iotended, o that
we can plek out appropriate fssues. The
number ordered should be limited to
what can actually be distributed.

Theze free distributions should be
followed by up by sales of the current
lssuea of The Militant. If this is done
gystematically the sale of The Milltant
can be increased. It ls onr experlence
that such free distribotions of old cop-
feg on issues which interest workers do
not dlminlsh the sale of current issues
of The Militant, bot on the contrary in-
crenze it, We have no doubt that this
will continge to be the case

All of thiz acivity should he conducted
with the alm of ervstalling a permanent
distribution apparatus. It Is not enough
to print The Militant. IT MUST BE
CIERCULATED. What we waot 1a a staff
of Militant builders. Deginnlng with
the next izsue we will glve o standing
of subscription getters and continme it
from wepk to week. We will do  the
pame with new bundle orders, and re-
newals,

For o larger Milliant circolation! Get
suba for The Militant! Get renewals of
gxpired suba! Get newsstand and book-
gtore bundle orders! Crystallize a stafd
of Militant builders! Ewvery comrade's
and symapthizer's shoulder to the wheel!

would have had time to demand of their
leadera to have one united struggle for
better conditions. )

I feel quite sura the International
leaders would refuse soch  unity. Then
we would be able to tell the workers
and they wonld see it clearly themselves,
that thelr leaders are not interested in
nnity and we could cxpose tham to the
oot
Now the strlke I3 at anm  end. The
workers are coming baek to work with
no retrleval of the slashed wages, no jim-
provements, and the International had
a hard time to pet an agrecment alto-
gether becanse bosses are  inlereabed
in slgning agreements only on two oc-
ecaglons: when they arve forced by the
unity of the workers and when they can
pat something from the unlon.

Two wears ago, the International got
agreements by Just calling a, stoppage
and giving the bossea all the concessions
for the privilege to collect  duaces. This
yoar there was not much to be glven as
the boases took everything anyway. Na-
turally, the shops that were called out
by the united front and the Indostrial
Unton could nmot get muoch either beepuse
they control only a small minority and
thoze that went back did not gef as much
are still out on strike I can nol say
now. What they will get when they go

back, we will report later,
_Jl GI

Stalinist Flattery or
Marxist Education

NEW YORHK.—

It iz mildly entertalning to behold
Sam Don, the wellknown “anti-War ex-
pert” come out In the Dally Worker
i Feb. 20, 1932) and say that “The Five
Year Plun has demonstruted beyond a
shadow of a doubt that Sociallsm ean
be built in one couniry™, a statement
which corresponds only too well with
the utterings of his comreade-in-arme, the
emfoent Lsrael Amter, who only n week
previous to that explained that same
theory of Bocinlism in one country at
un Open Forom of the pew “Water Froot
Section of the C. P, U, 5" in the fol-
lowing way :

“The averunge rank and file worker of
the Hoviet Union kndws more about the
fheory of Sociallsm in one conniry than
Trotaky or Cannon, for nelther of these
men has recently been there, Is it sur-
priging that he should know more about
it thon some expelled leaders who have
PERN |1 nttnmuﬂ@ fo study ihe theory? The
rapk wnd file worker accepis nothing as
final until it has becn given actual trial.
Trotsky rejects the theory withoul any
effort o demonsjrate it”

Now, let us grant that the “average
rank audd fle worker of the Boviet Up-
ion” knows more about the inierlor of
the wew “Paluce of Boviets™ than Trot-
gky or (gnnon. Huol, doeés an  average
rank and fle member of the U. 8 parly
know more about it than Trotsky or
Cannen? 0rF does ap average rank and
il worker of the 1. 8 party know
more about the revolutionary movement
in America than Trotsky or Cannon?
And whot is thers to indicate that an
average member of  the U, 8. party
knows more about the theory of Sovial-
ism in one country than Trotsky or
Cannon?  After all, the Ham Ihods and
the Ambteres must admit that e 0. 5.
parly memnber generally has not seen the
Soviet Union sngd bas not lived in a Soe-
inlist commoebnwealih ao that bhe cun be
aall to have any spieclal familinrity with
the mnature, the problems and the §if-
ficulties of such a commoedily. The theory
of Socinllsm In one country I8 to the
avernge worker only an ldea, in the
L. &% or elsewhere—and certaloly, lead-
ars whoe bave given their lives Lo the
atudy of stiontific sociolism afe FOF more
capable of judging these idens than the
glorifled  “nverage’” worker, Amtar's
gqueer loghe, o put it in anether way,
iz eguivilont to sayblug that because the
jonitor of the Dally Worker building s
more famillor with that steoacture than,
let us =ay, Earl Browder, whoe appears to
spend mosl of his time dining with Kuo
Min Tang® generals and otherwise rev-
olutjonizing the Far Eust, he knows
more aboul the Ameriein revolutlonary
movement than the latter. . . .

Again, Amber suggested thut a  punk
and file worker in the Boviet Unlon has
sludied the theory of Socialism in one
eountry and has learoed o ogreat deal
more about s correctnezs than “semmi
expelied leaders who never altempted
to study 17, We are not old, however,
how the average rank and filer Enows
the correctness of this theory—nor  how
the expelled leaders could attéempd Lo
kuow it, save by comparing tlhe assamp-
tiomn of the theory im guestion and the
fundamental principles of  revolutionpry
internadionalism, scientifically. The dif-
ferepce ls that the “average rank and
file party member” simply belleve o a
Stalinizt theory without much efford at
eritienl theught, while the “expalled
leaders”—who have given much thought
to the guestion—hove discovered the
falleey of national Soeialism  inhercot
in it.

Not long ago, an "average type” got
up in oour Open Forum aod  sprang  a
surprise by saying—quite  innocently
that fhe Commuonlst  International—Iif
translated [ito ploin  Ameriean lapgu-
nge, would menn—the Huzszlon IPatriotic
Hoclety ! We gorrected him ag that time
by explaining clearly that this kg not
the case. Tat we do fesl @« little bit
uneomioriable (o have him cone around
and put up soch ecmbuarassing questions
again,

If Trotsky and Coniion  have #ever
tried to demonsirate the theory of Soe-
laliszm In one coantry—and we must give

thom credit for never having been a0
foolish—that 1z becanse  they  have
shrewdly obzerved the absurdities  of!

such a theasry, bhecause they have o renl-
imtie attitiude foward the world’s  rev-
olutionary developments  apd  becaopss
they are nol the lewst lnclived to mumbla
noensense, 1 do not sopposc that any of
the leaders of the Left Opposition hos
ever carried a horse-shoe to bring him
lack, but their commen sense hos made
it yanecessary for them to support such
foolisloess, Ope glapee af Don's  and
Amter's logie ls enough to show IE is
nob. worth tryving.

—PAUL SCHWALRBE.

Another Expulsion
from tl'lr._ I.L.D.

_ﬂn Thursday, alarch 10th, I was for-
mally expelled from the Yorkville Eng
liskh Branch of the I. I. 1. The main
charge was that I was a “Trotskyist”;
and therefore my critlclem of the so-
called “united front from below™ policy
of the I L. D was inecompatible with
menbership any longer.

In opening the attack, the organizer
of the branch went toe some length to
atate my Cdisraptive”™ activities; i e, I
had eommitted the awdacious crime of
apeaking with membera of the branch
about the differences between the Left
Oppositien and the leadership of the offi-
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cinl Party, and critlcized the policiea of
the leadership.

No attempt was made to center the
charge om Inactivity, ns my activity in
the branch will attest to the face that
I have alwayvs volunieered for work and
mecepted all | the tosks asaigned to me.
It §a ijwterezing to note that previons (0
the horrible d1a|:m'l=ll':r fthat I was a
“eonmter-revolutlonury, enemy of the
working class”, my activity and member-
ship had been considered wholly sailstac-
tory., Comeade Hacker himself, person-
ally nsked me to preside as chalrman at
the second Scottsbore Conference  held
a few months ago at o large downlown
hall. Evidently, the stamp of “rene-
gade” had noet yet materiuilized lhefore
his @yes,

The chalrman [ast night, o1 new mem-
ber of the cronel amd, 1 think, a party
member purposely assigned to the branch
—siner he does not live in our district—
refused to permit me the final say. e
insisted on his formal right ax chairman
to be the lnst speaker.  He emitted o long
Farungne op Troisky's “menshevism™ of
10et, ndding ineldentally  fhat  Trof=zky
from the time of the revoltion until 15053,
hid done good work, “when he wias ander
the thamb "!F Lenin” (') A long attack
on Trotaky, nor permitting me to anawer,

There were seven comriides  present.
The vote was called for. The chalrman,
organizer, and Labor Defender agent
immedintely responded, One young com-
ride who works for the district and s
al=n o new member of our branch. also
voted for my cxpulzion—beeause e con-
gidersd Trofzky an enemy of the work-
ing class, althoogh he admitted he hod
never rend o single docament of the Op-
poaltion! When I explained to him that
it waos the epolicy of the I. L. Ix to per-
nelt workers of any organization to enter
the I; L. Iv amt work for it he ap-
peared puzslsd, but voled for the expul-
slon, nevertheless, My vobe was  the
only recorded againat, the two remain-
ing comrndes were for absataining, sdmit-
ting that they were pol acquainfed with
the guestlons—buat declded to vote  for
the expulston provided that 1t was o
came to the DMstrier Committer and that
I would be given a chance to appear,
Comrade Tschinder, Labor Defendpr
agent, aasured the comrades that T wonld
tee giviv & chance to appear, 1 hold him
o his word, ug e I8 a member of the

Section Exeeulive Committes, and am
only afrald that his confidence in  the
“workers' demoeracy” of  Hacker amd

company will not be substained,

I was aceused of being the couse of
the failure of the branch to grow, Any
comrade who s aoquainted  with  the
Yorkville English Branch knows that the
reagon for the fallure to grow has  been
ihe lack of consistent, regular  activit-
tes. 1 fgught eontinually for a syslem-
atie plan of mectings, house to  gouse
canvassing, educatlonnl lectures, <distri-
buifon of Labor Defenders before unions,
apen air meetings, de. 1 myself  held
geveral open alr meetings alone when
the distriet failed to supply speakers. I
wis auddenly thrown  off the list of
speakers, and alnee fhat thne we never
hald them regularly. I adyvanesd a plan
for regular educational meetings every
other week: it was accepled—I1 carried
out my share of the work., In all petiv-
itles, T eam =ny that I Jdkl all regoired
of any member  of  the organization,
These things I state, not o galn reward
for, but fo outline for (he comrades the
only way that I sce to bnild the brasch,
If they plan their work thas, the branch
will grow-—if not, it will remain stag-
nant as before,

The decizlon of expulsion 8 pending
before the District Exceutlve Commit-
tet. The policy of the I. L. In is to ad-
mit all workera into its ranks, =0 long
as they earry on the work of the or-
ganiznlion ander its discipline, 1 cloio
that I have provedihat [ have done so
and ean continne to do g0, The only
charge ix “Trotskyism"”, swhich I8 no
valid charge nceording to the ruling of
tie I La 10 lEself, I sincercly hope the
IMstelet Kxecutlve will reverse the ob-
viowsly unfoumded expilsion  of myself
frogn the Yorkville HEnglish Branch of
the I, Ia IN

—HERBERT CAI'NELI.S

ATTENTION, GREEE WORKERS

Im New York City two dally Goeek
bourgeals newspapers are published, the
“National Herald® which supports the
present C“demacrabic” regiooe  of  Greses
while the other the “Ailantis™ represents
the Rovalist party of Greeee and lately
lakes a peeado-labor atbitade,

The “Empros” undertook o one sided
alrugple agninst the National Herald
overlooking any kind of attack against
the *Atlantis™ which iz more dangerouns
becanse It appears with the cloak of
literalism: and therefore the “Comnion-
istis™ our Greok organ attacked this eri-
minal neglect of the Greek Stalinism
vigorously.

In the pext issoe of The Milllant the
GGreek Bureanp will  wrlte  extensively
upon this zeriong question which requires
a eorreet and thorongh discuaslon  for
the enlightment not only of the Greek
apeaking Communists but of all Com-
muniats ms well.

ATTENTION!

At o recent Left Oppositlon  foruom
miating two members of the ofelal Com-
munist Party during the discussion se-
cepted o challenge to debate the Plat-
form of the Left Opposition. The de-
bate will take place Friday evening,
March 25, at the Public Library, l4th
#t., and Cass Awve.

For the Left Opposition: John Seott
For the Communist Party: 7



