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Lenin on the Paris Commune

D

We reprint below an article by
Lenin on the significance of the
Paris Commune to the international
working c¢lass, Lenin and the Baol-
ghevika absorbed the lessons taoght
by Marx and Engels on the Cam-
mune and found these invaluable In
thelr struzgle for the Rossinn Rev-
alution. Om the sixzty-first anniver-
aary of the Parls Commnne it s bhe-
fitting for ws to repring this  brief
writing penned by one who  helped
carry out the tasks the herole Paris-,
lan Communatds set themselves, con-
tinwed thelr work, and hegon  the
class revenge of the world proletar-

int against the bloody suppression

of the Commune by leading  the

Russlan workers ta  the vietorlows

Red October.—Ed.

Forty years have passed since  the
proclamation of the Parls Commoone
According to their costom, the French
proletariat are honouring the memory of
the revolotionary workers of March 18,
1871, by meétings and demonstrations.
At the end of May they will again bring
wreaths to the tombs of the Commun-
ards who were ghot, the victims of the
fearful “May Week™, and over thelr
graves they will onge more Eake the
oath to Aght untiringly ontil their ideas
have conguered, until their canse has
been completely vietorious.

Why do the proletariat, not omly in
France but throughout the entire waorld,
hononr the workers of the Parls Com-
muane A% thelr forerunners? What was
the herltage of the Commuone?

The Commune broke out spontaneons-
I¥. Mo one consclously prepared it in
an organized  way. The unsaccessafol
war with Germuany, privations doring the
slege, unemployment among  the prole-
tariat and rain among the petly-bourge-
oisle: the indignailon of the masses
againat the gpper classes and against
the authoritles who had displayved thelr
complete ineapoelty, an indefinable for-
mentatién among the working class,
which was discontented with its lot and
wag striving towards n different social
gyatem ; the reactlonary make-up of the
Matlonal Assembly, which roused fears
ar to the fate of the republic—all this
and many other things comblned to drive
the phpulation of Paris to revolution on
March 18, which unexpectedly placed
power In the hands of the Natdonal
Guard, In the handzs of the working class
and ihe petty-bourgeslsie  which had
Jolned in with 1t

Thizs waz an event wnprecedented in
history. Up to that time power had
cuatomarily been In the hamds of land-
lords and capltalista, §. e, In the hands
of thelr trusted agents who made pp the
go-called Government, After fthe revolu-
tlon of March 1%, when the Thiera Gov-
ernment fled from Parla with Its troops,
Itz pollre ond its officlals, (ke people re-
malned mastera of the situatlon  oand
power paased into the hands of the pro-
letariat. But in modern sdvlety, enslav-
¢d cconombcally by capital, the prole-
tariat canpnol dominate polltically unless
it breaks the chalns which fetter it to
capital, Thiz l& why the movement of
the Commuone Ingvitably had to take on
a Soclallat colouring, 1. e, to begin stely-
ing for the overthrow of the power of
the bourgeolsie, the power of capital, to
destroy the very foundatbons of the pre-
sent scclal order.

At first thiz movement was extremely
indefinlte and confuscd, Tt was jolned
by patriots who hoped that the Commune
would renew the war with the Germans
nnd bring it to @ snccesaful econclosions,
It was supported by the small shopkeep-
¢rs who were threatened with ruln un-
less theres was a postpomement of puy-
ments on debis and rent (the Govern-
ment did not want to give thom such a
postponement but the Commune gave iE).
Finally, it had, ot firat, the sympathy of
the bourgeols republicans, who feared
that the reactlonary National Assembly
{the “bpckwoodsmen”, ignorant land-
lords) would restore the monarchy, But
the ¢hief role in this movement was of
course played by the workers (eapecially
the artlzans of Parla), among whom
Boclalist propagands had been encrgetic-
ally earrled on during the last years of
the Second Bmpire and many of whom
even belonged to the First International.

Only the workers remained loyal to
the Commune to the end. The boargeols
republicans and the petty-bourgeclsie
goon broke away from it the former
afrafd of the revolutionary Boclalist
proletarian character of the movement,
and the others dropping out when they
gaw that It was doomed to inevitable
defeat.  Only the Frénch proletariat
supported their Government fearlesaly
and wntiringly, they alone fought and
died for it, for the cause of the eman-
cipation of the working class, for a bet-
ter future for all toilers.

Deserted by thelr allles of yesterday
aml gupported by no one, the Commune
wad doomed to inevitable defeat. The
entire bourgeoisle of Frapce, all the
landlords, the stockbrokers, the factory
owners, all the grest wod small robbers,
all the exploiters, combined againat it

‘pensants, shopkespers,

tnken prizsonér to pot down revolutlonary
Parial, suecesded In vouslng the back-
ward peasants and the petty hoorgecisle
of the provinces agalnst the proletarint
of Parie, and In surrounding half of
Parls with a ring of steel (the other half
waz held by the GQerman army). In
gome of the larger eitles in  France
{Marsellles, Lyons, St. Eltenne, Dijon,
ebey the workera also attempied fo selze
power, to proclaim the Commune, #nd
come to the help of Paris, bat theae at-
tempts Aoon failed. Paris, which had
firat ralsed the flag of proletarlan Tevoll,
wan left te ita own respurces and doom-
ed to certain destroctlon,

Far the wletory of the roclal revoelo-

thom, at least two conditlons are neces-
sacy : n high development of productive
forces and the preparedness of the pro-
tetarint, But In 1871 nelther of theae
conditions was present. French capital-
ism was still only slightly developed,
and France was at that tlme malnly a
country of petty-bourgecisla (artlsans,
ete.}). On  the
ather hand there was no workers' party,
the working class, which In the mass
wasa unpreépared aod untrained, did not
aven clearly visuallze lte tasks and the
metheds of fulfilling them, There were
no serious political organizations of the
proletariat. no strong trade unlons and
co-operative socleties.

But the chlef thing which the Com-

mune lacked was the time to think oot
nnd wndertake the folfillment of ita
programme. It hardly had time to start
working, when the VYeraallles govern-
ment, supported by the entire bourgeois-
ie, opened military operations againat
Pariz, The Commuone had fo think frst
aof all of defence. Right ap to the very
end, May 21-25, it had no time to think

weriongly of anyvihing else,
In asplte of such wanfavorable condi-

tlons, In splte of the brevity of Its ¢x-
istence, the Commune foond time io
carry out some measures which sufficl-
ently characterlze Ita real algnificance
and aims, The Commune replaced the
standing army, that blind weapon in the
hands of the ruling classes, by the arm-
ed people, It proclaimed the sepatatlon
of church from Heate, abofished the
Btate support of rellglous bodles (0. e,
Biate salaries for prleata), gave popo-
lar education & puorely secular charae-
ter, and in this way struck a severe blow
at the gendarmes In priestly robes, In
the purely soclal sphere the Commuie
could do very Htls, but this little never-
theless clearly shows ite character as a
popular, workers' Government. Night
work In bakerles was forblddem, the sys-
tern of Anes, this system of legalized
rabbery of the workers, was abolished.
Finally, the famons decres was lssued
according to which all factories, works
ang] workshops which had been abandon-
eéd or stopped by thelr owners, were to
he handed over to amssciationa of work-
ora In order to resame production. And,
as if to emphaslze 1ta character as #
truly democratie proletarian Government,
the Commune decreed that the salaries
of all ranks In the administration and
the government should not exceed the
pnormal wapes of & worker, and In  no
case should dexceed 6,000 francs par
FRAT,

ANl thess measures showed witn suf-

fleicnt cleprness that the Commune wiea
g deadly menges to the old world, found-
el on slavery and exploitation. There-
fore bourgeois spclety could not sleep
peacefully so long as the Hed Flag of
the proletarlat waved over the Parls
City Hall. When at last the organized
foree of the Government had managed
to defent the poorly organized forces of
the revolutlon, the Bopapartizt genetals
who had been beaten by the Germans
and who were brave only when fighting
their defeanted counirymen, these Frénch
Eennenkampfs and  Meller-Bakomelskya,
organlzed such a slanghter as Parle had
never known. About 30,000 Parlslans
were killed by the fericlous soldiery,
abopt 45,000 were arrested and  many
af these were afterwards ezecuted,
thonsands wers Imprisoned or exiled. In
all, Parls loat about 100,000 of its sons,
including the best workers of all trades.

The bourgeolsle were satisfied. “Now

we have fnlshed with Soclallsm for a
long time,” sald their leader, the blood-
thiraty dwarf, Thiers, after the blood-
bath which he and his generals had ar-
ranged for the proletariat of Parls, But
these bourgeols crows cawed In  valn.
Six years after the suppression of the
Congmuone, when many of fts fighers were
aiill pinlng In prlson or In exilé, a naw
workers' movement rose in France. A
new SHoclallst generation, enriched by
the experlence of helr predecessors amd
no whit dlscooragd by thelr defeat, plck-
a#d up the fag which had dropped from
the hunds of the fighteras of the Commune
angd bore It boldly and confidently for-
wittd, with erles of : “Long live the soc-
{al revalution! Long live the Commune!™
And a few years after that, the new
workers' party and the agltation ralsed
by it throughout the country, compelled
the ruling closaes to releass the Impris-
oned Communards, who were atill in the

This hourgeols coalition, supported by
Bismarck {(who releastd @ 2 hundred
thopsand French soldlers who had been

hands of the governmeant.

New Trotsky Series on
Germany Starts Next Week

Begloning with the next l1ssue, The
Milltant will print extracts from com-
rade Trotsky's new hook on  Germany.
The book has just arrived and 18 being
translhted inte English, The table of
contents are: Demoeracy and Fasefsm;
The Soclal Demoeracy and the Poliey of
the Lesser Evil: The Iialian Experlence;

The Communist Party and the Working
Class: The Unitad Front Poliey (Funda-
mental Prinelples) ; The SBoviels as 0r-
gans of the' United Front; The Russlan
Experlence; What Is Centrism; Buroera-
tie Centrism (The International Stalin
Faction): The 8. A. P. and Tis Fuiure;
Brandlfr, Urhans and Others; Economle
Struggles and Trade Union Unily; The
Polltleal Mass Strike, Workers" Control
of Productlon; From Defensive to 0Of-
fenaive,

S ——
workers of France but by the prolelariat
of the whole world, for the Commune
did mot fight for any loeal or narrow
mational alm, but for the fresdom of
tolling humanity, of all the downtrod-
den and oppressed. As the foremost
fighter for the soclal revelution, the
Commune has won sympathy wherever
thers Is a vroletarlat struggling and
suffering. The ploture of lts life and
death, the slght of & workers' govern-
ment which selzed the capital of the
world and kept It in s hands for over
two months. the apeciacle of the herole
gruggle of the proletariat and fts sof-
ferings after defeat—all this has ralaed
the spirlt of milllons of workers, aroused
thelr hopes and attracted thelr sympath-
iea to the side of soclallam. The thuf-
der of the cannon In Parls awakened
the most backward strata of the prole
tarlat from deep slumber, and  every-

.

where gave impetus to the growth nri
revolutionary Socialist propaganda. This
1s why the cause of the Commune did
not dle. It lives to the present day In

every one of e
The canse of the Commune ls  the
aocinl fevolution, the cansé of the &om-
plete politienl and economic emancipa-
tion of the tollers. It I8 the cause of
the proletariat of the whole world, And
in this sense it {8 immortsl,
Hl-huhua‘ﬂmta, No. 4-5,

April 28 (15), 1911.)
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Results of the German Elections

Gains of Reaction Serious Warning against Stalinist Policy

Last Sunday's presidential electiona in

Germagy were breathleasly wntched by o
world torn by economic crisis amd ap-
prehensive of socinl convolslonz.  For
the bourgecls philistine, for the addict
of parlinmentary cretlni=m, the elections
constitute a falt accompll, an eslnbligh-
ed fact. Thus, for ilstance, the  Atner-
fean press, in its comment on the re-
sulta of Suonday's poll, sees a declsiva
repulalon of Faselsm and a permanent
victory for the “Ilnberently conservative
character” of the German people.  TTif-
loe's inability to muastor a larzer vote
than Hindenburg to them spells Hit-
ler's  defeat. For the revolution:
ary, for the Marxist, the elec
tione constitute merely a gaogge of social
and politleal developments, It Is there-
fore only natoral for os to  gard the
bourgecis press comment with o grain
of skeptleiam, With them, it §s a case
of the wish being the father of the
thought, ‘The Ameriean bourgeoisie
fears soclal unrest, abropd ns well as
at home. worae than the pest. An ad-
vanee of Faselam can only mean an owk-
break of civil war in Germany. To hush
awiy the chimera of soch a eipll war,
ita press prefers to overlook the facts,

To be sure. Hitler only  rallied 11,
S00.000 vobes to Hindenburg's 185,000,000,
HBut when we eongider that the Faselat
gain amounted to some 5000, vobles
more than the 6400000 they received o
the Relchetng elections Inm 1830, and
when we look at this faet objectively,
dispasslonntely, we cannot fall to come to
the conclusion that the elections reflected
a trivmendons and absolutely © menncing
advance on part of ‘the Fascists, To be
gure, it appears that the Fascists have
vory little resonrees left for  forther
progress by purely  legal® means. The
perentage of their vote ls considerably
lower than in the partial elections in
1931. Bui that only lncreases the pro-
bability of & foreefol abtempt =t the
gelzure of power by the Hitlerltes, The
viry character of the soclal composition

af the J‘]itlﬂr camp, the fact that it Is

aubject to vielent Auctuatioos in political
santiment makes the thought of a'pesce.
fnl” growing into power of the National
Socinlists lmprobable. Mo one knows
thia beiter than Hitler himself. It is

Alfter the Massacre in Detroit

The militant mass funeral of the Ford
mazssere victims reglstered the angry
answer of the Detrolt workers to the
winton murder of last week, The vic-
tima wore lald to rest with fall prole-
tarlan honors. The Impowing fonecal
march lent further emphaslia to the grow-
ing working class demand for unemploy-
ment rellef.

In this automoblle capltal the curse
of pnemployment has become particular-
ly. acute, It Iz openly admitted by the
eity authorities that the joblesa ranks
are growlog. In this respect the index
prepared by the Detroit Board of Com-
merce gives lominating fAgures. It re-
pordas a recent drop to a present low of
B4.6 per cent of what was considercd o
normal monthly employment average of
100 In 1923-19250 for the whole working
population. Io the month of February
thiz yvear there were HLO0 less employed
in Dwstroit than the same month a year
ago, With no unémployment relief, save
for the seant charity crumbs, the work-
epe” conditlons bhave become ever more

desperate, Stark misery and starvatlon

Remember Our Prisoners

One af the surest tests of the revola-
tlonary qmllﬂu of & workers' organi-
zation I8 Its attitude toward the working
class fightera In the prlsons of the class
enemy. Hemembrance of the elass war
prisopers must take a practical form-
unceaslng struggle for their liberation
and material provision for their prison
needs,

Comrade Morgenstorn and Goodman
have a speclal claim on ns becanse they
area our own pesple who have been vle-
tlmized for thelr fight for our cause
Thelr claim oo the members and sup-
poriers of the Commuonlst Leagne iz all
the stronger hecaunse they have been de-
gerted by the defense arganizations main-
talnd by the workers for the benefit of
all ¢lags  war prisonére—the T, L. I
Therefars, 1ot ua take care of oor own!

The Milltant deems 1t a doty to open &
prison relief fund for the benefit of our
comrades. Our readerzs are  requesied
to send contribpgifons to this fund oo
The Miliant, 34 East 10th 3t., New York
City. Ttemized reports of all receipts
af this fund will be printed regularly
and the procesds forwarded to the com-
radea In prison.

day, March 181!
GERMAN ELECTIONS"
A

Frl

“THE
Lasctura by

SAM GORDON

FI‘ha'memnrr of the fghters of the
Commune 18 not only honoured by the

at the LABOR TEMPLE

have invaded their homes,

Of coorse that did not matter In the
least to the antomobile kings,  Their
copeern 18 for profit only., But the work-
ergs slowly began to learn that, frst of
all, they must sombine (heir eforta and
definitely present  their  demands  for
rellef. In this they followed Commuanlst
leadership, and correctly ao. The de-
monstretion on that memorable Monday
came to the Ford company to present the
unemployed workers' demands  through
a commilttes elected by them. This is
the éessentia]l background of the Ford
ma=gacre: the terrible seoprge of un-
cmployment and the articalate demand of
tha workera for rellef,

Tgroughout the eountry unemployment
2 on the Inerense. It iz to be expected
mpod hoped that the workers everywhers
will also realize It an inereasing mens-
uwre the need of combining thelr forces
inm the stroggle for relief, No amount
of bhrutal soppresslon can overcome fhe
unemployment conditions. Yet the Ford
massaere ang (he planned persecution of
the Communizt Party show how the capl-
taliat rulers aim to answer the work-
cra’ demands. ‘This only shows the need
of Intensified efforts and bétter organi-
gation of the movement for the demands
of the ynemployed. For thls the respon-
pibility rests pelmarily wpon the Com-
munizt Party.

Tho Detroit workers at LE.-:- funcral de-
moenstratiop have glven a militant ans-
wer fo the massacre and the threats of
further parsecution. That answer should
be emuleied elzewhere. There will be
growing possibilitics to swell the move-
ment of protest. This will enhance the
opportunity to breaden the movement for
unemployment relict,

In regard to this we have emphasized
over and over again that nothing short
of the correct application of the onited
front tactic will suffice bulld a real move-
ment of the masses for unemployed re-
liaf, Compelled by pressure of clrcum-
stances, the A. F. of L. union buresu-
ecracy has given lip service to the ldea
af federal uwnemployment relief. ‘The
bareavcrats, fat and satisfled, do not
mean 1t: but for the rank and file mem-
bership, it is n gquestion of growing
vital lmportance. That contradiction
lays the ground for a concrete united
front approach to the whole of the
itrade unlon movement.

Mow, more than ever, the Communists

have an opportunity to make that ap-
proach. The right of workers to assem-
ble ln peaceful demonstralon, so brutally
violeted at Detrokt, 1s one additional is-
sue. It should be presented in the form
of a definite onited front proposal to the

trade unlon movement,

only natural to assome that Hitler will
aet accordingly. The mengce of FPase-
fam homgs more heavily over the hend of
the Gerpgan worklng class than eéver.

How did the working class forces fare
In the electiona? The enly working elass
candidate In the feld, the candidate of
the Communizst Pary, Erost Thaelmann,
received a totul of <0500,000 out of the
ST 0000 wotes cust. ALl In all, a galn
of some 350,000 over the 4087000 votes

pnited front againgt the menace that
was directly threatening them, against
Foszelem. Both social demoeratic and
Communist workers had fallen n  the
slaughter brought about by the Nazls in
gheir punitive expeditions into Bropns.
witk., both reformist and revolationary
workers were victimzed In the dally at
tineks made upon working  clags  meet
ings, gronps and colenies, It was  only
natural for the workers to feel the nec-

the Communist Party recelved in 18630,
When we compare this gain with the
5,000,000 gain of the Fasclsts, when we
keep In mind the fact that Thaelmann
was the enly working class candidate in

the field—the soclal democrats renounc-
ed o candidaey of thelr own I favor of
the Hohenzollarn Field Marshall—and
finally when wa conslder the sharpness
of the economie situation, we can only
adgnit that the Communist candidate
snffored a disnstrous defeat {n Sunday's
eloctions, That i the bare fact. The
entire import of this fact mnst he real-
fzed by every Communist fichter, by
every sincere revolutloniat. The lezson
of the election must e bropght home fo
the olass contelous  workers  the con-
cluslons must be drawn from 1t before
it Is too late before the declzlve blow has
been atruck,

The electlon defent of ‘Thaelmann
doea not meap a defeat for the working
class, a defeat for Communism. That =
not decided by election, that 1z declded
in open stroggle, In the factories, in the
atrects. Tt does mean a debacle for the
Htalinlst policy of the German party
leadership. It should serve s o wWarn-
ing to all serious and devoted worker-
Communists in the ranks of the officlal
party. Tet us review the facts, The
Hindenburg - Broening - Groener regime
has been represented- in the eyes of all
German workera, the soclal democratic
ma well as the Communist workers, as
the dicatorship by ecmergency decred, As
the government of Inecreasing  misery,
of wage-cuts carrled out by cabinet or-
der: of the reduction of unemployed In-
anranee to the polnt of starvation; of
the abrogation of the most elemenary
working clasa rights; of the introduction
of MNatlonal Hoclalista Into he army. Mo
worker conld pessibly overlook these
furts,

The Hacin]l democracy, wversed In the
ways of working class betraydl, called
upon its followers to vole for this regime
in the presidentlal electionz, neverthe-
legs, More than that. it was actually
able to rally its followers behind this
hunger-regime almost to & maun. That
Is astonishing at first, but it must be un-
derstood, Why did the social democratic
workers vote for Hindenbarg? The soc-
inl democratie misleaders called apon
their worker-followers to vote for Hin-
derburg a8 the “lesser evil® against
Fascism. DHd the soclal  demecratic
workera actuslly belleve that thia reglme
of hunger and starvation for the work-
ing clasa will fight against Faselam?
Hardly, Why, then did they neverthe-
lesg vote for Hindenburg? They voted
for Hindenburg because the situntion
spemed hopeless to them, L3l it wn=a
the only cholee left to them outslde of
the united front of the working class.

Whose fault s it that the proletarian
united front wes not  established? Can
the soclal democeatic leaders be expect-
&d to establish the ypnited front. Never,
Their entire composition, their character
s luckeys of the ogapitalist class, as
apents of the capitalists within the ranks
of labor, makes such a step on thelr
part unthinkable, Yet, what all the

eralty of fighting first and forermost
against this danger.

The task of creating a united front of
active struggle agninst Fasclam could
only be earrled out by the Communists,
by the révolutionary party. It was the
duty of the Communistz to farce the
aocial democrntic lenders, alrendy under
pressure from thelr rank and file, Into
thiz united front, to put them to the test
before thelr own followers. That was
duty elearly devolving upen the revolu-
tlonary party from the gederal situation.
What did the Stalinlst leadership do fn-
gtend. It rejected any united front what
goever with the “social Fascists”™ and
called upon the socianl damocratic work-
erg to Join the “Red united front onder
the leadership of the Communist party”.
By the rejectlon of the Lenlnlst concep-
tlon of the united front, the Htalinist
Central Commitee of the German party
pepelled the reformist workers, left them
helpless in the face of the treacherous
machinations of thelr leadership, It
wig in this manner that the soclal re-
formista were able te swing the bulk of
the German proleatriat bebind the can-
didacy of the Bruening hunger regime.

The result of the German presidential
elections fs a warning against the ne-
farlous tactle of the German Stalinites.
If it is not heeded, the working cluss of
Germany faces disaster. If it is taken
Into pecount, the tactle must ba changed
Immedintely. More than that, the theory
af “aoein]l Fasclem™ which iz the sourc
of a1l these disastrous developments,
must be uprooted. It s this theery,
which throws all opponents of the rev
olutionary party Into one pot, without
dlstingulshing between them and with-
ont exploiting the varlous conflicts among
them: which bears all the earmarks of
the Lassallean theory of the “single
reactionary mass” condemned and refiat-
ed by Marx in his “Criticism of the
Gotha Program™; it is this theory that
has loft a trail of confusion in the minds
of the Communist militants and one of
disaster in the development of the class
atrupele.

The maln danger seen clearly by every
worker In Germany today Is the Fagclat
danger, §s the Hitlerite danger. Every
worker regards thls question as one of
lite and death. The Communist party of
Germany must realize this fact, W It is
not to pursee itz road to destruction, 1T
the working class of Germany s to avold
extermination at the hands of [ITitler's
hutchiers,

The tremeéndous vote rolled up by the
Fagelsts last Sunday, far from heing a
sethaek for the Nazl forcea, s only a
gtep In helr march toward the selzure
of power, toward the open attack agalnst
the proletariat. The coming weeks and
months will no doubt witness more dar-
ing and mere Impudent assaults upon the
workers' organizations by the Fasclsts
than ever befors, The workers are
bound to feel the Hitlerite cudgel even
more sharply than before. Thelr reac-
tlona toward the threat and thelr feel-
ing for the need of working class unity
are going to be much more profound In
the future. The tactic of the united
front will be on the order of the day

more than ever. —=SAM GORDON.

workera really desired was o fAghting

The three marine workers, who have
been confined in Tombs jail since last
Movember In the New York “Dynaimite
Flot™, went to trial Monda® in the court
of General Sessloms, Division 1. The
firet three days were consumed in the
cxamination of prospectlyve jurymen,  As
the Militant weni to press, eleven jury-
men had been selected and the defense,
conducted by Peter L. F. Sabbatine and
Jacoh Fishman, bhad exhausted nineteen
of 1ty twenly peremptory challenges,

The prosecotion concentrated its objec-
tions, in the selectlon of the jury, on
all who had beed connected with the
Inlor movement in any way or who wers
readers of Iabor or liberal publications.
The plan to pot the dynamiting charges
over on & wave of red baltipg was in-
dicated in the detalled questioning of
every one called for jury service as to
his acquaintance with or knowledge of
the varlous radieal labor organizations
af the Indlvidoal memberz of the Marine
Workers' Teefense Committee, which [=
copdueting the defense movement in be-
half of the prironers.

The defendants are members of the
Independent Tldewater Boatmen's TUn-
{om. The charges against them have

New York Marine Workers
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bor, and a number of workers’ organiza-
tlons, Including the Communist League
of Ameriea, joined forees In the Marine
Waorkers' Defense Committes to provide
thelr defense, On Saturday the defense
Committee {ssued a new appeal for the
golidarity and support of the workers
on the eve of the trial and ecmphasized
the need of funds for the legal expenses,
ANl readers of the Militant are urged to
respond to this appeal and to send funds
to the Marine Workers' Defense Commit-
tes, 52 BEast Tenth Strest, New York,

——

——
Next Week's Forum

On Frlday, March 25 at & P. M. com-
rade Cannon will speak at the N. X,
open forum at the Labor Temple on
Marxist History and Bourgeols Criticism
—The History of the Russian Revolu-
tlon and Its Crities, The lecture wiil
b an ormnl review of comrade Trotaky's
work snd roviews of It which have ap-
peared ln the press

NOTETO OUR READERS
For technieal reasons, we have been

foreed to postpone the finnl Installment
of Rakovaky's artlcle on the Flve Year
Plan antll next week,

hean expossd o f consplracy against un-

{on organization in the New York har-

—THE MILITANT.




