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Trotsky Answers Some Fundamental Questions

Gives Views on Problems of Communist Movement in Soviet Russia, Europe and the United States
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struggle againsg the Stalin regime.

(uestlon: Do you stlll regard the pre-
sent phase of the Bolshevist revolution
a8 “Thermidorian”, and has your view
as expressed In your aufoblegraphy been
borpe ou. by evests sloce your depart-
ure from Soviet Hussia?  Answer: I
bave pever said that the present stage
of the revolution was “Thermidorian”™
The historie copception of Thermidor
has a very definite cootent: it means 4
completion of the fArst stage of a vic-
torlous counter-revolution. A Thermi-
dor in the U. 8 5. K. could mean noth-
Img eise than the coming Inlo  power,
although at Arst In a semi-disgoised
form, of the bourgeclsie, and consequent-
1y & breakdown of the October revolution
1 have never, at any time or anywhere,
said thatg ihe Octuber revelution bhas
broken down. This opinilon is persist-
ently aitriboted to me by the Stalin
presz for purposes which bave pothing
whatever to do with the interests of
truth. What I have asserted uod o
assert lg that therea hus Erown ap ob
the basis of the October revolution a
powerful buresucratic stratum In which
both sicilve and passilve Thermidorian
tendencies are very strong. However,
thelr victory iz still far off. The opposi-
tlon to these tendencics consists of a
gtruggle for the independence of the
Communist party, the trmle unions and
the sovicts and for thelr vigilant con-
trol over the bureaucracy. This opinion
was nob formed by me alter my exile
from the Soviet Union; on he conirary,
it was the canse of my exile. A bur-
gaucrncy does not tolerute any attacks
upon its commanding role. The danger
inherent in the Thermiderian tendenc-
em of a bureaucracy was peblectly
clear to Lenin. He gave warning against
this danger in his last speech at the
Eleventh Congross of the party in 1922
My last conversatlon with Lenin was de-
voted to this guestion. Lenin proposed
that I form a bloc wih him against
that bureageratism, the focal point of
whirh he considered, and I also, to be
the secretarinl apparstus of the party
led by Stallp, Lenin's second limens
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Sunday’s Elections

in Germany

{Continued from page 1}
capitalist. Hindenburiy as the latter
candidate, supported by the extreme re-
actlonary parties, signifed the monanehy
hovering over Germany. The E, C. C.
1. then wrote correctly poioting out Lo
the German Communist Farty 1lth ¢on-
gross, held July 10th, 1925: “The 1ith
congress of the Communist Party of
Germany must frankly admit that the
party committed an error by not follow-
ing the advice given by the Executive
Commitieg of the Communist Joterns-
tional after the first presldential ballot
and before the election of IHindenburg,
namely, to algnify to the German social
demoperat that the Communlats wers
prepared o withdraw thelr candidate in
faver of the gocial democratie candidate
on certain conditions. Sueh errors anod
delays are unforglvable in polltics and
alwaye eostly to the party of the rev-
olutionary proletarciat.”

Germuny 1925 §a, of couwcse, wot Ger-
many 1932, Today there & an objective-
ly revolutionary situation in the coun-
try: Today there ls the yet more serlous
and more direct mepace of Fascism
hoevering over Germany. Today 80
migeh more iz the gquestion of working
cluss unity, of a united front from oT-
ganization to orgunization, from move-
ment to movement, of workers  wnder
social democratic leology and those of
Communist ideology against Fascism,
the vital Issue of the moment. It is
not yet too late. The German prole-
tariat 18 still in & powerful dghting
position. 1t has created @& powerful
Communist Party; but the supreme need
is for the party to understand how to
apply this essentlal united front tactic
on o genuine and honest basis
GERMAN LEFT OPPOSITION
AFFEALS TO FARTY FOK-

UNITED FONT POLICY

This our German comrades of the Left
Opposition have already proposed in a
very conerete form embodied In its ap-
penl to the official Communist Party im
addition to putting forward a worker's
united front presidential eandidate also
to erente (1) Committess of Action com-
gleting of representatives of factories,
trade unfons, political groups and other
workers' organizations,

{2) A Joint Council of Action to be
constituted at o congress of delegates
from these Committees of Actiom . . .
to représent the proletarinn oonceniTa-
tion. against the concentration of the
renctionarles.

{3) The congress must be organized
in sdvaoee as the proletariao counter-
parllament in the event of a Fasclst
Relchstag, or agminst an exirn  parlis-
mentary or parllamentary Fascist gov-
ernment,

(4) The congriss must
tasks concretely:

{n) the preparation of the general
strike to prevent the selgure of power
by Hugenberg and Hitler;

{b) the formation of one common,
nmon-party workers' defenee corps;

(¢} the elaboratlon of a common min-
frrum program with regard to the next

ateps to be taken iy the Committees of
Awtion,

golve three

—ARNE BWABECK.

prevented the carrylog out of this plan,
Bocialist Sueckss, Prepiare Ground For
Weakening of Buresoeracy
Question: Is there need of modifying
the Communist dictatorship in Hussig
and how sghould this be modified? Ans-
wer: This gquestion ls clogely bound up
with the fArst two, The economic sle-
cesses, It 1s needless o say, have greatly
strengthencd the Soviet Unlon. AL the
gpame time they have greatly weakened
the positlon of Btalin's offlclal apparatus,
In this there I8 no contradiction. In the
first place, it Is perfectly olear to all
consclons elements of the population of
the Hoviet U'nlon that the successes In
the sphere of Indusirinlization and col-
leetivizntion became possible only  be-
cause the Stalin bureaveracy came up
agninst the resistance of its  prolege,
the kulak, who refused to asurrender his
grain to 4he State, and thos the bor-
eaucracy was compelled to take over
and carry out the program of the Left
Opposition, Stalin has dealt with oor
program in moch the same way that the
freedrader MacDonald has deali with
e protectionist  program  of  Joseph
Chamberlain, who also in his time was
eruelly beaten at the polls. Today Cham-
berlain (I mean the father, mot the som)
is in any case more popular in Eng-
qand than MacTionald. To e Sure,
Chamberlain died long age. But  the
prinelpal leaders of the Russlan opposi-
lion are alive. Rakovsky in  DBarnaonl
iz attentively following all the processes
of industry and politics in the Soviet
Union. A second and still more Impor-
tant cause of the weakening of the Ho-
vlet bureauwcracy lies in the facet that
the econombe successes have greatly
elovated mot only the number of the
Russiagn workers, but alsa their enltural
level, their confidence in  their own
powers and thelr feeling of Independ-
ence, All these fraita are hard to rechn-
oile with a bureaucratic guardianship,
Nevertheless, the Stalin apparatus o
ita struggle for dominanec has carried
the bureagcratle regime to it utmoat
pxtremes, 1 want especially to emphas-
ize thiz fact: the ecomomic sUGLESSEs, AR
frequently happens in history, have not
strengthened but, on the contrary, un-
dermined the position of the ruling
siratum, 1 conslder important changes
in tha methods of the Soviet regime ab-
solutely inevitable, and that, too, in the
rather near future. These changes will
involve a blow at the dictatorship of
the Stalin bureaueracy, and will indob-
{tably clear the road for o fourishing
of Soviet democracy on the foundations
Inid down by the October revclution,
Prediets His Party's Eelum
Question: Do yon look forward to
your return to BSoviel Wussin¥? Under
what conditions would that be possible
and what wounld be vour program? Ans-
wer: | think that the above-mentloned
changes will make pogaible and  inevit-
able g return of the Left Opposition to
active work In the Soviet Union.
For Support of Bruening?—A Stalinist
Slamier!
fiuestion: Yeu have been reported as
urging the Comemunisis in Gemmany  to
support the Bruening Government as a
meana of staving off the victory of Hit-
leriam—Is that true? Why do you con-
glder the prezent polley of German ¢0m-
munlem erroneons?  Amewer: Dispatches
o the eoffest that 1 have urged the Ger-
man Communlsts  to support the Gov-
erament of Brucning are, of Course,
false, The Stalin press has attriboted
this plan to me, and the idea has been
taken up by journalista who Jdo mnot
understand the situation, I proposed to
the CGerman Communists to carry out
the poliey of the so-called United Frond.
The Communisgts ought to propose 1o
the Bocial-Democratzs and (o the trade
wafons led by them a program of cooper-
atlve, practical stroggle against the at-
tiick of the FPascista, The Social-Dem-
ceritle masaes quite sincerely desire to
wage such a struggle. If  the leaders
refuse, they will compromise themselves
in the eyves of thelr own masses, If
the leaders agres the masses, In practic-
al actlon, will go beyond their leaders
and support the Oommunists, One must
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Railroads & Strike Policy

(Continued from pago 2)
ficiency™ and cooperation with the com-
pany policy have been put iote  effect
with the consent of the labor officials.
Htoglpigeoniam la encouraged by the so-
called merit mark system. Wage cuts
have .been voluntarily accepted by the
labor leaders for the health of "our In-
dustry, or for some other egually fool-
ish excugse. Strikes have been called on
a number of small roads and beom Deg-
lected and permitted to drag on aimless-
ly for years and finally forgotten. No
attempt was made to spread these strikes,
Ao they could be won. There was no
picketing, and cam were delivered to
apd recelved from these siriklog roads
by unlon workers on other lines. AR &
matter of fact, the class eollaboration
policy has practically wrecked the rail-
road unions and their only function at
present is to eollect dues from the mem-
bera for the benefit of the salaried of-
fAcials,

However, there 18 & marked reaction
manifesting Itself among the members
agalnet this cooperation and sorrender
policy and slgns are pointing to  the
tormation of a growlog organized min-
ority in the railroad unions who will
proner or later be able to relegate the
15,000 dollar-a-year buresucrats, with
their cooperation polley, to the political
dung heap.

—4A. B

learn to make use of disagreements in
the camp of opponents apd coemigs,
Only with & policy as flexible gs this s
It possible to rise step by slep to the
top. Strategy  Involves maneavers as
well ar assault. I have not the slgh est
doabt that the German Commuonist
party, in spite of the resistance of the
Stalin bureamwracy, will learn this sir-
tegy, through which alona bolshevism
was able to win the power In Kussia.
The Present Crisls: Its eMMects on
Europa and Ameriea

o Jpuestion: What is vour view of the
present world ceovemic crisls and s
implications for the prevalllng social
order? I} you still look for world rev-
olution as a likely consequence of the
erizia or do you believe that capitall=m
may surmount the grizsiz and enter upon
a perled of stabilization? What would
be the situntion of Hoviet HNussln  in
event of stabllizatlon?  Hues oot the
world economle erigiz placed HBoviet os-
gla beforc the need of revising her own
cronomie policles? Answer: The present
economie erlais le an indubltable expres-
glon of the fact that world eapitalism
has outlived §tself o8 o system. ‘The
gquestion of the historle date when It
will be replaced by another system will
be decided, of course, in differcot ways
for different conntries, and especially
for diferent parta of the world. Pre-
gent-day Europe has no way out. Even
though the sutematic working of the
Ilawa of the market lead to a softening
of the erisls In Burope after o year or
two, the crisis will return again in a
comparatively short time with redoubled
foree, The peoductive forces are, belng
sltrangled In the national cells n.l‘ Eur-
ope. The dilettante plan of AL Briand
for an union of Furope has not emerged
and never will emerge from the labora-
tory of the chancelleriea and edHorind
offices,  The tuling classes will cure the
erlsls with a forther economic decima-

tion of Burope and a strengthening of
protectioniam and  militarism,  Tinder

these circomstances I see no prospect of
8 general stabilizatlon of European cap-
itali=sm.

Question: How do you view the posi-
tion of the United States in (he present
wirld sitoation? Amswer: I think as a
result of the present crizis the pre-dom-
imance of American dover Buropean capi-
telism will grow still more pronounced.
In the same way, a8 a result of avery
crisis, you see o growth in the predom-
inance of the bg coterprise wover the
emall, the trost over the lsolated wun-
dertaking. However, this  Imevitable
growth of the world hegemony of the Tn-
itew] Btates will entall further deep con-
trudictions both in the economy and in
the politics of the great Amerfean Repu-
blic. In asserting the dic atorship of the
dollar over the whole world the roling
clags of the United States will inlroduce
the contradictiong of the whola world
in o the vory hoasis of e -own dominenee,
The cronomy and the politics of the Tn-
Hed States will depend more and more
directly upon erlses. wars andgd  revolu-
thoms in all parts of the world. The
poaition of “obzerver” cannot long be
malntained formally. 1 think that Am-
erica will ereate the most colossal sys-
temy of land, sea and air militarlam that
tem of land, sea and alr militarism that
can be imagined. The conclusive am-
orgence of Amerlen from ifs old “pro-
vincialism,"” the struggle for markets,
the growth of armoments, and getive
world policy, the experiencs of the pre-
gEpt erisis—all these things will inowvit-
ably intrdowces deep changes into the in-
ner life of the Unlied Btates, The em-
ergence of o labor party is inevitable,
It may begin fo grow with an “Amer-
fcan tempo” leading to the Hgquidstion
of one of the two old parties Jjust as
the Ldberals have disappeared in Eng-
Lanal.

To sam it up., you must say (he So-
viet Umnion will be Americanized techni-
cally, Europe will either be Sovietized
or descend to barbarizm, the United
Blates will be Buropeanized politically,

The Communists and th¢=Agrarian Crisis

(Continued from page 3)
first coneentrated in the developlng eitles

and later, with the development of capi-
talism, reach out amgd Invade the coun-
tryaide as agricoltural workers almost
to the degree that capltallst production
subordinate agriculture and molds it to
its own liking, *“The advent of cnpital
ag an independent and leading poveer in
agricalture docs not take place gpenecally
all at ooee, bt gradually and separately
in various lines of production. 1t seizes
first not a=riculture proper, but such
linea of producthon as cattle raising, es-
pecially sheep raising, whose principle
produdet, wool, offers o steady surplus of
the market 'price over the price of pro-
duction during rising industry, and this
im not balanced wuntil later. This waa
the caze in England during the 16th Cen-
tury.” Marx: Capital, Vol 3, page 931)

In the first atage of production, s
forces work destructively agalnst  the
pre-eapitalist condition of - the unily of
agriculture and manufactoring,  But
once it has smashed this relationship, it
starts the process of unifying capltalist
industry and capitalist agriculture on a
new pilane, Developed  capitalism  lays
the base for the transformation of agri-
culture into a modern Industry, In the
negative sense this Is already accomplish-
ed In advanced Amerlca, but in the posi-
tlve semse It lp wob, and will not be
untll after the secizure of power by the
proletarint and the establisbment of the
soclnllst mudde of production,

The Agrarian Crisis

What is the relationship between agri-
cultuire and industry In Amerien  and
what ks the meaning of the agrarian
crisia? The agrarian crizia seems (o be a
permanent feature of American capltal-
iam, and loglcally so, because it is by the
phenomena of the econcentration of eapl-
tal {anod land ecapital is no excepiton)
that American copitallsm s further
transforming American agriculiure to ifs
own liklng. The centrallzation carries
with it a grenter diversification of the
divigion of social labor, with different
sectlons apecializing  in  different  food-
stuffs, even through diversified uses of
the soll, In order to rotate crops for the
greatest exploitation of the capital in-
vesbed.

“Tt g the notnrs of the capitalist moda
of prodoctlon to reduce the agricultural
population contimually as compered to
the non-agricaltural, because in industry,
{atrictly epeaking) the increase of the
conatant capital compared to the wvarl-
able capital goes hand in hand with an
abzolute incrense, though relative de-
crease, of the varlable capltal: whereas
——————— T —————p

Ynuth_ Club i ﬁ:ﬁviti:s“
YOUTH CLASS

A clgag Ip the A B O of Commuonism
will hold its first session Sunday, March
13, 230 P. M., at 54 E 10th St This
class has been arranged by the Spartacus
Youth Club. Comrade George Ray will
be the Ipstroctor. All young  workers
and stodents who are interested are in-
vited to attend. The Spartacus Youth
Club ftzelf will meet at the same address
on  Sunday, March 13, at & F. M. A
lecture by comrade Joseph Carter on
The Role of the Soclalist Party will be
glven. Extensive discussion will follow,

The program of discueslons for the
next few meetings are as follows: March
20, The Events In the Far East; March
o7, “The History of the Husslan Rev-
olution"—a discussion on Trotsky's book.

in agriculture the variable capital re-

aquircd for the exploitation of a certaln
plece of Jand Is decreazed absolutely and
eannot increase wiless new  land s
taken into cultivation, which implies a
still greater previous growth of the non-
ngriculiveal population,” (Vol. 3, page
T4T7). The cxpropriation of the peasantry
and handieraft labor as primitive  ac-
oumulation of capiial takes on new forms
in advanced capitalism with the ecom-
stant shift of the rural te the urban
population snd the debbandmorigape-
ridden farmers ever on the increase, In
the last analysts resulting in  driving
them o the land. And if they return,
to meturn Aaf wage laborera or lenants
in varied forma.
Effects of the Land Crisis

In other words, “healthy" capitalism,
carrying out the capitalist process of cen-
tralizatlon, concentration aml accumula-
tion, creating laws the capltalists cannot
control are doing nothing more nor less
than i3 necessary for a capitalist sys-
e, Where the “logieal” gee the weak-
ening of its agricultural base and point
there to the “agrarian revolution™ in an
advanced conntry orf to a "“"“Workers and
Farmers Government™, the fact remains
that the opposite s troe and the weak
apot in fhis process manifests itself in
another sphere of capltalist production.
Im fuct, the foarther fearing down of out-
lived ngricoltural relations and  the

mokling of them to capitalist liking is
neced=ary o sirenglhon this “industry”
that hns always lagged beblnd “he gen-
eril development of industrial ¢apitnl-
i#m, MThe agrarion erisia  in  Advanced
countrits creates [rictlon and steam o
be let off. Bat ta weankenlng efect ap-
on eapitallem 14 expressed primarlly in
the industrial base of advaneed coun-
tries. It transforms a declaive seclion
of the farmer class Ioto  agrieolieral
workera. It shifts the dead welght of
the conntry to the top heavy weight of
the clty under capltaliam, swelling the
proletariat from two angles. It forther
socinlizes the moede of prodoction and
with it, the contradictbon of accumoia-
tlon and capitalist appropriation. It
disorganizes the whaole world division of
labor, =haking up not anly the Internal
relations hetween agriculture and Indo-
stry but also the external relotions ke
tween coloninl anpd  lmperialist  coun-
tries, in fact all of the contradictions of
town and country as such,

The American farmer, since thé war,
has overproduction of feodstuffs and raw-
material In every line but cannol sea
his own overproduction, and only points
to the tremendous overproduction of the
coloninl regions, a necessary develop-
ment and encouragement of industry un-
der imperialism—resznlting in the orea-
thon a whirlwind presure from all sides.
“It 18 precisely the rapidly growlng eul-
tivation of =och pralrie or steppe dis-
telets which of late turna the renowned
gtatement of Malthus, that the popula-
tion *presses upon the means of aab-
gtitence”, Into ridleole, and has created
the reverse of it in the complaint of
the ngrarians, who wall that agrienltare,
and with it Germany, will be rulped un-
less the means of substitence which are
pressing upon the population are kept
ont by foree. The oultivation of those
sleppes, pralrles, pampas, llanos etc,
is only In Itz boginnings; ita.révolution-
ary effect on Furopean agriculture will,
therefore, makeé itzelf felt later on even
more than hitherto” (Engels, Vol 3,

page T86). (To be contioued)
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« The Strategy of the World Revolution »

The Strategy of the World Revolotion
(Part | of the "Criticlam of the

Diralt Program of the O, 1.

Ly Leon Trotsky

Published by the C. L. of A, Opposition)
New York City, 1831

This important document which was|
originally the second section of the Crit-
leism of the Draft Program of the Com-
munist International was published im)
the Umnited Htates by the Left Opposl-
tion mearly a year anid a half ago. The|
reagon for itz poblication subsegquent o
the appearance of the two oiher sec
tlons of the eriticlsm (published as The
Dieaft PProgram of the Commuooist Inter-
nutional, A Criticlsm of Fundamentals)
wis, @5 I8 related in the introduction,
its complete suppression by the Stalin-
Bucharin bloe ao that the American
Left Opposition was totally unaware of
its " exldtence. In the four years since
it waas written, fap from baving dlmin-
ished in its uweefolness in relation to the
developments of the world revoelution, it
has, on the contrary, becoms more valpa-
ble, particularly when revolution ls again
being placed on the order of the day in
Huropse,

Trotsky on the Character of Our Epoch

Without uynderstanding the pature of
the epoch In which we live, the manneér
und tempe in which events unfold thew-
selves, the enormous weight of the sab-
Jective factor In  accelerating, precipi-
taling, or retarding changés in the (n-
terpational situation, and withowt draw-
fng the strategieal lessong from the rev-
clutionary convulsions of the post-war
poeriod and the Russian revolution,
repetition of the defeats of the world
revolutlon are unaveldable, It iz pre-
clsely upon these crucial guestions that
the program of the Communist Inter-
gational fails to give an adequube ans-
wer, “Without an extensive, peoeral,
diglectical comprehension of the present
epoch a8 an epoch of abrupt  turns,”
writes Troisky, "a real education of the
young parties, a correct  strategical
leadership of class siroggles, & correct
application of factics and a sharp and
bold right aboui fuce at a turn of the
gltuation, Is impossible. Angd it is just
at such a turn thet in two or three days
often decldea the destiny of the world
revolution for years to come'

Evenis in Germmany areé now cOOverg-
ing toward such & decisive polot. For
thiz reason the lessong of the deleat of
1923 which Trotsky suceinetly reviews
in thisz pamphlet agsumes extracrdinary
timeliness. The German party was un-
able to reorientate iiself toward mobil-
fzing for the selzure of power in 1323
after it had been directed by the Third
Congress toward the conguest of the
mu=sed through daily work in the trade
winicus, in parliament, In factories, In
the press aod se on, The parly was
confronted with what Troteky calls the
erigsis of we rvevolutionary  leadership
on {he eve of the transition to aromed
uprising. Elements of the leaderabip
afd middle layers of the party suceumb
tg the furlons assaults of bourgeosls pul-
e opinion, to its material and ldeolo-
gleal terror, and vacillate at the moment
the party ‘must procesd unhesilatingly
into the armed straggle,

After the opportue moment bhad been
missed in Germany, the Comiotern lead-
ership ibstead of recognizing that, as o
result of the defeat, they Wwere ocon-
fronted with a new slage in which it
wis necessary (o retreat, to consolidaie
oes positions, te wage defensive strug-
glea, entered upon & policy of wltra-Left
adventurism, 1t was at this time in
1924 that Stalin declared: “The soclal
democracy s an objectively more mod-
crate wing of Fasclam," Hut it was oot
until 1920, when the “third perlod”
swept in that this original Idea of 3talin
Fipened inbe the dourishing theory of
“gnrial- Faselsm®.

The Illusons of the Anglo-Hussan

Committes

Hewever, the “Leftism"” of 1824 soon
converted [self into fta  opposite, the
peried of the opportunism of the Right-
Center Blog. Here Trotsky examines
the mistukes committed by the Stalin-
Bucharin leadership in the maneuvers
with the Anglo-Russian Commilites, The
Left Oppogition condemnped the policy on
the Angle-Hussisn Commiliee not be-
eause it {8 opposcd to the uniled front
tactic, as the KRight wing stupifly as-
gerts, but becavse of the illusions with
which it wns invested. “The Anglo-Kos-
slan Commities was j_'.H."'I"Et'lf.HI not a8 A
purely epizodic Blee of leaders that
would Inevitably have to be and would
be demonstratively broken ot the Arst
serious test in order to compromise the
General Council. No, not only Stalim,
Bucharin, Tomsky and others, bot also
Zinoviev saw in it a long-lasting ‘friend-
ahip'., an Instrement for the systematlce
ravolutlonization of the English working
masses, amd if not the gate, at least
1he threshold of the gate over which the
revolutlom of the Engllsh - proletarist

Alfair

Young Spartacus

YOUTH AFFAIR

On Saturday, March 36, at 8 1P M.,
a youth affair will be held at The Mili-

tant headquarters, 84 Kast 10th 8t, for
the benefit of Young Spariacms, youth
organ of the Left Opposition. All eom-
rades are assared of & good time. There
will be dancing, entertainment, and re-
freshments. The affair 8 belng held un-
der the auspliees of the Spartacus Touth
Club. _
FOR INFORMATION
ON THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

READ YOUNG SPARTACUB

would stride” Stalin copceived the blo
A% f means of preventing military lnter-
ventlon of the |mperialist powers in the
Hoviet Union.

The chapter on “The Mapeaverlst
Character of Revolutionary BSlrategy"
flluminates a tactic that has been sys:
tematically abused by the HRight wing
aod deeply confused by the Ceutrlsts,
Trotsky with scathing irony ridicules
those corps of maneuver speclalists who
imagine that Ly maneuvers they can
solve all the blg questions of the class
struggle. “Unce and for all it musg be
impressed that a maneaver never  de-
chdes anything in gréat matters . . . A
correct maneuver can ooly facilitate the
decizion by giving the possibillty  of
gaining 4ime or of attaning greater re-
sults with smaller forees, Dlﬂ'ltu}LtiFJt
in principle, on the contrary, cannot be
overcome with the aid of a maneaver.”
What should be the attitude poward the
so-called ally? “In & maneuwver, one
musl always proveed from  the  very
worst assnmptions with regard to one's
adversary to whom concesalons are made.
or With regard to the doblons ally with
whom arrangemenis are concluded, sosd
not from the Lest, It must be constant-
ly borne In mingd that the ally can per-
haps Become an enemy by  tomorrow.”
And abowve all, in every mancuver the lno-
dependence of the parly muost be main-
tained.

Trotaky devotes a chapter to the gues-
tion of the party regime, In a  thor-
oughly dialectionl manner he analyses
the guestlon of gronps and factlons with-
in the party., shows wwler what condi-
tions they arise, and under what condi-
tions they are absent: analyses the
question of Bolshevization anwd leader-
ship, the relation between the O P &
15, and the parties of the West. After
#ll the monstrous perversions on these
bagle questlons by the buresucratle ap-
paratus it 18 indeed refreshing lo  read
theze lines, so loeld and so Marxian,

—. K.
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Lectures on the History of

the Communist International

On Wednesday evoning, March 16th at
B 1% M., comrade Bhachtman will give
the second of his serles of clght lectures
on the History of the Communisi Inter-
national, This lecture will deal with
the first congress of the International
held im 1919, Comreades and aympath-
izers who Intend to atiend this lecutre
wonld do well to rend "“The Muanifesto
of the Alescom Intermatlonal®” which was
algned in Moscow fn March 1919 by com-
radle Lenin, Trotsky, Platten, Zinovicey
and lRokorsky.

A Serles of Elght Popular Leclures
by
Max Shachtman

March 168th—The Founding of ihe Mew
International

The First Congreas—I1819

March Z3rd—The Twenty-One Condit-
tions of the International

The Hecond Congress—I1020_

Mareh 30th—The Struggle for the Con-
quest of the Masses

The Third Congress—1I921

April 6th—The Last Lehinist Congress

The Fourth Congress—I1622

April 13th-—The PFirst Victory of the
Right-Cenirist Repction

The Fifth Congress—I1924
April 20th—The Triumph of the Epl-
EOnes

The Slxth Congresa—19028

April 27th—The Fulure of the Third
International—¥What MNext

at the
LAROR TEMPLE—14th St and Ind Ave,
at § I, M.
QUESTIONS and DIBCURSION,
%1 for the courss
Admission 15¢ per leelure

Gl;iur's National Tour

In the west comrade Glotzer’s national
tour has met with saccess as well as
with gome diffcultics. In BL Louis the
mecting was held In the main pablic
Ibrary hall with befter than 1040 workers
in attendance. This atiendance glves
testimony to the growing Interest  in
Communiam dizplayed by thoe workers
there, Thia became further evident in
the discussion following the lecture with
many gquestlons pddressed to the speak-
er touching upon the fondamental pro-
letarian problema,

In the mine fleld of 1linols comrade
Glotzer mot some difficulties. Our most
netive comrade ahd to be away from the
preparatory work to take part in: negotl-
ations of the union scale committee. In
addition, and most important moch in-
timidation alresdy exista amongst the
miners, further inténsificd by the latest
Communist persecutions. Under  auch
conditions, as could be cxpected, the
meetlng became small but nevertheless
gave an opportunity to discuss some of

the workers' problems with  the Jive
wires present.

There weore additlonal diffieolties in
Kansas Clty which were alse of the

character hitting the Communist move-
ment as 8 whole. Qur comrades wers
actually unable, even after much effort,
to aecure g hall. -The mesting therefors
had to be held in & private but spaclous
house, It was the same house where one
of the existing unemployment counclls
meet. While It is located a good deal
out of the way there was nevertheless
an attendance of aboot 40 workers who
took eerions part in the gquestions dis-
cussed.



