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The Economic Month

Further Decline in Production and in Workers Living Standards

P

In attempling o give a  brief econ- @lmilar period. New

omic analysis of the past few months,
and a progoosis for the immediate :Ill-i
ture one shouwld observe the following
tremds. First, the actual fgares on
production and general business activ-
ity (stesl, cotton cloth produétion, shodds,
car leadings, electric power production,
bullding, ete.) of course, adjusted for
peggonal varlation. Secondly a  study
ghould be made of commodity pricea,
Nao break in the declinlng curve of gen-
eral buslness activity can be expected
unless s brake can be applled to the
precipitant fall of commodity prices
Capitalists will begin to replace worn
muchinery, and invest the easlly obtaln-
¢d credit In pew Industry only  when
they feel that they will not be eonfront-
ed with thelr competiors purchasing in
March at a reduced rate the raw ma-
terfals thet they purchased in Janbuary.

In connectlon with the actusl commo-
dity prices, one should attempt Lo esti-
mate the actual stocks on hand, of raw
materials and of manofaciored goods,
(guantity, oot valpe is the factor to be
looked for—mosl estlmates are of pre-
gent depreciated value, not of quantity).
In sonnectlon with this item one should
also examine the Agures for constroc-
tion contracts awarded and bulldiog
permits granted. Alse imporiont, abe
new capital Issucs. These of course
indicets purchases to take place in the
Immediate future. Thirdly, the comdi-
tion of the working ¢lass, in the form of

wage cuts,. numbers  employed,  total
wage, etc., ete, should be considered.
Fourthly, there should be taken into

conslderatlon any specinl iems that may
have arisen, sich a8 the recent goverh-
mgng measures, or any  special  large
gcale measures planned or advocated by
any specific industry. Under this last
heading shoald be incloded ony meas-
ures that heve some bearing on  the
gabject, but do not properly fall under
any of the above headings. The above
procedure, although not advocaled B o
rigid plan, should succesd in glving one
a briefl yet general sketelh of the eco-
nomie condition and  immediate pro-
specta of the country.

To sum -up the economic developements
of the past dwo months, one can bat
sy, that as yet there have appearod no
digng of @oy imumediate revival, The
months of Japuary and Februury con-
tloued the kaleldoscopic decling Iln pro-
duoction begun over two Years ago. The
ateel industry which ordinarily shows
an improvement during ¢he frst quarter,
cofitinued to perform at about 26 e ZT
per cent of capacity., The  hoped-for
rlse In steel preodoction to be brought
on by an Incremse im automobile pro-
duction failed to  moterialize, Decanse
of the lack of Improvement in the pro-
duction of new cars, The index of auto-
mobile produection declined from a high
of G2 for the first week of January, to
one of 365 for the last week of Feb-
ruary. Despite the streaming headlines
to the contrary, Ford has oot yet be-
gun any substantial production. Freight
car loadings and electric power output
phowied similar declines, the lvtter grop-
plog doring the two months’ period from
an index of 222 to one of 216, registering
a rate of decline much greater (Han
that of the past two years as a whole.
The latest reports of bullding activity,
gne of the most important indestries of
the country, showed no beltering of its
present paralyzed condition, the figures
evey showing an agegravation of the con-
ditlon of the industry. The New York
Times comblned weekly index registored
a pew low for the depression in the last
weak of February, The index is now at
B0.8 as agalnsy 60 for the beginning of
the year.

The only flgures reporting  increased
activity of a substantizl noature bave
been those of shoe and sotton cloth pro-
ducticn. In the peodoction of eolton
cloth, the rise from an index of 91 in
the first week of January to one of 96
for the last week of Febroary, had
merely an aggravaoting efect upon the
market, the gales in no way being able
te congume the Incressed preductlon.
The stocks on hand increased, and de-
spite the temporary rise in price brought
on by the Bhanghai cvents, the price
trend contlnued downward for the per-
iod. (An Interesting featore f{o be lo-
vestigated in this so-called consumers'
industry, is the recepgt statement made
by the Mew York Colton Exchange Ser-
vige that 40 per cent in yardage and 60

per cemt  in oweight of all the cotion
goods produdced go inte  industrial
usea ).

Commodity prices tempoearily stead-
lel im the thHimd week of February, the
only bresk In the two months' period,
failed to keep their galns, and  agaln
reglatered a decline for the fioal week
of the month, The Anmallst index drop-
pod from 95 to the low of 914, In the
fuctors connected with commodity prices
noe signs leading to t(he belief that a
bottom has been reached can be seen.
Although comprehensive figures are dif-
fleult to obiain, one iz led to bellave
that stocks on hand of manufactured
goods still remain wvery high. Tha ae-
cumuletion of raw materials is growing
g0 rapidly as to become threatening for
some Industries. Crop estimates for
the coming year indicate even greater
vields than the present year. On  the
field of building activity the hoped for
increase remained in the wishing stage.
The flgures of this year are runoing
about 30 per cent below those of lasi
vear. For both contracts awarded and
buliding permits granted, one 18 forced
to pee the words of the MNatlonal City

Bank Bulletln, “lowest by far'* for any

industrlal capital
issues (& portlon of which smma will
be weed for the purchase of goods In
the next few montha) have been con-
splewous durlng the month of February
by their almost complete absence.

The first two months of the year
tarked a continuatlon and extestion of
the general wage slashing campalgn,
this time attacking the organized indu-
girles, namely rallroada apd pullding
trades, A horizontal 10 per cent wage
cut to gome 1 SHWGMEY workers employed
by the railroads, will reduce the total
wage for thls group, for the coming
year, approximately by 200,000,004, The
proposed 25 per cent cot In the bhullding
trades has thia pecullar feature ot-
tached to It, mamely, that the great
majority of the workers In the industry
ara already roceiving much below  the
geale.  The proposed oficlel wage owis
can but mean, net  the adjustment of
woges to 25 per cent below the present
acala, (which In many <¢ases wounld
mean an actusl wage incresse) but -
ther & further reduction of the already
reduced prevalling rate of pay.

Accordidng o the latest available re-
pora of the Department of Labor, the
number of people emplnred continues to
decline ; the total wage pald decreasing
even more rapldly, Thus the drop from
December to January for factory em-
ployment was from 7.0 to 663 whersas
payrolls declined from 558 to 524
This ever widening spread between
the +two corves merely Indicates the
results of the wage ecdting campaign.
The worker fortunsie to be kept on the
payroll s finding less and less in the
pay envelope each wesk.

Asn gpeclal emergency miasiares, the
past +wo months saw the birth of tha
two migh heralded banking measares,
the HReconstroction Fleance Corporation
and the Glass-Steagall Bill, {(In con-
nection with our article on the Glass-
Bteagall bill, a misleading sentence,
ereplt in, due o last minute revision.
The sentence reading, “But how can
anyone hall as epoch making, o bill
that does nothing but make legal that
which is actually taking place”, should
bave been concluded, “namely, the con-
tued withdrawal of gold by foreign
connfries."y The entire attempt to In-
erease commodity prices by Incrénsing
the avallable money o elecalatlon  is
based upon the false assomption that
it s possible to inject into the process
of circulation, additional money desplbe
the fact that bosiness does oot desire
the additional swms. The bankers have
vat to explain how the possible increase
In currency will resplt In an actual in-
crease.  Were the government actually
able to inject new money Inte clrealn-
tlon, then this wounld be a factor In
tending to bring about a temporarvy rlse
in prices. But 4he present measares
are violueless in  this respect. Astual
buzlness eonditlons are the determin-
ing factor, and mnot the efect of money
io elreulation. Summed up in the words
of Marx, “prices are not high or low,
bhecause there iz more or less moeney 1o
cirenlation, but on the contrary, there
is more or less money In cleeulation, be-
canse prices are high or low.” The com-
plete  futility of the present currency
measures & summed up in the above
gEnteme.

The danger of Amerlca golng off the
gold standard (inflafion B the satdict
sense of the term) becomes grester
dally. Gold contivues to be drained
from the country. In the first month of
the year the total decrease of gold
gtocks was 37 million, while for Feb-
ruary this sum had mounted to &7 mil-
lion, In additlon to the above there
exists the ever mounting deficlt of the
national govenment, which will pro-
bably reach well Into the threée billions
for the present fiscal year, unless new
tax mensures are rushed through. “The
negd o balance povernmental buodgets
of al]l kinds beginning with the Federal
Government.,” Thus reads the National
City Bank veport, expressing . in  thelr
words the fear of the stabllity of the
1. & pgovernment bonds, The financial
erlsis rather than being alleviated, 1s
facing much greater stumbling blocks.
Private German bomnds are now  belng
talked of, in addition to the publie debt,
in the dizcussions of defanlting, There
[z even talk here of a complete shut
down of the stock market. The frame
work of the banking system is rapidly
becoming weaker.

All in all, the conclusions B0 be drawn
are, that the prospects for immediate
ravival are  not  great. Unemployment
and the misery of the working elass
wlll most probably berome more Roeen
tuated. The guestlons of Immediaie re-
lief pnd of unemployment insurance
must remain st the forefront of owr
unemployment campalgn. Coneentrating on
these slogans, and in addition bring-
ing forward the: of the six hour
day, az  well as that of cradits to
the Sovict Unlon, the Communist move-
ment shonld attempt to rally aronnd it
the great masses of Wworkers who
more and more should become disillu-
sloned with the prospects held out for
them by the capitallst system.

—H .BTONE.
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ATTENTION. BOSTDODN!
“What Iz Europe Heading For?
Lecture by
Albert Glotzer
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THE MILITANT

Organization Notes

—

CLEVELANIy, OHIO. Our steadily
growing mailing list in this city has fin-
ally resulted in & bramch of the Lefi|
Oppisition now engaged in active work.
Reports coming into the office are to the
effeet that our new Jewlsh organ Unser
Humf found a ready response aod s
beiog quite well distriboted among the
Jewish workiog class readers. The first
active work is belng expressed in o sub-
stantial order for literature and for
additional coples of The Milltant.

For a long time there have boen many
sympathizers of the Left Opposition in
Cleveland., The several efforts made in
the past by party buréaucrats to break
gp our meetings arranged ot the time
for Cannon aond for Shachiman did pot
in the least deter the aympaihizers but
on the eontrary added to thelr ranks
Laat summer, comrades OClavke o
Stamm pul ih an active period of streel
speaking, Hterature sales and colléction
of Militant subscripfions. All  in  all,
this helped lay the foundation for a
oow active branch. This new branch iz
making arrangements for o meeting for
comride Glezer on his national tour
visit,

MINNEAPOLIS, MIMN., — Our com-
rades, always active in this city wtiliz-
ing their good working class conbacls,
are now ralsing - very [eodamental is-
sue growing out of recent cvents. They
took part in the Feb. 4 unemployment
demonstration held on Bridge Sgquare. As
la known to our readers, it was broken
up by the police wnoder orders of the
Furmer-Labor mayor, Anderson, Beveral
workers were arrésted and have  sinee
been sentenced to pay fines ranging from
210 to £256. The Farmer-Laborp, mayor ia
utillzing this convietion a8 o legal re-
inforcement of hiz threat that  there
shall be no more workers” meetings on
Bridge Square.

The official party, yet suffering from
the Third Peciod adventurizm, iz raisiog
the {ssue of the “right of the workers
b defend themselves and their  meet-
inga". This Ia mot the correct slogan
in smch @ siiuatlon where the fundua-
mental izawe of the right of free speech
ia involved. Ownr branch is eaising this
s the proper slogan recognizing also
ita much=broader appeal, D liné  with
this our branch is insisting  that rthe
Communist Torees take the indtlative in
calling a free speech conference to bring
organized mass pressure behiml the de-
mand. When prescnted in fhis  manner
the opportunity s enbanced to hammer
one more lesson home 4o the Minneapolis
workera, namely the one of (he troe

ral of the Farmer-Lahor Parly city of-

Hlands dn oeilbsing i capiialist mach-
ey oL ey Euverinenl b suppress L
wUrking cluss righls,

The alfuwneapols bravels iu addition to
its regular public activities, weetlngs and
lurums I8 wiso condguctivg & suody ciass
in Elements of Marxlsm, Slmoilarly the
Hrat steps have bedn taken for the or-
ponization of a youth clul,

ST. LOUIS, MO.—Our small member.
ship in this city has gained new recruits
to thelr ranks. In addition, it has estab-
lished convincing proof that althoough
small in nombers, active work will bring

regults,  Recently the branchk held o
subbesaful debate, well attended, in
which our comrade Roberts  defended

the Proletarian Dictatorship against the
celebrated Ameriean democracy. Thai
was a part of our regulyrly conducted
weekly open forum. Atiehdance at the
GIEIMI:' meting held in St Louis as well
asz ab subsequent forams testify (o the
fact that the worker audience found it-
self impressed with  onr presentation,
Uur 5t Louls branch has now glso tnken
the first steps toward the organization
of a ywouth club,

Our three months” subseeiption drive
i= on the wuay and already breings good
respronsge,  In subsegquent jssues we will
carry axact accounts of the responses
received, From opr early announep-
ments our supporters will have notboed
that we propose this drive as one moans
whoraby we can render peactical ald to
our press, (he kind of @ peacticel  aid

which alze gpells  inereased  financial
n=slstance. Banch assisinnees s VRTY
sorely meeded.

Thiz, however, s only one side of the
gquestion. The other, which is yel more
important, is the one of aerlously (ak-
ing up the task of extending the Loft
Opposition press, BEach step in our pro-
gram of expansion g0 far taken have
brought resulis in extended influonce
for the Left Oppozition views, The es-
tablishment of the weekly Militant, of
the Young Spartacus, of the Greek or-
gan, Communistes and of the Jewlsh or-
gan, Unser Hamf were the important
sbeps. The extended infloence gehievesd
has been expressed conerctely in many
instances,

Building of the Left Oppositlon press
iz the best means of further extending
ils influenee, It s a vitally important
means of building and strengthening of
the Communist movement as a whale,

HELP BUILD THE LEFT OFPPOSI-
TION PRESS!
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Railroads & Strike Policy

The Strike Weapon and its

Rejection by the Misleaders

O~

In the purely industrial disputes be-
teeen the bosses and the workers con-
cerning hours of work, wages and work-
ing conditions, the only weapon the
workers have to promote and protect
thelr Intereat with, Is the strike. In &
political struggle whersin the workers
aré alming for control of the govern-
ment, the strike can only serve as &
supplementacy weapon, as an ald or halp
in the general struggle for political pow-
er and control. But when workers or-
ganlzed in trade or Industrial unlons
fight only for belter condilions, or o
keep the wages and working conditions
they have, from being taken away from
them by the boss, then the strike is the
only weapon for elther offensive or de-
fenaive purposes.

Theretore, we think that without [l
lustrating thiz point further, the aver-
age worker will agree with us when we
malntaln that the strike Iz the only
weapon of the labor unions, and a good
ong at that. But good weapons can only
be used effectively when placed In the
hanids of individuals who Dossess the necs
espary skill and determination to use
them at the proper thme. And this ls
equally true about the sirike weapon.
Let ua note briclly how the strike wea-
pon and strike strategy have been used
by the leaders of the Railresd brother-
hoods In the last Aftedn years,

The lust time the Brotherhood leaders
ship made any pretense af  using the
sirike wenpon effectlvely, was during the
movement for the eight hwour day on the
railroads in 19148, Two sirikes  wWere
organized and came within a few hours
of teking effect (o bring about the eight
hour day for railroad workers. The first
strike waa called off with the ennciment
of the Adamson Elght Hour Law., The
raflrond owners took the Adamson Law
to the U. 8. Bupreme Court with a view
of having it declared unconstituational
Another sirike vote was taken and the
sieond rallroad strlke came within a few
hours of golng into effect when the Sup-
reme Court came out with a O to 4
declsion against [ts anconstitutionality.
It was necessary for the rallresd work-
era (o use the strike weapon (o squeese
the Eight Hour Law out of congréss and
it had to be used again fo sgueeze agree
ment with it out of the Supreéme Court
by the marrow margin of 5 o0 4 In

nelther case was the strike weapon osed
but it was ready for use if necessary,
and the strike weapon wag the thing

which furnished the neccssary llflﬂ"."}m_!ﬂ

United Front of Southern Miners Imperative

While miners in the Eastermn Kentucky
flelds eontlone toe Aght sporadic battles
for their existence the machinery of
“law and order” 1 getting ready to
Erind out more “justice”. During March
and April the remalning forty defend-
anta of the Harlan Couwly murdér com-
spirpey framce-up are fo stand  frial
Thelr case dates back to May 5, last
yvear, when during the Ewarls strike in
o battle, provoked by the company gun
thug, Sherlf Henry Blair, thres gunmen
and one miner were killed. Wm. Hight-
ower and W. B. Jones, president and
secretary of the Evarts local union, whe
wire the first defendants tried, are al-
ready serving the life sentepce Imposed
upon then,

Next to Harlan county, in  Pineville,
nine sirlkers and relief workers are
about to go on trial Indicted for crim-
innl syndicallsm, They have been hold
in jall ginee Jan. 4th. This frame-up
grew out of the strike conducted by
the MNatlonal Miners Unfon which be-
gan on Jan, 1st. The trinl which fol-
lowed closely wpon the heels of the dos-
tardly murder, by company gun thugs,
of Henry Simms the young Coemmunist
organizer,

Savagely wreaklng thelr vengeance
upon these coal miners. whe dared o
attempt to obtain betier conmditions, the
companies of northern  “clvilization™,
who own the mines, have outdone the
aouthern bourbona in viclous persecu-
flon, They found bigotted reactlon-
ary tools who counld serve to thelr lk-
ing, 80 much =0 that even the Hberal

writers from the Theodore Dreiser com-
mitter and the Waldo Frank committes
could be chased out of the feld Lramded

Support « Unser Kamf »

.The first three issues of Unser HKamd
pur grgan in the Yiddish Language met
with & wery favorable reception Aamong
all our comrades, sympathizers and
friends. ‘Eapeclally appreciative werse
those of our remders whose knowledge
of the English langoage ls limited. The
worker whe ! anzious to know abouat
the platform of the International Tefi
Oppozition, wanta to read about it in
the language ¢ kuows best,

The financial ald to make the appear-
ance of Unser Hamf possible, came from
branches, from gronpe and Individosis
But nevertheless the ald is still urgent-
Iy nesded. Very many of our adhérents
are vidima of the despgolog erials and)
caniol help to 4he ‘extent they would
like to, We know that at the first op
portunity those of our readers will
bring forth their contribation. A% this
time we are forced to appeal to évery
ome for financipel aid, The fourth issue
is in preparatlon—but to see the light
of day It meeds the ald of all our aym-

pathizers,

—UNSER KAMF.

as dangergus to the community. Ser-
vile ercatures of “law and_prder” like
Judge Jones and Bherl  Blair covered
themselves with infamy. This question-
able reputation does not, of course, make
the state of Kentucky an exception. On
the contrary, il merely  focusses the
class struggle there at the moment.
Yesterday it was PPennaylvania or West
Yirginia, today Kontucky, 0One mors
alajeet lessonm in the function of the
capritalist state forees,  Inecluding the
celebrated American frome up method,
as a means of  coercien  against  the
workera is recorded, The all imporiant
questlon 1s: To what extent do  the
workers frapsiate  these  lessons  into
practical endeavora to meet i
Supperi the Rellef and Delense!

In preparation for the coming trials
reports from Kentncky testify to the in-
creasing  persecution  and  intimidation
by company gun thngs of witnesses who
appeared at the Hightower-Jones trial.
Thropghont the fields down into Tennes-
aor, 40 which the strike has spresd; (he
hiyaterical rod seare iz belng kept alive
It 18 the cover unmder which the per-
secution proceeds, and, as so often  be-
fore demonstrated, the perfidious offi-
cials of the T, M., W, of A. (all that
fa left of that orpganization there) are
wirking hand in glove with the opeg-
ntors’ agents o crush unloniem. East-
ern Kentucky has long remained an un-
organized field. To keep it 80 is the aim
of this black horde.

The Impoverished eoal miners, eon-
atantly harassed by starvation, are mranl
now guffering further wage cuts bring-
ing the rate for day men down to 3200
a day. Help for both relief and defense
is sorely neaded. Thelr battle, although
still sporndic and not sofficlently organ-
lzed, I8 mnevertheless wrlting another
brilliant page in the miners’ history
for organlzation, This s what carries
a powerful appeal which should be heed-
od by the workers everywhere, The
Harlan miners defense a8 in the care
of the Genreal Defense Committee, 055
W, Lake 8t, Chicage, Ill. The Pine-
ville ease 18 in the care of the 1. T. I
T Broadway, New York. :

The atruggle of the EKentucky miners,
thelr strike for living conditioms, in g
vty large measure depends  upon  the
asslstance of workers elzsewhers, They
foee p powerful enemy, well organized ;
an encmy which hes becn enabled so
far to strike & blow at one section of
the workers at g time, inflicting defeat
upon ong section while the others were
kept at work under starvation condi-
tlong, The and fact §s thae they have
been able to keep these mine strikes
leeallzed. Omnly & short while age the
Penngylvania and Ohle miners were on
atrike led by the National Miners Un-
lom, Almoest simultanecusly  the West
Virginia minera went out uvnder thelr
independent union, These strikes were
imolated to thelr local fleldas. The re-

bellious Illinols minérg weére again

foréed back into submilssion to the TR
AL W, gentry. They are now  agaln
firmly inm eomrol in the Ilinods Aclds by
vritue of support from the operators and
the state forces whereas elsewhere in
the soft coal ficlds they have themselves
destroyed the wunion
United Front Necessary

There are, of course, as long as fhe
miserable conditlons remain and inten-
aify, bound to be new strikes, perhaps
many still on an isolated local seale,
There are bound to be new rebellious up-
surges whoere the U, M. W. gentry con-
trols. The rebel forces are  bound o
grow, They face a common cnemy, the
conl operators and their agents. Thelr
objectives are common. Surely the main
legson from all of the recent amd past
events should be one of common strog-
gle., And mo dowhy there will vet bao
one of common  struggle. And oo
doubt there will yet be opportunities te
fight for g, united front of all  rebel
miners aeninst the sommon enemy.

It is so alse In the very urgent mat-
ter of rellef for and defense of the
present victims of the class struggle in
Kentucky, There is vet no reason why
renewed ¢fforts should not be made to
establish a measore of unity in these
endeavors, We would not evep propose
that the General Defense Committee
and the I. T. Tk shonld be able to affeet
a direct unifheation. But for the com-
mon obljectives united front  activities
should be established. While that, how-
ever, I8 not so "ar belng serlously at-
tempted the appeal should be  passed
on o the workers everywhere bo support

the wvictims in both Harlan and Ploe-
ville Kentucky.
— ni——

«Young Spartacus» No . 4

The March bBsue of the Young Spar-
tacus, Vol. 1, No, 4, iz ready for dis-
tribetion Aand sale. Comrades  shodld
send in grders,
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ENTERTAINMENT
On Saturday, March 12th, the Unser

Hamf -Arbelter Club will hold a vetcher.
inka in the headquarters of the Opposi-
tiom, B4 Fast 10th Street. The club will
provide a bar and entertaloment, Ad-
misglon 1s 25c. All workers are invited
to mitend.

W iy the elght bour Jduy ioto veality
vl Lee ralirouds,

Siuce the Kight Hour Day movemeut
ln 1916, strike policy und strike strategy
has steadily drifted towards the very
bottom of bankruptcy and teday the
strike Is practieally discarded as u wea-
pon, in 80 far us the Brotherhood lead-
ers are concerned. Instead of teainiog
and organizing the rallroad workers to
use the only weapoy they bave agninst
thelr bosses, they have trained them to
cast It aside or to hang it up in the
closet and to keep it there. Instead of
keeplng the strlke weapon ready “amnd
in good shape, for use when necessary,
the Brotherbood leaders sign one pence
pact after another with the railroad
bosses, always and inevitably at the
expense of the workers, The recent
Chileage peace pact was just anolber ex-
ample of thiz bankrupt policy.

Btrike Policy ws. Cooperation Policy

The HBrotherhosd leaders, like pll la-
teor  leaders, are confronted with two
main alternatives; they must either fight
or surrender to the bozses, For work-
ers there I8 no escape from one of these
two processes. We are compelled by the
clreumstanees to choose one of  two
roads wpon which to travel, elther to
vletory op to defeat.  Since 1016, the
Brotherhood leaders have steadily kept
the railrond workera on the path which
leads to defeat. The sign posts which
directed onr leaderakip along this path
were such inventions as. The B, and O.
Cooperation Plan: the Watson-Parker
Law to prévent strikes in labor dispates ;
Class Collaboration Instead of Class
Atruggle; Iemce Pacts, Muotunl admira-
tion and cooperation between Rallroad
and Brotherhood Oficlals. These were
the slogans which were used as weather-
cocks to steer the rallroad labor move
meént towards the swamp of surrender
and defent. The Brotherhood lesders
chosa this road because it was a road
which offered less resistanes o their
rergonal interest amnd ambitions than the
road which led toward: organlzation, am-
algamation and well-led struggles against
the bosses.

In order to make if a little more cleat
to the ordipary worker as to why the
Brotherhood leaders adopted the policy
to cooperate wilth the rallroad manage-
ment instead of fAghting it so ws to pros
mote and- protect the rallroad workers®
interest, we will polnt out several things.
The Brotherhood leadership have organ-
imesd the rallrond workers into 21 sep-
arate craft potons, The same type of
arganization wWhich the Locomolive Kn-
gineers launnched at Detrolt, Michigan In
1868, And we atill cling to this owt-of-
date eraft system of orgunization, It
wonld be to the ralleoad workers' 1o-
terest to amalgamale these 21 useless
and  gxpensive eraflis unlons Intoe an in-
dustrial vnion, ot it would not be o
the best interest of craft union officials
to do sp. Thelr blg salaries separate

them from the rank and flle amd 50
the interest of the Brotherhood officlals
runz in the opposite direction from that
of the members, Therefore, we are not
ong unlon but tweny-one. [t wonld be
to the best interest of the Brotherhood
members to have fresdom  of  expres-
glom im thelr uniong so they eould ad-
vocate amalgamation, redoction of of-
fielal salaries, elimination of gag-lawa
amd secret work, but  this  would be
against fhe Interest of 15,000 craft of-
ficals like Robertson. They woant gag-
laws, wensored magazines, obligations
and secret work to barricade themselves
againat the organized eriticlam of the
rank and file. It wonld be for the inter-
eat of rallroad workers 1o have one
gtrong wnion for all workers in  the
railread indusiry ae they could better
protect and promote  thele interest
ngainst the bosses. It is agninst the in-
terest of the labor leaders to bulld this
kind of organlzafion and consequently
they cannot fAght the bosses and are
therefore forced to cooperate with them,
Bo, the way things stand in the raflrond
brotherhoosds teday, it I8 the desire of
the officials to avaeid at all costs strikes
and struggles because they hove not got
the kind of erganization needod to put
ap a successful strike and it §s against
thelr Interest to build one, and hence we
have the coosperation polley Instead of
the strike policy.

Thia cooperation poliey has had a most
destructive effect on the rallroad undons
ginge the rallroads were reforned to pri-
vate control after the war. Duoring the
war, under government control, when the
railroad owners weore reaping enormous
profits, the lower pald masses of raillroad
workers were allowed to organize with-
ot s¢rious opposition and thousandas of
shop and maintenance workers streamed
into the rall onlons. But after the war
profits wera over, and the roads return-
od to private control, then the onslaught
started on the unions by the rallroad
owners and the craft ayatem of organi-
giation simply crumpled. ‘The only thing
that was saved from the wreckages was
the Four Transportation Brotherhogdds,
whose leadera offered cooperation with
the bosses In return for the privilege to
collect dnes from the members of the
so-called “Blr Four”. Since that time
all the labor skates have adopted the
polley to cooperate with the bess in or-
der to keep their meal tlekets from be-
Ing completely destroyed. Most of the
shop workers have been permitted to re-
maln in company unlons for the last
ten years, Working conditions have been
gradually lost. Workers are belng sus-
pended or discharged for getting injored
while at work to save the company from

paying them snything.  Speed-up, “ef-

{Contlnued on page 4)



