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Sunday’s Elections in Germany
The Allignment of Class Forces in the Campaign Struggle

[ WHOLE NO. 107]

q»

Un Bundoay, March 13 electlons of en-
ormous historleal consequences are tak-
ing place o Germuny. Bebind these
electiong  gtands  (he mobilization of
forces to  dechde the lssac of  who
ghall prevail, Communlsm or Fasclsm,
Itz historical conseguence lles not 8o
much in the direct outcome as (o which
camdidate will win; but fn the expreas-
slon these elections give to the loe-up

amd the stremgth of the class forces In-
vielvied,

In its purely parliamentary aspect the
prisent lne-up represents itself as fal-
lows: To the Right the extreme reaction
of Fascists (Naxl) nationalsits and steel
helmets, in the Center the blov around
the candbdaey of Hindenburg of the
vurions capitallst center parlies and
sovial democrdacy, to the Left the Com-
minpnjsts,

Thus while the blurring of the class
lines & stlll expressed in the foct of
workers under social democratic intlu-
emce being awung into the camp sup-
porting Hisdenburg together with ouot-
rlght capltalist reactionaries the fwo
forces on either side of this  grouping
remain distinet, The strength of these
two [oTees will be declslve for the im-
tediate  fofuwre, Fateful iodeed will
this event be for the German workiog
clasa,

As to how declsive for the future this
coming recording of strepgth of class
forces will be i amply testited in the
pre-election compiigns.  There are  al-
ready the evidences of the conflict being
‘transferred ever more out of the purely
paclinmentary theld into sharp  street
battles. In this cespect violeoee against
the workers ls on  the Increase, Butl
there are alse the accompanylog hope-
ful signs increasing working class
unity ip such skirmishes against the
Fasclst reactlon. On the other haod
asclam s mow more clearly proclalming
Communism a9 ity real enemy.

THE WORKING CLASS
DIVIDED IN TWO MAIN GROUFPS

As already indippiled io this fafefal
situation the working class Iy still In its
mwaln aspect divided, by orgaunization and
by ldeclogy. Today they appear in two
muin groups under the, [or the aclual
gituation, rather sumptuons names he
“fron front” and the “red united froot”
In the former i locloded the trade un-
lons, the Social Democratic party, the
republican Helchsbanner and the labor
gportas grganizations. Thelr lesders
are the asoclal chauviolsts of 5 P, G
It has of course nothing in common with
o workers' lrom front, but represents an
attempt of the treacherous soclal dem-
ocratic bureaucrats to swing these work-
ers inte a servile support of the re-
actionary capitalist government of Hin-
denburg and Bruening—for the main-
talnanee of the capltallst system. Yet
these organiztions who make uwp the
“from  front™ embrace the bulk of the
German working class. The “red united
front” ia under the leadership of the of-
ficial Communist party, but unforten-
ately it is mot a wunited front. How
could It be with all the other workera
organizations mentioned not included.
The “iron fromt" embraces the workers
who are still under the inlluence of soe-
fal democratic ideology. The “'red an-
ited front” embraces the workers won
for the Communist [deology. A serious
divislon in face of a dangerously vicious
common enemy bent upon the destrug-
tion of all vestiges of working class or-
ganization,

The Social Democratic party boresu-
cracy is saboul to complete its course
which passed through deceplion and
trenson to complete depravity. No long-
er even useful to rule on behall of Ger-
man capitallsm they face the fival test
of abliity to sell the workers whom they
influence for Judas' silver. Their lead-
ership over s0 many years has brought
the ultimate result of cnormous retreals
for the workers of Germany, Today wiges
are ¢ut to the very bone. It 1z estimated
that 7 to & million workers are in the
ranks of the permanently unemployed
army, while starvation and misery
gtulka the land. The soclal democratic
bureaucrats have given up  their last
shred of pretense of fghting for a re-
form program. Thelr whole course of
abject gervillty is now reaching its cul-
mination in the fact that they have pre-
pared all the prerequisites for a victory
of Fasclsm. Bat that 18 alse thelr moat
gevere test, The workers are rapldly
extrleating themselves from their ideo-
logy and domination. The Soclal Dem-
ocratic youth has long shown dissatie-
factlon with their toleratoln policy.

GROWTH OF FASBCIST REACTION
A THREAT TO WHOLE WORKING
CLASS

In electlons held during the last couplé
of years throughout Germany the Fasg-
ist guing haey mounted at a dizzying

speed. That gives expression to  thelr
menacing strength, Moreover, in o rap-
ldly sharpening revolutionary altuation,
ita role uws the Aosl means of maicinio-
ing capdtalist role Decoaes =0 much
more  pronounced., Angd so it @ pow.
The Mawls can count on growlng nom-
bers of direet sapporters smongsi the
gréat monopoly lostitutlons,

Its troe character ag the darkeat foree
of reactlon, combining ity aime of bru-
tul working class suppression with a
philosophy of adopling pre-capitalist
forms of econamy, was expressed, per-
baps unwittingly, by a reporter of the
MNew York Times of March 1. In deserib-

ing the ceonomic program of the parties

to the Hight he said: =“All three groups
(Mazis, Nationalisiz and Steel Helmels)
fervently belleve Germany should adopt
& pollcy that they call ‘autarkie’, or
econemic independence. They admilt this
woutld be difieult, but think Germany i
the long run oould succesd in  culting
herself o from Western Kruope and
feeding herself from ber own lauwd with
the help of the Eastern European agrl-
cultural states. It would iovelve writ-
ing off parts of the wast capital Ger-
many bhas put inte her industrisl plant;
with & wview to followilng a course ex-
agtly opposite to Hooding the world with
mamufaciured goods. It would Invelve
an econombc revolutkon and a  terrific
strain on the nation.'"™

Here wi have, though not yet clear-
Iy formuolated, a theory of capitalist na-
tional self-suficiency with an 1lmplied
aspiration to become the spearbesd of
armed intervention for subjugation of
the Hoviet Republis. A return (o  pre-
capitalist forme of production aod ex-
change of conmodities, squeezed in with-
in pational boundaries. A return o
barbarisim with the “terrific strain™ (o

claga.
I3 THE WAY OUT THEOUGH
A FASCIST DICTATORSHIF

Toduy thers i3 no way for Germany
from her present economic dilemma on
a cupltallst basis, It exists within an
eveomrmically declinlng capitallst Europs,
ever more récélving the lmprint of be-
Ing put on ratlons in world cconomy by
the more powerful American imparial-
ism, German capltalism, after its re
stabilization following the events of
1923, has accomplished two successive
waves of ratlonalization of lta iundostry.
Existing within & declining capitalist
Europe sno oul off from ils former col-
onies, fts economic problems become
today that much more acuie. Even a
temporary relief for Germin capitallsm
through a Fasclst dictatorship could, of
course, only serve to further Inteisify
thess contradictions.  However, the
menacing threat in such a  temporary
way out for German capitaliam is the
slofster prospect of the ecrushing of the
German working class movement, aod
with that the enormous danger to the
whole world's working class movement
—above all to the Soviet Union and the
Communist International.

To German capitallsm, and to world
capitalism, the crushing of the German
working class and, In the first inatance
ita revolutlonary section, has alrcady be-
come a lifo and death necessity. The
German revolutlonisis must recognize
this fact. The ilssue is more thun ever
Communlam or Fasclam.

COMMUNIST PARETY FAILS IN
GREAT FOSSIBILITIES

What 13 the posltlon of the Geérman
Communist party in this situation of
menuscing threats? Stresuous efforts are
being made by the H, 1I'. bureaucracy to
swing the bulk of the working <¢lass,
undér the sumptoous nome of the “iron
front”, into support of the Hindenburg
candidacy, Into support of capitalisam
and, In its ultimate sénse, oo sUpport
of preparation for the Fasclst reglme.
Obvlously, thls latter aspect s not  yet
clear to these workers. They are belng
beld under the illusion that at the mo-
ment thelr support to Hindenbuorg will
offset the Fasclst advance. To what
extent and by what methods has the
official Communist party endeavored to
shatter thils illoslon?¥

Undoubtedly here was an excellent
opporfunity {o split the working class
forces away from the Center block of
reactlon now sapporting Hindenburg.
But that would pressappose the Com-
munist party genuinely offering a united
front embodying the serlous Immediate
objectlvesa of working class struggle,
There should even have been no objec-
tion 40 serious efforts to fod the com-
mon grounds for anlty around one work-
ing ¢lags candldate ss a means of wotil-
lzing these clectlons to further stem the
tille of Fasciat reactlon.

At the 1925 German préfidential elec-
tions there were three candldates, the
Communist, the social democrat and the

(Contilnued on page 4)

We are reprinting below an Inler-
view granted by comrade Trotaky
through the Intermediary of Simon
and Schuster, the Amerbean pualish-
ers of his latest work, “The History
of the Ruossian Hevolutlon™ to the

N. Y. Times.

The presentation of his  views—
which are those of the Interna lonal
Tt Oppozitlon—Iis here glven o oo
conclae and trenchant form, so that
every reader can ot ones gTasp T
penernl outlines of onr pozitlon as
well as the elementary causes  of
the struggle we are carrying on.

can readily serve as a sort of
gulde or key to the other current
writings of our comrade and {0 the
lterature of the Left Opposition as
a whaole,

Appraisal of Five-Year FPlan

Question: Will you give your apprais-
al of the Five-Year Plan and the eco-
nimie perspectives coofronting HRussla?
Answer: The guestion of industrializa-
tlon, and particularly of the Five-Year
Plan, was one of the chief polnta of
conflict between the Stalin faction and
the Left Opposition, to which I belong,
Up te February, 1828, the Stalin fac-
tion econsidered It nepeseary to rest its
power apon the strong peasant and re-
fused to compe] him fo make sacrifices
in the Intereat of indostrialization. The
very principle of planning was lnughed
at by the bureaucracy, "“"We depend
apon raln, not plans,” they sald. In
1925 I published a book, “Toward Cap-
italism or Soclallsm?” in which I proved
that with proper leaderahip Industry
conld show o M0 per cent yearly increasc

] these figures fantastlc and aceased
the Left Opposition of “superindustrial-
fem.” These curgory commentz oo the
history of the thing are sufficient to de-
monstrate my attitude to the Flve-Year
Plan; I consider it a gigantic step for-

rest upon the shoulners of the working| ward in the developnwent not only of the

Soviet Union but of humanity.

Question: Do yon believe that the de-
velopment of the Flve-Year Plan has
strengthened or weakened the possibllity
of bullding socialism in Soviet Russia
alme without cooperation along similar
lineg In the rest of BHurope? Answer:
This ralses the questlon about soclalism
in a single country., The Inevitability
of gocfullsm Mows historfcally from the
fact that the present productive foroes
of humanity have become Incompatible
not only with the private property in
the means of production but alse with
present natlonal boundarles, especially in
Europe. Just as medleval particolarism
hindered the development of capitalism
in its youth, so now at the peak of Its
development capitalism I8 strangling in
the limits set by the natlondl States.

Trotsky Discusses World Situation

or more, Stalln and Molotov consider-]

RICE 5 CENIS

Bocinlism camnet confing  prodoctive
forces o the Procrustean bed of nation-
*g] Htates. The Boclallst economy will
develop on the basia of an international
diviston of labor, the mighty foundatlons
of which have beén laid down by cap-
itallsm. The Soviet Industrlal construe-
thon ix, In my view, a part of u fuiure
Buropean, Asiatic and world-wide So-
clalist structure, and not an Indeépendent
natlonal whole,

Soviet Russis and the Capltalist World

(uestion: Will Soviet Kussia be com-
pelled to come to some sort of a col-
promize with Western capbalism, a=-
puming that she may pot be able (o pur-
ge & Socialist policy slngle-banded?
What form would sach a wmnw;m_'tfr-:a
assume?  Aoswer: The “compromise”
between the Soviet and the capitalist
syatema 14 not a question of the future
but of the present. It fa already a fact
teday, although not a very stable obe.
How will the Interrelations between
ihe Ispoluted Soviet Unfon and world cap-
itallsm develop? Here a concrete pro-
pheey 13 not easy to make, but in gen-
eral 1 should east the following horo-
scope: European capitalism ls far mear-
ar to o Sociallst pevolutlon than Lhe Sov-
jet Union is to o natlonal Socialist soc-
lety,

.. Question: What are the prospects of
Soviet Russia's relations with other
countries in the political field if esuch
a compromise proves feasible? Answer:
The Soviet Government i3 interested in
maintaining peaceful relations, It has
demonstrated its will to peace, und Is
still demonstrating It by every means at
the disposal of n  government. It I8
true that in Paris they consider the So-
viet proposal of universal disarmament
o proof of the belligerent intentions of
Moscow, and on the other hand the re-
fusal of France to take steps toward dis-
armament ihey regurd &8 a0 ex presslon
of her peaceful intentions, Followling
the same logic the French official press
constders the Japanese invasion of Ching
an fet of civilization, the Chinese riais-
tance p. barbarous wnect. Duorglars, ac-
eording to this logle, are not thoze wlho
break dnte other poople’s houses, buat
thoge who defend their ofvn, It is dif-
fleult to sconcur in this.

Atiityde Toward the Stalin Regime
Question: What 1s your abtipnde to-
ward the Stalln regloe teday and why?
Answer: To answer this question I
distinguizh sharply two different concep-
tioms: the Soviet reglme as the reglmd
of proletarian dictatorship oaond the
Stalin regime, which I8 a hureaucratic
perversion of the Soviet regime. It 08
with the aim of girengthening and de-

Starving

monstrating before his plant at
born, Michigan,

munlet League. Communist workers
ware in the first ranks of the struggle.
were the frst to be wounded,

The demonstrators, upon the call of
the Unemployment Councll of Detrolt,
were marching in orderly fashlon and
had intended sending up & commlitee Eo
the management of the Fond plant, to
present their demands, FPord, the ldol
of the post war social democracy And
all the other preachera of class colla-
boration, the symbal of “Amerieanien-
tion”, immediately ordered his gunmen
to pour lead Into the masses calling for
work and bread.

The whole horrld shape of “humane”
Amerlean  capliallam astands  exposed
before the workers of the world. The
“pacemaker” of modern industry and of
“ipdustrial democracy™, Wwhose hands
are dripping with the blood of milltant
workers, will become identical with the
darkest and most rosctlonary forms of
Cearlst despotism.

The herodc manifestation of the De-
troit workers, coming in the midst of a
general depresaion, will be a lght-house
of cournge to the milllonsg of unemploy-
ed workers all over the country in their
fight agalnst starvation. Thelr [earless
march, in the foce of tear-gas bombs, in
the face of ley-cold fire hosea and ma-
chine-gun fire will be an inspiration and
a atandard of battle for all those who
share their miserable fate under the
abominationg of the capitalist aystem.
The most powerfully developed indos-
try in the world and in history can
give the masses of the population only
what the blackest regimes of the past,
have given them: hunger apd lead. The
waorkers are waking up to the fact that
as long a8 the profic system, a8 long as
private ownership controls the means of
production, all technical progress can
merely serve to enslave them. That is

veloping the Soviel gysiem that I wage 8
{ Contlnued on page E]

what the Communists are out to teach
the workers, that is the conditien againsat

Ag we swing into the second week of
the drive it is posasible to report an @n-
couraging response on the part of com-
rades and sympathizers, Some expired
gubs have been renewed. Some Dew
onés have been sent In. At present the
record of rencwed and new subs k= oas
follows: New York—T7; Minneapolis—2;
Chicago—1: Miscellaneous—i. There is
alas one new bundle order for & Dow-
gtand to report. This is from Chicago
But this progress i3 oot  yet anongh,
More musl be Jone

What I= slready accomplished indic-
atez that if all our comrades and sup-
porters will put their shounlders to thae
whee]l we can make a success of the
drive. Certainly the objective sltuation
Iz favorsble. Workers are interested
gg never pefore In Communlsm. 1L can
be pssumed that a large working class
reading public exists, It I8 necedsary
to reach It

ways, First It {8 necessary to gel new

N.Y. Paris Commune Alfair

The members and sympathizers of
the Left Opposition in New York are
going to celebrate the sixty-first anniver-
sary of the Paris Communé on Baturday
evening, March 19th, at the Irving Flaza,
i5th St and Irving Plase. The ocle-
tration will take form of an entertain-
ment and mass mecting

Comrade Arne Swabeck, National Hec-
ratary of the Communist League of Am-

the Paris Commune™

An elaborate soclal program has boeen
arranged for. A chorus of forty Huo-
garian comrades will présent & number
of revolutlonary songa. A group of

ginal dances. We will alse have

freshments will be on hand.

This can be dome principally in two 1y tssuen of ¥ Spartacus. In  the

erica, will speak on “The Significance of | posters will be shipped free immediately

young female comrades, members of the
M. ¥. branch and the Bpartacus Youth :
Club, have been preparing several ur1-| gan be_seen that the renewal of explred
a|subs Iz o regular task.
plane recital and group Singing. Re- | ter notifies the braches in advance of

guba, The fres pamphlets offered GO
subseribers during the period of  the
drive constitute @ considerable reduoe-
tlon in the cost of a sub and are un-
doubtedly & strong Inducement. They
ghonld be nsed as sach, With ench $2.00
aub for fifty-two issues (1 year) Tha
Milifant will glve a paper bound copy of
comrade Trotsky's the Permanent Rev-
olgtlon: with each SL00 sub for twenly-

aly lssues (6 moa.) a eopy of part 2
of the Draft DPrograom—-the Strategy
ol the World Revolution by comrode

Trotsky! with each trial sub of .00
{13 issues) any one of our 10¢ pam-
phlets, In sending in gubs  comrades
shoyld specify the literature which goes
with them.

In addition to this, during the period
of the drive, comrades may offer a 3200
rate for a combined 1 year subscrip-
tion to The Militant and Young Spart-
acus. This will include Afty-two weekly
jssnes of The Militant and twelve month-

case of combined subs there Is no 1t
arature premium. Whenever a combined
gub laz sent In it should be clearly in-
dleated as sach,

The second way of increasing the sale
of The Militant is by Increasing the
bundle orders of branches, newstands,
and bookstores. And by Increasing the
pumber ¢f newstands which carey The
Militant. This ecen be dong more eas
lly now by means of the newstands
posters we spoke of In the last lssue,
I‘I‘hgm-. have been delivered by the priot-
er and come up to our expectations. The

upon request. It should be remembered
that we haven't too many. They should
| be placed only on stands and in stores
which carry or will carry The Militant.

A third method of boosting the sub
st s b¥ renewing expired subs. Every
week o number ren out, From this 0t

The nationl «en-

Press Circulation Drive

branches the national center notliles the
gubzeribers. These subs must not be
allowed to expire for want of attention
Their importance les in the fact that as
a loss they will offset the number of
new suba. As a politieal losa, of course,
they are even more lmportant. Renew-
als count as new suabs, Literature pre-
miums apply equally to them. They are
included In the standing given above

The thing to do now s to drive along
the three ways outlined above, 3ys-
tematie plans should be worked oul by
the branches, Every supporter of The
Militant should take it uwpon himself to
bring In ‘at least one new sab, or get
ope renewal, or get one pewstand to
carry The Militant, or better still all
three, Againsg the difflcult months
which lie abend The Milltand must be
put on a sounder financial -basls now.
Every effort muat be made to insure the
success of the drive.
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Laectura by
AERENE SWABECK

SSO0ONS OF THE
MAEKEERS STRIKE"

al the

Labor Templs
14th Htreet and Second Avenus

Friday, March 11, 1932

nt 8 P. M.
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION

ADMISEION: 25 Cents

Unemployed Workers Admitted Free
Ausplees: New York Branch Communist

| the expiration. Where we have no

League of Amerlca (Opposition)

Ford Tl;ugsMassacre

Workers

Police Give Workers Lead instead of Bread

_—.-.—_‘_—

On Monday, March 7, Ford's cossacksy which the Communists are the vanguard
fired on a ocrowd of jobless workers de- | ighters,
Ivenr-
Four workers wera
ahot and killed because they hod come
to demand from the apostle of “class
paace"—work, & chance to earn thelr liv-
ing. Among those killed was Joe York,
the district organizer of the Young Com-

Actlon Teaches Lessons

The workers can only learn from prac-
tical experience, from actlon. And it ia
in actlon that Communism shows the
workers most clearly what they are up
against and how they can overcome It
To earry out this histoeric task, the fore-
frong fighters of Communism have onge
mere proved their fearlessness, thelr
daring, thelr aluolote devotion to the
cause of the working elass, thelr utter
deflanee of the class cnemy. Joe York,
a vallant young Communlst warrior, has
fallen at the hands of the boss elasa,
The answer of the working class of
America (o the murder of York and his
thres comrades must be n more deter-
mined, & more tenncious struggle againat
the master class than cver. ‘The best
cluss vengeance for the murder of ouwr
fighters Iz—organization. The fAght for
which York and his comrades dled, must
e carried into every factory, into every
trade wunion, The whole proletariat
must be rallied for a militant protest,
the banmer of the Letrolt martyrs must
b held hlgh.

Every worker Iln the [nited States
kunows what hunger means, every work-
er knows what wage-cuts mean. The
heroie example of the Communists does
ngt pass them by uvnnoticed. But they
are still apprebensive, they are oot as
yet convioesd of the correciness of Com-
munist polley. The Communists must
take Into acoount the degree of conscl-
ousness of the masses. ln order to lead
them inte declsive struggles against the
clags foe, they must be prepared to go
with the mausses as far as the masses
will go at the moment. In common stpug-
gla with the working mussées they have
the best opportunity for winning them
over to & Communist line of actlon.

Eellef Struggle Growing

The massts are il present consglous
f the nesesalt of reslating further uao-
employment, further wage cuts, and of
wrenching from the capitalist class a
measurs of rellef for thelr misery. The
workers are still bound to their reform-
ist lemders by lnnumerable prejudices,
tradjtions and organizational tles. I€
they are to be bropght Into action, thelr
lemders muost be proessed  agalnst  the
wall, ‘The united front of working clasa
struggle againat boss misery must be
orgunized, That s the way o carry
the banper of the fallen Detroit fighters
ap higher. That ls the way for a sue-
cesaful advapce of the forces of Com-
munismy, That is the way of winning a
mejority of the workers for the prole-
tarion revelution

The Communist party has ones
more, as often before, been the only
party to show the oppressed aod explot
ted workers the way out, the road o &
fighting solution. It has onee more
shown that It is the only true party of
the working class, It has proved that
the workers are not golog to  remaln
pasaive before the onslaupght of the
bosses.

Government Persecution Coming

Already, the boss government {3 initi-
ating & ferocious campaign of persecu-
tlon against the Communist organlizera.
The whole frame-up syatem of capitalist
clags justice, with its “¢riminédl syndl-
calism”™ lows and other vicious devices
g bedng  set iolo  motien, The eatice
working class of the couniry must come
to the defense of those attacked like a
solld stope wall. Every worker's fate,
eviry worker's elementury right to exist-
ence, is at stake.

The Comununist party is calling pro-
test and memorial meetings all over the
couniry, It is the duty of every clasa
vonscious worker to stund Dbehind the
purty of bis class, and (0 demoopstrate
his aolidarity with & Agalnst the
bossea” offenslve, against government
pergecutlon, for the workers' right to
dejponstrate, for unemployment rellef
and unemployed insurance, Againat wage
ciats apd for the six howr day, fve day
weel. Against the imperialist war pre-
parations and for Long Term Credita to
Workers" Russla,

All ¥ew York workers will show thelr
golidarity with the Communist party on
Friday evening, March 11, af the Centra.
Opera House, @Tth Strest and  Third
Avenne.

Workers! Make wyonr protests against
the Dearborn massacre a powerfol des
monstration of soliderity that will sirike
foar fnto the hearts of the boases!

" Paris Commune Celebration Saturday Evening, March 19, at Irving Plaza




