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Proletarian Party Opposition

Some. Fundamental Problems of lts Future Course Discussed

i

The opposition Communists who wera
expelled from the Proletarian Party are
now faclog the important issue of the
pext step to be taken, This the group
proposes to approach through a natlon
al conferénce précesded by a discussion
That method is, of coursc, guite as [t
should be. If, in addition, the group
centers Its discussfon on the guestlons
which for Ity particolar position become
the most essential, it should be able
to further accelerate its development o
4 progressive dirsction.

Bo far this 48 already lodicated
In warloms vlews expresed by someae of
thess comrades. There have for exam-
ple, been tocorded, views In favor of
the organization of a new party. Io our
opinlon, the bullding of & pew party
oonld not at all be consldered a problem
facing this gronp, Morcovar, It wouold be
eotirely incorrect to et eoch an objec-
tive. For Commuonists, Is respect to this
gquestion, the problem is not the bodlding
of & new party, but the one of bullding
& single party which will embrace all
Communlets and which will be capable
of teaking up its serlops tasks. A sec-
ond question which alresdy occupled a
propdoent position from the Ioception of
this group was the ooe- of [ta further
attitade to the Proletarian Party. In
this respect it s true the group hes a
cértain Jduty to perform; primarily to
win the rest of the membership for pro-
gresalve development. As & third ques-
tlon arose the problem of approach bo
the working masses which are now mani-
festing slgns of awakening bechuse of
the effects of the crisis. It assumed am
added Importance by virtue of the en-
deavors of this group to get away from
the Proletarian Party sectarlanism and
its insistence upon a struggle for Imme-
diate demands,

For a Commgpnlst organlzation thls e
always & problem and particularly so
today. It s to be taken for granted,
g0 to speak. On March 11, 1880, in the
poriad of formatiom of the Second Inter-
natlonal, Engels wrote in a letter (o
Horga: “"The workers will follow those
that know what they want and how to
get it°. That, of courss, for a Com-
munist group, presupposss frst of all
that It definea its poinciple positlon and
etrategleal objectives. And eo it becomes
necessary to conclude that the maln is-
gue just mow confronting the Proletarlan
Party Oppositlon is the one of defining
its principle position, that is, its orien-
tationm toward the existing currents in
the Communist movement,

Bome Serlous Progress Already Made

The emergence of the Proletarlan
Party Opposition we have already char-
pcterized as a gennlnely progressive
step. It arose cut of a straggle agalnst
the séctarian sterility of the I*, P It
demanded revolutionary activity first by
inslating upon an attitude toward and
a formulaton of Iimmediate Jemands,
Conecretely, 1o the unemployment situa-
Hon, It proposed a struggle for mea-
gures of rellaf. It demanded a Left wing
polley for trade onlén work Dot to &x-
clode co-operation with the O P. in cér-
tln practical tasks, Pagtlcularly In re-
gard to the Communist Internationml—
and that g important—dld this opposl-
tion group demote its progressire direc-
tlon as distipet from the P. P. It recog-
nized the necesslty of functioning In rev-
olutlonary activitiea with the world Com-
munist movemant, simuoltaneously with
eriticiem of and- a fght agalnst the op-
portuniam of its leadership.

In this respect, the background and
origln of this opposition group assumes
conablerabls significance. The P. P.,
froom which it came, proclalmed (tself
Communist, As soch it ahould have re-
cognized that there can be only one Com-
munist party. It gave complete endor-
sement to the C. 1. and found no fault
wlth the Bitalin leadership, but refusad
o glve the allghtest recognition to, or
have anything but condemnpation for the
Amerlcan gogtion, Dts endorsement of
the C. I. pollcles and leadership shounld
have made obligatory wpon .0t to unite
with the officlal & P. on the soaditlons
jaid down by the C. [. But desplte lts
endorsement, it remained a second pariy
outalde the Cominternn It sodght to re-
place the officlal . P. In reality this
became the sharpest raflection of Ita sec-
tarlan sterility and ita narrow natlonal-
ist position. The remnants of the Prole-
tarlan Party may still endeavor to seek
comfort for this position in the natlonal
asocialism of Htalln; in the theory of Bog-
falism in ome country' but this, Instead
of helping in the least, merely emphas-
igen its contradiction.

an this groop of Communlst opposi-
tion comrades pow concelve of emulat-
ing the P. P., froan which It broke away,
by proposing to alse become a second
party—by bullding & new party? If 80,
it ean only become doomed to the same
gountradictions 1t endeavored to extric-
ats Ttself from. It can only remain sec-
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tarian, separated and isolated from the
Fovolutionary working class sectlon, Evi
dently some of the members of this group
have hopes of making the Workers'
League, organized by them, a basis for
@ new party. But what ls a pure and
slmple unemployment organization. Its
proposed program envisages a struggle
for upemployment rellef to be secured
excloslvely by levy on capital and large
incomes, with the elimination of the pre-
sent charlty character, administration of
the funds to Include representativea of
the lmkor movement and co-operating in
ita attainment wjth working class organ-
leations on the basls of the anited front
This as & foundation or a part make-up
for a pew party could at best only be
come a reformist one, despite the faet
that many good militants may be found
within its ranks. The Workers' League
should bé properly cooceived as o part
of & general united front anemployment
movement and as a bridge to the muass-
TR
- Will This Group Contlnue In A
Frogressive DMrection?

But let us agaln return to the vital
izsme of orlentation. - That there are
three distinet currents within the Com-
munist movement today these comrades
know and ascknowledge. The corrents
have their organlzed form'in factions
Can their group remain ldeologically in-
depandéent or neutral of these corrents
ond still remain Commuonist? Obvionaly
thig s quite imposaible. For the Stal-
Ini=ta, the problem appeara toe ba very
gimple—just dencuncs and columodste
the others without any appumentation or
endeavor to prove one - or  the other
wrong. Buot these comradea are not
mere Stalln puppets. At least this 1s
the very mothod to  which they have
taken exception. [Hence, there can be
only one conclusion They must define
thelr attitude. They must orlentate to-
wand one or the other eurrent. Finally
they must becoms organlcally a part of
the current whose posltion they adept.

Home of these comrades may want to
follow the methed of the little P, . bur-
epuerats of merely brushing this Issue
aslle, of wnot adopting any position, or
of maintaining & double position, at any
rate for the time belng. We bear some
of them say: These are Intérnational is-
sues, or even: These are only Husslan
legoes, wi will come to them later, first
wé muat bulld right here. Huat thes all
decisive question is—to bulld what?

If the issue of the currents jn the Com
munlst movement s only a Rusalan one
of what enormons Importapce would it
atill & with the U, 8. 8 R. occopying
ihe position of the only proletarian die-
tatorship? We grant it is essegfially an
iulernational issue bubt as such 1t affects
the very root and foundation of the
movement no matter In which country
lhe specific problems arise. It I8 fully
and completely Interwoven in” every ma-
jor question of principle, polley, strates
gical objective and tactic of the move-
ment bere. It becomes part of - every
revolutionary problem  here. It deter-
mines the building of the revolutlonary
cadres,

There ¢an be noe doubt that the fArst
and most essential question for the Pro-
letarlan Party Opposition to declde is
the one of ita orlentatlon toward the ex-
isting currents within Communism, Ideo-
logleally the group I8 not se far a hooio-
geneons one and could hardly be when
we recall Its compromised background.
Thera 18 mo advance puarantes that it
oan determine its  orientation unitedly
and without splitting into varfous tend-
gncles. Put 1t has & revolotionary duty
to put this lssue at the very top of ita
pre-conference discusslon agenda.

—ARNE SWABECE.

The Anti-Trotsky Campaign
{Contlnued from page 3)
Chinese masses after thelr crushing de-
feat by the Huo Mln Tang (with the
direct ald of Stalin-Borodin-Martynov)
—ig & “ecounter-revolutionary thosls",
our Don does not bother to explain at
all. Nor does he as muoch as utter a
word of explanation as to why the Chi-
nese proletariat, up In arms agalnst the
Imperialists in 1928, I8 not to. be found
Teading the struggle agalnst the Japanese
plonderers. It I8 muoch more opmiort-
able and a great deal less embarassing
to resort to the legend of & "Chinese
Soviet Hepublic” and to exaggerate the

strength of the “Chinesse Red Army™,
These allmy and excltedly Intcherent
attacks agalnst “Trotskylsm” are part
of & renewed and wide-spread campalgn
by the Htaliniat faction againet an evil
they have a thonsand times over agaln
declared dead and burled. It {s Btalin's
treacherons answer to our goestlon re-
garding his sttitoede towards the White
Guard murder plote against the organis
or of the Red Army, It is Stalin's man-
ner of encountering the mounting corrent
of sympathy for the deas of the Laft
Oppoaltion everywhere, and sspecially In
the Hoviet Unlon, Hut he will not soe-
cied. Al the tens of thonsands and even
millons of posters ™ Trotskylam—
the wvanguard of the counter-réevolution-
ary bourgeolsie” will not stem the tide
of riging revolutlonary eonviction in the
Bovlet factorlea. QGreat soclal develop-
ments, tremendous opportunities for Com-
munist aetlon are unfolding before the
internatliomal proletariat, “Trolakylsm"
—Leninist Bolsheviam will llve and come
inte. ite own once more, deaplte the de-
sperate and helploss efforta of the Stal-
inlst revislonlsts. The new wave of the
world revolutlon will sweep away the
Staline and all the dungheaps of Dons

And Browders with them., —8, @
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-Pioneer Publishers Notes-
Many of the younger elements in the
Communiat and general labor mgovement
have not had an opportunity to read ome
of Trotsky's earller works—*"Whither
", 88 It was recalled from eir-
culation by the Interoationsal Publishers
when they dlscovered (by order), that
Trotsky was a “renegade’”. We are now
able to get about 300 copies of Lhis book
from England. We will be able to get
It out with a paper cover for ffty or
sevenly-Ove cente. If you are Interssted,
write m

PAMPHLET ON GERMANY

if you have not, yet bought your copy
‘of the pamphlet “Germany, the Hey to
the International Situation—Shall Fase-
ism Really Be Vietorious?", be sure to
get It before it ls ouwt of print, a8 It ia
#tlling wvery fast. Im this pamphlet,
Tritsky deals with the politbeal situa-
tion in France, England, the Far Bast
the T. 8., Germany, and the possibility
of a Fasolst coup d'Etat there. In his
usual keen amd polgnant manoer. Trot-
sky analyzes the international political
eltuation In this pamphlet, draws his
conclusions and makes concrete propos-
ale of polley to ba followed.

BEOUND YOLUME OF PAMPHLETS

In the very near futore, we are plan-
nlug to bind 100 coples of all the pam-
phlets issoed thus far in one volome.
Watch for further announcements of
prices and other mews., If you are In-
tereated, et us know et once, as we will
cnly ke able to supply 100 orders. Some
of our pamphlets are already out of
print, but they will be included in this
volume., We have set aside 100 of each

for this purpose.,

HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN
EEVOLUTION

The History of the Russlan Revolu-
tion by L. D). Trotsky, published by
Blmon and Schoster, 8 now available
throogh os. Membera of the Communiat
league of Amerlea can secuors It at
.00, Certlficate holdera of the Flom-
eer Publishers can have it for $3.00.
Bend wour orders and checksa al onDee
Add 10 for postage.

A NEW BOOK ON CHINA

By March 15th we expect to have Trot-
sky's mamuscript op (hina ready for the
preas, IE will be a 385 page book deal-
ing with all phases of the Chincsa Rev-
olutlon and the role of the Commuonists.
The book will sell for $1.00 paper cover
angd 200 cloth cover. Certificate hold-
ers will be entited to a discount of 1-3
Just as om all our publications.
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A Letter from a h‘iilil:ant |

Diear Comrpde ;

I hope this will reach you all right.
I recelved your letter and receipt for
The Militant subseription. I had to bor-
row the dollar in order (o make £ I
have not had a job for wages except
about ‘one month, BSloce yoo saw mal
last. [ stayed around Fatgo a numbar
of months but it was hopeless Lrying
to get work ab any kind of wages, even
the farmers are not hirlng help aoy
mora.

I am certalnly sorry that 1 am  so
halpless to do anything for the cause in
the way of an occasional donation. I
cannot even afford to gel Trotaky's pam-
phleta. Tp to now bave kept the Daily
Worker, but now must glve it op too as
I have no income at all. Anyway, it
peems to be continually deterlorating in
guality. I am taking the Western Work-
er om frial. 1 take the keenest interest
in all that Ig going on In the movement
everywhere and especlally oor own Op-
positlon, I believe the Oppositlon has
made gratifying progresa io the last year
—really I wonder how you manage o
do s0 much In this perfod. For a time
I wrote up conditions around Fargo, for
the Dally Worker got bandles and
smuggled them to the packing house
workers. I wish I could describe the
astmosphere of repression of fear, of the
helplesaness that grips the workers of
Armour's plant there In West Fargo.

What I miss more than I can tell you
1s my organizational activities that I
took part in, In Chicago. It seems like
the best part of my life s missing. The
‘way (hings Jook now I am not at all
prepared to agree with those comrades
who hold that this erlsls i& just avother
periodic capitallst depression. I belleve
it is entirely possible for the present
depression to develop into soclal revolu-
tlon and In that judgment I do not for-
get for one moment the backwardoess of
our workers In general. But as The
Militant never tires of putting it, “Where
fn our Party to lead us if such a situa-

tlon arlsea®”

—W, 8.
Waunburn, Minn,

Paris Commune Celebration

A celegbration of the Parls Commune

Ia to ba held by the New York branch
of the Communist League of America
(Oppositlon) on  Baturday evening,
March 18th at Irving Plaza, Irviog Pl.
and 15th 8t. Tt wlll be & mass meeting
and entertalnment.

An elaborate soclal program hau boeen
arranged which Inclodes & chorus of
about sixty eingers from & Huongarian
workers® singing society, and a serles
of revolutlonary dances gilven by =&
group of our own comradea. It will also
include daneclng and refreshments.

Hol the date, Saturday evening, Mareh
19th, open. Watch the Milliant for for-

The convulsions of the world crisis are
tearing wide gaps in the edifice of Inter-
national capitaliam. A selsmograph re-
cording the economiec and politleal erup-
tions of bourgeols soclety at the present
moment would show jagged, spasmodic
lines for every country like the fever
line of a d¥lng man whoser blood runs
bot nisd cold in turn. Everywhere the
masters of & greal tomorrow are gwaken-
ing, becoming more rebellious, moving at
various speeds ‘nwai:da the {nsurrection
which Is to destroy an outlived social
structure, Hevolutlonary problems of the
greatest magnitede confront the clasa
conscious vanguard everywhere, Spalo,
Germany, China—here are only thros of
the countries which are reaching the
bolling point, In all thres—to mentlon
ne others—the Commuonist movament
htnlig beneath the tremendously urgent
historlesl tosks it iz called upom to
solve becauge no other movement la cap-
able of even deallng with them, much
leas solving them.

More than e¢ver I8 the Communlat
I:IJ.u'FamE_l:ll: in gore nesd of guidance, of
wise advice, of the lesgons apd experi-
coces of the past. They are justified in
looking for thia guidance and advice to
the country In which the theory and
praciise of the proletarlan  revolution
were succesgfully tested In actlonm, that
is, to the Soviet Unifon and its Commun-
st party. .

The DMsregard for the Intéernational

And hers lies the great tragedy. The
leaders of the Sovlet Union party oot
only fail to give them this advice but
they do not even concern themselves with
the burning problems of the rest of the
international working class. In 1923, the
Contral Committes of the Russlan party,
keenly prececupled with the impending
revolutionary clashes In Germany, called
together a apeclal conference on  the
question, together with representatives
of the largest local organdzations. It
adopted theses on the problems of the
German revoloton, mobllized the whole
party, atd thromgh itz representatives
in the Executive Committes of the Com-
intern, organized an {oternational cop-
ferampce. In 1832, with the tenslon of the
clasa struggle far more compelling than
It was nine years ago, the Russlan party
acte In a totally different manner. The
cinnon-romr in Sbanghal may be the
firat thunderclaps of & world catastrophe
of imperialism, Fasclam and Communi=zm
may be coming to death-grips in Ger-
many, the lava of the social revolutlion
may #eon inundate the Spanish bourge-
olsle—but all this appears to be happen-
ing on a different planet so far as tht
present leaders of the Hussian Commun-
ist Party are concerngd.

That is the oonly comclosion one can
come to after the accompllshmenets re-
corded by the jost cooclodsd 1Tth party
conferetes in Mosow., Outslde of aglta
tional refereances to the contrast between
the advapces of indostrisllzatlon and
collectivization in the Soviet Unlon and
the Increasing misery of the workers gn-
der the world capltalist Fl‘J.B:I.n. wa do not
know of a aingle problem of the Inter-
mational revolutionar¥ movement that
was given an hour of serious consldera-
tion at the congress. Not a slogle move-
ment hag yet emerged from this assem-
Wy of what was once Lenin's Bolshevik
party, dealing with the tasks of the Com-
munists in the caplialist countries.

To compare the procesdings of the pre-
aent congreas with ona held onder Lem-
in's leadership’is to see at & glance how
ruthlesaly the party chiefs of today have
chopped down one prop after another
fram under the brldge which, deaplte the
asslduona efforta”of the Stallnists, still
traditionally connects the nationalistical-
Iy degenerated apparatus of 1832 with
the party of revolotionary international-
fsm which Lenin trained up for two de-
cades. Mo more murderons indietment
of a leadership speaking in the name of
Muarxzism can be concelved of today than
thla: the wavea of the International rav-
olution beat opon the closed doors of
the 17th congress of the Ruosslan party
without the hopreancratie congress man-
agers allowing & single one of the hand-
pleked delegates to as much a8 get his
feet wat.

The conbefentious Communist worker
to whom internationalism 8 something
more real than a badge to be worn on
holidays, will not only feel humiliated
and mortified at his state of afalrs in
the ranks of the leadera he la Instructed
to obey blindly as *infallible chiefs™, but
will reflect upon the basly cauess that
make It possible, or mather, that make
it logleal and inevitable

The Becond Five Year Plan

If the congress had nothing—abseolote-
¥l nothing—to say about the problama of
the international revolotiom, it bad
mrord thian enocugh to say about the
problems of the Sovlet power. And on
this point we witness the canonlzation
in & wveritable nationalistic orgy of .the
theory of “gooalism in one country”
which, we are now taught, I8 to spring
e ———————

NOTICE

Coal Miners of Southern Iinels!
ALBERT GLOTZER

- Member N. B . Oesmmunist Leaguoe of

America (Opposition)
WIIl. Lecture at the
LABOR LYCEUM
(Number Two, Orlent Hall)
Weat Frankfort, Il

on
MARCH 1st, 7T P. M,
Bubjact :
TROTSEY AND THE INTERNATIONAL
WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT
ADMISATON @ D

ther annoumoements,

Ladies and Upamployed Workers Froe

rlse In the productivity of labor and the
——— -

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1932
2 ——————y

forth full-pancplied, ke Minerva from
the brow of Jove, at the énd of the ser-
ond Five Year Plan adopted at the coun-
gress. Whereas, according to the apos-
tolle revelations of the time, the first
Five Year Plan, which waa to bé com-
pleted In three, would merely end with
the Sovlet Unlon having “caught up with
and outstripped” the most advanced cap
Italist countrles, Pravda now informs us
(Daily Worker, 2-23-1082) that, accord-
ing to the report of the Incomparable
Molotoy ;

‘The basle poitlcal task of the secomd
Five Yoar Flan is the final liguidation
of capitalist elements and of classes In
general, the osmplete extermination of
causes which tend to create class dis-
tHactions and exploitation, and the con-
quest of the remnants of capitallsm in
the economy and in the consclousness of
the people; the traosformation of the

whole tolling population of the country
into conscious and actfve building of a
classless soctalist soclety.”

What is to happen in the rest of the
world while this stupendous project is
being acocmplished in the brlef span of
fve years (or will it be four? or three?),
ita authors do not inform us, nor are
they ocncerned.  For whoever sériously
believes that Rosain will become o ¢lass-
less, soclalist soclety, in which "the final
lisuldation of capitalist elements and of
classes In general” has been achieved,
=<that it will do thia bafers the workera
in & culterally (techndeo-Industriaily)
more advanced country have taken powe®
und come to Rusaia’s ald, has detiobtely
turned his back upon the prospect and
idean of the Ioternational proletarian
revolution, Such an oleomargarine “Marz-
Ist" has ao Infinitely more oplimistic
view of the possibilitles for capitallst
world stabilization than i3 entertalned by
the average bourgeols atatesman of ma-
ture IntelHgence. Ihesplite all his Ane
holiday pretenses, he belleves o his
heart that the “forelgn Commuonist
parties would die without our wasted
subsidies”. He s convineed deep down
that these partles and thelr leaders,
whom he regards with searcely concealed
disdain and contempt, will never seloe
power In this generation, at least; and.
if that s the case what is to be gained
by this itnerminable din and agitation
abont &  “world revolotion'. especlally
when [t antagonizes the forelgn bourge-
elsle whoe must; above everything else,
ba prevented from Intervening with
troops to disrupt the buréeavncratic Eden
of & natlonal soclallsm? Legion Is the
pame of those decadent Stalinist bur-
caicrats whose condoct s anlmated by
these ldeas,

But despicible as their attitode ls to-
wards the International problems. the
bureaucrats” have an equally reactlopary
and far more Utoplan standpolnt towarda
the problems of Boviet economy. Here
an objective conalderation of its complex
gtructurg is replaced by adminlstrative
communds toe race at top speed for new
records which are pot alwa¥s a8 upo-
blemished as they appear. In  many,
perhaps in the majority of the ¢ases, the
“records” are achieved at the axpense
glther of A dangerous tenslle strailn on
the phyelgos and nerves of the workers
or alea of & marked Inferlority o the
quality of the product turned out., Fre
quently it is both. For a short period
anid under the presure of a partial alm,
such siralns are concelvable But - to
lmagine that the workers can or will
bear up undér the concert pitch o which
they have been tuned for the whole
historical pericd that separates us from
spcialipm in Russla, & to révesl & mad
Ignorance which threatens the existencs
of the workers' republic more than do
a thouasand daliberate sabotagera,

What Socialism Means

Thisx should be an obvious truth. an-
leas one s & blind ofclal whose idea
of what conatitntes apciallam is differ-
ent from every¥thing we have learned
from the teachérs of oor movement. To
thoss for whom Marz., Engels and Lanin
are not “ontlived”, soclallsm 18 not o
soclal syetem In which everybody has
been levelled down to a common low
plane of & socalled ‘<wquoality™, but =&
poclety inm which the classes have really
been aboMshed. in which the distinction
betwesn “town” and “conntr¥® has been
eliminated. in which agricolture mo long-
er exists as an oconomic entlty but has
hecome an Indusiry, In which such a
rise has been accomplished in prodoe-
tlon that there can no longe rbe Any
comparison between the lving conditions|
of the workers (1. e.. of the whole popu-
latlon) onder the new soclety and up-
der the most highly developed capitalist
atate, and above all, In which the state
power and coerclon are begloning to dief
out and to be replaced by the adminis-
triation of things.

EBut this assumes such a tremendous|
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national wealth based upon a highly de-
veloped machine technlgue—all of which
must. moregver, keep pace with the con-
comitant absolute and relative growth
of population—as has omly begun in the
Boviet Union and which canoot be
brogght to & soecessful conclusion oo
the basls of the eforts of tussla's eco-
nomy alone. FPravda ioforms us that
“the proletarlat of the U, 8. 5. K ia
In possession of absolutely all the possi-
bilities, all the power. all the means and
all the resources for the victorious ful-
Sllment of this gigantic plan of constroc-
thon of a socialise soclety in that per-
lod,” that is, in another five years. Hat,
bearing in mind the classic detiuition of
soclaglism, such & contentlon is mot gnly
root false, bot is based upon & reaction-
ary outlosk. in the strictest sense of
the word, particularly for the followlng
ransdn
Bocialism and World Economy

Boclallem isx & form of soclo-economic
relatlons that mgst réest upon a far
higher plane than that occupied by the
most. developed eapltalist unit. it is un ad
vance from capitaliam and in oo respect
n releeat to pre-capitalist relations. Now,
oot a single oue of the lmportant cap-
italist powers has developed Its prodec-
tive forces on a stricily national seale.
The growth of capitallam in its elassic
cradle, Englaml. was based essentially
upon its world connectious. that iz its
ever ologer Interweavinog with world
commerce. world ecomnomy. Thae low
polnt of capitalist strength in the United
Btates—which has more Ioternal e
sources toan almost any other country
—was pevertheleas the perlod of its
Yiaplation” from the rest of the world.
Like every other ocountry. It became the
economle and political colossus it is to-
day by ita increasingly lnexirleabls as-
soclation with world economy. Indeed.
the erisls rendeérlng world capitallam to-
day supervened. essentially, because the
bonds that tie it all into the waters of
international ecoromy In which the most
backward country iz as muach a neces-
sury component part a8 the weaker, wers
cut at vital polnts by the contradictlons
inherent in commedity production itself.

Bociallkm. or even the transitional
economy which prevails in Riossia on the
rod to soclaliam, eanmot be based upon
an inerensing  withdrawal from world
economy, but must be predicated upon
an extended -particlpation in it That
is why the second Five Year Plan, with
its consecrated opatlonulist ldeal ks con-
cilved In & raaf,'thnnrg Utoplan splelt
not by accldent, but as an lnexorable re-
sult of the—by your leave!—"theory"
of soclalism in one country, For It s
based upon-the fantastic ldea of a com-
plete withdrawal from what Lenin charl
acterized as that “international macket
to which we are ubordinated, with which

L we are connected and from which we

cannot escape”. (To refer to but ong
example: a striking rlse In the crops,
exceeding domeastic needs would soon
sbhow In & glaring light how sobordinated
the U, B. 8. K. 18 to the world market.)

It is, of course, lmpossible to deal
In a short article with all the problems
ralsed by the second Five Year Flan,
most of which have already been anal-
yoed In antlclpation in the works of com-
radea Trotsky. It will suffice for the
moment to point out that the plan and
the whole environment surrounding Its
elaboration, once mora reveal, perbaps
more harshly than ever befors, cthe cat-
astrophic practical resglts of the natlon-
allst theory of Stalln and the abyss ne
has pleced betbreen himself and the rev-
olutionary Internatiopallst essence of
Bolshevism., It is easy to imagive In
advance—Iit woold even be easy to wrile
tham for the paild seribblers !—the ans-
wera that will be made to our arguments,
the acrusatione of “pessimizm™ and
“gounter-revolution™ that will ba Hung
at us because the Lelt Opposition whicn
foupht for years for plan B economy,
for industriallzatlon and collectivization,
which was expelled while tryiog to con-
vince the burcaperacy of the progress
that Russla could make In soclallst con-
structlon with a correct  policy—oever-
theless refuses to be a party to duping
the working class with fatal ilMusions or
drogglog them with theorctical oplum.
Thase accosations aboot “pessimism” we
can answer in advance, with finality, by
the words of Lenin which are as applice-
able in every esgentlal today as they
ware when written in 16232 :

“We have not even finlshed the founda-
tion for' m soclalist economy, this cao
agaln be takem from us by the hostile
forces of dylng capitallsm. Thia must
be clearly recognized and openly admit-
tiad, for nothing la more dangerods than
iloalens (and attacks of dizziness on
high places). And In this recognition
of the bitter truth there 18 nothing “ter-
rible’, nothing that gives any just cause
for even the slightest despalr, beacuse
we have always defended that element-
ary Marxian truth, we have constantly
repeated : that for the victory of soc-
lallam the jolnt efforta of the workers
of several advanced countries are nec-
eamary”. (Works, Vol. XX, part 2, page

487.)
—MAX SHACHTMAN.
———————
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