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The Character of Fascism

An Analysis of the Composiuon of the Hitlerist Camp

—— e ——————

(Continged from last issoe)
Today, the task stands hafore us, bis
before the Communists, to gather the
entire working c¢lass around the slogan
of the struggle agninst the threatening
Fasgiat overthrow. There iz no doubt,
that this atruggle will alse bring about
g copfiict with the “lesser evil”, There
ia mo deubt that the struggle against
wage robbery, which is a struggle in
the trade unlons and in the factories andg
which constitufes an inseparable clement
of the formation of the wunited front,
will alsp bring about & stroggele against

the regime of emergency decrees,
The Struggle Against Soecial Demoecmey,

and the Unlted Front

No one (and least of all ooraelves)
desires the suspenslon of the struggle
mgainst the 8, 1" G, the suospension of
critbelsm—a “reconclliation”. Bat It s
necessary to realize that the  struggle
againat the 5 P, G. must be conducted in
the form of a unlted front tactle, under
the slogan “against the seizure of power
by Hitler”., Lenin demonstrated very
cloverly the essence of this tactle when
he recommended that the English Com-
munists “sappert” Henderson under cer-
tain conditions {Infaniile Leftism, page
T8, German edition). By making it clear
for them that they would sapport Hen-
derson “us the hangman's rope supports
the hanged.”

Manullsky and Thaelmann make very
light of the matter, WY subatitating here
alzo, for the gquestion of a concrete an-
alysls, for the guestion of the warying
struggle on the different fronts, a BpoR-
Marxist commonplace like: “the main
enemy is the dictatorship of capital—that
s, every bourgeols govermment and its
supporters”. According to this schen,
it will always remain o mystery, why
the Bolsheviki fought with Kerensky
pegainst Kornllowy and did not carry on
the struggle against Kerensky in a stere-
otyped fashion,

It speaks of 4 high degres of insensl-
tiveness o the development of ovents,
not to want to see the Facsist danger,
not to want o see the practical conse-
quénces which genuine Fascisn  will
bring,

TPeople who regard Droening s Fasc
ist, that Iz, the overture as the opera,
can very essily become altogether blind
andd deat,

Thaelmann Fails to Correct False Views

The party, far from revising its false
theory, has “decpened” it by the article
in the January Issue of Die Internation-
ale, composed by the gronp of anthors
that works under the psewdonym of
Thuelmann.

“It may be assumed that the execu-
tion of the dictatorship of the bourgeois
le=—no matier throogh what methods,
and particularly when it I8 a question of
Fasclst motheds—will in the first in-
gtanee, and in the long run, be in the
hards of the Centre in & very strong
measure”,  (Die Internatiomale Vol 33,
No. 1)

The content of the present situation is
characterized eradely but not Inegrrectly
by Thaelmann : “Today, the Centre Is thie
garcler of the polley of an interchange-
able exploitation of the social demoecracy
and the Nationnl Soclalists for the dic-
tatorship of the bourgecisle” With this,
he has fnally reached the cstimation
formulated by Trotsky in the following
manner in 1020:

“This will also determine the polley
that the bonrgeolsie will adopt in the
near future: to foree the soclal  dem-
ocraey, with the aid of Fascism, to re-
construct the constitution, so that the
bourgeolsie will be able to combine the
pdvantages of Faselsm with those of
demaeracy, thoae of Fasclem o essenced,
those of democracy in form. In  this

manner, they hope to save themselres
the high expense of demoeratic reforms,
and If pogsible, also the new expense ins
herent in a Fascist overthrow™,

Unfortunately, however, Thoeloianmn,
who chargeterizes this situation as Fasc
ism and who npeglects entirely the econ-
omic relationships and the political per-
spectives that e o this gitpatlon, has
not yet reached the conelusions of Trot-
gky !

“Will the bourgesisle be able to take
this path? To its wetusl conclusion and
for a prolonged period of tline—most
cartainly not. In other words, the bouar-
geoisie canoot bulld up & reglme that
will allow It to base itaelf in a peace
ful manner, on the workers as well as
on the ruloed petty bonrgeolsie, without
bearing the expense for the social re-
forms or for the convalsions of a eivil
war, The coniribptions are too great,
they will be broken in one direction or

the other." {Trotsky, The Amstrian
Crisls ).
Calling Present Cendition

Dangers of
' Fasclsm

The fundamental error, of character-
jzing this condition as Fasclam, 13 av-
enged by the prognosls. We have already
heard above, of Thaelmann's “prolonged
Centre-Fasclsm™., What Is.even more
grotesque, s the sentence he attaches to
the gquootation brought above: “At times,
the preponderance rests with the social
democracy and that will probably be
true, from the class pelot of view, also
in the future, up to the proletarian rev-
glution in Germany.”

A traly aonthilating progoosis, this

prognosis pot forward by ‘Thaslmann:
Germany has already reached ita Fascist
form amd it will remain go. Year after
year, the genilal Bruening will continue
to rule, nourlshed by the starvation of
the patient proletariat, interchangeably
supported by his zealous and inexhaustl-
ble retalnera, the Natiopal Soclallst
Party of Germany and “soclal Fasclsm™,
in which case the selzure of power by
Hitler 18 just as unlikely as the disinte-
gration of the 8 P. G. untll such &
time, when, probably after the completion
of the gecond five year plan—the “peo-
ple's revolutlon” finally arrives.

It iz clear that this prognosis is sonve-
what dolled by the struggle with the
Npels, It Is clear, that the party and

jts Brandlerlst page boys underestimate

and mock at the significance of the
slogan of the General Strike [(which wa,
for our part, have never separated from
the question of immediate partisl
siriles),

It 18 clear that the entire ldeolgical
confosion with regard to Fascism can
lead to capitulation at the moment of
the establishment of the Fasclst dicta-
torship, because these people- will say—
just as the despleable Kaolaroffa, the
PBulgarian Thielmanns, did on June o,
1023 —"Why get exciied particularly now,
when one Faselst 18 merely replacing an-
other Fascigt”? The Comintern, which
has most unhappily capitulated to Fasc-
lsm three times already (Bulgaria, Pol-
and, Finland) 18 coming to another

crosg-road, The very reserved criticiam
of the defeatist attitude made by Thael-
mamn serves no purpose at all as long as
his own theories, false to the reobs, areé
not cast aside.

We must pose the question here: why
this fatal error in the problem of Fasc-
igm? Bimply by rq;-tanhu to the think-
ing ability of the Thaelmanns and Man-
ullskys, this question is not solved for
the Marzist
Basis For False Analyses and Tactics

Manullsky has, however, perhaps un-
intentionally, Informed us why it is Qm-
possible, in the last analysis, for the
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Stallnlst Comintern leadership to Gifer-
entlate -between Hitler, Bruening and
Wils,

“The entire aggravatlon of the class
struggle proves that the differences lo
thie methos of clasa rule belween so-
called bourgeols democrtaey and Fase-
lam are constantly being wiped out, and
are actually, in practice, wiped out al-
ready. CAn anyone attempt to prove that,
for example, the polley of the German
soclal demoeracy with regard to the coun-
try of soclalist eonstruction—the U. 5.
B. K—is any more “progressive™  than
the policy of Italian Fascism!"™ {Report
of Manuilsky to the XI Plenum of the
BE. C. ¢ L—our emphasis, E. B.)

That means: the fAnal touchsioome In
the pollcy of the Stalinist Comintern
leadership, whose basic task Is no long-
er the world revolution bot the con-

The folowing is a circular letler
gent out to the local organizatlons
by the BExecutlve Committes of the
Spanish  Communist  Opposltlon,
which evaluates the révolatlonarcy
events that broke out in Spaln in
the middle of Janoary, —Ed.

Dear comrades:

The Spanish Left Oppesitlon, enguged
in eollecting facts and documents which
will permit it te moke a more detalled

atruction of soclaliam Iln ane country, are
the forelgn trade relations of the Boviet
Unlon: amd so it happens that & consi-
derable lack of sensitiveness arises in
these peopls, thelr eyves glued on  Mus-
golind, with regard to the Hitler ques-
tlon. But even in this case, these peo-
ple, generalizing mechanieally, are fall-
ing into error. In the instance, the often
misused argument of the difference be-
tween Germany and Italy 15 very much
in place. Mussolinl means—oll exports,
But Hitler means—war of intervention.

The nationalist attitude towards Marx-
ism, which In Germany has led through
the program of the natlonal and soclal
liberation, (ko use Aanuilsky's own
jargon} to the “descent to the level of
the middle elasses, in the Menshevik, and
not in the Bolshevik manner’, hore too
proves to be fatal.

—E. BAUEHR.
[ Berlin)

The Latest Anti-

In the Februpary 10480 issues of the
Daily Worker, there finally appears the
American edition of the latest Stalin
tragicomedy—entitled “For Political De-
eliveness ang Clarity in Our AntlWar
Activines” (Lhe European  title was
something like “Against Lotten Liberal-
ism, Against ‘Protskylsm—the Yaoguand
of the Counter-revolutionafy bourgeois-
i6") a version rendered by ong, Sam
Hom,

The east has oot yet, it appears, been
selected. But it should not be difficult
to find w few native tolents, American
Slutskys, and even Yaroslavskys, what
with the unemployment raglng every-
where and the dramatic induestry, we
gather, not belng excluded. For the
prezent, however, we shall restrict .our-
selves to the text.

The prologue which conatitutes part of
the monolog given by Stalin himself atl
the Sixteenth party congress of the C.
P & 10, still leaves us fairly cold. the
aceompanying comment reminds us some-
what, by fts structure, aof the ancient
coribantes, It is unclear Just what ls
pelng driven at untll we read (at last)
wpp disarm and dissipate the revolu-
+lonprey forces, the bourgeoisie brings Into
pluy and mokes use of “Trotskyism—the
vanguard of the counter-revelutlonary
bourgesisle (Stalin)”. Being Interested
to an extent, we wonder: just how does
the bourgeolsle do all this? We do not
hove to wall long for an answer. The
Militant, in the pre-conference theses af
ime American Left Opposition, says that
the Saviet {'nlon is not immune [rom (e
convulsions of the world erisis!

“What Is the class meaning of the
phove statement¥”, soliloquizes our Don.
“Pp parey out the main aim of oor class
enemies, the armed intervention against
the Zoviet Unfon!™ Nothing less. I=n't
it elear? Clear as nuwl

As @ contribution to “politieal decls-
iveness apd eclarity in onr antbwar ac-
tivitles”, these profound words probably
have no egqual. Every waorker will grasp
this: pot the Japanese looters, not the
French reactionaries not the gentlemen
brigands of Wall Street, but Trotsky and
the “Trotskyltes”—"the vanguard of the
counter-revolutionary bourgelosle (tnl-
in)"—are the war-mongers (0 he feared
by the whole proletariat.

Avil  how  does wProfakylsm"—"dissl
pate and disarm  the revolulionary
forces”? Himple. By poloting out the
Thermbdorian danger Involved In tha
theory of soclalism in one conntry—mwhile
Gtalin and Molotov find a place for Gro-
man and Ossachi and Ramsin in the eco-
nomle couneils of the Soviet State. Ty
pointing concretely o the danger facing
the Soviet Unlon in the event of & Fase-
iat overthrow In Germany—mwhile the
Sralinist press chokes itself on unintel-
ligible and confused absteactions, and
doesn't mention the German situation by
as much as one word. By gnalyzing the
factors maklng for revolutionary wolu-
tions to the critical situation in Lhe Far
East—while the Stalinists lull the mass-
es with the legend of a still to [i7:]
achieved Soviet China.

But, enough of this. Dees Don think
he le fooling enybody bat hims=elf, when
he takes geotations from The Miltant
ant of their context, when be plcks on
half-sentences and lsolated phrases? Ia
it not a sign of the wekkness of his own
political position that he nnds himself
incapable of coping with the complete
\dea of an opponent? Why ghould he

aveld explaining the lnes gecompany ing

the quotation hoe makes from onr thesis,

enalysis of the recent events, consldera
ii necessary for the moment to indicats
cursorily and as briefly as possible, n few
considernationa brought forward by the
velopments of the movement.

We ghall first approach the negative
fealures of it

1) The movement lacked In continu-
fty. Beginning in the heights of Llobte-
gat and Cardoner, it recelved the hncde-
ing of Barcelona and other places in
Cntalonta, when it was already crushed
in the former towns. This spelled death
for the movement. One of the most im-
portant lessons to be deduced from this,
ig the following: o strike of such am-
plitude must arise simoltanecusly of be
initiated by the large industrial centers
{ Barcelona In the- first place) and In
no case in the periphery of the country,

{2y The movement was lmmature, It
licked an immediate impulsion capable

of pushing the masses forward. It should

Trotsky Campaign

why doesn't he complete the quotation?
That part in our thesis (The Militant,
July 25, 1031) reads:

oe Soviet Union, too, which has not
and cannot he liberated from the press-
ure of world economy hes also felt the
offects of the international crisis, to a
far more limited extent than the capl-
tallst conntries it is true, but It has been
influcnced by them, nevertheless. The
radlenl intéernational decline of commo-
dity pricets has seriously affected SBoviet
exports, that is, its growing connection
with the world market which becomes an
increasingly important factor in the dev-
glopment of its machino-facture.”

Can Don prove that this is not true?
Is it nn act of disgipating and disarming
the revolutionary forees, when on the
basls of this Fact, as well ag on the basls
of the fact that “Yet, the specesses and
advances of the Soviet Union siand out
gven more prominently in contrast to the
universal anarchy and decline of capital-
jats economy . . . the ndvances towand
the socinlist fdeal are being muode clear
to ever greater milllens throughout the
world” (same thesis), the Left Opposi-
tion proposes to the Amerlean working
class the slopapn of a demand fcr long
term credits to the Soviet Unlon? The

.Dons and the other sycophants of the

Gialinist conrt have only one OmsEwer.
What we say is against the theory of
goclaliam in one country. And that is
quite true, For it is this same theary
that prevents our Communist Interna-
tional from utilizing the trememdous op-
portonities offered by the present sitna-
tion for revoluticnary actlon, It 1s this
game theory which acts as a paralytic
giroke on the entire Communlst move-
ment, in the face of ‘Impending soclil
convulsions In (Germany and the Far
Hast. It was the theory of sociallsm in
one country that was responsible for the
opportunist Angle-Rusalan Committee and
the subsequent-botrayal of the British
General Strike in 1920 and that 15 some-
thing very hard to forget.

And it is this same theory which makes
Gtalin and all his little Doma s0 violently
antagonistic to the Communist slogan of
& Boviet United States of Europe. All
of BEurope has besn wracked violently by
the reparations problem, by the tarift
confllcta ever sinee the war. For the
past two yeara eapeclally, has this pro-
blem been in the forefront of comtin-
antal polities. The capitalist powers have
shown themselves incapable of coplong
with the problem, the American strangle
hold on European economy has been
tightened, the only result of tha efforta
of the bourgeois powers has been an aud-
vance in the preparations for a common
attack againat the Soviet Unlon. But
nevertheless, if we believe the Dous and
thelr master, the slogan for a Soviet
Upited States of Burope s eounter-rev-
olutlonary. Why? PBecause “the Unlon
of the Soclalist Soviet Hepubiles . . .
iz the central problem of world polities
today”, i the very enlightening answer
of the Stalinist serivemer. Whyt—De-
cause the disorientated Stalinlst appar-
atus, smitten with the dreadful disease
of national soclalism, fears a soclal up-
heavnl in Western Europe, lest it should
infringe on the Five Year [lan in Rus-
sia. But let them beware! Treachery
ta the canse of the world revolution can
only be pald for by an inevitable fallura

of the Flve Year Plan and soclalist con-
gtructlon In Soviet Ros 'z, v aich can be
puaranteed by an extension of the pro-
letarian world revolutlon alone,

Finally, thiz despleable seribblar,
whose masters gave actual ald to Chisang

&
have been declared, for example #ne or
two days after the sucpesses of Arnedo

had aroused to action, the entlre prole-
ta1lar.

{3) The National Confederation of
Labor 4ld not assign concrete tasks to
the novement. Thig disorientated §t
and was the priocipal cause of the fail-
ure, a8 wis made evident by the strike
in Barcelons,

(4) It was g manifest mistake to de-
clare the strike on a Saturday. On sech
a day, follure is assured ln advance.

(%) If in Barcelona, the strike had
started Friday morolng, when the move-
ment onfolded in Cardoner and Llobre-
gat hod not yet been put down, and
limited to 24 hours, the proletariat of
Barfeolona would undoubtedly have dis-
played A gnanlmous manifestation of
solldarlty. The situatlon did oot permit
it to go fuether and the results cbtained
woild have been undeniably far greater,

(6) The oficlal party again coversd
Itself with ridicule, calllng for a sirike
anew, on the 26th, when the €, N, T.
{Natlonal Congederation of Labor) had
already decided to go back to work. With
this, they onee more compromised the
prestige of Communism before the mass-
ea of the workers and merely jroved
that the only ohm of its leaders is to
remaln in the gpood graces of the Com-
Intern g sineracy, not even sheinking
ek from wasoug all the lmmenss gos-
glbllities that the Spanish situation of-
fera to the development of Commoniso.

{7) Finally, there was demonstroted
the abominable Influencs exerclsed In the
(. N. T. by the elements that go under
the classifieation of the “group of thirty™
iPeatanin, ete.) who, by opposing the
declaration of the strike in Catalonia at
the Regional Confercnce on  Thursday,
¢alled forth a counter-attack by the local
Pederation of ~Barcelona, led by the F.
I. A. (anarchist) elements, who decided
to join the movement when the elreum-
gtances had already become unfavorable.

Mevertheless, the movement also had
ity positive features

{1} For the first time, in the course
of the revolutlonary period, the prole
tarlat had entered a vast movement of
a distinet class character. And this Is
of enormous importance,

{2} The working masses showed|
clearly that they had almost fried them-
aelves from democratle (llusions, atill
gtrong in the Beptember strikes, which
makes the convictlon ever more deeply
{nrooted that only the proletarian insur-
rection can solve the revolutionary crisis
that the country ls facing.

{8) Im spite of tha Ineapable leader-
ship and organization of the Anarchists.
the workers of Cardoner and Llobregat
fought with admirable solidarity and dis-
cipling and withdrew in perfect strategle
order and with o minimum of losses,
when they were convinoeq that move-
ment was defeated.

{4) The most lmportant fact to be
recorded 1o the uprising of Cardoner and
Llobregat is ita distinet political char-
acter. ‘The workers had selzed the eclty
halls and had holsted the hanner of the
protetarian revolution on top of the
buildings themselves. That is to sa¥.
they had selzed political power for them-
selves. In some places, the. anarchist
elements had proclalmed openly that
their alm was the establishment of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. This 1is
a big step forward that the Conmumnists|
can polnt to with pride.

The general concluslons to he drawn

from this hadty review, are the follow-
ing:

Kal-Shek In the erushing of the Chinese
proletariat  in 102527 by the Infamons
“hloe of the four classes”, while Trolsky
was bolng shouted down as an ultra
Leftist for demanding the creation of
Hoviets, darea accuse the closest comrade
of Lenin, of belng “against o Soviet
Ching”. Cheap slanders cost these ped-
ple nothing. For concrete pnalysis, they
can very easily substitute a quotation
from Stalin; for Communist arguments,
they can easily sustitule a few of the
“great master’s” pet eplthets. Just why

Trotaky's slogan of a Constituent Assem-

Lessons of the Recent Events in Spain

An Official Document of the Spanish Left Opposition on the Results of the Struggle

(1) Ewverything permits us to ascer-
tuin that the working class will snwav-
eringly support & revolutlonary move-
went whose aims are clear and preclse.
We must Intensify our Commuonist pro-
paganda with all our means, making it
clenr for the working class that ooly
the establlshment of the dictatorship of
the proletorint will enable them to
achiove emanclipation,

{2} Thiz fight will not remain a lost
fAght. Rt the working class would oc-
cupy stronger positions if it were to
take addvantage of the movement for
the ereation of Soviets and revolution-
ary Juntas. FEven though temporarily
dispersed by the aathorities, this frst
axperience will not remain in vain and
the irrepressible organs of struggle will
arise again In the new and Inevitable
conflicts that the lmmedinte future will
produce. To thls fight, the Communist
party and the Worker's and Peasant's
Bloe should have dedicated itself: this
gtruggle the Communist Left Oppoezitlon
wounkl have conducted itsell wers It not
for the fact that in numbers it I8 as
yet g small force in Catalonii.

{3} We have repéatedly contendad
ihat there are slneere revolutionary ele-
ments in the F. A, I (Iberian Anarchist
Fed.) whose driving force remained ster-
ile because of the inconsistency of thalr
doctrinea. But In the last events there
has been initiated, although confused
and timid, an evolution toward our point
of view. It la neccssary to give this
gvolution an impuolse, intensifying the
propagands of our principles and malk-
ing an attempt at practical approiach o
the F. A. I for immediate ﬂ.l!l‘:l.'lm:l.' which
however does not mean that we give op
our freedom of criticlsm.

{4) The reactionary bourgeols forces
are organizing themselves. ‘The recent
events haove provoked a panic among the
bourgeolsle who had seen in this chaotle,
diseonnected, disorigntated moevment the
possibility of avietory. In order to*op-
pose the danger that menaces it, it will
hasten the organization of counter Tev-
olutionary forces to annihilate the fower
of the proletariat by installing & Fageist
dictatorship. In order to aveid i, an
finmediate united front of the working
¢lass becomes lmperative without dis-
tinctlon of tendencles for the organiza-
tlon of an armed defense, It is a mat-
ter of lfe and denth,

{5) The elements constituting the
“eroup of 80" and the leaders of the
7. G T (the Reformist Center), not-
withstanding the fact that there are gls-
finct differcnecs between them, copstitute
today & check against the development
of the revolutlonary movement. To ell-
minate them from the leadership of the
workers organlzations i3 an indispensi-
ble condltlon for victory.

{6) MNever before has It become 80
evident as now that a powerful Commun-
ist party a truly revolutlonary party of
the masses capable of fusing and lesding
the revolutlonary attack of the prole-
tariat is what 1s needed. But this party
1s not to be an organization llke the pre-
gont offiein]l party, dominated by the most
unbridied adventurism and the most
geandalons irresponaibility before the
masszes, nor lke the B, 0. C. the work-
ers’ and peasants' blee) an organimtion
of “sympathizers” and not an instrument
of struggle, but genuine Bolshevik party
that can only issue out of a general
congreas of unification and deserve the
confldence of the masses,

These are, in the maln, the principle
conslderations that we gather from the
latest events., ke to itz small nwiEer-
leal force In Catalona, the Left was pot
able to play & declsive role nor axerclaa
4 great influence in this movement, but
ity members partlcipnted in every poasl-
ble way, and some of them have fallen
at the hand of the ¢nemy. Now taking

gdvantage of the lessons that the move-
ment offers it, will comtinue with 1o
translgeant tenncity its work of removal-
ing the Communist movement, dedisnting
all fts forces to give to the Spanish pro-
letariat the arm that it absolutely needs,
the powerful Communist weapon that
will lead it to victory.

The Left Communist

bly—Issued a8 an immedinte demand for
the purpose of once more rallying the
{ Contlnued on page 3)

Opposition of Cotalonia
Barcelons, Jon. 26, 1002
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