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John L.Lewis Continues His Betrayals

A Review of the Thirty-second Convention of the United Mine Workers of America

The 3Ind Consecutive Constitutlonal
Convention of the United Mine Workers
held & twelve day sesslon in
the historic Toamlingon hall of ladiana-
polis, Indiana, beginning January 26th
end ending Februpary Oth., The huge
anditorium was deaped In the tri col-
org of the Wall Street republic, It was
a fitting arena for the arch resctionary
fakers of the union. It reflected bowing
to the captainsg of American indnstries,
thelr apologlzing for the radicallzation
that i8 taking place among the mine
workers of this country. The atmo-
sphere of the gathering, was a sorTow-
ful one. The conventlons of yore that
had pletured hectle  sesslops,  fOghting,
enargetic, militant, rank and fle minces,
woe almost a memory aside of an ex-
tramely small minority that courmgeonsly
foupght throoghout the entire convention
expoaing the traltorious role of the Lewis
machine In shackling the mine workers

The keynote of the gdminlstration was
sonpided In the beginning of the conven-
tion when Phillip Murray, Iaternational
Vice President, made the- joint report of
the three standing officlals. A lengthy
raport covering a pamphlet of 33 pages,
the keynote was “stabilization of the
coal mining Industry by Federal Govern-
| ment regulatlon in order to assure the
coal operators a fair return on thelr
investments and to abolish the cot
throat competition especially in the cen-
tral competitive Aelds" The wors and
anfferlngs of the miners was secondary
and almost forgotten

The officers report mentions unemploy-
ment, bpt they are o reactionary that
they even fear unemployment insurance,
ap a atep forward in alleviating anem-
ployment. However, the pressure of
even a packed convention foreced the
Isgye on them and they were compelled
to accept unemployment Insarance In the
records of thelr report and to include
it in the general program of the union.
The remainder of the officers report =
merely a repetition of a typleal A. F. of
L. uniom. Class collaboration, gquota-
Homs from famous letters from the great
Mr., Hoover, more mechanization, great-
er efficiency, ebe, abe,

The most sorrowfol expression of the
conventlon was the glgantic retreat the
miners unlon has taken In the last ten
¥yeard, The miners union gpoder the ad-
ministration of Lewis has diminished in
astrength, influence and confldence so bad-
Iy that there s even a growing tendency
among the capltallat and thelr agenta to
begln to Ignore Lewis, This s well
Tonfirmed by the fact that Secretary of
Labor IMoak ang Président Hoeover -
fused to give Lewis a conference, with
the coal operators of the Central Com-
petitive fleld, duc (o the fact that a
wild cat strike had taken place In south-
gern Illinols where the TUnited Mine
Workers and the operatora had a con-
tract.

The decline and defeat of the United
Mine Workers of Amerlea can well be
summarized by the followlng facts and

fAgures:
Year Membership
1601 108024
1811 250,256
181 442057
1831 162,148
lega Iast
bien years 2E0, D0

Let us sea how this great relreat un-
der Lewis has affected the Biltuminogs
coal producing flelds. In the year 1921
the 11, M. W. of A, had 385,724 dues pay-
ing members g the bituminons districts
of the United States and Canada. For
the six months ending June 1, 1831 there
i merely 62,723 average tax payiog meem-
bership in the 28 bitumlonus districts of
the continent. In other worda there re-
maln less than 14% of the former taz
paying membership, A refreat of 88%
of (ta former strength! The United
Mine Workers Journal tells us that in
some of the unorganised fAelds wages
are as low as £1.00 per day and Jde per
ton, for nine to ten hours work.

Tha retreat of the organlzation can be
further shown by the West Virginia slt-
uation. Io 1821 the unlon bad an aver-
fge 4ax paying membership of 45562
divided in 685 loeal unlons. In 1081 up
until June 1, we have 40 dues paying
members from seven feeble local unlons,
The role of Yan A. Bittner the chief re-
presentative of the United Mine Work-
era of Amerfea in West Va, and the
right band man of John L, Lewis on the
Interpational Executlve Board, has long
been proven notorious. Willinm 2. Fos-
ter, in his bhook, “Misleaders of Lahor”
polnta out to the workers that'”, YVan A,
Bittner 18 the coal operators’ best assur-
ance that the coal minera of that state
will not be organized” The Agures of
the most recent betrayals by Bittner
prove thls adeguately. Latér onh @ we
will deal with the West Virginla situa-
tlon more thorcughly., This particular
rection of the coal mining induasiry Is to-
day the most {mportant and the plvot
of all unlon movements.

Imspite of these fgoures which are de-
rived from the ofclal records of In-
teraational Secretary-Treasaorer Willlam
Green angd Thomas Kennedr, Lewls s
continoing to pay tax on 400000 mem-
bers In the Amerlcan Federation of TLa-
bor in order that he can use the voting
power for his own personnl ambitions.

The Credentlals Committee report was
a plece of ont-right robbery. The part
the Credentials Committes plays s to be
surea that enough delegates are packed
that will glve Lewls an overwhelming
majority. The job ls done wery cruodely,
bot It 18 put over conventlon after com-

—

vantion., Out of the 1155 delegates that
attended ‘the conventlon the bulk of them
only represented themselves. The hona
fide delegates from the Anthracite re-
glons, Illinols, Indians and & few other
rampants of distriets, were pitted agalnst
“blue aky™ delegates that posaibly bhad
never worked in the eeal mine or had
never belonged to the organization. ‘The
figures of the International Secrefary-
Treasurer compared with the report of
the Credentinls Committes, proves this
very conchusively. We have the follow-

inp facts: Faying
District Delegates  Members
2 Pa. 30 LU
5 Fa. &l 1142
& Ohio B 262
8 Ind. ] 168
16 Md. 1 -
T W, Va, 22 ar
1% Ky, & Tenn, 47 =0
21 (Okla. Ark. & Texas 25 63
23 Western Ky. G2 a7
25 Missouri ik 187
30 Hentucky 14 34
41 West Ya. 15 2168
Total i3] 0484

363 of the above delegates do oot
have a single tax paying member in the
hpcal unlona they repredent!

Iluoia hed 285 delegates representing
a total membership, 313068 dues paying
IM=relet Mo, 1—Pennsylvania hoad 131
delegates with 45043 paylng members.
Distelet Mo, 31—Weat Va. had 1235 dele-
rates with 2188 tax payving members,
Distelct . 8—Pa. had 61 delegates with
32403 tax paying members. District
No. §—Pa. had 868 delegates with 1,153
tax paylng members.

Quite a contrast. Yet some of the
slmon pure, “leyal unlonist" suffer un-
dor the lloslons that Lewis and his
machineg may bow to majority decision
and wvoluntarily abdicate when the maj-
ority so desires. The abowve facts indic-
ate all too glearly; if forther proof be
peeded, that only by a strongly organized
determined Left wing can the union be
cleaned of such robbish., That Implies
tenncicus struggle and united efforts of
all who are ready to fight for a clean
unlon.

The National Miners® Union in a atate-
ment to the conveation charges that the
delegates that came to thizs couvention
from the unorganized fields were “hand
picked, balted with whiskey, no elections
of delegates belng held, | packing the
convention for the Lewls machine.” That
iz obviously true.

The first day's sessbon of the conventlon
was marked by a sharp division of forces.
ted mainly by the Illinols “insurgents’.
Some 222 opposition votea were “connt-
ed" by the TLewis tellers. This
is far from correct. Whole rows of op-
position delegates were left out from
the eount. This, however, was the larg-
est oppositlon vote cast agalnst the
Lewis muchine. It remained fairly well
Intact throughoot the entire convemtion,
votlng agalnst practically every propoa-
al that the administration brought for.
warid, Within the Illinols opposition
wis formed a Left wing groop. A few
allies #rom the outlying flelds were join-
wd. However, the terror and persecu-
tlon of the Lewls administrallon was
ap hrutal that greater numbersa were
prevents] from jeining forces, Notably,
among those who led a militant Left wing
fight thronghout the conventlon, were
delegates Gerry Allard, August It Hof-
fman, Lawrence Lamb, Beorell, of Il-
inois, Delegates Schuster, Mische, of
Pennsylvania and o few other elements
with a “socialistie tinge”. Outside of
the above mentioned elemeénts, the con-
vention was dominated by twe rival re-
actionary factlons. The Illinols faction,
embracing scores of honest, rank and file
delegates, fought all through the con-
vertion for home rule, The Left wingars
supported them on every progreéssive is-
REIE,

The Wmjunction secured by the former
disirict Preasldent of the Illinole miners
Harry Fishwick, and =till cooforced
agalnst the arbitrary revecation order
of the International Unfon, waz the
subject of heated discusslon for the first
pix dayz. A wide range was glven In
tng discussion where Illlnols delegates
clashed with the supporters of the In-
ternational Unlom. Fist fights broke out
in the ponvention op ope  occasion

whep the BSeargeants-at-nrma  altempted:

to drag oub of the convention, John
Hindmarsh, of Springfeld, I, sslf-
clalmed gocialist and for years a figure
in the miners’ movement. The disgrace-
ful attempt of the International officers
ordering the ejecting of Hindmarsh so
girred the conventiom that the Anthrac-
ite and Illinols delegates joined forces
in defeating the attempts of kicking
Hindmarsh out of the conventlon, The
fighting determination of the insurgent
delegates was a0 great thet fear struck
the hearts of the reactonarles, This had
a great effect In stopplng any further
attacks on delegates who dared to Jls-
gent with the almighty ruler, Aslde
from heated verbal clashes, coupled with
the great one man burlesgue of John
L. Lewls, no physianl damage was re-
corded.

The report of the Committee on Reso-
lutions revealed that 97 resolutions of
different character were submitted to
the convention by varlogs local unloms
throughout the country mainly from I1-
linola. The Committes expressing the
political lne of the administratlon re-
jocted scores of progresaive resolutlons.
Resolutions on the aix hour day and the
five dany week, bank to bank, Unemploy-
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meéent Insurance, Agalnst Criminal Syn-
dicaliam, For Ol Age pensions are abouat
the only concessions the reactionarics
made. ‘The pressure was forced to all
extremes by the Left wing group, the
originators of these progrossive moeas-
ures,

Resolutions on the recognition of the
Boviet Unlon came from Westville, Il
Inols; Hocks Springs, Wyoming; and n
militant one from local unlon Moo 303 of
Orlent, I1l. The resolution Yrom local
upion No. 308 called upsn unconditional
recognition as well as to extend liberal
trades relatlons with Soviet Ropablie,

extend credits, etc, The resolution for-
ther polnted out that recognition of the
Soviet Government would assist gener-
ally in relieving existing unemployment
difficultes as well as to assist (he Hus-
gian working class to realize thelr greast
efforts at laying the foundations for
Socialism, Gerry Allard, mover of re-
oalution, delivered a  powerfol  abtack
against the Lewls reglme in refosing to
recognize the Boviet Governpment Dele-
gote Mische, District 1 of the Anthracite,
auppotted the resclution and oppisEed
the Committee’s report. Secreétary-
Trepsurer Kennedy, in volelng the opin-
ion of the administration charged the
“Boviet government of assisting the capi-
talist class in this country to destroy
the Unlted AMine Workers of Amerlca
and the offical labor movement."” Allard
challenged Kennedy to submit the evi-
dence that the Hovlet governmirt had
done go. Kennedy aplurted to the bheat
he knew how, bt ne evidence was forth-
coming. Im spite of a predicted defeat,
the regolutlon gained attestion, recebved
appalanse and a sobstantial wvote but
the aye and nay nofe was cast agalnst
the Committes’s repart.

On Unemployment Insuranee the com-
mittee made n report camonflaging the
lssae, by stating the International Ex-
coutive Roard will “investigate”. A rank
amd file delegate asked the ecommittes
what they were golng to “investigate™?
How an unemployed  worker diss of
hunger? The Committees report, a8
was to he expected, was concurred In by
the packed binch of professional hand
clappers that infested the conclave,

A remolution from Rovallon, Illinods,
asked that Jobhn L. Lewls re=ign as
prealdent of the Internatlonal Unlon
The officlaldem asaailed the rfeszolution
and charged that it was “a plece of coal
aperitora’ work or Communist propda-
ganda." Awgunst R, Hoffman, young mili-
tant mine leader of Illinols attacked
Lewis for his beteavals for many years
anid asked that Lewls reslgn. Howwever,
he pointed ouwt that he wndersototd in
the beginning that it never wonld he som-

plied with, The chalr later reprimanded

Hoffman and threatened to bar him from
the convention If he made another break.
Delegate Hindmaresh asked that Lewls
reslgn as International Presklent or as
President of & large bank in Indiana-
polis, This stirred the conventlon
Lewls never denled that he was the
president of a bank, rather pdmitted
that he was, From Union president to
Republican National Committes man, to
Bank president—that proves that Am-
erica is a land of great promise for the
youth of the working class!, the great,
bushy browed, pot bellled John Lo Lewls
roared time after time as yoathfol dele-
gutees poured o hot barrage of attack
against bhim and his blrelings, With his
aratorical trlcks and experienced lHeut-
enantz, he sueceeded in every instnnee to
impress the newspapermen in the press
box who cleverly fized the reports for
the “pubibe’,

The outstanding featnres of the conven-
tlonn was the fact that the dominating,
gaotive element from the Anthrocite and
Winols delegations were young coal min-
BEs, MThe statement in the convention
was mede, that never before had so lerge
a number of youthfol delegates attended
the Unitedd Mine Workers conventlon.
Taswis, time after tlme, along with the
officlal family, attempted to exeuse the
young miners who attacked the admin-
istratlon as “woung”, “Inexperiemesd",
“thiey will change thelr minds in due
time.” This healthy representatlon was
& ray of great hopes. The forees within
the mining Industry, as well as in tho
entlre capitalist order, threw the class
lines sharply before the miners, especial-
Iy those aetive yonung men who dared
to volee protest in a terrorized, packed
convention.

The United Mine Workers of America
has completed another great betrayal,
under the rule of Lewis, Lewis, the
mouthplece of the capitalist class per-
formsa the role of agent provocateur, de-
portation agent, assists to rallread mili-
tant workers to prizon, atifles union
progress in the mining flelds, The Left
wing forces in the mining industry that
are glowly but surely molding thelr ef-
forts together must fuldll their tasks
gpeedily. The rank and file of the Unl-
ted Mine Workers of Americs. the Na-
tional Miners Union and the West Vir-
ginia Miners Unlon, must anite their
afforts under a clear, uncorrupted, dem-
ocratie leadership and pave thoe way to
the rehabilitation and rejovenation of
the miners’ struggles, carrying the fAght
on & higher revolutionary program of
pnlonism, With the many odds against
such & movement, unification of the
Left wing element 15 a erying need. Div-
islon on acconnt of personal or factional
preference is the weapon that the hosaes
and thelr agents will further use to
starve the working elassz inte submissinn,

The fAght agninst the mizleadership of
the Tnited Mine Workers of Amerlen
poes on, It will continue in spite of all
the enemies of the coal miners,

—-A DELEGATE.

Indianapolis, Ind. Feb, 10, 1632

Lovestonites in the

A Protest Confercoce of ‘YWorkmen's
Clrele Branches was beld on  Sonday,
February Tth, 1832 at Btuyvesaut Cas-
ino, 142 Sccond Avenie, New York City.

This conference was called by an Initi-
atlve Committee, organized by the fol-
lowing branches of the Workmen's clre-
cle: 168, 34, 368, 380, 417. 637 and G566

The purpse of the conference as ex-
plained In the call, was: “To discuss thel
sgab-dlaease problem in the W. . and
the passive atlitude of the present lead-
erghip of the W, . towards scab metn-
bera. The same satatement also infers)
that the problem of change of leadership]
iz involved in this strogegle amd  that
auch must be proletarianized,

150 delegates, reprekentating 75 branci-
s, partlcipated 1n the conference. The
majority of the delegates came from New
York City ad New Jersey State. A few
came from DPhiladelphia Pa., Bostbn and
Bpringfeld, Mass,

If we take into consideration the un-
favorable conditions which the Initiatiwe
Committes had to contend with, and
gapecially withont a press, the Confer-
enee wag o sueeess, It has proven again
the fallacy of the “Third Perlod”, ultra-
Laft polley of aplitting the Workmen's
Circle (which was alsy supported by
the Lovestoneites) and leaving the work-
ors in that organization at the mercy of
the 8, P. leadership.

The responss to the call has shown the
correctness  of the Leninist positlon
aghingt splita which he has so profound-
Iy exponded in his pamphlet, “Left Slek-
ness”. The workers, even those who
were sympathetic towards the Left wing
movement, refused to aplit away, becauss
of their healthy instinet against solits
in the labor renks. Then again the ob-
ejetive copditlons of the last few years,
a8 unemployment, the successes in the
Soviet Unfon, have changed the mind of
a great many workers in those organiza-

tions, Thes® workers are now viy.ntly
opposed to the course of the present
leadershlp iu the trade unions; ther

antl-Soviet attitnde, thelr toleration of
scabs and employers in the W. . lead-
ership was needed to give expreslon 1o
that sentiment. The call for the con-
forence gave this opportunity.

The Lovestoneites Play Their Role

The party, in the deplorable eopdition
it finds itserf because of nlne yesra of
Right wing and «vntrist loadersbi;: 1=
not apt to give léadership to any move-
ment now., Here a wonderful oppurtun-
ity is given the Loevstoneites to per
form thelr *“historle” role. They Jdrag

this movement into the swamp of op-

portnnism.

Workmen’s Circle

Because of lack of space, it Is Impos-
sible to go lnto detalls of the grganization
of and procedure at the Conference, Thoae
of the readers of The Militant who can
read Jewlsh will find a wvery elaborata
article on that sobject in the secdnd is-
gne of Unser Hamf, Here we will ax-
plain the position of the Lovestoneibes
in the W. ., in brisf.

The Lovestoneites, still believing thut
they are the “Majority Group™ of the
party, at the time of the split of the
W. C. engineered by the party, sup
ported and pactlelpated in the splitting
of the W, (2, Bhortly afterwards they
realized that those that followed the
call of the party will not sopporl Foves
stona, Im a hurery, they made o Fasr
i, Baes, with lightning speea o the
W, . —became their motto. Slece then,
the Lovestoneites everywhere trovelled
with Mghtolng spesd to the Right. Bo
alzg in the W. . But here, in the
W. (., they woere oot recelved with open
arms s In the [ L. G. W. U, or 'nwer-
son. The Right wing leadership could-
n't Aind a reaszon why they shoold re-
cognige them. But despite all the nolse
the Lovestonelites make and the (ealizh
attitude of the Frelhelt towards them,
by boosting them through attacking them
vvery dny in the Freiheit, they have not
oply not galoed organizationally, but
have lost Influence, membership and
even in circolation of their paper. Thay
are making a desperate attempt to got
a foothold somewhere, ready to  pay
any price for it. In the Workmen's Clc-
cie, they try to utillze the present dls-
sutisfaction in order to force n deal on
the so-called oppositlon (which 1s only
a Right wing ¢'ique fighting for power).

Ia it any wonder that ander such lead-
crehlp the Ceonference showed Its pol-
itleal impotence. The Initiatlve Commir-
tog showed an utter lack of understand-
ing of the problems confronting the
membership of the W. €. They haven't
gven upderstood the real character of
the scab problem in the W, . They
have tried to make & & “pure and sim-
ple* scab lssue, not realislng that it
in a symptom of a diseased body and
that some limbs, especlally the scab
and enfployers group, to whom the
present leadership leoks for  supporl,
will have to be amputated. Cousequent-
ly, the whole movement had all the char-
acteriaties of the opportonist swamp, as:
no perspective, no plan, not a single
concrete proposal. The few concrets
proposals  In  the resolutlon by the
conference were taken from other resolu-
tions.

The crasscat example of opportunistic
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Is Mooney to Stay in Jail ?

Reactionaries Make Capital of the Stalinists' Blunders

+

Disgusted by the betrayals of the
eynieal fakers of the Californin State
Federation of Labor and the A. F. of
L., the lmpotence of well Intentloned 1ib-
ecrals and the futility of purely legal
maneavers, Tom Mooney addressed &
ringing call to the worklong class of this
country to upnite in a fight for his b
eration and the freedom of class war
prisgners, Fourteen years in prison had
not  goftened the milltant fighter. The
idens amd language of his eall are revola-
tienary. They conslitoted the necessary
spark to fan into Hames again the smol-
dering resentment of the worklng class
agninst perbaps, the rawest frameuap of
capltalist class justice. And they came
at the time of the approach of the third
vear of o still deepening crlsls, when
their resolt In & militant working elass
movement would open up  trememlons
possibilities for the Aght agoinst the
capitalist offensive and for relief.

In numing the organizatlons to the
milttant Individuals and unitg of which
he appenled, Mooney placed  sguarely
npon their shoulders the responsibility
of uniting In a movement forf his relense.
In the list were all the Communist
groups meluding the Internationnl Labor
Defense. It  was  obvlous, although
Mooney did not say a0, that he meant
the I. L. Id, and the C. P. to take the
bdtiative In lsunching and organizing
such A movement. Mooney's pamphlet
cxposing the betrayals of Bochuuenberg
and Co. who received the undivided sop-
porc of the A. F. of I. bureaucracy, and
atill do, left no doubt that he did not
look to theose gentry to bulld and lead a
fighting movement, Nor could it be
reasoned that bhe had any eonfldence in
the 1, W. W, futilitarians, or the other
groups enumerated in hiz eall, including
the simon pure legal men of the social-
ist party leadership. Their record of in-
capacity, spioelessnezs and  bebrayal
shouted too lowdly agalnst the supposi-
tHion of thelr conducting n fight.

The organization to whom fell the
tngk of Izsulng a call o build the move-
ment was the L I. D. On the fifth of
HZeptember the Daily Werker issved a
“Call for United Action”. Mooney left
tha I, L. D, no cholee. He asked for o
genuine  united front. The I. L. I
cailig for United Froont Conferences,

The united front projected by the call
had twoe principal defects. The confer-
pnces were to be chlled—for the release
of Tom Mooney and Warren Billings, the
Harlan Miners and Scottsbore Negro
boys. Imperial Valley sirike leaders
and other class war prisoners. As The
Militant remarked on September 12,
“It is obvious that o united front move-
ment for Mooney would be recreant in
its duty if it failed to conduct a sirug-
gle algo for the other class war fighters.
But in this speclfic campalgn, the whole
point Iz missed by fadling to concentrate
the whole fssue around Moonpy nas the
outstanding symbol of the eapitalist sys-
tem of antl-working class frame-ups
. . ™ Hat for the HBtalinists burean-
eratle complacency and prestige ia all!
The Mooney lsspe—ecould be burled by
lomping it with half o dozen other 6
g !

The second mistake in  the united
front ontlined by the call was its Aap-
peal not to organizations to joln with
the I. L. Id, but to individuals:—"the
rank and file members of the A, G W,
—ihe working c¢lass members of the
socinlist party, ete—" It war to be
a recruiting drive disgu'sed as a united
front from below. They obst'naiely per-
glsted In a musguerade which fools no-
by

On the negative side, there Iz much
to recond. ‘The Oppogition, pursoant to
its polley of opposing Moonep's ap-
peal (Militant, Sept. S5th), sent & dele-
patlon to the N. Y. united front confer-
enis,  Despite the faet that the Com-

charlatanism was demonstrated by the
Lovestoneltes by the introduetlon of the
second resolution, In this resclution,
the Conference protests against Haskin,
Secretary of the W. ., for refusing the
addresses to the Initintive Commitbee
at the same time giving it to & Mr.
Felnberg, who sends out an appeal for
an Antl-Soviet paper and slanders the
Soviet Union,

The purposs of this resolutlon was to
dampen the protest of the radical dele-
gatea against the rejectlon by the Love-
stome group of evVery progresslye e
solutlon, as: recognition of the Soviet
tinfon, Unemployment, Trade Unlon
Unity, ete., introdudeed by the delegates.
They wanted to smuggle in the word
“Soviet Unlon™ angd make thelr few fol-
lowers belleve that this iz a resolution
for recognition of the Soviet Union, The
regult was that the Right wingers wounld-
't mgree to be fooled in such & manner
and left the Conference, The progres-
glve delegates are still in the dark and
cannot explain how such a conference
of workers could fail to take a stand
on such issues as Sovief Union, Unem-
ployment, Trade Unions, etc.

This Conference, due to the opportun-
latle leadewablp, has falled so far to
crystallize a  classfconsclous, milltant
e¢lement in the W. . At the same Eime,
it demonstrated that there aré potentlal
olements for the revolutionary labor
movement, who crave for a consistent
revolutionary leadership. Only by work-
ing within the labor mass organlzatlons
wil the revolutlonary movement be able
to glve leadership to the labor movement.

—J. B.

munlst League s mentioned by name
in Mooney's appeal as one of the or-
ganizatlons he wants to participate in
& gennine united front, our delegation
was ejected under threats of violemce,
In Minneapolls, 3t, Lonls and Staunton
and Belleville, I, where the I L. Ih
organlzed mo conference and where the
Opposition was instrumental in setting
them afoot, the I. L. I} parsued a pol-
fey of: either we control the confir-
opee or we smash it In one way or
another they wrecked all of theme con-
ferences.

This method of freelng Mooncy has
rulnous eonsegquences for the Communist
moverment. Mooney's cause will not die
it the party does not take it up. The
izsue will become a plaything for all
gorts of polltical fakers.  Particulacly
dangerous are the bourgeols demagogues
whe use the lssue to make political
capltal, for the puorsait of personal am-
bitions. From time to time the press
records thelr plous hypoerisy. The lat-
esr to come lo our attention is the re-
port in the N. Y. Times of Febroary 13
of resclutions demandng that “Governor
Rolph pardon Thomas J. Mooney Imme-
dintely”, Introdeced into the House of
Representative by those despleable dem-
agogues from Mew York State, La Guar-
dln and Sirovich

In the Ilull in the Aght ercated by the
innctivity of the Communists, (he Moli-
ore’ Defense Commitice, the 1, W. W @il
others are bosy propagating the (llusin
that & boyeott of Callfornia gouds wan
foree Mosney s releage, When ths inn-
erant peddler of confusion, Marcus Gra-
h“m‘ of the L. W, W, can pETELlIﬂ! i
gronp of militant minérs Hke the Staun-
ton Miners' BEducational Body to unanl-
mously adopt & reésolution for a boycoll
of Califernian prodacts as a means of
petting Mooney out of joll it Is only be-
cause these fAghtlng miners have  beow
maile-eagy préy by thelr confusion and
dispust with the Joe Tasaes ang 3l
Gelierts,

Finally it must be rememborcd that
the last act In the Walker-Holph puablie-
ity stunt has not yet been reached. Gov.
Rolphk, whoe has reserved judgoent on
Walker's plen, is sitting back waiting to
gee what pressure thd working clazs wiil
bring o bear on him fop Moope¥'s pe-
lease. His reply Iz due soon. If  po
wiarking class pressaore s fortheoming,
he will find that Mooney's reloase is not
to be consldered.

Working class pressure can foree him to
find the necessary legal pretext to par-
don Mooney, The time la short In which
to build a fighting working class fove-
ment.  Huat it Iz not too late If we begin
at onee. This the 1. JT. 1 shouwld de,

What i npeeded s & genuine unibed
front, from which the Communists have
nothing to lose and evervthing tc gain,
For this wnited front every parity meém-
ber, every member of & party  oranizs-
tion soald raise his volee,

T, BTAMM,

A Letter From Our Class
War Prisoners

We were committed to prison Wed-
nesday 1Tth, It took us the whole day
to get In. We see each othep ln the it
tle prison yard every day for two hours;
together with the other white prisoners.
Have aleo been glven work togelber, I
am told that no days off are allowed on
sontences under one Year. We recelve
the common treatment accorded all com-
mon prisoners, no speclal privileges, Pol-
itical prisoners are rather a novelty
here, There are however a few sympath-
lzera,

We will get a paper eévery Bunday ouly.
1 will Inguire about a Daily Worker sub.
The very meagre prison llbrary can sup-
ply only trash and some classics. Thers
is no book by any Ruassian writer! The
rule iz, I think, that books may e sent
only from the publisher and then must re-
main here. Will see more about it It
works, as things do under capitalizm,
very hord on the poor, It i3 an expens
glve matter.

Have no conceérn on dur part person-
ally, We are well and In good spirits
—wir gee each other avery day you know.
Mot at all downhearted. We miss onr
fresdom and contacts with the movemant
personally, but we know it i for a com-
paratively short while only. We are
proud to be here sa politloal prisoners:
not for & moment would we change
pMaces for that of the hosts of bought
gonla and eravens, outslde: angd the sab-
otagers of working class nity. One thing
we want is news of the outside, partl-
cuslrly of the movement. The comrades
can do that. We are conslderably ham-
pered in semding out mail but can re-
celve all letters sent us. Tell ua, com-
rades, about the dressmakers’ strike (the
local dally papers carry no news of it);
about the Maring Defenss work; the L
L. T and the whole movement and also
as you may be able of your work. Also
will one of the comrades mall me a ple-
tare (post card, I suppose) of Hose and
Karl

Please glve our fraternal grectings of
solidarity to the comrades of the Marine
Drfienss,

Our best of comradely greetings. Cour-
age and cheer for & good stiff fight from:

Your Comrdes,
GOODMAN AND MORGENSTHERN

pparln e 1 on .




