—

WORKERS
OF THE
WORLD
UNITE

Publlshed weekly by the Communist leoague of America (Opposition) at EH Hast 10th Street, New York, N. ¥.

THE

MILITANT

Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America [Opposition]

Entered as second class mall matter, November 28, 1928 at the Poat Office at New York N. Y. under the. act of March 3, 1878,

2

ey e ———
VOLUME V, NO. 9 [WHOLE NO. 105]

Germany Before the Elections

The latest dizspatches from Berlin re-
port the long expected anouncement of
Hitler's candldacy in the coming presi-
dential elections to be held on March 19.
The New York Times of February 24,
1932, in s editorial comment on this
subject, chides the German reactlonary
bruskly for his “tectlcal” mistake™. "By
lining unp with the venerable president
of the Relch”, the Times goes on to say,
“he would have added to bhis dimenslons
as a reaponsible statesman without sur
rendgring anything of his prestige as a
crussider.” It is quite plain that Wall
Btreet iz rather wvexed with the develop-
menta Ip German intérnal polley. He-
conciled for sbme time now with Fase
st ascendancy It mevertheless dreads the
thought of soclal convalslons conjored
up by the pleture of a hreak with “leg-
allsm™ by the Noazl leader, to whosae
popularity with international reaction it
hag, of late, contriluted not & little. Im
a combuostible politieal atmosphere lke
the preésent, what with the rombling of
the cannon still in full swihig In the
Far Easi, every abrupt turn Iin the ait-
watlon of any of the outstanding Europ-
ean countries is a cause for the greatest
anxziety on the part of American capl-
tatism already dizzily sploning in  the
whirlpeo! of the world crlals.

But, In Germany itsell, 1t 18 pot only
the MNational Socialists who are orlen-
tated for sharp and open class warfare.
The entlre boorgeolsle ia prepared for
it, knows that 1t muost come, apd lends
the miest direct ald to the Fasclsts o
their aims, Only & short two weeks
ago, Groener, Hindenburg's Minister of
the Reichswehr liftad the ban agalnst
Matlonal Soclalists in the army, an act
cquivalent to an open offer of milltary
gollaboration with the Hitler hordes A
Germah newspaper, the Spandaver Volks-
blatt, brings an even more Intereating
report:

“For weeks, Intensive military exer-
clgen are belng held on the parade
grounds of Doeberitz (near Berlin). The
partiglpants In thess exerclses are MNa-
tionnl Boclalists. As many as 3000 men
havs been counted at each fisld day in
the course of the last few weeks . . .
The exercires take place on  the pro-
perty of the Relchswebr., In froot of
tho entrances, soldlerm stand on guarnd.
These are entrances bearing slgos to the

effect that civilians can pass only with|
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the permlssion of the commander. . .

In addition to all this, there Is, of
course, the Nasl terror ln the proletar-
lan guarters, which goes on unabated,
without any interference on the part of
the polles, Omn the other hand, all attempta
of the working class to take measares
against this terror, are put down with-
out much ado, no matter from what e
tion or tendency they arlse. In one of
his proclamations to the army, the same
Groener declires:

“T will never tolerate the preparation
of an auxiliary militla, as 1t has been
spoken of In certaln Relchs Baoner (re-
formist) elreles . . . Buch onganizations
lead in the last instance, to  workers’
and Soldiers’ Counclls and simllar rev-
olutionary formationms®.
membered, In pasaing, that the Relchs
Ranner f2 not even as exclusively work-
ing clasa organization by the o poal-
tlon of itg membership. But the fact
alone that the Helchs Banner does ln-
clude a great many eoclal democratle
workers, makes it inepfferable to this
minlster of the “democratic German lie-
publle”, tor which the Scheldemanns and

the Eberts saw fit to destroy the fSower

of the German proletariat In 1018,

While the Fasclsts are feverlshly p:-—

]
gcenes, the attention of the entlre Ger-
man natlon ls occaplad by the fortheom-
The Fasclats have select-
ed Hitler, the Centre and the middle
parties, Hindenburg; and the Commun-

paring for thelr attack behind
ing electlons.

{sts, Thaslmann for thein respeciive pre-
gldential candidates. The soclal

wollen Filold Marshall acceptable enough

for the workers in thelr ranks, as the
This despleable
alm of the soclal democrats, which falls
in line with their enotlre traditlon of
that
stands open to successful attack om the
part of the German Oopmmnnlsm. Tha
gorlal democratic workers are jost about
the shilly-shallying of
their leadership, who by thelr tactle of
plece-meal capitulation to the Bruening-

defender of democracy !

working class betrayals, ls one

nanseated with

It must be re

dem-
perats are chiefly concerned with ways
and means of making the former Hohen-

Hitler policles have lost nearly every-
thing that atill held the workera in thelr
ranks attached to the soclal democratic
party. A wvery great part of the social
democratic electorate will uandoabtedly
vote for Theelmann in the éelectlons, e
gardless of tha declslons of their lead-
ership. And this fact iz of great Import-
ance for the Communists, provided they
can link gp the extra-parliamentary
struggle for the socinl democratic work-
ers with it.

Unfortunately, the German Communist
Party, hound hand and foot by the ut-
terly false tactics of tha Stalinist lead-
erahip, with ita disasrous heorles of “8o0-
ial Fasclsm™ and the “unied front from
below™, has not been ahle to progress
very far inthe struggle for toe reformist
workers In the factoles, Desplite the en-
pmons increass in the Communist vote
duorig the electlons held in the coursé
of the last two years, with the 8 P. Q.
josing groupd continually, the situation
in' the factories still remains well with-
in the hands of the soclal democracy.
£3.6 out of every 100 Works Councll
geats atill go to the reformists, while only
3.4 per cent go to the Communists. with-
out an sdvance In the factories, all the
galns in the parllamentary election will
have no meamng. But in order to push
forward In  the fastories, the (German
party must give up its false, un-Leninist
fmm-,;mn of the united front, cast aside

| force the bremch between them and thelr
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lines of a broad

proletirian atruggle
against ponnlng Fasclam, as outlloed by
compide Troteky and the Left Opposition.
instead of persisting in ita ostrich polley
which amounts te & sarrender to the
clags enemy without a struggla.

The presidentlal electlons, consldered

not as g declslve struggle, but as an op-
portunity to rally the workers and to

N

reformlat misleadera, offers another great
opportunity to the Qommunist Party of

Germany to make op for lost ground.

the obatroctlonist theory of “social Fasg-
igm" and reorientate iteelf along the

American  capitalism twisting and
squirming ooder the lash of economic
law, 1s making strennons efforts the pre-
sent time to bring about a revival, I'lan
after plan is being thrown at the coun-
try, only to go down in defeat, leaving
barely a ripple on the geclining crials
curves, But a few short days after the
creatlon of the Recoostructlon Finance
Corporation and the msdmiolstration at
Washington announced the new, bi-part-
isan, anti-depresslon measare, the now
much heralded Glass-Steagall Bill

The coapitallst clasas of this country,
falling to pee any indication of a coming
ravival, even Row, two BEnd a half years
after the stock market crash, are &b
tempting to, through a serles of well
timed and g scale maneuvers to restore
this “confidence” that has supplanted all
thelr economile theory. It i8 omly in am
getual analyels of the proposed. steps that
thelr valuclessness as measures for re-
vival can ba sxposed. FParticolarly s
this true of the present Glasa-Steagall
bill.

“Blg Free Gold Gain", “Credlt Hx-
panslon”, “Increased Currency™, we remd
in the newspaper headlines. What are
the actual facta? Is there a stringency
of credit at the present time?  What
might this “blg free gold” lead to? These
are the gquestions to be answered.

Any economist will admit that were
there & demand for eredits at the pre-
sent time and the banks wers unabls to
satlsfy this demand, any stepa taken to
relieve the credit straln would be steps
for revival, But is this conditlon pre-
valent today? By a mere glance at the
low interest rates of the past year obe
would be foresd to glve only one Anawer.
Industry desiring funds for Iinvestment
have no difficuity findlng lenders, There
s mo credit crisls—except on the side of
the borrowers.

Now, to examine the actusl measuTé.
Under the existing laws, member banks
of the Federal Heserve aystem aré per-
mitted to réediscount (borrow oOn) CRC-
tafn commerdal short term loans [rom
the Federal Resarve Bank. Thin so-call-
od self lignidating paper «consists of
loans secured by actual commercial and
industrial goods to be reallzed upon B0ON.
Thas should industry demand more
dradit, the varlous member bauks can
apply to the Federal Reserve aystem
with these eligible notes s securtly for
loans in the form of Incrensed corrency,

The ¢ry is now raised of the exhaustion
of the total of eligible paper, Item num-
ber coe of the new measure would make

eligibla for rediscount leas secure paper
than at present. Mhis la halled a& the

powerful tonle to ald “our” alckened in-
dusery. WL it do this?

Any aoalysls of the facts shows the
fotility of the measure In this regird
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which money is then loaned to Industry.)-

Hince the International Toudleg 02 g
ment Workers Unfon fssued 1t slilks
call in the Mew York dress shops o
Tuesday Feb. 18 this battle has galnel
in momentum with a clamed 20,000 work-
ers out and approximately G0 percent af
the shopa closed at the time of polng 1.
presa, On 4 whole It 18 ono coomrglug
algn of working class reslatance (o fhe
slashing capitalist offensive.

With nesdle trades workers this
ts & tradition. While they have suffered
untold misery from the sweatshop con=
ditions under which they have been work-
ing for years, they have always been
found In the wery front ranks of the
class struggle. This splendid tradition,
however, has continoally been most onot-
rageonsly abussd by the tréencherouns sell
outs, victlmization and expulsions which
Iz the record of the unlon offichaldom,
It practically paralyzed the oniom In
1827. Yet with the ald of the class en-
emy the corrupt officials were able to
continge themselvea In power and sop-
press the rank and file revolt. DBut the

price pald was the one of re-establish-
ment of the mlsery of the sweatshop, A
heavy price for a union to pay.

The garment workers unfon has sue-
ceeded In recuperation In the sense that

=—JAM GORIMN,

The capitalists assnme that the mers in-
creasing of the total avallable currency
outstanding or the credit avallable, will
insure that Industry will use or desire
this money. Through a false interpre-
tation of concomdtant varlations of the
past they are attempting to rouse the
body of industry by wagglng the tall
of credit. This would be possible only
were  there a shrinkage of avaliable
credit today. But today, the figures of
the Federal Heserve itself show that
there bas been presented for redlscount
of commerciil paper only $E400,000,000 by
the banks of the countey. They atill
Mmave ellgible for redizcount Iin thelr
vaults a total of about 3 billlon dollars
of commercial paper, In addition to 6
billlom dollars of United Btates Govern-
ment Bonds, Furthermors, It has been
pointed out that omly 91 banks of the
total T In the system have exhausbod
their eligible paper. Any expansion of
oredit that Indostry deslred couold have
bean taken caroe of by the prescnt aystem,
The problem they have to solve I that
of creating the desire for eredlt, not the
supply. But then, there is nothlng 1ike
a bombastle gestare.

The second feature of the present bill,
that connected with “free gold™ can be
hailed as & great step forward only by
-thoge who gtlll belleve that Hoowver ls
to Inaogurate the era of engineering
prosperity. Under the present law all
Federal Reserve Notés muost have a4 back-
Ing of forty per cent in gold, the other
gizty percent to be made up of gold or
commercial paper backing, government
bonds belog deflnitely excluded. This
provlalon of course was Inserted to poe-
vent the backing up of the paper cur-
rency by bonds; which are also paper.
Thus a shortage of commercial paper re-
quires the use of gold above the 40 por-
cent lmit, leaving less free gold to take
care of lrge scale withdrawalg by forelgn
countries. This shortage exlsts now as
can be aeen from the [ollewing figures.
Federal Reserve

Notes {sswed 2,020, 000,000 1009%
Eligible papar

held 080,000,000  B4%
Gold required 1,036,000,000 689

Undar:the present provislons only the
“gelf llquedating” papar could be used
a8 backing for the sixty percent featore
{agide from gold and gold notea). The

present measare would permit to be used

Bullding the revolutlonary press is
aven ander objectively favorable condl-
tiops an ardops task It requires uB-
ceaslng -activities by those willing to de-
vote themselves to Itz  acomplixhment.
Without doubt the conditloms today are
objectively Tavorable. We have recelved
many tokena of the growth of sympathy
for the Left Gpposition, but we can, of
conrse, oot overleok the fact that many
workers areé not able to translote thelr
sympathy into materlal support. Yet we
must fAnd the means to overcome soch
handicapa.

In the stream of tarbalent events of
the present perlod the Left Oppositico
preas stands out solld as a rock. But we
cannot at all say that fts foundatlon has
been secured in the sense of providing
the means for it continued exlstamee,
Yot that can and must be accomplished.

It ta hecauss of thig tnat wa today pat-

the ranks have again been strengthened.

" The Glass-Steagall Bill -- A Measure to Aid the Bankers

in addition to the abowe also (1) the
less secure paper of the present ineligl
ble clasas (2) government bonds, This,
of course, lncreases the amount of free
gold of the country. Bul how can any-
one hall a3 epoch-making. a bill that does
nothing but make legal that which ls ac-
tually taking place. With the sprinkling
of the "Holy Water" they merely make
legal that which they are unable to pre-
vent.

On the other hand, the bill s satur-
ated with a sort of concentrated nilro-
glyeering. An ever-mounting pyramid of
U. 8, government bonds, increasing paper
currency, In addition to a growing buodget
defieit, all to be supported by the shrink-
ing gold reserve. The new blll increases
the free gold, bot what does it put in
ftg place? Nothing but -paper valoes
that may collapse at the frst gust of
wind. It is mot for nothing that the
more objective of the American econ-
omista do not assert with al] positiveness
that Amerlca will not go off the gold
standard. The danger becomes morée Lm-
miment dally.

Congress I8 bosy with thede ballyhoo
menagnres hoplng to bring to & atop the
declining  production  indices.  Thelr
rallying centep I8 the one of paychology.
Falling in this, they are preparing the
ground for a collapse worse than thal
of the past three years. The fallure of
the ballyhoo campalgn will bring with
it more misery for the working class.
The Communlsts muost prepare now Lo
take advantage of this movement for the
overthrow of the entire capltalist ayatem.
The opportunity presents itself in  ex-
posing the sham of thia type of man-
euvers of the government, and counter-
pose to them the concrete proposals of
the Communlst movement—andg first of
all the slogan of long term credits to the
Bovlet Union. The Soviet Union needs
these credits; the capitalists of this
country have the necessary funds. Suoch
a move will ald the Soviet Repablic as
well as the unemployed workers of this
pountry who will benefit by Soviet or-
dors forthcoming to American industry
on the basis of long term credits, Now
the opportunity ]'maﬂeutn. ltself for the
Communista to bring this slogan forward
at avery workers' gathering, In the fac-
torles, in the unions, and among the un-

employcd.
—H. 8TONE.

Our Press Needs Your Help !

tleularly ecall wpon all comardes and
supporters to asslst us In finding the best
way out of this present diffienlty. Hz-
tension of our presa, bullding ita elreula-
tlon is the way oot

Can we have this assistance in  the
form of coocentrated activitles doring
our thrée months' cirenlation drive.
Every new subscription, every addition-
al sdle extends our press and heips pro-
vide the revenue for continpation. It
drives an additlonal nail into the coffin
af ecapltallam,

Wa eall upon all our pupporters  to
participate, to endeavor to securs sub-
seriptions for The Militant, The Enter
national Communlst Cosiow (o appoar
April first), the Young Spartacus, Unser
Hamf and F.umuhl‘tu..

DO YOUR SHARE!
BELP BUILD THE LEFT
OPPOSITION PREESBR!

PRICE 5 CENTS

P

But the same leadership remaing in con-
trol. Doly the intense pressure of the
membershlp brought the lesuea of abo-
litlon of the sweatshop to & hond now
and resglted in the strike, The officlals
dld everything In thelr power to ward
off atruggle. Hurely this ia  sofficlent
reagon to bear close watching of these
officials. Sell-onts are thelr practice and
only the rank and Ala ltself can pro-
perly “guard its own interest.

There s a conslderable difference In
thia strike comparéed to the ona two
voars ago, That was too obvloosly a
mide up afalr of collaboration with the
bosses. The latter were actively help-
ing ¥n shotting down the power A
ejecting the workers from the shopa. The
difference now s In the fact that the
workers are more definitely asseriing
themselves and pressing for thelr de-
LE T

The central issues In the strlke .are
the demands for abolitlon of the sweat-
ghop condltions, for a minlmum plece
work price of not lesa than $1.10 per
hour, and for the forty hour, five day
week, The jobbers and manofacturers ob-
ject, of course, particularly to the min-
imum wage demand and want (o malo-
talu the privilege of the right to reorgan-
{zation in the shops — that is the birlog
and firlog at will

The strike has become a powerful one
one Immensely adding to the ranks of
those following the call of the Left wing
pnlon entering into the counfllct one week
carller. Despite the lack of a unity pol-
fey in the strlke the workers have suc-
ceeded in establishlog unlty on the pleket
lnes, This has served to reduoce actual
scabbing to a minlmum. Naturally the
manufacturers  have begun to feel dis-
torbed which has become particularly
expressed In the statements made by the
jobbers and Inside manufacturers assocl-
ations of negotimtions depending apen
the inroads of the strike Into the unor-
ganized shops. That conslderable such
inrpads are made can be gleaned from
the fact that while the I. I. 5. W. has
within Its ranks only about 1§ percent
of the dress shops, npevertheless the
strike has becomé about G0 por cent af-
fective,

With the atriking raocks attaiuing uo-
ity on the picket Hne the monstrous pol-
ley &f strike leadereship hecomes 8o

much more outstanding,  The 1. I G. W.
officlals are still pursuing thelr old
game of working hand in glove with ome
get of bosses helplng them agalnst an-
other, of working with the jobbers and
inalda manufactorers against the unor-
garized contractors. That 1s play thi
bosses game and benefits them only. It
contalns the very germ of sell-out and

New York Dress Strike Gr;

Workers' Militancy Attains Unity

on Picket Line

defeat. But In the very rank and Ale
unity and determination liea the hope
that It can be circumvented. A victory
of the dressmakers strike will become a
pewerful Incentive to stimulate penecal
wirking class reslstance to the capliallst
wage cutling offcnsive,

In this situatlon the responsibility of
the official party leadership In conrtol of
the policy of the Left wing recelves -me-
centuated Importapce, Cootiouation of
blunders can only strengthen the hands
of the Right wing officlals and thereby
benefit the ¢lass enemy. The preseot
course of the official party policy mecom-
plishes precizely that. It still pro-
ceeds from & proclaimed intention of
smashing the ‘“‘company unlon” and
gmashing the “fake strike™. How ridl-
culons that most sound to the (housands
of workers on atrike one can well lm-
agine, They mean their strike in desd-
ly earnest. They cannot have any 00
great illusions of Intentlons of the Right
wing leadership. But what they require .
s asslstance. Thelr fight s one against
sellaouts as well as against the ¢lasa
enemy. They should be able to look for
guch assistance from the Left wing.

Unity has a very distinct meaning to
workeras In stroggle. The remarkable
achievements on the plcket lne should
be a serious warning to the party officials
that the essence of this word cannot be
played with, This strike iz only one
gtage in the series of confflcts which the
future holds: but it doss offer an OpROr-
tunity for a raﬁulummnr;r polley of
working class unification. It holds the
possibility of wielding this weapon &0
much dreaded by the employers as well
a8 by their agents In labor's rankg.
Kegotiations for settlements are al-
ready ip progress. The industrial union
reports several shops settled. The I. L.
(G, W. lenders can be expected to spand
no efforts to accomodate the bosses. In.
this they can count upon a coat of white-
wash from the Lovestone group which
is already laying its basls hy accusations-
of scabbery by the Left wing. That, of
course, will prove primarily how far this
group has traveled In deserting the Left
wing and all it stands for. Bul above
all it agaln emphasizes the reaponsibll-
lty of the revolutionary party. A cor-
rect polley of trade unlon unity, a pre-
liminary sctual and genulne struggle for
a united front in this atrike, a united
front which .will bring the two unlons
into common struggle for the immedints
common objective, would now  spell &

gerlous step forward in organizing the

general working class resistance to the
capltalist offensive.

ﬁ

Canadian Workers Fight Against Reaction

In Canada the infamous “Scetion 98"
of the criminal code 18 belng inforeed
with a vengeance. Its most outstanding
cass was the trial and convietlon of
alght Communist Party leaders. Hut
that was only a prelude to a yet greater
abjective,

The Canadlan bourgeolsle, the same as
thalr worthy brothers in every other cap-
{tallst country, are codeavoring to lssue
out of its crisle primarily on the backs
of the workers. And, of course, the
eriminal code prosecutions are primarily
the begloning to a general and more in-
tense attack uvpon the worklng class in
an effort to redudee the standard of live
ing. It is gignificant of the role of cap-
ltallst agents within labors’ ranks that
précisely in this situation Mr. Moore of
the Canadian Trades and Labor Con-
gress stepa forward with the statement
that in his oplnion “thesé mon had a
fale trial”.

During the year 1831 there have been
within the borders of Canada over Pl
working clasa arrests. Over 110 years
of Imprisenment was handed cut by the
courts In 155 convictions, Working class
meetings were brokem up and in many
cases entlrely prohibited. Revolutlonary
literaturs was banned. The Dally Work-
er and the Frebhelt are prohibited entry
inte Canada. Workers upon whom any
posaibla susplelon of revolutlonsary lo-
clinations ean be placed arc stopped and
queationed in the streets, This has al-
ready been the experience of - =everal
of our Left Opposition comrades. Soma
time ago the book “The Proletarian Rew-
olutlon” by Trotsky was banned. Just
now org new pamphlets “Germany the
Key to the Internatlonal Situation™ has
guffercd the same fate.

It is encouraging,'however, that the
official Commurdst party of Camada, by
these serlous experfences at least have
learned one valuable lesson. It Is mctu-
ally making some efforts toward butlding
a gennine united front movenent for
the repeal of “Section 25", The ré-
sponss of working clasa organlization
have been s0 broad and wide that it
gives gratifying teatlmony to the powear’
and validity of this policy.

The Laft Opposition 1s participating
fully in this movement. At s recent uni-

ted front repeal conference held in Ham-
fiton, Ont, our comrade Green was seat-
od a8 a representative of the Communist
League of America with Sllver représent-
ing the Toronto conference district. Sel-
scted on a delegation to present demands
upon Premlsr Henry In regard to the
repeal are our comrades Hpector amd

Silver.

Glotzer Meetings

Dewponses from the varlous citles to
our second national tour have been &x-
cellent. In Buffale, M. ¥. the local
branch of the Proletarian Party Opposl-
tlon made arrangements for a public
lecturg for comrade Glotzer under its
own susplees.

Arrangements are now alsc belng com-
pleted for a radio address to be deliver-
ed by comrade Glotzer from the 3t Louls
gtatlon KMOX, on Wedneaday afternoon
March 2nd.  Forther aonouncemcnts of
this we ezpect to make In oor next is-
goe, In Minneapolls our braoch la pre-
paring for a debate with A. C. Townley,
the organizer of the Non-Partisan League.

Tha fact that comrade Glotzer has
just returned from a vislt with comrade
Trotsky, able to give first hand Informa-
tion of the discussions with the revolu-
tionary leader in exile, able also to give
firat hand Informatlon of his impresalons
of the movement in the Europesn coum-
tries, is proving of real Interést and a
gtimulous to the profjected publie meet-
Ings, At the time of golng b0 press
the swing throngh Canada has been com-
pleted and comrade Glotzer 1l heading
weat, The schedule for the balance of
this tour 18 as follows:

Weat Frankfort, 11L ..March 1

Lecture to be at Lahor Lyceum {MNom-
ber Two Orlent Hall) T P M.

8t Louls, Mo....... .« March 2

Lecture to be at Central Library Hall

14th and Olive Streeta, T:30 P. M.
Eansas Clty, Mo, .... March 3
Minneapolls, Mion. .. March & 8, T

Chicago, TIL ....0000 March 9—10
Cleveland, Oblo ...... March 11
Youngstown, Ohlo ... March 12
Pittsburgh, Pa. ..... March 13"




