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LEARN FROM THE WORKERS

The sound impulse of the millitant
workers to malotailn solidarity with per-
socubed members of their class uwoder
all conditions has agaln been demon-
strated by the lateet actlons of Local
Sige) of the carpenters’ oolon in regard
to the marine workegs' defense. At the
game time it has been shown agoin how
tar upstart bureaucrats, holding offlee
by appointment and freed from account-
ability to the ranks, can depart from the
principles they claim th espouse, and
evan to monopolize.

Local 2000 contains galte a few pro-
gressive and militant unidnists, lucluding
4 number of aympathizers of the offelal
Communst Party. The L |I... Dv. has had
& strong support there and the carpenters
have responged every time to its appeals
for class war prisoners. They ook the
idea of pon-partisan labor defense more
seriously, apparently, thar the officials
of the I. L. 1% who had talked Lo them
s muock about it Consegoeatly when
an appeal was made to them for the
marine wirkers they -responded just as
loyally a8 they had done In other cases.
The principle had taken root in the un-
jom, and the few members, ‘dnspired by
the Party and [ L. I buresaerats, who
tried to sabotage the acties suecceeded
only in damaging thelr own prestige.

It might be thought that this warning
would have bean sofflcléent to put & stop
to sich trifling, at least in this uniom.
But the Stallnlat generals angd fleld mar-
ghells bave bhard hBeads, very little
ghame and absolutely no redpect for the
intelligence of the workers. They thought
there must be some mistake, and they un-
dertook to correct It. Hacker, the dls-
triet orgonizer of the I. L. Ik, took am
evening of from his ardunua |labors for
the principle of pon-partisan support of
class war prisoners to go to the unloo
and explain that it did wot apply in this
case, Haying learned by the previous
gxpericnce that the carpenters could not
e turned aglnst the prisoners, he switch-
ed the attack to thelr defense committes
and proposed that the union should with-
draw its sopport from that body.

The ruse did oot work. Withoot show-
ing any prejudice one way or the other,
the carpanters declded to hear both sldes
bafore coming to thelr fAnal decislon
They Invited the defense committes to
send a speaker to the next mecting. Af-
ter hearing him they. voted to continue
thelr support of the marine defense com-
mittes untll the end, without glacken-
pg any of thelr belp to the cases defend-
ed by the I. L. I

In this amction the workers gave two
legsons to the bureaucrats, On the one
hand they showed that what they are
really concerned about ip worklngmen in
jall and not the ausplees of thelr de-
tense. Omn the other hand, rejecting the
gabotaging tricks of the Hackers, they
maintained their ®kolldarity with the
prisoners defended by the I L. D., in
gplte of the Hackera. In both cases we
believe they were right. Their actlons
ghow a line of principle, and that & what
ia needed to find the right anewers o
questions of the class struggle.

The lesson will ba lost ¢n the bureau-
crats of Stalinism because these people
think only of instructing the woTkers,
never of learning from them. But we
have no doubt it will have its effect on
the Communists In the carpenters’ unlon
who were made ridiculous befors their
organization by thelr attempts to CcAFEy
out false instructlons.
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UNITED FRONT IN FREACTICE

Wea have heard & lot of twaddle about
the united front from crities of the Left
Opposition  who  have described '“f"’

e for principle as “sectarianism”.
!;;1:::1“ mll rt:::t. the fArst concrela @x-
ample of the united froot which has oot
involved a sacrifice of principle—the mar-
ine workers' defense committee—was in-
itiated by the “sectarlans” of the Opposl-
thin, 2o far all of lita pctivitlea have
peen of & positive character and we have
no reagon to regret our participation in
i{t. What the future will bring we can-
not know, but this much 18 already claar i
the formatlon of the committeg carried
jnto life an almost forgotted principle,
it rendered & timely service to peTee-
cuted workers and therefore to the ¢lass
they represent. Thereby it Is Justified.

The event may have a certaln effect on
future developments In the Left  wing
labor movement. Hopes—as well as feara
and speculations, depending on the
gource—are spoken of all around in this
regard. But in our opinion the hopes
ag will as the fears are conalderably ex-
aggerated. We think now as we thought
pefore that the problem of the united
front, taking all tha clreumstances—and
primarily the splits and relatlon of forces
in the Communist ranks—into eonaldar-
atlon, ls & long way from solution. The
work of the marine workers defenpe COm-
mittee 18 ot best only a pontribution, by
way of example, toward that solutlon.

Most empty and groundless of all I8
the talk about our participation in thia
jolnt struggle signifying a “change of
policy” ou the part of the Communist
League, Those who draw this concluslon
ghow that they kmow no more now than
they kncw before about the gquestion of
the united front. The defense commities
& in o sense a politleal combination. It
|s not o union for joint atruggle on A
wide front of the class struggle. It 18
a almple agreement 1o cooperate on 4 sln-
gle concrete lesue, the most obvious one
and the one having the widest appeal
to the honest workers lo all eamnps, and
would brook no delax

very long when workers are facing trial;

you must sither help to defend them or
desert them. Wea chose the former course
without any [lluslons as to the possible
results and wihout altering our funda-
mental conceptions oo the subject of the
united front in gemeral

Another poeint needs to be consldered
In appralsing this conditlonal, limited|
and—{from our polnt of wiew—unavold-
able onited front sction. That I8 lts ex-
perimental character., Our part in the
endeavor was concelved as a class Juty
at the moment. We never guaranteed
the resnlis of the effort. So far they
are good, far better in fact than was to
be ecxpected. But.we are willing to

to others. We will draw our conclusions
at the end of the expeérlment.
Mevertheless the experines up to date

has all tended to confirm in practiee the
copceptions we beld o advance regard-
ing the difficulties of carrying throogh
a united front action without the parti-
cipation of the official Party. The logle
of the situatlen works agalost ita sue-
cess, and it iz only the exceptional elr-
cumstances and the limited character of

legse predictlons as to the final cutcome|”

the issue, which we_ naturally took into
eonsideration beforehand, that prevented
a dlsruption of the present actlon.

The rode provoecatlons of the Stalin-
jsts could only have the effect of nour-
ishing and strengthening the anti-Com-
munist eléments, which are present in
this case as they will always be. The
Stalinleta, by thelr whole course, pre-
pared the ground for the transformation
of the defense committée Into a concens
tration point against Communism. This
did no happen, and it 18 pot lkely to hap-
pen. There were and remaln certaln
safeguards againat it. By the natore of
the case and the origin of the movement
the Communist are In a positlon to fight
more effectively agninat such @ distor-
tlon. The princlple of unlty—against
the captalsts and not agalonst the Com-
muntst Party—has been firmly establish-
¢d in the polley and work of the com-
mittee and will not be easy to change
And finally, this direction Is strengthen-
ed by the attitude of the prisoners who
have a declsive word and have spoken
it elearly for thia policy.

All of this goes to show that we are
dealing here with an exceptional situa-
tion from whic it would be most anwlad
te draw hasty and general conclusions
for the future. We must rather concen-
trate on the problem of the moment. The
troacherous maneuvers of the Blalinlats
have heen branded as they deserved to (]
The task now ls to hold the defense
movement to the basis of principle apon
which It has workegd up lo now, which
alone could intain ita class unity and

justify its existence.
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MORGENSTEEN AND GOODMAN

‘and Goodman will have its

fought on the pide of the proletarian
tendency In the party. In the ranks of
the Opposition they have been distin-

The imprisonment -af revolutlonary
workers 18 nothing new,

Phe “Disarmament Conference of the
great imperlalist powers s taking place
at & time of the moral collapse of bour-
geols pacifism. In the face of the bleody
Sino-Japanese conflict, the bankruptcy of
the Kellogg Pact, the League of Nations
and the various other designs of the
imperialists- to fool the masses with il
lusory perspectives of internationa
peace, the lmperialists in Geneva fawl
the shaking of the very foundations of

THE MILITANT

wWhes oniy the fi skirmishea of the
great class stroggle have ro far taken
place, and Morgenstérn and Goodmdan
are only two more added to many. Yet
the departure of these milltants repre-
sents & unigee development and has an
exceptional slgnificance, It fell to them
bo be the first to fall victims to direct
class vengeance agalnst the revolution-
ary wing of the Party, The case agalnst
them was purely political; the indlet-
ment was based excluslvely on the oom-
tentas  of our uwnemployment leaflet.
Hitherte thizs persecafion has been re-
fracted through the distorting lens of the
ocntrolling centrism, which §s a form of
alien clasgs infloence upon the movement.
In the persons of Morgenstern and
Goodman,  Ameriean | capltallsm  bas
struck directly at the Left Opposliion.
Thereby it has conferred a slngalar
honor upon them and upon the tause they
gymbolige and represent.

Beyond all doubting there will be
many more to follow in the stormy times
that must Intervene between the present
period of preparation and beglnning and
the day of the final victory. 0Our doc-
trines which are destined to hecome the
fighting fdeas of millions will recelve
their verification in the heat of mighty
conflicts in which no resource of violence

nd oppression will be neglected by the
:\aan enemy. In these fires the cadres
of the revolubionary wvanpguard will be
steelad and tested. There will be many
vietims, The example of Morgenstern
valpe for
thoss who are to follow, We con all be
confident of this becagse those who carry
our flag into the Pennsyivania jall are
not strangers to us. We know them as
fighters, These young and unassuming,
and yet stalwart, revolutionista take
with them our aflectlon and our faith,

Despite their youth, Morgenstern and
Goodman have already earned thelr
standing In the Communist movement;
there are slx of meven years of aetivity
bekind them. They belong to the found-
ers and organizers of the Left Opposi-
tlon in Amoeriea, and before that they

gulshed by thelr qualities of stability and
enduranee, by thelr stubborn adherence
to principle and their capagity te go
against the stream. They combined &
courageous open fight for our ldeas
ngainst heavy odds with the modesty that

The Right

The Hpanish Communlst movement 18
divided into three distinet groups: Right.
Left and the Center represgnting the

“official” wing of Communism. [n these
divisions, the Spanish movement i not at
oll unlike the movement in every olher
important conntry. Whera it differs s
in the relative strength of each of the
three wingas. In distinctlonp from most
other countries, the Left Oppositlon In
Spaln can ecasily atand comparlson with
the officlal pyrty from more standpoints
than one. In additlon, the Right wing
gronp in Spain—at least at the time I
visited the country¥; I learn that the
ratlos have slnce changed considerably
in faver of the party—Ila as large In one
district as the official party Is nationally,
if mot largen And what 18 more, ¢n-
joya practically a monopoly on the Com-
munist movement so0 far as Catalonin ia
comeermed,

The Spaniah Right Iz prganized Into
the Catalonian-Balearle Communist Fed-
gration and it8 electoral Apparatus, the
Workers' and Peasants' Bloc which., in
all important respects, supercedes the
Federation, The Federation was the
representative of official Commuonlsm in
Catalonia ontil a short time ago when
the split teok place between the Catal-
onlans and the Madrld Executive Com-
mittes of the party over the Iinsanaly
gectarian trade unlon pollcy which the
Intter sought to impose upon the parly
members against the will of a majorlty
of them. The trade union dispute which
wag of soch vital Importance at the
height of the revolutlonary upsurge—
involving as it 4id the whole future of
the MNatlonal Confederatlon of Labor
which was belng resurrected—was ren-
dered Inercazingly acate by the extra-
ardinary bureaucratlc reglme prevalling
in the party. The attempt of an frre-
sponsible and unrepresentative cligoe,
terming itself the “Executive Commit-
tes™ to folat itself upon the membership,
willy-nilly, met with obdurate resist-
ance, particnlarly from the Catalonian
Communiatsa.

The result was that, as has happened
everywhere else, the bull-hended arrog-

—.—-—__-

befits the voung revolutionist who doesn't |

know it all, In them thers Iz mot a
trace of the ugly presumptionsneszs of
those academdc upstarts who concelve of
revolutionary education as a set of schol-
aatle exorcises, The jail will not huart
Morzenstern and Goodman, it will only
make them stronger

As ia known, the Stalinists, who dis-
pogs of the party press and the defenst
organization of the 1 L. 1) and ahuse
the good falth of the workers who sap-
port them, refused any assistance Lo our
two DPhiladelphia  comrades. They de-
gerted them In the court of the class en-
emy and give not a published word of
notlce to thelr conviction and sentence.
We will not forget that. In the final ac-

‘ayen in America counting for their rudeness, thelr dis-

and willing to cooperate. If there was|
an¥ distinetion between his proposals and
those of the French or Italinn delegates,
that distinetion was only technical, ot
not In essence. As put by the New York
Times corcespondent; “Litviooff com-
pletes the elrele of these suggestions,
As was fitting for the delgates of thar
New Russia he went to the extrome
{lmit" Litvinov repeatedly emphasized,
“The only way to prevent war ls gen-
eral and total disarmament” This half

thelr “peace” institutions. The masses
in capitalist countries whe are suffering,
batarving and n a state of fear of an ap-
proaching world contlict of unheard of
dimensions, have lest their confidence in
thelr present rulers. They seek & DeW
word, for an lnspiring thought that would
show them the way oot of thelr fortare
pome conditiens. Who could be expected
to bring them that inspiration if oot a
representation of the Soviet Unlon, who
could present the exploited and decelv
gd masses that vitally nesded message
In thelr hour of desperation, I not the
puildera of a free working land™,

The opportunify to fulflll this historic
mizslon was conferred upon M. Litvinoff
by the Soviet Government. Litvinof did
fulfll his mdssion, but In a tréglc man
per. His proposals for peace at th
Geneva Confetedice were disapprinting
and if they had any value at all, it was
that of soothing the shattersd nerved
of the imperialist diplomats and morally
strengthening the tottering structure of
thelr so-called League of MNatlons, the
Kellogg Pact nnd other schemes of de-
celving the masses, Litvinoff's proposals
may alse have the effect of reinforcing
the hopes of the soft-boned, chicken-
hearted liberals and soclal-democrats
who are®sharing In this pecifist fraud
with the Imperiallsts, The workers of
the capitalist countries, the millions of
unemployed, could not read anything out
of Litvinof's proposals.

What did Litvinoff propese -8 a remedy
against war? He proposed disarmament
to the capltallst governments, total dlz-
armament; If acceptable, partlal, if more
practical.  How well it fitted in with, the
program of the Conference and Its al-
Jectives! The Conference I oub to AC-
compllsh just this modest task of reach-
Ing @ CcoumMOn agreement on reducing
armaments, They all talk ahaut 1t. They
all offer plans to achleve It. Litvinoff's
proposals were just appropriate for fhe
occaslon. Besides, he 1a moderate and
conclllatory. He i8 ready to compromise
on & plan of partial disarmament &0 as
not to appear. “impractical” to the lm-

perlalista In & word he was obliging

truth 13 the crux of the whole problem.
Ag g Marxist, Litvinoff must know that
this half truth Mes at the foundation
of bourgeols paclfiam and that it is an
utterly falze theory, He must know that
aecording to Marx, wars are Inevitable
under capltalism. He did not, however,
mentlon a word about the abolition of
the caplialist systemas a conditon sine
qua mon of the abolitton of wars. He
d1d not as much as suggest the neces-
gity for the internutlona® proletalat to
pehfewe the socialist revolotlon If notl
in thelr own [nterests, at any rate In
the interests of the Soviet Unlon, Om
the contrary, he sakd, “The sole alm of
the Hoviet government ls to bulld up
soclallsm in the Soviet Unfon” In other
words, the Soviet government wished
b be assured by the capltallst govern-
ments that their eapltallstic nalure will
pot assert (teelf in regard to the Boviet
oflon.

The same New York Times correspod-
dent remarks, that, “in internationl quar-
tera, the Boviet delegation was credited
with belng marked with moderation and
aa lkely to increase the possibility of
pocesss Tor the Coafersnce.” BSurely, the
correspordent has dn mind the moral soe-
pets of ithe Imperiallst leaders of the
Confersnes, Thus Litvinoff"s miselon in-
gtead of belpr an inspieation to the In-
ternational proletariat has turned into its
opposite by rendering moral success to
international Imperialism. Suach i3 - the
logle of Stalinist dlalectics. Litvinoff
went to the “extreme Hmit” of this logle

Tor tee sake of comparison with the
true Bolshevik-Leninist attitude taken
by another represntative of the Bovlet
government, we shall quote from Obich-
erin'a note to Presldent Wilson In reply
to his message to the T. 8. Congreas of
January 18, 1018, on the question of the
League of Natlons and the conditlons
for World Peace. Dated October 24,
1818
“But the League of Nations must pot
only scttle the present war. I+t musat
make all wars impoasible. It cannot

loyalty, thelr wlolemew and their alan-
dor we will nlso present our bill for
thelr trepchery to  Morgensterm Aand
oodman.

In their actlong su ools case thére =
revealed, as by a  premonitory flash,
what these people will be capable of in
the future when events will put the
great class questlons categorleally, when
po one will be able to dissimolate, to
hide or to evads 'The day of reckon-
ing will come. T4t us hope that it will
come before thely course unfolds its altl-
mate logle in a catastrophe for the
movement. The names of Morgenstern
and Goodman will be a banner for us
in the fight to hasten on that day.
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R e g B N S WES
The Litvinoff Stand on Disarmament

the capitalisis of _'mur.munt'r;r contem-
plate continuing in the future the same
policy of conguests, and of exacilon of

profits from China and Siberia,
and that fearing the competition on the
part of the Japanese capltallats they are
making miltiary preparations In order to
overcome the reslstance which may be
affered them by Japan, You undoubtoed-
Iy know of similar plans of the rullng
capitaist clroes with regard to  other
territories and other natlons.  EKnow-
ing this, you will have to agrée with us
that it iz not possible to leave the fac-
tories, mines, banka (n the hands of
private Individunls, who always use the
great means of production created by
the masses of the people to export the
products and capital te foralgn ¢oun-
triea, to extract from them excessive pro-
fits, provoking imperialist wara by their
gtrugrle over the booty., We propose,
therefors, AMr. Presldent, that the ex-
propriation of the capltalists of allcoun-
triea bo mdopied as another of the basic
principles of the League of Nations,
ehe, .. LT
Why did not Litvinoff take this cor-
reet stand? He could pot becanse that
world not be in accordance with Stalin’s
theory of “ Hoclallam In one country,”
whic is a reversal of Leninist inter-
natlonalsm. This morbid theory ls the
orlgingl source of the opportunsin  and
moral stapnation to which the officlal
Communist movement ls doomed by the
Stalnist leadership. It I8 this sporious
theory that has limted the role of the
Communist parties to that of mere fron-
tler-guards of the Boviet Union, with
little walue and significancs in the Io-
ternational proletarian revolution.

by the Btalin lepdership “coonter-revelu-
tHonary Trotskyism' and s  place s
taken by natlonal opportunism. Marsz-
lan teachings on the laws and develop-
ment of capitalism are substituted by
petty-bourgesls paclfism and poteld op-
portuniam, The slgning of the Kellogg
Pact by the Stalin Government was &
violent breach of Lenin's International-
Ism. Litvinof.s proposals at the Gen-
eva Conference are of the same char-
noter,

Terin condacted a hitter strugple be-
fora and after the world war againat
pacifigm.. The Stalin leadership at the
(Feneva D!.q._urmmunt Conference has
glven ald and comfort to the imperlalists
and thelr pacifist agents. Let the Com-
munist worksrs take note!

be unknown to you, Mr. President, that

ALBERT ORLAND.

lenin's Internationallem fp consldered)
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woce and blundersomeness of Slalinlsm
literally drove hundreds upon hundreds
of the best Communist workers Into the
camp of the confuslonlsts and opportun-
ists. Bkiliful leader, popular fgure In
the party and among the workers, rev-
olutionist of long standing and preatige,
Joaguln Maurin, with his assoclates Ar-
landis, Arquer, Bese, Miravitiles, and
others, was able to win the leadership
over the whole Communist organization
of Catalonls “and the Balearle Islands”.
To such an extent that the oficlal party
today, while It grows with sometimes
phenomennl speed In other parts of the
land, has practically do strenglh what-
apever In Catalonla, where the Maurin-
ists have some four to alx thousand (the
figure has Increasped sinee I left) in the
bl

The structural relatlons between the
Foderation and the Bloe are reminiscent
to an Amerlecan Communist of the fab-
uwloua plan of Pepper & Co. to bulld a
mass party in the Unlted States by the
simple expedient of organizing the “Fed-
erated Farmer-Labor Party”™ on a “mass
reale” and then soddenly converting it
inte the Communist Party. Im Catal-
oulw, too, the Federation cootrola the
Bloe, and Iz led by preclsely the same
people dressed in different uwniforms as
occaslon requires. Bot there 1z one fea-
ture of it which is worse than what the
glittering Pepper concelved. While the
gitll-born F. F.L. P. was at least for-
mally concelved as a bloe composed of
various organizations otherwise Indepen-
dent of each other, and admitting no in-
dividual membership, the Workers' and
Paasanta’ Eloe i8 a “bloc” in no real
sense of the word. The Communist Fed-
eration directs [t; like the Pederation,
the Rloc is based upon individeal and
Bol group membership; In a word, it Is
an enlarged caricature of the Federatiom
iteelf, and nothing more.

Yot -there 18 something more. The
Maurinist justification for the two or-
ganizatlons 18 that the Federation should
be “pure” and take in  only  edocated
revolutionist, Communista; It must be
somewhat “parrow”, But “as Lenin
tought”, the Communlat party, I e, the
Federation, must surround itself with
broad mess organlzations Iato which
even non-Communist elements may be
taken, Such an organlzation, the Dloe
iz supposed to be. It iz much larger than
the Federation; it takes inlo Iis ranks
all =morta of eléements, including ““Catalan
Left” supporters and people to the right
of even this bourgeois group.

The whole point, however, la that the
“Blec” Increasingly dominates the “Fed-
eration”, Instead of vice versa—that is,
assuming for the moment that the whole
Idea is not a vulgar derlslon of Lenin's
teachings. Im the elections, It ls  mnot
the Communist organizatlon which 18
presepnted, bot the candidates and plat-
form of the Workers' and Peasants’
Bloe, Inm this case; substance marches
alde by sde with form. The critical
minority which Maurin fAnally expelled,
sharply assilled the whole policy of the
Right wing leaders in the elections.
Wherever the Bloe waa active—and moat
of its militants are also Federatlonlats—
the face of Communism was heavily vell-
e with the more atiractive colors of op-
portuniem. Inostead of advaoeing and
popalarizing the revolutlonary slogans,
the Bloc organizers devoled thelr attem-
tlon to playing upon the. petty bourgeols
prajudices of the nationalistic elements.
It i3 no exaggeration to say that the
largest proportion of the Bloc's growth
has been among the petty bourgeols ele-
ments aud among the employees and office
workers, partieularly in Barcelona,
whore the factory workers In the Right
wing organization are wvery few. On
the countryslde, the membera of the
Bloe are mostly pessants, tepants and
even small proprietora. These elements,
flocking to the banner of the Hloe, do
not remain passive there. They exert &
growing petty bourgeols  pressure (o
which the leaders yleld with & grace
learned from the art books of opportan-
Ism.

The source of strength of the Maurin-
lsta lea precisely there: In ks petty
bourgeols surrender to the bagekwardness
of the workers and peasants of Catal-
onla, The party of Macia, the "Esquoerra
Catalan™”, the varfouns other factions of
the Catalonian bourgeolsie and pelty
bourgeoisie, have ali moved to the Right
sinee the proclamation of the republle,
Thiz Iz particolarly truc of Macia, the
former Idol of the petty bourgecksie,
The marked shift to the Righl of what
was formerly the Left wing of the Cat-
alanists, has created a voacoum fo the
field. Folitice abhors a vaccuum as
much ag patore does. It seeks o A1
the viccuum.” In Catalonia, the space
left vacant In polities by the Maclang ia
being ocecupied by the Mavrinlst groap,
the increasingly popular candidate for
the post of extreme Left wing of the
Catalanists,

Not having an Influence over the de-
oelabve sectlons of the Induatrial workers,
particularly those organlsed in the C.
N. T (Natlonal Confederation of Labor,
the strongest trade uolon ecenter In
Spain, controlled by anarche-ayndlicallsts,
and now by the “pore” anarchists), the
Maurlnlsts bave been making the most

| desperate efforts to gain a real foothold

there. Im this field too, the valgar op-
partunism of this Right wing group bobs
to the sorface, In order to lend himself
the appearance of a strength he does
not possess, Maorin talks constantly of
the allsaving beed of a unlted front In
which no other organization, not even
the wofficlal Communist party, Agudres at
all, The syndicallsts and the anarchists
do not even hother to reply to Maurin's
fantastie proposals and schemes, For,
with all the inelstence pgpon his “Lenin-

ist correctness™, Maurln has developed

W ing of Spanish Communism

The Truth Conceringn the Actual Policy and Influence of the Maurin Group

an §dea for Spaln which has few if any

rivals in recent lutionary bilstory.
He approaches the (. N, T, with the plan
that It should take power! Nelther

mora or less. The patent ridiculoos of
the very ldea belng pripounded to pre-
clgely those elefmenta—anarchista and
syndicallsts—subsequently made it oDec-
esaary for Maurin to retreat a bit on
the slogan.

Maurin apent some time trying to con-
vinge me that his gronp had never ralsed
the slogan of “All power to the C. N.
T They had proposed, he clalmed,
the slogan of “All Power to the Proletar-
iat!" Unfortunately for Maurin, I read
that very evenlog a copy of the popular
agitatlonal organ printed In the Catalan
tongue and edited by Miravitlles, o
which the slogan of “All Power to the
0, N, T.!" was repeated and elaborated
upon. Later on, & copy of Alaurin’s
official organ, La Batalka, reprinta an in-
terview which he granted the Buenos
Alres La Naeion, in which he says 1it-
erally :

“The Trotskyist factlon ls inslgnific-
mnt. It is made up of a few dozen more
or less unknown Intellectuals, Yis spe-
clfic welght 18 practically nill, Towards
the Spanish revoution, they take a com-
pletely Right (!) position. They advo-
cate that the working class cannat yet
aspirs to taking the power when It has
no constituted Boviet organization. They
propose as A solution that the Soclialist
party should assame the power. Thelr
reformist soclal democratic past welghs
down upon them encormously. The WHFk-
ors’ and Peasants' Bloe contends that
the working class should take the power.
And through the medium of hypo-het
tle Boviets but with the ald of the ex-
isting organlzations, Without belng syn'
dicalists, we bellave that the syndicates
{trade uniens) can ba powerful Instro-
mentz 1o the taking of power by the pro-
letariat. Wa prepagate the taking of
the power by the C. N. T. We will lend
all our ald to a syndieallsi governmend”,

What a “syndleallat govérnment”
would leok like, what it iz, what lis in-
gredients are, what It resembleg—remalin
secrets sealed with seven unbreakable
seals which not even the ayndicalists can
—nor have they ever cared to—open, It
s hard to belleve that Maurin does not
“know better”; it is the plan of the
Right wing opportunista, howaever, to win
the syndicalist workers by this slogan;
what Is galned, In actuality, s the mud-
dying of the waters and the spread of
confusion among the workers. In  this
respect the Catalomdan Right wing I8 no
different from {(ts slaters-under-the-skin
in other countries. Maurin 18 clever
enoungh, by the way, not to affillate with
the Brandlerist “International™ It
would gain him abzolutely nothing, for
bho knows what this “International” Is
worth, and it might sbhut the door for
him to re-eoiry Into the official party:
on his own terms, I e, as party leader.
He told me that Brandlder had sent a
letter of ingquiry, and that B. D. "Volfs,
of the Lovestons group, had alss welt-
ten to attempt to establish relations.
But the wily Maurln wants to have noth-
ing to do with the rest of the Right
wing, although he is blood relative to
them. Yet he is like Brapdler and Lowve-
stone in that he is prepared to eriticioe
the effects of Stallnlam in any coantey
in the world—except In the U, 5 8 R.,
where, apparently, the ordinary lawa of
the physical and mental seléncés no
longar oparate.

It should not be thought that Maurin
Iz In any mood to capltulate on Stalin's
terma, IHe ls tod flushed with the pro-
gresa of the Blec to do that, Already,
a delegation of the Comintern containing
sach atars as Bela Koo and IIumbert-
Droz has viaitéd Bpain for the maln
purpese of winolog over the Federatlon
But s compromised and discredited Is
the officlal party among the workers
there, that the Maurin machine was able
to oullify practically mll the arduous
labora of the delegation. Out of the
thousands “"avalable”, the C. L got only
about three seore comreades, led-hy Ar-
Iindls and Sess, who demanded of Maur-
in that he actually unite with the official
party Inateéad of merely writlng appenls
on the sobject. Maurin, who 15 alway
ready with am elaborpte speech on the
absence of democratic procedurs and
of the right to speak freely in the of-
fielal pariy, promptly expelled the whole
group of Arlandis and Sese. Here, by
the by, a litile burlesque was enacted,
Arlandis and Bese Immedlately shouted
with the fercest passlon that bureaucra-
tiem had gripped the vitala of the Fe
eration, that Maurin was a dictator, thide
the rank and file could no longer dis-
cuss the problems of the revolutionary
movoment, that expolsions were n bur-
eaupcratic answer to criticlsms, ete., ete.
Their cries had little effect, for only a
short weeks before thelr own expulsion,
they themselves, together with Maurin
“the dictator”, had engloecred the sxpul-
slon of membera of the Federation who
sympathized with the Left Opposition and
inglsted vpon dlscossing the disputed is-
sues—eomrades Molins, de Cabo and
others. It all depends upon whose oz
is yoloed!

.The Comintern failed to break Maur-
In's power in Catalonda primurily be-
cause the alternative it had io offer
caused the Communist workers to shrink
away. In this case as In all others,
almost everything depends upon the
party. An incompetent party, which re-
fuses to learn and therefore cannot temch
and ldad, will never produwes big Te
sults. ‘The Stalinization of the Spanilah
Communist Party s belng pald for today
by having thousands of militant work-
erd and peasants Iad deeper Into the
swamp of compromlse and confusion by
the olioue of Joagain Maario.

—MAY SHACHTMAN.




